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PREFACE. 



The Author has been led by degrees to this publica- 
tion. Having been called from time to time by bis 
brethren in different parts of the country to plead the 
daty of missionary exertions in behalf of the Jews, 
his mind was more and more led to consider the 
scriptural character of that Christian duty in con- 
nection with the future state of the Jews. Hence 
also a part of this volume has already appeared in 
print ; several of the discourses which were preached 
in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, having been 
published in those cities after they were preached. 
The ^* Scriptural Studies" in the Appendix were also 
printed in the Jewish Intelligence, and the Prepara- 
tion for Suffering, here somewhat enlarged, was first 
inserted in Charlotte Elizabeth's Protestant Annual 
for 1841. 

The Introductory Remarks, and the Discourses on 
the Perseverance of Christ, the Last Tribulation of 
the Jews, the Redeemer coming from the heavenly 
Zion, Zion shining with the glory of the Lord, and 
the Effect of Zion's Blessedness on the World, with 
the closing Appendix, he now for^the first time pub- 
lishes from the press. 

The Author preferred on the whole leaving the 
subject in the original form of sermons, as they were 
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preecbcd in diRereot pads of Ihe kingdom, to pre- 
paring a distinct treatise on Ibe suliject. Tlie reader 
ia tbns more practieallf direl^led to the chief seat of 
tbe particular doclriae illaatrateil, and to its great 
eTidence. It may have occasioned some repetition, 
bat it presents the truth in a more devotional and 
qnickening way to tbe reader's attention, aod will 
perhaps be more interesting to such as may have 
heard the sermons from tbe pulpit. 

The present very peculiar situation of the land of 
Judea, and of the Jewish nation, has led to the hope 
that this publication may he seasonable and useful in 
directing the attention of Christians to tbe acriptural 
slaleraents, ao full of large and rich hope, as to the 
fature condition of this remarkable people. The Au- 
thor trusts that be may have so coniirmed the doclriue 
of their restoration by the gathering together of tbe 
Divine testimony upon it, that the faith of his fellow- 
Christians in it may be strengthened, and the volame 
of believing prayer ascending to heaven in (heir be- 
half be increased and enlar};ed. 

But it is not merely this issue that he seeks. The 
begun restoration of Israel may in a short time he a 
fact instead of a prophecy, and decide by a fulfilment 
tbe true principle of inlerpretalion of prophecy ; but 
that fact is to us of chief and primary importance 
from its close and intimate connection, as will be 
seen, with other yet more important events. It is the 
warning voice to Christendom of Ihe near approach 
of those events, preparation for which is one great 
end of all Christian doctrine and instruction. God 
seems to be graciously recompensing tbe love of the 
British churches in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
in altending to the Jews, by giving us fuller and 
more comprehensive views of Divine truth concern- 
ing our own slate, and hence more preparation of 
mind for what is b&fUre the Geniile churches. None 
indeed can attend to any Christian duty, and espe- 
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cially to one so bron^ht before us as this is in the 
word of God, without many collateral blessings. 

The interest which the Established Church of Ire- 
land has taken in the Jewish cause has also been, to 
the Author's own knowledge, on personal visits in 
Ireland, highly exemplary. Amidst all the difficul- 
ties of faithful ministers in Ireland, this cause has so 
maintained its hold on their affections that £*2000 is 
yearly contributed by our sister church in Ireland for 
the conversion of Israel. 

The vigorous efforts made in favour of the Jewish 
nation by the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, notwithstanding the peculiar difficulties of 
that church at the present moment, calls also for the 
gratitude and imitation of Protestant churches every 
where. When assisting at the formation of an Aux- 
iliary to the London Jews Society at Edinburgh, in 
May, 1839, the Author stated, what he still deeply 
feels, that *' the Jews' Society was specially also in- 
teresting, as a point of union now, through the late 
delightful movement in the General Assembly in 
sending a deputation to the Jews, between the two 
sister churches of England and Scotland. I cannot 
in the least sympathise with those high-minded boast- 
ings which lead men of either communion to glory 
over any who, amidst manifest infirmities even, may 
yet truly love our Lord Jesus Christ. I speak, I be- 
lieve, the sentiments of a large and devoted part of 
the Church of England, as well as of Scotland, that, 
however we may give a preference to our respective 
church constitutions^ we see that ministers of either 
church, who are faithfully preaching Christ and seek- 
ing his glory, are both on the one foundation, and 
brother ministers in the one Church of our one Head 
and common Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. We feel 
also that we are called in this day to a common con- 
flict with bis enemies, and desire to stand together 
and contend with one spirit against Socinians and 
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,r all tbe glory." 
He ventures also farther to avail himselF of this 
opporlunitj of expressixK: interest and sympathy in 
the present situation of the Scoliish church. It is a 
most touching and heart-interesling cause to con- 
tend for the most scriptural of all means of doing 
good, a pure and efficient gospel ministry ; to struggle 
fur the right solution of the most difliGalt perhaps of 
ail problems in the present stale of the church of 
Christ, while on its way to its high destinies, tbe 
maintenance of such a ministry in its spiritual cha- 
racter, wholly and avowedly under the exclusive do- 
minion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and indepeDdant of 
the State; and yet in conneclion with that State and 
dependant upon it in refereuce to its worldly sup- 
port! and this after being robbed of its endowments 
by the rapacity of past ages. The coming glory of 
tbe kingdom ofChrist will solve this difficulty in that 
perrecled union and the entire combination of Church 
and Slate which we wait for. in the kingdom of Him. 
who is at once Prophet, Priest, and King of his peo- 
ple. The Church of Scotland appears in its constitu- 
tion to have approached very near to the just limits 
of the present respective spheres of Church and 
State; bat here as elsewhere we see and are com- 
pelled to acknowledge the present inlirniities nf the 
visible church. All power, vested in human trustee- 
ship, is liable to abuse, and do douht such a power 
as the General Assembly seeks to maintain, may he 
abused 1 as it appeared to the anthor to have been in 
the condcmuatlon and deposition of Mr. Campbell in 
1831, for what seemed to the author rather verbal in- 
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accuracies than fandamental errors. Bat, however, 
in the opinion of some, tlie General Assembly may 
have been formally wron^^ in any step which may 
have incidentally augmented their present difficalties, 
their great principles and their grand aim are scrip- 
tarally right and of immense importance, and hence 
their present situation demands oar lively interest 
and oar earnest intercessions. I would pray there- 
fore for them, that in the progress of this difficult 
and painful conflict, special wisdom and firmness, 
with patience and forbearance, may be given to our 
sister church. I trust there may be opportunities 
opened and improved for the members of the church 
of England, in their difierent ranks and stations, to 
express both sympathy and love to an established 
Protestant church thus near to us, and in trials and 
difficalties which may' verjr soon reach our own 
church. O how blessed will trials be if they do but 
bring near to each other the faithful brethren of all 
the churches of Christ ! 

The author submits the scriptural subject of the 
restoration of the Jews to their own land to the con- 
sideration of his brethren in the ministry and of his 
fellow Christians. He believes it to be not only a 
scriptural, but also a practical and seasonable doc- 
trine for the edification of the church. He earnestly 
prays to our heavenly Father to grant that the Holy 
Spirit, whose office it is to guide into all truth and 
to shew us things to come, may be largely imparted 
to all in their fulfilling the plain direction to take 
heed to the sure word of prophecy. 

Edward Bickersteth. 

Watton Rectory, Herts, 
February 1, 1841. 



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SECOND 

EDITION. 

The rapid sale of the first Edition of this work shews 
the interest which Christians take now in this sub- 
ject. The Sermon which the Author preached in the 
West Street Chapel Lectares has been added, and he 
has strengthened the introductory remarks with some 
farther observations. 

To God be glory for the deeper and wider concern 
which the Gentile Churches are continually now 
manifesting towards his people Israel. 

Watton Rectory, Herts, 
May 3lst, 1841. 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS, 



ON THE SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE FOR THE FUTURE RE- 
STORATION OF THE JEWS, ON SOME OF THE PRESENT 
REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THEM, AND 
THE PRACTICAL LESSONS WHICH OOd's DEALINGS WITH 
THEM TEACHES. 

Of all the nations of the earth, the Jewish nation has 
unqaestionably been the largest blessing to the hu- 
man race. However much any nation may have been 
indebted to other nations, for arts and for science, for 
genius and for eloquence, for taste and for civiliza- 
tion, for riches or for jurisprudence, to the Jews all 
nations, are indebted for a better light than the wisest 
of the heathen ever could discern, or the most en- 
lightened of their philosophers ever did or could be- 
stow. Full divine knowledge on that which most 
nearly concerns us, respecting our Maker or ourselves, 
our duty now and our happiness for ever, and that 
spiritual light which the most favoured human beings 
enjoy at the present moment, God has vouchsafed to 
bestow through Jewish prophets, Jewish evangelists, 
and Jewish apostles. Our Lord himself, according 
to the flesh, was born of a Jewish mother, and lived, 
and suffered, and wrought his mighty miracles, and 
died and rose again in Judea. Our daily spiritual 
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food, and our richest inheritance of blessing came 
throagh this nation. Those churches which first 
adorned Christianity with unequalled piety and 
beauty, sprung up in Judea; and, through their 
lively faith and ardent love, the gospel of Christ 
speedily spread through the Roman empire, and so 
has reached every Christian land and every Christian 
heart. 

But how changed is this nation now ! How low 
have the Jews sunk in every land ! The precious sons 
of Ziony comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed 
as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter ! 
Lam. iv. 2. Instead of giving light to others, they 
themselves are sunk into gross darkness, and need to 
receive light from the descendants of those to whom 
their forefathers once gave it. They still remain in 
the hardness of self-righteousness and unbelief, re- 
jecting their true, their only, and hereafter their 
universally to be owned, honoured, and beloved 
Messiah. 

Yet they are preserved in their distinctness ; they 
are still witnesses for inestimably precious truths; 
they maintain a persevering hope of a coming Sa- 
viour; there is a perceptible and unusual movement 
among them ; there is a growing interest spreading 
through the nations of the earth concerning them ; 
what then is to be their future state ? Has God stores 
of mercy in reserve for them, and even larger bless- 
ings for the world, than have ever yet been received 
by it, through them ? 

Our great and glorious God claims it as his own 
prerogative to foreshew things to come; who as I 
shall call and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, 
since I appointed the ancient people ? And the things that 
are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. 
Isaiah xliv. 7. We can therefore know future events 
with absolute certainty, only as God has revealed 
them in his own word. 
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Bat the history of Abraham and his posterity has 
from the first call of Abraham been foretold and re- 
Teaied, and it has been gradually accomplishing^ 
from the beginning. Nearly 4000 years since, the 
promise was given ; / will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great, and thou 
shalt he a blessing ; and I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee, and in thee shall all the 
families of the earth he blessed. Gen. xii. 1 — 3. We 
have here outward mercies, inward happiness, troe 
glory, overflowing usefulness, blessedness of friends, 
victory over enemies, and finally triumphant love in 
universal blessedness through his seed, secured by 
God's promise to Abraham and bis posterity. 

Shortly afterwards Abraham was called to survey 
the land of Canaan, and it was promised to him in 
these words. Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art, northward, and southward, and 
eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. Gen. 
xiii. 14, 15. The promise was renewed, and confirmed 
to Isaac and Jacob. Gen. xvii. 4 — 16 ; xxii. 15 — 18 ; 
xxvi. 3, 4 ; xxviii. 13—15. The extent of the land is 
more explicitly stated in the words. Unto thy seed 
have I given this land, from the river of Egypt utito the 
great river the river Euphrates. Gen. xv. 18. 

These promises, in their plain and obvious mean- 
ing, convey a perpetual possession of this land to this 
nation. Yet hitherto the actual possession by the 
children of Abraham has been very partial and inter- 
rupted. Even in the reign of Solomon there does 
not appear to have been that full possession and 
' sovereignty of the whole which the promises lead us 
to expect. And history shews us that for 1800 years, 
the Jews have been driven from this land| and scat- 
tered over the face of the earth ; but they are so mar- 
vellously preserved in their distinctness, in the midst 
of the nations, that the literal fulfilment of the pro- 






pliecf is to this day a possibility, and their present 
state is, in llie providence of God such ns to make it 
a probability in tbe eyes of men in |;eneral. 

The oriftinal proraiaea are confirmed and enlarged 
a great variety of foroia in subsequeDt parts of the 
Holy Scriptures. Propliecies which describe liler- 
ily their present dispersion and degradation, then 
promise tbeir future resloration and glory; thus 
making the dispersion the pledge and assurance of 
tbe restoration. 

There have been different systems of interpretation 
of these prophecies in the Christian church. Some 
would view them as already literally fulfilled ; or 
explain them in a figurative and mystical sense. 
Others, fully agreeing that true believers have, 
through Christ, a real interest in every spiritual and 
eternal blessing promised in tbe Old Testament, and 
that the New Testament justifies us in a spiritual ap- 
plication of some of the Old Testament prophecies to 
the Christian church, believe' also that there will be 
yet an exact literal accomplishment to the Jewish 
nation of the promises made to them. This is the 
view here maintained. 

Though many Christian commentators of real and 
deep piety, with much learning also, have laboured 
to set aside the future literal fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies fortclling the restoration of the Jews, yet 
tbe general voice of the church in past ages has been 
in favour both of their conversion anif 
clearly foretold in the word of God." 
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PRINCIPLE OF INTERPRETATION. XI 

The object of these iDtroductory remarks is to 
establish the iriew of a future literal restoration. Iq 
order to this, we will notice, (1.) The general prin* 
ciple of interpretation ; (2.) Some plain predictions 
promising their restoration; (3.) The objections 
sometimes made to this doctrine ; (4.) The situation 
of the ten tribes ; (5.) The difficulties in the way of 
our faith ; (6.) Their history when restored ; (7.) 
Some particulars respecting the present circum- 
stances of the Jews ; and (8.) The practical use of 
the doctrine. May our heavenly Father guide both 
the author and the reader into his own truth ! 

1. THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE OF INTERPRETATION. 

In considering the general principle of interpreta- 
tion, it is on this subject important not to lose sight 
of the circumstances in which the prophets delivered 
their predictions. The times of the prophets may 
help us in forming a judgment of the past or future 
fulfilment of the prophecy. Jonah and Amos, and 
perhaps Hosea and Joel, prophesied before the cap- 
tivity of Israel. Isaiah chiefly delivered his pro- 
phecies after that captivity, as in part did Micah ; 
and all the rest of the prophets delivered their pro- 
phecies wholly after the captivity of Israel. 

Jeremiah, Nahum, Habahkuh, Zephaniah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, and Obadiah delivered theirs just previous to 
or at the time of the captivity of Judah. 

Haggai and Zechariah prophesied after the return 
of Judah and Benjamin, in the times of £zra and 
Nehemiah. 

Malachi, delivered his at a considerably later pe- 



"ElemeDts of Prophetical Interpretation," has brought together much 
of this voice of the church. Bishop Prideaux states : " Astrannt hoc, 
inter Patres, Origines, Chrystomus, Ambrosias, Hieronymus, et e 
recentioribos qaam plnrimi, qui alias inter se in nimium multis di. 
^adiantor.*' 
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riod, when the Jews had for some time been settled 
on their return. He describes their state then : Judah 
hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed 
in Jerusalem (Mai. iii. 11), and states their rejection, 
with the exception of the remnant that should abide 
his coming, in the day of the Lord, on account of 
their sins. 

The desolation then of Israel was the palpable 
object before some of the chief prophets ; and it was 
their captivity, and the threatening of that to come in 
Babylon (Isaiah xxxix. 6), which gave occasion to 
many of the inspired expressions of those glowing 
predictions of re3toration and future glory, with much 
the Old Testament prophecies, and especially those 
of Isaiah, abound. Hence there might justly be ga- 
thered from them a favourable hope of the restoration 
of the ten tribes. 

But the following table, though the differences of 
opinion on the dates are numerous, and exact ac- 
, curacy is not aimed at, as indeed it is not attainable, 
may assist the reader in gaining a general impression 
of the connection of the prophecies with the capti- 
vities of the Jews, and the restoration of Judah and 
Benjamin. The dates which the prophets (who men- 
tion the names of the kings in whose reigns they 
prophesied) themselves give, furnish the surest guide ; 
and minute accuracy is not very material. 
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XIV INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

It will be seen, from this table, that there were va- 
rious steps in the restoration of the two tribes from 
captivity, and different returns of the Jews from Ba- 
bylon (Ezra i.-;— vii.), under Zerubbabel (Ezra ii. 1), 
and aoder Ezra (vii. 7; viii.); and some of the ten 
tribes returned at those times. Samaria was chietly 
peopled by foreigners (2 Kings xvii. 23, 24) ; yet it is 
probable that many Israelites did gradually return 
afterwards (1 Chron. ix. 3), and were spread over 
Galilee, as well as Judea, in the time of our Lord ; 
among the Samaritans themselves were not impro- 
bably intermingled remnants of the ten tribes ; so 
that Samaria gradually acquired some knowledge of 
divine truth. 

From these facts, many have thought that this 
partial return was the whole literal fulfilment of the 
glowing promises of the Old Testament that is to be 
expected, and have adopted as a principle of inter- 
pretation, that the language of the scriptures is 
hyperbolical, or full of strong and lively figures 

and EASTERN IMAGERY, SO AS, WITHOUT GREAT CAU- 
TION, to mislead us, and to make us overlook the 

ACTUAL fulfilment. 

The return of Judah and Benjamin was indeed a 
fulfilment of some explicit prophecies, respecting 
those two tribes and the parts of the other tribes 
carried captive to Babylon. It was also a most 
mereiful preservation of a remnant for great ends; 
that the church of God might never fail ; that the 
promise of the Messiah, to descend from Judah 
and from David, might be fulfilled, and its fulfil- 
ment be distinctly discerned, and that the primitive 
church might arise in Judea, and go forth to bless the 
Gentiles. 

But when we compare the general predictions of 
restoration with the supposed fulfilment, we find it 
impossible, even with the admission of figurative lan- 
gu^irjc, to barmonize them. 
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The promise of the retarn of the Jews, (Isa. xliv. — 
xlvi.) after the 70 years captivity (Jer. xxix. 1 — 10), 
was specifically given to those whom Nebuchadnezzar 
carried captive from Jerasalem. It was exactly and 
literally falfilled. Dan. ix. 2. 2 Cbron. xxxvi. 20 — 
23. But their state, on their return, was so humbled 
and afflicted, or so struggling in severe conflicts, as 
almost to preclude mistakes, as to there being no 
literal fulfilment of the larger promises. So far from 
the glory being greater than before, many things were 
wanting. After Malachi, the gift of prophecy was 
withdrawn. There were no Urim or Thummim, no 
Shechinah, no lengthened independence, and none 
of the family of David on the throne. So far from 
being all righteous^ though there was a remnant that 
feared God, the general state of the restored Jews 
was corrupt and self-righteous, as we learn from 
Malachi. Kehemiah explicitly says. Behold we are 
servants this day : the kings whom thou hast set over us 
have dominion over our bodies* Neb. ix. 36, 37. They 
were subject first to the Persians, then to the Gre- 
cians, and then to the Romans. (See £zra, Nehemiah, 
1 Maccabees, and John xix. 15.) Though when in 
subjection they had seasons of tranquillity and fa- 
vour ; and in the times of the Maccabees prodigies 
of valour were wrought, and extraordinary faithful- 
ness was manifested, and considerable independence 
was attained, yet it is abundantly clear that there 
was nothing that realized that righteousness, and 
peace, and national pre-eminence and glory which 
have been predicted : a little reviving in bondage 
(Ezra ix. 8, 9), was not the promised glory. When 
the Lord shall build up, Zion he shall appear in his glory. 
Psalm cii.16. And this was not fulfilled at their return. 
The glory of the latter house has yet to be revealed. 
(Compare Haggai ii. 6—9 ; and Heb. xii. 26.) There 
has been no time in their history since the prophecies 
were given (making full allowance for figurative Ian- 




i;iiege) really corresponding t 
predictions of univerHal Hgli 
ness given in Ihe Old Testnment. 

Indeed tbe whole lime that the Jews Iiavepoaseaaed 
the land from their enlrance into il, to the iinal cap- 
tivity by Nebacliadnezear, was, according io the or- 
dinary clironology, 8li7 years; and if Mr. Clinton's 
number of the interval of the Judges be adopted, 
1000 years. About tiOO more yeara will take in the 
period from the restoration from Babylon to the Ro- 
man captivity. View this io connection with (he 
promises of the continued, peaceful, aninterrupted, 
and everlasting possession foretold in the prophecies, 
and see the force of the prayer God himself puts into 
the lips of bis people : Return, for thy tervant't take, 
the tribes ef thine inheritance. The people of thy holi- 
neli have poiieiied it hul a little lohite. O'lr adversaries 
have trodden dojon thy lanctuari/. Isaiah Ixiii. 17, IB. 

It is Cme that it is asserted (Josh. xxi. 43), the 
I Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware lo 
I give unto their fathers ; and they possessed it, and dwelt 
\ therein ; and the Lord gave them rest round aboat, niv 
carding to all thai he fware unlo their fathers ; there 
failed not aught of any goad thing ahieh the Lord had 
' tpakea unto the house of Israel, all came to pass. Large 
'as these words are, it is clear that several parts of 
the promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were not 
then fulfilled. The promise, for instance, in thy seed 
shall all the nations of ihe earth be blessed, remained 
then nnfulGlled J and in the very next book of Judges 
we have details of contlicts with unsubdued inhabit- 
ants of the land. But the triumphant and nndis- 
pnted possession of the land at that time, was indeed 
literally and exactly fulfilled. 

A similar mode of expression. There hath not failed 
one word of all his good promise tchieh he promised by 
the hand if Moses Ills servant, occurs 1 Kings viii. 5f>, 
on Solomoa's dedication of the temple. This was 
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another step onwards towards the complete accom. 
plishmeot of God's purposes of love to Israel. 

Thas God's promises of grace have a growing ac- 
Gomplishment, and are said to be fulfilled at each 
stage of their accomplishment, which in reality be- 
comes an earnest and pledge of their final com- 
pletion. 

It is admitted then that the two tribes were re- 
stored for above 500 years, but the evidence wholly 
fails as to the full restoration of Israel. Joseph us 
says explicitly, '* There are but two tribes in Asia 
and Europe subject to the Romans, while the ten 
tribes are beyond the Euphrates till now, and are an 
immense multitude not to be estimated by numbers." 
The scriptures and history are silent as to any actual 
return of 'the whole of the ten tribes carried into cap- 
tivity by the Assyrians. Ezra specifically mentions 
the return of Judah and Benjamin. Ezra i. 5; iv. 1. 
Though some of Israel (1 Chron. ix. 3. Ezra vi. 16 — 
21. Luke ii. 36) were the companions of Judah^ yet 
Joseph and the stock of Ephraim his companions^ ac- 
cording to the discriminating language of Ezekiel 
(xxxvii. 16), did not return then to possess their land 
and remain yet to return. 

It is true that the name of Israel, as being the 
patriarchal and covenant name of the whole nation, 
was continued and applied to those who did return, 
(Ezra ii. 2; viii. 35.) as we see frequently after- 
wards; (Mai. i. 1. Acts xxvi. 7. Romans ix. — xi. 
James i. 1.)* and so a pledge was given of God's con- 
tinued interest in the whole ; for on this very point 
we are told the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. Yet when the prophets enter minutely 

* The expression in James i. 1, «i' rri Hiatnropa sterns to shew us 
that the Holy Spirit even then when parts of the two tribes had re- 
tarned from Babylon, still viewed large parts of the twelve tribes as 
not gathered but in a state of dispersion and scattering; the return 
from Babylon being bat a little miving in tJieir bondage. Ezra ix. 8. 
Thus Ezek. zzx. 39 was not then fulfilled. 

c 



intotbe predicted retnrn, they carefully distinguish 
between tlie kiogdoni of Judab and that of Israel. 
On tliese generni principles tben we cannot think 
thai the prophets have used any thiu>; like a turgid 
or swollen language, but believe that we may still 
look for a future fulfltinetit literally of tlie glowing' 

Tbe common mode of interpretation however ia 
rather to relinquish this attempt to establish a literal 
interpretation, and to rest chiefly upon a figurative 
OR SPIBITUAL VIEW OF THE PASSAGE. Those bow- 
ever who do so maleriallj differ in their mode of in- 
lerprctation. The Roman Catholics would so confine 
Zion to tbe church of Christ, as to apply all (he pro- 
mised riches and glory to the church of Rome in par- 
ticular, and by this prove that Rome only is tbe true 
church ; and some Protestaois have applied the 
predictions to particular sufl'ering and raitliful Pro- 
testant chutches, and tbeir deliverances from these 
trials; and with neither of tbese private views of 
prophecy can tbe author agree. Christians at large 
of all ages have generally applied tbe predictions ti> 
the true cburcb of Christ and its members ; and in a 
modified sense, as hereafter shewn, this may be scrip- | 
turally maintained. I 

1. Let us lirst notice, as a general principle of in- 
terpretation, that the scriplures are written in a plain 
and intelligible way, {Prov. viii. B, 9.) adapted to 
those to whom they were first addressed, and to all 
ages. Where a literal sense involves no ab-j 

.SURDITY OR manifest FIGURE, IT IS, IN THE first] 
I'LACB, TO BE HELD AH THE TRUE AND RIGHT SENSE. 1 

and no farther or deeper meaning should be allowed 



o shot out this first sense, which n 












further be drawn from it God mei 
I the people he addresses he plaii 
s the sure foundation of all Cbrisliaa 
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f&ith, and let us not be moved from it. Where the 
obvioas, g;rammatical and literal meaning is capable 
of a plain and literal fulfilment, in times past or in 
times to come, and does not contradict other scrip- 
tareSy and there is no manifest figure in the words, 
we most at any rate hold that obvious meaning if we 
would not^ reduce all scripture to an uncertainty, 
and have no sure standing for all our confidence in 
Ood s word. Let us ever then take this general prin- 
ciple, as of first importance in our interpretation, and 
believe accordingly.* 
2. But with this first principle of interpretation 

osnal import of scripture language, where neither the insinnation of 
the text itself, nor manifest tokens of allegory, nor the necessity and 
the nature of the things spoken of (wliich will bear no other sense) 
do warrant it. For to do ^o were to lose all footing of divine testi« 
mony, and instead of scripture to believe mine own imaginations.'* 
He then applies this principle to Rev. xx. See Works, 770. 

* Bishop Horsley's remarks on the mere spiritualizing of the pro- 
phecies, in liis translation of Rosea, are just, at least in the qualified 
sense mentioned above: — *' A prejudice which fcr a long time pos- 
sessed the mind of Christians against the literal sense of the prophe- 
cies relating to the future exaltation of the Jewish nation, gave occa- 
sion to a false scheme of interpretation ; which, assuming it as a 
principle, that prophecy nnder the old dispensation looked forward to 
nothing beyond the abrogation of the Mosaic ritual, and the disper- 
sion of the Jews by the Romans, eithev wrested every 'thing to the 
history antecedent to that epoch, and generally as nearly as possible 
to the prophet's times, (as if it were not the gift and business of a pro- 
phet to see far before him,) or by figurative interpretations, for the 
most part forced and unnatural, applied what could not be so wrested, 
to the Cliristian church, and rarely to the Christian church on earth, 
but to the condition of the glorified saints in heaven. This method 
of exposition, while it prevailed generally, and it is not yet sufficiently 
exploded, wrapt the writings of all the prophets in tenfold obscurity. It 
might have been expected that when once the principle was understood 
to be false, a better system of interpretation would have been imme- 
diately adopted. But this has only partially taken place. Amongst 
ourselves it has long been the persuasion of our best Biblical scholars 
and ablest divines, that the restoration of the Jews is a principal arti- 
cle of the prophecy, being indeed a principal branch of the great 
scheme of general redemption." The author cannot enter into Bishop 
Horsley's sentiments of entirely rejecting the figurative interpreta- 
tion though he thinks to it have been abused and perverted when 
the literal was disregarded. 

C 2 
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firmly held, we may also seek to obtain from the 

SCRIPTURES, WHERE THE WORDS ALLOW IT, A YET 

FULLER MEANING, OF all that farther light which God 
in the riches of his wisdom and love may have de- 
signed to give us by them. We need not, on account 
of the literal meaning, therefore always reject that 
spiritual application of the prophecies to the church 
of Christ, which has been so largely held by all 
Christians from the early ages. While we justly 
expect a literal fulfilment of plain prophecies, let us 
not forget there is also a depth and fulness of scrip- 
ture beyond our first thoughts. We have many rea- 
sons to think from their use in the New Testament 
that there may be, and is, the veiled glory of the spi- 
ritual and heavenly kingdom in expressions, the full 
spiritual meaning of which may be now partially 
hidden from our view. But let us still hold fast 
and firmly the solid foundation of all other senses, a 
literal interpretation fulfilled or to be fulfilled ; and 
be not carried away by our imagination, into forced, 
vague and fanciful speculations; analogies and ap- 
plications. Provided we do this such a fuller mean- 
ing may not only be a means of bringing forward 
what is spiritually true and useful, but seems also 
to be a part of the design of him who so inspired the 
sacred volume that it might be of varied, extended 
and universal use to his church. It is a partial view 
of God's plan of conveying truth, to suppose that 
when the words admit an alle{;orical or spiritual 
sense, we need not think there may be also an exact 
literal sense besides. The past history of the Jews 
is perfectly true though it is often a type of better 
things to come. An allegory may rest on a fact 
whether that fact has occurred, or be hereafter to 
occur. The history and the allegory may both be 
true, and both display the comprehensiveness of 
divine wisdom.* 

* The author has much pleasure in referring to his friend Mr. 
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* Speaking of the enlarged sense of prophecy, Mr. 
Davison says, '^ Scripture prophecy is so framed in 
some of its predictions as to bear a sense directed to 
two objects ; of which structure the predictions con- 
cerning the kingdom of David furnish a conspicuous 
example. The double sense of prophecy is, however, 
of all things the most remote from fraud or equivoca- 
tion, and has its ground of reason perfectly clear. 
For what is it? Not the convenient latitude of two 
unconnected senses wide of each other, and giving 
room to a fallacious ambiguity, but the combinations 
of two related, analogous and harmonizing, though 
diseparate subjects, each clear and definite in itself, 
implying a two-fold truth in the prescience, and 
creating an aggravated difficulty, and thereby an ac- 
cumulated proof, in the completion. So that the 
double sense of prophecy, in its true idea, is a check 
upon the pretences of vague and unappropriated pre- 
diction rather than a door to admit them." p. 210, 211. 
The holy scriptures confirm this view ; it is plain 
to all that the New Testament has revealed to us a 
spiritual and heavenly Zion and Jerusalem. Gal. lii^l^ 
26. Heb. xii. 22. Rev. iii. 12 ; xiv. 1; xxi. 10. To 
these the literal and earthly Zion and Jerusalem were 
the type and emblem, introductory and elementary, 
aiding us in gaining the full knowledge of the hea- 
venly. And thence there is sometimes a two-fold^ 
application of the Old Testament predictions, as the: 
author thinks is clear from the use made of them in the ^ 
New Testament. Thus in the prophecy Isaiah Ix. 1,— 
Arise, shine ; for thy light is come; we have the in- 
spired authority of St. Paul for applying the pre- 
diction in which this occurs, to a future restoration 

Birks's lecture in the West Street Chape) lectures on Israel restored, 
as to the principles of interpretation. He can by no means confine 
himself to Bishop Marsh's view of an alleg^ory, as stated in his lec- 
tures, or to that given by Mr. Jukes in his principles of prophetic in- 
tjerpretation. It is not a comprehensive view of the whole system 
of the Bible. 
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of the Jews ; (compare Isaiah lix. 20 and Rom. xi. 
26.) and we have, as it appears to the author, the 
same inspired authority for applying this particular 
direction to believers and the church in general, — 
Wherefore he saith, A wake ihou thai sleepestt and arise 
from the dead, and ChHst shall give thee lights (Ephes. 
V. 14.) where the apostle seems to refer to this very 
passage. In a similar manner, when we look at the 
original passage, (Hosea ii. 23.) with its whole cen- 
nection, / will sow her unto me in the earth ; and I 
will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy ; 
and I will say to them which are not my people y Thou 
art my people ; and they shall say^ Thou ^rt my Godf 
we cannot but refer its completed fulfilment to re- 
stored Israel ; yet the apostle Paul applies it even to us, 
whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, hut also of the 
Gentiles, Rom* ix. 24. Our Lord himself has given 
us an example of this two-fold application of a pro- 
phecy, in Malachi iv. 5, where is a prediction of the 
coming of Elijah before the great 'day of the Lord. 
Of this prediction our Lord gives us the exposition^ 
in a two-fold application ; first, literal, and yet to be 
fulfilled — Elias truly shall first come and restore all 
things; a view in which John himself concurred, 
when he said he was not Elijah; (John i. 21.) and 
also spiritual, already then fulfilled ; Elias is come 
already f and they received him not ; (Matt. xvii. 11, 12.) 
John the Baptist having come in the spirit and power 
of Elijah. Luke i. 17* Had John been received 
(Matt. xi. 14.) he would have been to them as Elias 
preparing the way for their full admission into the 
spiritual and heavenly kingdom. His testimony 
was rejected, and Elias shall hereafter literally come. 
Any general view of the church at large has on 
the face of it great probability in its favour. It is 
then a great satisfaction to our minds to be assured 
that the general church, though it may have had only 
a partial view of the truth, has not been resting its 
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hopes on an erroneous foundation, in sach an appli- 
cation of the Old Testament. It is one of the privi- 
leges too of this day, that we can now' freely restore 
to oar brethren the Jews their own promises, without 
being tempted, by the smart of their enmity, as the 
early Charch was, to rob them, and without impover- 
ishing our own stores of blessings. How large are 
the thoughts of love of our God ! 

As a general rule, it must also be admitted, that it 
is not right to interpret part of the same prophecy 
exclusively literally and another part exclusively 
figuratively. Each part of the prophecy must be in- 
terpreted throughout, on the same principle. If one 
part be literally fulfilled, so in due time will the re- 
mainder; the gathering, for instance, must be as 
literal as the scattering; (Jer. xxxi. 10 — 12) the 
reign of the Saviour as the birth of the Saviour. Luke 
i. 31, 32. This is conclusive as to the accomplish- 
ment being yet future of parts of prophecies, which 
have been sometimes exclusively interpreted in part 
literally and in part spiritually. Throughout there 
may be both a literal and a figurative interpretation, 
but a prophecy cannot be thus partially divided, and 
exclusively interpreted on different principles. 

3. And farther, in all cases we would strenuously 
assert that the true disciples of Christ have an 

ACTUAL interest THROUGH HIM IN ALL THE SPI- 
RITUAL PROMISES of blessings in the Old Testament, 
as all belonging to Christian believers. Here there 
is no doubt. All the promises are yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus; if ye he Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed and heirs according to the promise. Gal. iii. 29. 
We have a right through faith in Jesus to the use and 
enjoyment of such promises; just as the neighbour 
among the Jews had a right to eat the grapes on the 
ground, but not to carry away any in a vessel from 
the owner of the vineyard. Deut. xxiii.24. Thus the 
promises of the Old Testament are in the confession 



of all properly inlerpreted, and (he chprch of Clirist 
has IhuB arripturallj applied to ilaelf from age I 
Hge all ihe rich pnimisesof spirilaal blessings. 

Bat tills shoald never lie done, and need never b 
done lo the injury of ihe Jew. The inheritance i 
theirs. The rich reserve is theirs, ilie moment they 
welcome Christ, We most not. we need not, rob 
them, nor weaken their interest in the literal, en 
and ooniplete fulhltnent of the prediction in a^i 
cotne, when tliey shall nationally turn to the Lord, 
and still less sbould we do it under the pre-lence of 
exalting the scriptures by comprising the whole ii 
merely spiritual sense. 

The prophecies seem to be so expressed as specially 
to guard us against niistalces, for it is impossible 
many prophecies, at least with our present knowledge 
and experience, to sustain a figurative interpretation 
throughout with consislcncy ; while a literal inter' 
pretntion, admitting there may be a future fitltilment, 
is easy, perspicuous, and profitable. Hence we judge 
alJ such merrly figurative interpretations fail of the 
full and primary meaning of the Holy Spirit in giving: 
the prophecies for the edification of Ihechurch. 



Let us now give some plain predictions out of that 
abundance with which God has provided us, always 
bearing in mind that great rule of interpretation 
which God himself has given ns ; all the viordi of my 
mouth are in righleotuitess ; tAere i* nolhinif /roward 
(margin, wreallieii) or perverse in lliem. They are aU\ 
plain lo him thai VHiieritandeth, and right lo t/ietn that' 
find knnuiieilye. Pruv, viii. 8, 9. 

I will omit the earlier books of scripture and the 
Psalms, not because of want of evidence in those 
books (as may be seen in the second Appendix to 
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this volume), bat because of tbe abandance, and that 
brevity which is here studied may not be exceeded. 
I would however just observe how remarkably God 
has intertwined this doctrine in the Psalms with tbe 
devotions of his church, to lead his remembrancers 
to constant and fervent prayer for the blessing. Isa. 
Ixii. 6, 7. 

Let us take a few proofs, then, out of very many 
from the prophets, and then give the New Testament 
evidence on this subject. 

(1.) Isaiah xi. 11, 12. It shall come to pass in that 
day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be 
left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
and from Cush, and from JElam, and from Shinar, and 
from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he 
shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and gather the dispersed ofJudah 

from the four comers of the earth And the Lo7'd 

shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea, Sfc, 

The deliverance from Egypt was a literal and not a 
spiritual recovery, the second must be like it, literal.* 
The prophecy was written before the captivity of the 
two tribes in Babylon, but after that of the ten in As- 
syria. It was not fulfilled in its plain extent in the 
return from Babylon. The two tribes then came from 
Chaldea only, and without miracles. It contains ex- 
plicit statements of a return, with 'miracles, which 
have no obvious spiritual meaning. It remains there- 

* Some think that the Prophet by the second time refers first to the 
deliverance from Babylon, and then to an enlarged deliverance a se- 
cond time from their present dispersion, dwelling on the words the 
remnant recovered. It appears to me rather to refer as above stated, 
first to the deliverance from Egypt and then to the remnant which 
should be still preserved after being scattered in so many difiiercnt 
countries. Compare Isa. xliii. 18. Jer. xvl. 14, 15, andxxiii. 7, 8. See 
also y. 15, I6, and Isa. li. 9—1 1. In all these passages the great de- 
liverance is contrasted with the deliverance from Egypt as equally 
miraculous and superior in glory. The return from Babylon was an 
earnest of the restoration, but clearly did not answer to the extent of 
this prophecy. 
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fore to be fulfilled liierally hereafter. Tlie whole con- 
nectinn Mrengtlicns llie view of a future fulIiltiieDt. 

(2.) Isaiah xvili. 7. In that lime ikalt the present be 
brovgkt vnio the Lard nf Haiti of a people tcattered and 
peeled, and from a ptoph terrible from their beginning 
hitherto ; a nation meted out and trodden under foot, 
whose land the riven have tpaihd, to the place of the 
name of the Lord of Hottt, Mount Zion. 

Il is generally now acknowledged Ihst l)ie remark- 
able prophecy cuDlained in tbis 18lh chapter is yet 
unfulfilled. The resloraliou of Isruel is, however, 
clearly predicted.* 

(3.) laaiah xxxiii. 20. Look upon Zion, the city of 
onr tolenmitiei: thine eya ihall see Jerusalem a quiet 
habitation, a tabernach that thall not be tahen doion ; 
not one of the statei thereof shall ever be removed, neither 
ihatl any of the eordt ever he broken. 

This caunot aduiit of a paat fullilroent. It is joined 
with expressions (v. 1—9,) that do Dot furnish, as far 
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as we can judge, a merely spiritoal application, so 
that in neither sense can we so anderstand it; it 
remains to be literally fulfilled hereafter. 

(4.) Isaiah li. 11—22. The redeemed of i/ie Lard 
shall return and come with singing unto Zion^ and ever^ 
lasting joy shall be upon their head ; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy, and sorrow and mourning shall fiee 

away, Behold I have taken out of thy hand the cup 

of trembling J even the dregs of the cup of my fury ^ thou 
shalt no more drink it again. But I will put it into the 
hand of them that afflict thee. 

To this day, and for the last 1800 years, the Jews 
have been drinking of this cup, and the spiritual 
church also is now sowing in tears. The prophecy 
remains yet to be fulfilled, and both the literal and 
spiritual Israel shall yet partake of its promised 
mercies. 

(5.) Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I wiil raise unto David a righteous branchy 
and a king shall reign and prosper; and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth, * In his days s/iall 
Judah be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely, and this is 
his name whereby he shall be called, the Lord, our righ" 
teotisness, 

Mr. M'Neile has a valuable lecture on this passage, 
shewing abundantly that it yet waits for its literal 
accomplishment. After proving this, he justly argues, 
that as Christ is to reign and prosper in the earth, 
the earth cannot be destroyed immediately on his 
second coming. And that, whatever change may take 
place on the earth, the geographical distinctions of 
countries will remain discernible, so far at least as 
will be necessary to distinguish Palestine from all the 
other countries of the earth ; and national distinctions 
will remain discernible, so far at least as will be 
necessary to distinguish the Jewish nation from all 
the other nations of the earth. 

(6.) Jer. xxxi. 10 — 12. Hear the word of the Lord, 
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O ye nations, and declare it %n the isles afar off^ and say, 
he that scattered Israel will gather him and keep him as 
a shepherd does his flock ; for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that UHis 
stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in 
the heights of Zion, and shall flow together to the good' 
ness of the Lord ; for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, 
and for the young of the flock and of the herd ; and their 
soul shall be as a watered garden, and they shall not sor^ 
row any more at all. 

The distinction between the Gentiles and Israel, as 
well as the locality and the temporal blessings, lead 
us to the literal, and not to the merely spiritual sense. 
The sorrowing no more at all excludes the past ful- 
filment. The scattering is literal and visible. We 
admit it, for we can now behold it. Let us then in- 
herit our Lord's blessing, by believing their future 
restoration. Blessed are they that hate not seen, and 
yet have believed, 

(7.) Jer. xxxi. 37 — 40. This saith the Lord, If hea- 
ven above can be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out from beneath, I will also east off the 
seed of Israel, for all that they liave done, saith the Lord. 
Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall 
be built to the Lord, from the tower of Hananeel, &c., it 
shall not be plucked up nor thrown down any more at all. 

This is a very remarkable promise assuring their 
future restoration. It meets the objection about the 
sin and guilt of Israel, as having broken the cove- 
nant and forfeited the promise ; the names of places 
are such as to make it very improbable that a merely 
spiritual sense was intended, and the last part of the 
prophecy is in the sight of the world unfulfilled. 

(8.) Jer. xxxiii. 7 — 9. / will cause the captivity of 
Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will 
build them as at the first ; and I will cleanse them from 
all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me ; 
and I will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have 
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sinned, and whereby they hSve transgressed against me. 
And it shall he to me a name of jwy^ a praise and an 
honour before all the nations of the earthy which shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them, and they shall fear 
and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity 
that I procure utito it. 

The promise of pardoning all the iniquities by 
which the covenant had been forfeited, the restora- 
tion of both the kingdoms of Judah and Israel, and 
the honour thereby given from ail nations to God, 
and their reverence and fear, clearly ^xclude this 
from a merely spiritual sense, a lost and forfeited 
covenant, or a past fulfilment. 

(9.) The fullest and most complete prophecy of the 
scripture on this subject, is from the 36th chapter of 
Ezekiel to the end of his prophecy. Observe parti-* 
cularly — It is concerning the land of Israel, and is 
addressed unto the mountains and to the hills, to the 
rivers and to the vallies. xxxvi. 6. The promise is 
given (v« 12 — 15), / will cause men to walk upon you, 
even my people Israel, and they shall possess thee, and 
thou shalt be their inheritance, and thou shalt no more 
henceforth bereave them of men — thou shalt devour men 
no more, neither bereave thy nations any more, saith the 
Lord God* The very sight of the land of Israel shews 
this prophecy to be fulfilled. In ver. 24, it is said, / 
will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
land; and then follows the richest promises of spi- 
ritual blessings yet to be bestowed. 

In the 37lh chapter the restoration is promised, 
under the striking and lengthened figure of the re- 
surrection of those who had been long dead.* The 



* I would by DO means exclude a literal resurrection as also in- 
tended in this remarkable prophecy, though the chief purpose be to 
point out the restoration of Israel to their own land, by the admitted 
fact of the resurrection. (See Tertullian and Jerome) We know cer- 
tainly, from Dan. xii. i, 2, that a resurrection from the dead is imme- 
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prophecy is so expresseH in the latter part of the 
chapter, as to meet the peculiarity of the restoration 
from Babylon, and distinctly to shew a farther restor- 
ation. In the return from Babylon a few of the ten 
ribes came back, as well as larger bodies of the two 
tribes, and those few are distinctly noticed, and an- 
other and farther restoration promised ; there is not 
only Judah and the children of Israel his companions, 
but Joseph the stock of Ephraim, and all the house of 
Israel his companions^ and these are to be gathered on 
every side, and brought into their own land, and made 
one nation in the land, and no more be two nations, nei- 
ther divided into two kingdoms any more at alL .• .and 
they shall dwell in the land wherein your fathers have 
dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, even they and their 
children's children for ever ; and my servant David, or 
the beloved one, shall he their prince for ever. Nothing 
can be expressed more plainly, explicitly, and abso- 
lutely, to reveal a future literal restoration. These 
chapters, were there nothing else in the scriptures, 
are, to the author's conviction, conclusive of a literal 
restoration yet to take place. There has been no 
united, constant, and uninternpted possession of the 
land hitherto ; it is yet to come. 

But the 38lh and 39th chapters shew us the troubles 
through which the Jewish nation will have to pass, 

diately connected with the deliverance of Israel. It is also costomarj 
with the prophets thus to join together a figurative and a literal re- 
surrection. Hosea (vi. 2) seems to refer, in the words, 4ffer two daya 
wiU he revive tw, in the third dap he teill raiae u» up, and we shall live in 
hU eight, first to the restoration of Israel in the third of those thou- 
sands of years (2 Peter iii. 8), which have elapsed since their captivity 
(in 721 before Christ), and also to the resurrection of our Lord on the 
THIRD DAT, which is no where else expressly predicted. 1 Cor. xv. 4. 
In the resurrection of t?ie saints we have the whole of the spi- 
ritual Israel raised. In the restoration of the ten as well as of the 
two tribes, we have the whole op the national Israel restored 
I and so all Israel shall be saved. Our Lord uses similar terms to de< 
1 scribe the resurrection. John v. 28. The early Fathers applied this 
4 -passage in Ezekiel to a literal resurrection. See Ireneeus, lib. v. ch. 
MS, 16. See also Martyr*s Common Places, part iii. ch. xv. 41—46. 
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before they have quietly the permanent possession of 
the land. The prophecy refers to the latter days, and 
re-gathered Israel in their own land, and its close 
(xxxix. 28, 29), is in the sight of all men unfulfilled. 
Then shall they know that I am the Lord their God^ 
which caused them to he led into captivity among the 
heathen ; hut I have gathered them into their own land, 
AND HAVE LEFT NONE OF THEM ANY MORE THERE. 
Neither will I hide my face any more from them, for I 
have poured out my Spirit upon the house of Isi'ael, saith 
the Lord God. Every Jew amongst us shews us that 
this is yet unfulfilled ; an allegorical sense is to us too 
forced, uncertain, and obscure to be intended. How 
can the expressions in Ezek. xxxix. 25 — ^29, be spi- 
ritualized in an application to Gentile believers? It 
seems to the author impossible in any just sense to 
do this. It remains then to be fulfilled in the literal 
restoration of Israel to their own land. 

(10.) Hosea iii. 4, 5. For the children of Israel shall 
abide many days without a king, and without a prince, 
and without a sacrifice, and withouf an ephod, and with- 
out teraphim* Afterward shall the children of Israel 
return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king, and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the 
latter days. 

The children of Israel may mean the whole twelve 
Tribes, or, as I am rather disposed to think, the ten 
Tribes (see ch. 1. 11). The ten Tribes did not return 
with Judah from Babylon, but were left in Assyria 
and Media. The latter days refers to a period yet to 
come. The abiding without a king continues. Nei-> 
ther the return nor the service have yet been accom- 
plished : They remain to be fulfilled. \ 

(11.) Joel iii. 16, 17. The Lord also shall roar out of ^ 
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem, and the hea- 
vens and the earth shall shake, but the Lord shall be the f 
hope of his people, and the strength of the children of* 
Israel, So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God 
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dwelling in Zion^ my holy mountain^ then shall Jerusalem 
be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any 
more. 

To this day strangers, enemies to Israel, pass 
tbroagb and possess Jerusalem. Tbe shaking liere 
predicted, we learn in the New Testament is yet to 
come. Heb. xii. 26, 27. The mere spiritual sense is 
forced, and inexplicable in tbe words; we may 
gather therefore that it is yet to be accomplished in 
days to come. 

(12.) Amos ix. 11 — 15. In that day I will raise up 
the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the 
breaches thereof, and will raise vp his ruins ; and I will 
build it as tn days of old, that they may possess the rem- 
nant of Edom, and of all the heathen^ which are called 
by my name. And I will plant them vpon their land, 
and they shall no more be pulled out of their land, which 
I have given them, saith the Lord my God. 

We have an infallible Commentator, tbe Holy 
Spirit, by the Apostle St. James. According to a * 
mode of quoting, not uncommon in the New Testa- 
ment, (see Discourse ix. in this volume.) the inspired 
writer when making a quotation, adds farther know- 
ledge from the true author of the word of God. St. 
James (Acts xv. 15—17.) states the object of tbe 
Gentile dispensation— Goc2 did visit the Gentiles, to 
take out of them-a people for his name ; and then thus 
quotes this prophecy : And to this agree the words of 
the prophets, as it is written. After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down, and I will build again the ruins of it, and 
I will set it up ; that the residue of men might seek after 
the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is, 
or hath been called (firiK€K\rtrai), saith the Lord, who 
doeth all things, St. James gathers then from this 
passage the important truth, clearly implied in it, 
that before the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David, 
a people was to be taken out of the Gentiles, seeing 
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that it is predicted that there should then be among 
the Gentiles those upon whom the Lord's name had 
been called he leads us also to the hope of the re- 
building ot the tabernacle of David, and the pro- 
phecy itself shews us that then the Jews shall no 
more be carried out of their land. 

(13.) Micah iii. 12; iv. 1, 2. Therefore shall Zion, 
for your sake, be ploughed as a field: and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house, as the 
high places of the forest. But in the last days it shall 
come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it 
shall be exalted above the hills ; and people shall flow 
into it* And many nations shall come and say. Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the 
house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, 

From the last clause, this passage has been gene- 
rally applied in a literal sense, but only to the first 
diffusion of the gospel from Jerusalem ; but if we 
extend the same principle of literal interpretation to 
the whole — Zion ploughed as afield, and the mountain 
of the house, named in iii. 12, the same as that named 
in chap. iv. 1, — we shall find no consistent and har- 
monious interpretation that has yet been fulfilled. 
Jerusalem was not exalted, but destroyed at the first 
diffusion of the gospel. The word rendered ** top" 
might be rendered '' head, or chief.'' See the mar- 
ginal reading. Psalm cxxxvi. 6 ; and Dr. Mc Caul's 
able Sermon on this text. He justly says, ** Words 
used figuratively, do not compel us to adopt an alle- 
gorical interpretation of the whole passage." He 
shews by the parallel passage (Isaiah ii. 1 — 3.) that 
the prediction refers to the literal Judah and Jeru- 
salem. 

(14.) Zephaniah iii. 14—20. Sing, O daughter of 
Zion I shout, O Israel! be glad and rejoice with all 

d 
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thine heart J O davghter of Jerusalem ! the Lord hath 
taken away thy judgments, he has cast out thine enemy; 
the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee, 
thou shait not see evil any more. I will make you a 
name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I 
turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the Lord. 

Where is the fulfilment literally or spiritually in 
any thing that is past? The Jews were not praised 
among all people at their return from Babylon; the 
judgments continue. The Jews still see evil. The 
captivity is not turned back. We have another clear 
testimony to their future restoration. 

(15.) Zech.x. 6. I will strengthen the house of Judah, 
and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring 
them again to place them, for I will have mercy upon 
them, and they shall be as though I had not cast them 
off; for I am the Lord their God, and will hear them, 
and they of JEphraim shall be like a mighty man. They 
shall remember me in far countries, and they shall live 
with their children and turn again. I will bring them 
again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out 
of Assyria, and I will bring them again into the land 
of Gilead and Lebanon. 

Zechariab prophesied after the chief return from 
Babylon, under Zerubbabel. His predictions how- 
ever correspond to the predictions of those wbo wrote 
before, and lead our minds on to a future and 
larger return. Judab was restored, and was to be 
strengthened; Joseph and Ephraim have never yet 
been thus gathered from far countries, and resettled 
in the land of Gilead and Lebanon. The predictions 
of Zechariab, after the restoration, thus correspond 
to those wbo wrote before, and foretell a future re- 
turn and settlement in tbeir own land, which has not 
been accomplished. 

(16.) Zech. xiv. The whole of this chapter, written 
after the return from Babylon, is manifestly yet un- 
fulfilled. No such gathering of all nations against 
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Jerasalem to battle, no earthqaake like that here de- 
scribed, joined with a capture of the city, and de- 
struction of the nations and coming of the Lord, and 
bis feet standing on the mount Olivet, and the lifting 
up of the plain, and all in Jerusalem being holiness 
to the Lord, have yet been accomplished ; and for the 
accomplishing of these, the Jews must be restored to 
their own land. 

(17.) Mai. iii. 12. All nations shall call you blessed, 
for ye shall be a delightsome landy saitk the Lord of 
Hosts, 

This prediction, written 100 years after the resto- 
ration from Babylon, is in the same glowing colours 
as those ' written before that captivity. It is con- 
nected with promises of fruitfulness of the earth, in 
the 10th verse. Malachi therefore, after the restora- 
tion from Babylon, distinctly leads us to times yet 
to come, in which Judea shall be a delightsome land 
and the Jews be called what they have never yet been 
called, by all nations, Blessed. 

Malachi contains also statements of the national 
sinfulness, which are wholly inconsistent whh the 
fulfilment of those promises of national holiness con- 
nected with their final glorious restoration. Isaiah Ix. 
21 ; Ixii. 12. The Jews are therefore yet to be restored 
from their present dispersion. 

The New Testament evidence will now be no- 
ticed. It is admitted ; and when we consider the 
peculiar circumstances under which it was given, 
there are sufficient reasons for the fact, that it is less 
explicit on the subject of the restoration, and thus 
has proved a stumbling-block to us Gentiles, and 
given an occasion for the manifestation of our selfish- 
ness, unbelief and high-mindedness. Rom. xi. 20. 
But the New Testament by no means contradicts, or 
weakens our hope of the literal fulfilment of such 
promises as those which we have noticed. It was 
chiefly written while the Jews were still under a 

d2 



■eB.ion of grace (Luke xis. 41 — 44.) in their own 
laod, and had not universall]' as a. nation rejected 
llieir Messiah. Jt was cliieHy given also for the guid- 
snce of the church, dnrlng the time of Israel's rejec- 
tion, and it was unseasonnble therefore to enter then at 
Jarge into their restoration. The chief part of it was 
also written at the crisis when God was casting off 
the Jews for a season, and all Che contrast views ofa 
purely spiritual and heavenly dispensation, litce that 
to the Gentiles, had to be unfolded, for the everlast- 
ing edjIicRtian of mankind. But though these were 
the facts of that age, nut only is there nothing to 
contradict the hopes which the Old Testament pro- 
mises give, but there is much to strengthen them. 
The New Testament is by no means silent on the 
Jewish Restoration.* 

lis very opening embodies, in the genealogy, all 
the history and hopes of the Old TestamenL Its 
first words are — T/ie book of the generation of Jetvt 
Cliriat, Iht Son of David, the Son of Abraham; thui 
bringing into prominence his direct descent froifk 
tliose to whom the promises were given. And the 
close almost of the New Testament siill holds Christ 
forth in this relation, as the rout and off.^'priag of Dtmid, 
the bright and morning star. 

In the sermon on the Mount, which is the full 
opening out of the divine constitution of the gospel, 
our Lord declares. Think nut that 1 am ciirne to destroy 
the law and the prophets, I am not come to dtstrot/, but 
to fulfil. For verily, J lay wnia yau, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one little ehall in no wise patt 
from the law, till all be fulfilled. Matt. v. 17, 18. 

At our Lord's annunciation, it was explicitly pro- 
mised, The Lord God shall give unto hiia the throne of 
til Father David, and he shall reign over the house of 
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Jacob for ever, and of hit kingdom there shall he no end* 
Luke i. 32. We wait for its fulfilment. 

Zecbarias, filled with the Holy Ghost, applies to 
Christ the fulfilment of the prophecies^ spoken by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the 
world began ; and thus we have the Old Testament 
prophecies linked in with the New Testament for 
this end. As Zecharias states that we should be saved 
from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us, 
to perform the mercy promised to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, the oath which he sware to 
our father Abraham, Luke i. 66 — 79. And this con- 
firms the Abrahamic covenant. 

Simeon declares that he is not only a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, but also the glory of thy people Israel. 
Luke ii. 32. Yet hitherto Cbrist has been chiefly 
unto the Jews a stumbling-block, (1 Cor. i. 23.) atid a 
rock of offence. 1 Peter ii. 8. 

Our Lord plainly promises a future sitting on the 
throne of his glory, and dominion over the twelve 
tribes ; ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Matt.xix. 28. And again he assures 
them, / appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my 
table, in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Luke xxii. 29, 30. We deny 
not the spiritual intervening kingdom, but we have 
no scriptural reason for excluding the future literal 
kingdom. 

The Tery time of the rejection of Israel was indi- 
rectly predicted by a reference to the times of the 
Gentiles which Daniel had foretold. Dan. vii. 25 ; 
ix. 27 ; xii. 7. They shall fall by the edge- of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive of the Gentiles, and Jerusa^ 
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, till the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. Luke xxi. 24. The deso- 




nor the hoQse of Judali has its terminstion at onr 
Lord's etlarn. Behold i/our /loute is lift unloyau dfialate, 
for I lay unto yov, ye shall not tec i«e henceforth till ye 
thall tay. Blessed U lie that cumtth in the name of the 
Lord. Matt, xxiii. S8, 39. 

The Lord himself mainlained, at the cost of his 
life, his true title, as King of the Jews. All the 
evangelistN bear witness to his making this confes- 
sion. The Jews orged it as the reason far his bein^ 
pnt to death, tohoioever mahelh himself a kiny, speaketk 
agaimt Cestar. He is, then, before his birth, an- 
nounced as trnly their king ; he rides into Jerusalem 
as their kinB; (Matt. xxi. 4, 5,) he is cracified for ' 
adhering to this truth ; and the Lord of glor; expires 
with the title inscribed over hiu on the cross, This U 
the Kiiig of the Jews. 

On his resurrection, the restoration of the kingdom 
to Israel is shewn indeed to be sospemled ; hut still 
to be kept in the power of ihe Father. Acts i. 6—8. 
See the Sermons on this passage in the following 

The Grst Discourse of St. Peler still claims the title 
of Christ, as contirmed by the Divine oath, to sit on 
the throne of Jiavid. Acts ii. 30. The second Dis- 
Doarse exhorts them to repentance, that the time) of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and 
Jeiui he sent from heaven, with the statement that the 
heaven mvst receive hint, until the limes of the reslilulian 
of all things lahich Gail hath ipohen by the mouth of all 
the holy prophets since the world btgaA. Acts iii. 19 — 21. 
Three chapters of the Epistle to the Romans dwell on 
God's dealings with Jews and Gentiles, and distinctly 
shew that the prophecies of the Old Testament on 
this very point are jet nnaccomplished; and so all 
Israel shall be saved, at it is icritten, there shall come out 
of Zion the Deliverer, and thall lam away ungodlines* 
from Jacob. 

The last hook of prophecy, the Revelalion, is not 



I 
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silent on this hope, though it be given chiefly for the 
use of the Gentile churches. They that pierced him 
are at his return to look to him and wail. Rev. i. 7. 
Under the 6th vial, the way of the kings of the east 
is prepared, and the battle of Armageddon brings us 
back to Judea. Rev. xvi. 12—16. The hallelujahs of 
the Jewish church join in with the Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, in welcoming the returning Saviouri 
in the 19th chapter. And amidst the apostacy of the^ 
nations after the millennium, the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city continue faithful, and are pre- 
served. 

The book of Revelation, however, throughout con- 
tains rather the unfolding of the heavenly Jerusalem 
than predictions of the restoration of the earthly. It 
is clear from Gal. iv. 25, 26, that these two may and 
do subsist together. There is the Jerusalem which now 
isy and is in bondage, with her children, and which is to 
l>e delivered, and restored to more than its original 
glory, when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, 
(Luke xxi. 24. Acts i. 6—8,) and there is the Jerusa- 
lem, which is above, and is free, which is the mother of us 
all, and in which there is the brightest vision of God, 
and the most entire and close communion with God. 
The distinguishing of these two is needful to enter 
into the fulness of that truth and glory which God 
has revealed both in the Old and in the New Testa- 
ment for the hope and comfort of his people.^ This 
distinction also furnishes a quickening and practical 

* Though there are many analogies and points of agreement^ the 
difference between the city of Ezekiel and the heavenly Jerusalem of 
St. John may be seen in these things. The measare of the city in 
Bzekiel does not correspond to that of St. John's, which reaches an 
eitent of 1200 or 1500 miles, a cube equal in length, breadth, and 
height. (Rev. xxi l6. Ezek. xlviii. 30—32. The city of Ezekiel had a 
temple, that of St. John had no temple. Rev. xxi. 22. Ezek. xli. 1. 
The city of St John had no nig t, but the restored Jerusalem has 
night. Rev. xxi. 25. Isa. Ix. 21. The city of Ezekiel is composed of 
earthly materials, the city of St. John of unearthly. Rev. xxi. 11 — 10, 
18— S3. These things may shew their distinctness, and that the one 
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motive for all, whether Jew or Gentile, not to be de- 
ceived by the expectation of a millennial kingdom of 
superior blessedness on earth hereafter, to neglect 
present conversion and salvation. Let as now be 
pressing into the kingdom of heaven, that we may 
partake of all its higher heavenly glories, as the gene^ 
ral assembly and church of the first-born. 

JBut while from the Jewish names in it, some woulda 
almost wholly con6ne the application of the Book o^ 
Revelation to the Jews, others, on the contrary, ob- 
ject, that as in this book we interpret the names of 
Jew, Mount Zion, Jerusalem, and the twelve tribes, 
spiritually, the Holy Spirit may have thus taught us 
to interpret now the Old Testament names of Zion, 
Judah, and Jerusalem wholly in a spiritual sense. 
In the New Testament, indeed, the names of Jerusa- 
lem, Sion, Jews, and Israel are in some places, and 
especially in this book applied in a higher sense than 
literally ; but it is with a distinction ordinarily that 
makes mistake impossible, such as the Jerusalem which 
is above. It is the^y^n thus of the Divine Spirit by 
earthly things to lead our minds on to heavenly 
things, without at all sinking the reality of earthly 
things,* 

describes the earthly and the other the heavenly, or the perfected 
church of Christ in its completed grlory. Seefieurther particulars in the 
Discourse on Isaiah Iz. 1, 2. 

* The expression Israel qf God, (Gal. vi. 16.) has been supposed, 
from the literal sense of the term Israel, to refer only to the literal 
Israel j but we want no doubtful support on this subject ; when we 
see through the Epistle that the apostle's main aim was to lead the 
church from resting in the literal to the glory of the spiritual Israd$ 
to shew that they which be qf faith are bletted wUhfait^fiU Abraham, 
that the bleaeb^f of Abraham might come on the GentUes through Jeme 
Christ, that \fffebe Christ* s^ then are ye Abraham* s seed, that Jerusalem 
which is above is free, which is the mother qf us all, I cannot but think 
that the Holy Spirit here purposely again leads the reader to the spi- 
ritual rather than the literal application of the term Israel. The whole 
character of the Book of Revelation, as addressed to the Gentile 
churches (Rev. i.— iii.) for their guidance during the mystery of the 
blindness of Israel, leads us to apply the terms of Jew, Jerusalem, 
and Mount Zion to the true church of Christ. The names of the tribes 
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Bat this view of the Reyelation by no means ex- 
cludes the literal Israel oat of their inheritance of 
blessing, or makes the book unimportant in that view. 
Though we have little direct prophecy in it respect- 
ing the Jews, we have links of connection with the 
Old Testament prophecies, which shew as the time of 
the fulfilment of those prophecies, so full of the futare 
^ory of the Jewish nation, (compare Isa. Ixiii. and 
Xev. xix., Isa. xxvii. 1, and Rev. xx. 2,) and which 
connect the Jewish restoration with the issues of the 
Gentile dispensation, the overthrow of all the ene- 
mies of Christ, and the final and full blessedness of 
the whole earth. 

Apparently also each closing part of the leading 
divisions of Revelation in the seals (chap. vii. where 
we have the twelve tribes) fn the trumpets (where we 
have the temple measured, chap, xi.) and in the 
church (chap. xiv. where we have the vintage in 
Palestine) has a spiritual application to the Gentile 
chorches, and then passes to a literal application to 
restored Israel. See the DivisionSl^in the Practical 
Guide, p. 363. 

And farther, this book furnishes us, I am per- 
suaded, if rightly interpreted, with such a key to the 
whole past Providence of God in the history of his 
church, as to give calm and solid conviction to the 
diligent and bumble, the prayerful and patient reader, 
that the time of the restoration of Israel is near. The 
clock of Providence has moved on to the signs that 
point out Israel's speedy return. 

Such is a brief sketch of a part of the scriptural 
evidence on which the hope of a future restoration of 

in the 7th chapter, for instaDce, seem directly to apply to the history 
of the Christian charch. They are enumerated, with additions, omis- 
sions, and in an order peculiar to that place, and we find in the de- 
scription of the Saracen woe some had been among the number men- 
tioned as sealed with the seal of God. Rev. ix. 4. The prophecies of 
the characters of the different tribes in Genesis and Deuteronomy in 
this view may serve to throw instructive light on the history of the 
Christian church. 
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the Jews is founded. The common objections of 
their having been fulfilled in the return from Baby- 
lon,^ of their having only a spiritual sense, of the 
blessings being forfeited by the national sins of Israel, 
are met in the simple exhibition of the plain scrip- 
tural statement. TV hile the possibility of their future 
exact accomplishment has not passed away, true faith 
in the veracity of God's word should lead us to ex- 
pect that they will yet be thus accomplished. 



3. THE OBJECTIONS SOMETIMES MADE TO THIS 

DOCTRINE. 

There are objections gathered from the scriptures 
against the interpretation which we have maintained, 
that it is important to clear away to give us firm faith 
in it. 

It is freely admitted that the views which so many 
learned, holy, and excellent men, from age to age, 
have entertained of a merely spiritual accomplish- 
ment, have considerable appearance of foundation, 
from the unfolding in the New Testament of the spi- 
ritual glories of this dispensation, under Jewish titles. 
(See the Epistles to the Galatians and the Hebrews, 
and the Book of Revelation). This dispensation as 
the ministration of the Spirit, much exceeds in glory 
the former ministration. But not one of these spi- 
ritual glories need be lost sight of, nor shall one fail, 
nor need one be relinquished in the fullest hope of 
the future restoration of Israel in a yet higher glory 
and blessedness. 

The restoration is connected, as might be shewn 
through the scriptures, with larger and fuller spiritual 
blessings both to the Jewish nation and all other na- 
tions, and with the perfected glory of the Christian 
church. If we were merely to be looking for a carnal 
reign of only earthly glory, as the Jews unhappily did 
in the time of our Lord, we should be slighting all 
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the special privilej^es of the gospel, and losing the 
whole benefit of 1800 years teaching. I do not won- 
der at the holy dread of this in spiritaally-minded 
and devoted Christians. This be far from oar 
thoughts* But if in the growing accomplishment of 
God's purposes of love, we are looking for nearer 
communion with God, eminent holiness and righte- 
ousness, deep humility, warm and comprehensive 
love, and all spiritual excellences, and seeing from 
God*s own word that this is to be the character of the 
restored Jewish nation, and that these blessings are 
to be through them diffused over the earth, we shall 
then be in a prepared state of mind to discern the 
fulness of God's love in restored Israel. Assuredly 
that nation will rightly appreciate and diligently em- 
ploy all earthly elevation as well as recovered spi- 
ritual blessedness to the glory of the Giver, and the 
good, the highest good of the human race. 

It is also admitted, that some of the more direct 
statements of the New Testament, at first sight pre- 
sent difficulties to the mind as to a literal restoration. 
Let us consider them. 

The apostle's statement (Col. iii. 11) has been sup- 
posed completely to set aside any peculiar privileges 
of the Jewish nation. There is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumeisianj nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free, but Christ is all and in all. Similar is 
the statement there is no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him, Rom. x. 12. The apostle means 
that there is under the gospel a community of spi- 
ritual privilege to believers of all nations. But on 
the smallest reflection, there must be a limitation in 
these expressions. Christ is not equally preached to 
all nations, nor are there equal proportions of con- 
verts among all nations, nor is there an equal privi- 
lege incorporated in the political constitution of 
all nations. The Jews now as a nation are among 
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the last in spiritaal privileges, and Britain is among 
the first ; the Jews may hereafter then be more ex- 
alted in spiritaal privileges than we now are. There 
will ever be a contrast in the privileges of those na- 
tions which receive and those which reject the gospel. 
The objection, therefore, in the sense in which the 
apostle uses the words does not apply, and in the 
sense to which the objection wonld apply it, the in- 
terpretation is not true. 

The declaration of oar Lord, (John iv. 21,) The hour 
cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain nor yet at 
Jerusalem worship the Father, The true worship^ 

pers shall worship the Father in spirit^ and in truth, is 
supposed by others to set aside any peculiar Jewish 
privileges. Truly that hour has come, and the length- 
ened desolation both of Samaria and Jerusalem has 
fulfilled our Lord's solemn declaration. Our Lord 
here indeed distinctly shews that only spiritual wor- 
ship will be accepted by him who is a Spirit in any 
place ; but this by no means sets aside prophecies of 
special national privileges, to be hereafter given to 
the people of Israel. 

Mistakes as to the apostle's meaning, in the ex- 
pressions, the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
(2 Cor. iii. 6), have made others think that a figura- 
tive interpretation is the only true one. The apostle's 
argument is, that the law written only on tables of 
stone is the ministry of condemnation, which only 
«hews and proves our guilt and our ruin ; but the law 
written by the Spirit on the tables of the heart, on 
the other hand, gives us real life, is the very evidence 
of our interest in the new covenant, and the token of 
spiritual life and blessedness. Mr. Scott justly ob- 
serves, **To understand *'the letter and the spirit" 
of a literal and an allegorical interpretation of scrip- 
ture is both foreign to the apostle's argument, and 
also palpably absurd and extremely dangerous. Some 
parts of scripture are allegorical, and must be so in- 
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terpreted ; bat surely laws, doctrines, promises, ex- 
hortations, and historical facts [and, he might well 
have added, most of the prophecies themselves], must 
be literally understood by all who do not seek pur- 
posely to misunderstand them.** 

But seeing that it is promised that there shall 
hereafter be one fold and one Shepherd^ and our Sa- 
"viour prays for his disciples that they may be all one ; 
how, it is asked, can this be consistent with a state in 
which there shall be particular favour shewn to the 
Jewish people, and they shall be specially distin- 
guished from all other nations. The oneness for 
which our Saviour prays, is oneness of mind and 
heart, entire communion and fellowship of spirit in 
one perfected blessedness sunder our gracious Re- 
deemer; such, for instance, as the first Christians 
had. This is perfectly consistent with an order and 
subordination of degrees in national privileges and 
blessings. There is one spirit and one voice in the 
heavenly songs, and yet there are cherubim and sera- 
phim, angels and archangels, and spirits of just men 
made perfect. So in the coming kingdom of Christ ; 
while there will be one worship and service, then will 
I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all 
call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one 
consent (Zeph.iii. 9.) ; there will be degrees and order 
of service and blessedness, according to the infinite 
wisdom of its glorious Head and King. This will be 
without one envious feeling ; the envy also of Ephraim 
shall depart^ and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut 
off ; Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not 
ve3p Ephraim, Isaiah xi. 13. If it be consistent with 
the spirituality and glory of tjhis dispensation that 
the Jews should be the last of the nations, and the 
Gentiles taken in their place, it may hereafter be 
quite consistent with the glory to come, that this re- 
lation should be changed, and the first be hut, and the 
last first. 
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Let US here notice, however, more distiDctly, that 
QDity which the scriptures point out as hereafter to 
be expected. It is a delightful subject of contem- 
plation. The unity of all those who have been given 
to Christ (John xvli. 11) ; of the first-fruits unto Crod 
and the Lamb (Rev. xiv. 4) ; of the general assembly 
and church of the first-born (Heb. xii. 23); the bridcy 
the Lamb*s wife (Rev. xxi. 9) ; gathered from the Jews 
and the Gentiles in each age till his coming, is per- 
fect and complete, aocording to the prayer of the 
Saviour (John xvii. 22, 23) ; and as described in the 
glowing figure of the heavenly Jerusalem. Rev. xxi. 
The unity of the nations on earth is, in its measure, 
complete also. Jerusalem, the city of the great King 
(Matt. vi. 35)y will then indeed be builded as a city 
that is compact together^ or at unity in itself (Psalm 
cxxii. 3), and will become, under its glorious Mon- 
arch, the metropolis of the whole earth. Isaiah Ix. 
The Lord shall be king over all the earthy and there 
shall be one Lord, and his. name one, Zech. xiv. 9. Yea, 
all kings shall fall down before him, and all nations shall 
serve him. Psalm Ixxii. 11. Here is a perfect unity 
on earth. And the unity on earth, as connected with 
the unity in heaven, is also distinctly brought before 
us : Hereafter ye shall see the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man (John i. 51) ; and 
the nations shall walk in the light of the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, Rev. xxi. 24. This is according to the good 
pleasure which God hath purposed in himself that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of time he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven, and which are on earth, Ephes. i. 9, 10. 
Phil. ii. 9, 10. Col. i. 20. When all the powers of 
the mind, and the firmness of the will, and the con- 
viction of the judgement, and the assurance of the 
conscience, and the warmth of the affections, com- 
bine with all the members, faculties, and senses of 
one body, in full energy, health, and strength ; and 
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when all, iDspired by the Spirit of the living God, 
are concentrated, and in perfect harmony united, in 
doing the will of the great Lord of all, there is a 
completed anitj in one Man. Conceive then of that 
state yet to come, when all God's creation in heaven 
and earth, perfected to their highest ends, each, how- 
cTer bumble or however elevated its own proper part, 
adding to the completeness of the whole, and carry- 
ing it forward to perfection, the whole imparting in- 
numerable blessings to each member, and diffusing 
thus, universal, individual and completed happiness : 
and say if this be not an unity of blessedness cor- 
responding to the hope which is held out in the word. 
The restoration of the Jews is a material part of God's 
designs for accomplishing this glory. 

Another objection to this doctrine has been founded 
on the passage, He is not a Jew which is one outwardly, 
neither is that circum<^sion which is outward in thefiesh ; 
hut he is a Jew which is one inwardly^ and circumcision 
is that of the heart, &c. Hence it is argued that the 
term Jew properly applies only to the church of God. 
But the very next verses lead to a different idea, and 
shew us, that the use of the word Jew in a higher 
sense, does not extinguish its use in the literal and 
ordinary sense. What advantage then hath the Jew, or 
what profit is there of circumcision 7 much every, way ; 
chiefly that unto them were committed the oracles of 
God, The passage then was only designed to shew 
that being a Jew by birth, did not necessarily involve, 
in the natural birthright, the spiritual character which 
they arrogated. But it leaves all God's promises to 
the nation untouched, and in their full force. 

The fact of the conditional character of so many 
of the covenant engagements of the Old Testament 
is rested upon, as shewing that the privileges have 
been forfeited ; but we have seen that there are pro- 
mises that expressly mention the sinfulness, and not- 
withstanding this, insare pardon and the covenanted 



blessing. The new corenant fully meets this diS 
oaltj ; it stales the breach of the former coTenaol, 
promises the repenlaoce reqoired, and gives the 
graces requisite for the atlainmentof the full blessing. 
It has been objected, tbal Ibe return of the children 
of Israel is predicted in connection with the destrnc- 
tion of Babjlun (Jer. i. 4. 17, 33) ; and as Babylon 
bas been destroyed, we must conclude that Thb 
CHILDKEN OF ISBAEL DID KRTURM AT THAT TIME; 
and as we read no longer of two kingdoms, the u 
of the two nations of Israel and Judah then look 
place. We have before shewn why the name Israel 
was continued, and how very limited was any reti 
of the ten tribes. Nor has there been such an an 
as Ezekiel predicts (xxxvii. 22); tinrler ont liing upon 
ike mountnint of Israel, nut to be divided into Iwo kinff- 
domi any more at ell. It is not improbable that small 
remnants of the ten tribes were minified with tbe 
Samaritans, as well as with Ibe Jews, yet they were 
not one with Judea, as predicted Ezck. nxxvii. 19. 
Jer. 1. 4. Samaria and its cities were built upon th« 
mountains of Israel; and Sumaria and Judea were 
hostile to each other in the lime of Nehemiah (iv, 1, 
2) ; and, in the days of Christ. Ihe Jemi had no deal- 
ingi with Ihe Satnaritani. John iv. 9. Ob.serve the 
prophecy concerning Israel and Judah. Jer. xxx. 
xxxi. / will bring again the captivity iff mg ptople 
Israel and Judah, saith the Lard : and then observe 
the express promise, Jer. xxxi. 5, 6, Thou ihalt yet '• 
plant vinei upon ihe mownlaini of Samaria ; Ihe planter 
shall plant end eat them ai common things ; for Iher* 
ihall be a day that the watchman upon the mavnt Eph- 
raitn shall eiy. Arise ye, and let us go up la Zion, to the 
Lord our God. And so afterwards, I am a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my first-barn. The ohjcclion 
is, that the ten tribes were restored, and so the pro- 
phecies fulfilled literally. If they were restored, wb; 
was Samaria on the mountains of Israel possessed 
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with a minglod race, and yet made parallel with 
Ephraim? or why was Samaria hostile to Zion? The 
history, compared with the prophecies, shews that 
the supposition of a past literal fulfilment must be 
abandoned. 

It is fully admitted some other of the prophecies 
directly refer to the return from Babylon, under the 
decree of Cyrus, foretold so long before by name, 
Isaiah xliv. xlv. But Babylon has also a larger 
meaning, even in the Old Testament prophecies, than 
the land of Cbaldea. Let any one carefully read the 
prophecies concerning it, and he will find that, with 
the minute and exact fulfilment of a large part of 
the prophecies, there are other < ' "imstances, re- 
specting ihe children of Israel and the destruction of 
Babylon, that are manifestly yet unfulfilled* There 
is the Babylon of Rome as well as of Chaldea ; and 
if the prophecies of the Old Testament are compared 
with those in Revelation, we may see what has yet to 
be fulfilled.* 

It has been objected, that Nehemiah applies the 
promises of the restoration given by Moses (Deut. 
XXX. 4), after the scattering of Israel (predicted Lev. 
xxvi. 33. Deut. iv. 27; xxviii. 64), to the restoration 
from Babylon (Neh. i. 8—10) ; and that Zechariah 
does the same* Zech. ii. 6, 7. Without giving other 



* Hr. Scott has Justly remarked, *' In general all the prophecies 
relating to the destruction of Babylon have no doubt a typical refer, 
ence to the destruction of Rome, and the Papal domination, as fore, 
told by St. John, which will be followed by the restoration of both 
Judah and Israel, in great honour and prosperity.*' See Commentary 
<m Isaiah xiy. 1, 2. The general expectation of the Jews is, that their 
redemption from their present captivity will be immediately upon the 
destruction of Romej as their former was upon that of Babylon. The 
New Testament confirms this view, as the Jewish hallelujahs come in 
Rev. xix. immediately after the faU of Babylon. Rev. xviii. That by 
the Babylon of Revelation, Rome is intended, the author has proved 
in his sermon *' Come out of Rome," on Rev. xviii. 4. This Pro- 
testant doctrine is too well grounded in the scriptures to be over, 
thrown. 



ropliea, the insnflicicDcy of this objection mnj sarely 
be evident from the consideration that a partial ful- 
filment of a prophec)' or a promise, does not evacaate 
and empty the fulnesa of ita blessing ; the first frnila 
are not tjje whole harvest. The same answer meels 
similar objectinns from the prophecy of Zachnrias. 
Luke i. 68-75. 

But cerlaio passages respeclint; Israel seem to as- 
sert an entire termination of the Jewish state, as Jer. 
xix. 11. So teiil I break this pcapU and this eiiy, at one 
hreaketh a polur'i vessel that cannot be made tcholt 
again. Expressions of a similar tendency occur, 
Hoseaix. 15. Amos v. 2S, 14. Zech. xi. 6. But the 
same prophets shew us the restoration of the Jews, 
and their inheriting tbe land for ever (Isaiah Ix. 20: 
Ixii. B. Jer. xxxi. 40. Amos ix. 15); and hence lead 
as to see that the apparently contradictory assertions 
of their utter destruction must be taken in a limited 
sense, both as to lime, and the existing generations, 
and hnman means of restoration. In fact we have 
the key to such expressions in a passage expressly 
stating toitether both destruction and restoration. 
Oeut. iv. 26—31. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews, it is fartlier said, in 
its general character, seems to indicate an entire 
abrogation of the Jewish dispensation. The first co- 
venant is found fault with. It decays and waxes 
old, and is ready to vanish away. It is removed, 
Heb. viii. 8 ; siii. 12—28. The sacrifices are super- 
seded by one inlioilely higher. All this clearly shews 
that the Jewish dispensation, as a middle wall of par- 
titioBt is broken down for ever (Eph. ii. 14) ; and as a 
shadowy one, foretelling good things to come, and 
preparatory of Ifacm, it is annulled : but a Jewish re- 
storation, in the fulness of glory and of spiritual 
blessedness to the whole earth, so far from being 

nant. Tliis is the covenant that I will make with the 
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house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
fntt my laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts. Id this new covenaDt there may be a revival 
of past services in their spiritaal import, to an extent 
of which we are now ignorant. To this view we seem 
led by those passages which speak of the Jewish or- 
dinances as the pattern of things in the heavens. In 
the carnal and merely external use, they may cease, 
while in the higher and spiritaal service they may be 
retained. The law may no longer be engraven on 
tables of stone, bat on fleshly tables of the heart ; the 
atonements no longer removing ceremonial unclean- 
ness, but shewing the removal of all pollution ; the 
sacrifices, if retained,* making every meal a sacra- 
ment, and a memorial of the death and merits of our 
Redeemer, and really bringing us to that state, whe- 
ther we eat or drinky or whatsoever we do, doing all to 
the glory of God; and whatsoever we do, in word or 
deed, doing all in the name of the Lord Jesus. What 
part the kings and priests unto God and the Father 
(Rev. i. 6), or the glorified church, may have on the 
sovereignty over the world to come (Heb. ii. 5), is as 
yet very much hidden from us. There is really 
nothing in the epistle to the Hebrews contrary to the 
literal restoration ; and it is absolutely included in 

* The renewal of sacrifices is an acknowledged dilBcalty'. They are 
literally predicted, (Ezek. xliii. 18— 27,) and yet the apostle speaks of 
their being taken away, that the great sacrifice of Christ may remain 
for ever the one all sofficient sacrifice and atonement for sin. Heb. x. 
Let OS remember, however, that though the sacrifices of the old law 
really removed ceremonial uncleanness, admitting the worshipper 
to the services of the law, they did not remove sin, bat by their re- 
ference to the coming sacrifice of Christ; (Heb. x. 4—14.) and if any 
contend that animal sacrifices are to be revived under the new cove- 
nant, it is in the idea that they can only be so, like the Lord's Sapper 
now, as memorials of the completed sacrifice of Christ, he being all 
and in all. We have reason to think that there will be death during 
the millennium, (Isa. Ixv. 20,) and if men in the flesh are sustained 
as they now are, each meal may thus be made a daily sacrament ; 
there is evidently to be an intensity of holiness in common things 
(Zech. ziv. 21,} ftur beyond what has yet been seen on oar earth. 
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the renewed asaurance of tlie blessing sealed to Abra- 
ham. Heb. vi. 13— 20. Gen. xiii. 15. 16; xxii.16, 17. 
Tbere seems, bowever. a specjal emphasis io the npof- 
tle's worda (Heb. ii. 5), of which tee eavnot now *peak 
partimlarly.Ttgi avQvn mti vw tLtftir Kara fupas, ofwkiek 
things it ii net now (the lime) to ipeak pai'licularlji, 
seeming to imply that the time to speak particalarly 
will come; not at their being cast away as when the 
epiatle was written, but at their revival, and the re- 
buildtDg of David'a tabernacle. Our minds ate also 
led OD, in the epistle ilaelf, to that world lo eome 
which is ander subjection to Christ (Ueb. ii. S — 10) : 
and to that beaTeol; kingdom, which, after the re- 
moving of the present dispensation, shall remain for 
ever immoveable. Heb. xi. 2G— 29. We must take 
care not to confound the covenant with Abraham and 
the covenant at Sinai. The Abrahamie covenant bad 
both the land of Canaan, and the posterity of Abra- 
ham, as well as Christ our Lord, for its promises; 
and the apostle expressly assures os that the covenant 
which teas confirmed before of God in Christ, iht htw 
which wot four hundred and thirty years after, eamtot 
disannul, that it should maAe the promise of none effect. 
Gal. if. 17. The SiNAi covenant, full of shadows of 
the Saviour, passed away when he came, and can 
therefore no longer be re-eBlabtisijed as the ihadow of 
good things to come, aeeiog we have tbe very substance 
in Christ Jesus. But it is undoubtedly still fall of 
inatraction to us, as to what is to be hereafter 
brought out and fullilled. Matt. v. 18. The Abra- 
HAMIC covenant is conhrmed again and again, Dot- 
withslandin^r all the sins of Israel (.Micah vii. 18—20. 
Luke i, 70—75), and can never be disannulled. Heb. 
vi. 13— 19." 
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Bat it is said that the promises made to Abraham 
of the land of Canaan are expounded by the apostle, 
as referring to a heavenly country ; now they desire a 
better country ^ that is a heavenly j wherefore God is not 
ashamed to he called their God, for he hath prepared for 
them a city. Heb. xi. 16. Hence it is supposed by 
some that the prophecies refer not to any possession 
of Canaan, but to a spiritual or heavenly glory only. 
That they include that glory is clear; but if we look 
at the whole of the scripture testimony, there is suf- 
ficient to shew that this passage does not set aside 
the plain promises we have considered. No doubt 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have not literally pos- 
sessed Canaan, and no doubt they looked, through 
the earthly promise, for that heavenly city which hath 
foundations J wltose builder and maker is Grod ; and no 
doubt they are now in paradise and blessedness. 
Luke xvi. 22 — ^26. But notwithstanding all this, the 
apostle asserts. These all , .. received not the promises, 
God having provided some better thing for us, that they 
without us should not be made perfect. Heb. xi. 39, 40. 
The resurrection glory is yet to come. We are far 
too ignorant of the nature of that heavenly city and 
heavenly country, (irarpiSa, the true fatherland) and 
its connection with the earthly Jerusalem in the 
world to come, on this ground to form any objection 
to the literal interpretation of the predictions which 
have been quoted. They may, in the resurrection 
state, possess and reign over the promised land in- 
far more glory than previously they could have done, 
or than, while we are in our present bodies, we can 
now imagine, agreeably to the prediction — The Lord 
of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and before his an- 



hopes of their national restoration, it is said, there it no diffisrence be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek. Rom. x. 12. It is trae as regrards com- 
manion of spiritual privileges to all who call on the name of Jesus, 
taut it is not true as regards national privileges of the restored Jews 
hereafter. Isa. Ix. 
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« fftoriovtli/. Isaiah Kxiv. 23. Oar Lord's refer- 
> ths resorrectioD of the bodies of Ihe Patri- 
archs (Matt. xxii. 31, 32.) seems, as Mede has shewn, 
(see his Works, p. SOl.) lo inlimale this. The 
apostles also lire repeatedly and expressly promised 
thrones over Ihe twelve tribes of Israel. Matt. xiK.28. 
Lukesxii. 30. Those who allow that the present 
state dF the Church of Christ on earth is really and 
properly denominated in the New Testameot by the 
t\t\e at l/ie hingdom of heaven, may in that fact learn 
that while the future inhcrilance is called a keavenlg 
country, it may yet hare a direct connection with a 
renewed earth. Rev. v. 10. In short, our ignorance 
of the nature of the sovereignty and glories of the 
heavenly kingdom, and lis connection with the 
earthly kingdom preclude us from making use of 
snch passages as Heb. \\. IG, as a sutticienl objection 
to a literal fulfilment of the prophecies. 

The future resurrection and the Jndgment at our 
Lord's return, as described by him in John v. 28, and 
in Matt. xxv. 31— 4G, and elsewhere, as the hour of 
resurrection and the day of Judgment, and the final 
destruction of our earth by Are, described 2 Peler iii. 
seem to others quite incompatible with a restored 
Jewish nation and a future residence of human beings 
on this earth. On these subjects the author has so 
fully stated his sentiments, in his Practical Guide to 
the Prophecies, (see Sixth Edition, p. 280, 281, 289 
— 296,) that he refers the reader thilber, thinking 
that he has fully proved its harmony with the general 
views of ihis work, and shewn the lengthened period 
which tho.ie all-important events will occnpy.^ As 

• Mede olnerveB, " tbe nord day [and )ie might have added tour] 



[Of the time of their eieat aod lonecapd' 
pUgTlini<;B in the wilderness, [Psalm i^v.J wi 

IncladM erery dEy."— Mede'i Works, 772. 



ears captivity, 
letlBieDCIhBir 
tbe SeptuagiDt 
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to the destruction of the earth by fire, in the day of 
the Lord, and the creation of the new heavens and 
the new earth, we are expressly told, in the promise 
referred to by St. Peter, (2 Peter iii. 13.) that this is 
directly connected with the restoration and joy of 
the literal Jerasalem and the restored Jewish nation. 
Isaiah Ixv. 17—25. 

I can fully sympathise with the anxieties of be- 
loved brethren, that all the soiepan sanction of these 
unspeakably important truths should be maintained 
with full power on our minds. And were this the 
place, it might be fully shewn that the terrors and 
the glories of the Lord in that day, the awful majesty 
of the Judge, the minuteness, discrimination, univer- 
sality, and eternal issues of the judgment, are not in 
the least affected, by the doctrine here maintained, 
and that it is in full harmony with the various de- 
clarations, parables and illustrations of the holy 
scriptures* Those great realities which are the stay 
and bulwark of the belie vei^s soul, amidst the temp- 
tations of this evil world, are indeed brought home 
to our hearts thus, with a vivid light, and an intense 
interest, and a present nearness, far more quickening 
and practically impressive than can be attained by 
the ideas of a distant time of judgment, and that a day 
of man's time may comprehend the whole judgment. 
The scriptural use of the word day and hour, and the 
scriptural statement of God's view of time, allow us 
to realize the most full, minute, and exact judgment 
of all that is past. Clouds and darkness are indeed 
round about him; (Psalm xclvii. 2.) there are many 
difficulties on which a suspended judgment becomes 
us ; (1 Cor. iv. 5.) and it is clear that many of the 
general statements of scripture, relating to the sor- 
rows, trials, and difficulties, for instance, of the peo- 
ple of God, the large abounding of evil, the election 
of his saints out of this world, the straitness of the 
gate of life now, which are suitable to the present 
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dispensation, \ u\l be inapplicable toaf ature, 
the aame principJe aU'ecIs also' flie 'judgment of all 
men, as it regards tlie a^es to come after ibe retura 
of our Lord. 

On some things prophecj holds oat a clear and 
■teady light; on llie restoration of Israel, the retara 
of the Savioor, his heavenly kingdom, the future 
jodgment of all meii, the everlasting punishment of 
the winked, and the everlasting life of the righteoas. 
It shews that all in heaven and in earth, and under 
the earth (Phil. ii. 0—11.) shall nltimately be enlirelr 
subject to Christ; and he shall present to his hea.- 
■venlj Father (1 Cor. sv. 24—28.) a recovered earth, 
full of righteousness, (2 Peter ill. 13. Rev. sxi. 1.) 
and God shall be all in all. and the nations of Ae 
earlh shall walk in the light of the heaven! j Jem- 
salem, (Rev. ssi.*2J.) and the saints shall reign for 
ever and ever. Rev. xxii. 5. While on these cTents 
the light is distinct and full, there arc innumerable 
tjuestions that may be raised respecting the supposed 
diBiculties of such results of glory and blessedness. 
Respecting the nature of the spiritual kingdom on 
earth, when Nicodemus asked. How can iheie thingi 
bt? our Lord did not then attempt an explanation, 
but referred him to the experience of those who had 
seen and known what they testified. How jastly 
then tnay we, respecting the heavenly kingdom, 
search indeed to the utmost the revelation which God 
has given of it in his word; and yet, after all our 
searching, rest in the divine testimony. May we re- 
member also the solemn caution aa to the danger of 
unbelief on this very subject, which our Saviour has 
given us, If I bave told you earlhly thingi and ye be- 
lilve nol, how thall ye believe if I tell you of beevenli/ 
things. We know generally that there is, for God's 
faithful people, an exceeding and eternal tceight of 
glory. We know perfectly and absolutely what is 
essential to our present course ; and, as ministers, we 
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are aathorized with the clearest evidence and con- 
viction to shew that God, and man too, shall ulti- 
mately discern between the righteous and t/ie wicked, 
between him that serveth God and him that serveth him 
not ; (Mai. iii. 18.) and distinctly to say to the right" 
eouSy it shall be well with them, for they shall eat of the 
fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked, it shall be 
ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall he given 
Mm. Isaiah iii. 10, 11.* 

* A cliapter in a work recently published, " Mr. Ransom's Biblical 
topography/* on the destiny of Canaan, chiefly taken Arom ** Letters 
on the Objections to the doctrine of Israel's Restoration/' brings for- 
ward many of the arg^uments that have been used against their 
literal restoration. 

There is in this book nsefol and interesting information on the to- 
VOgmphj of Canaan, gathered together from various sources ; but in 
the chapter alluded to, the author sees no unnoticed material objec- 
tion. The idea of the utter incapability of a literal interpretation 
•rises from the confusing the distinct ideas of parables or visions with 
the use of figurative language. Figurative expressions are not ex- 
daded from literal prophecies as they are not excluded from the 
plainest and most literal conversation. The author has endeavoured to 
make this clear in the 7th chapter of his " Practical Guide to the Pro- 
phecies.*' Words thus used figuratively can never oblige us to make 
the whole discourse a parable. 

Again, the use of old names of countries and nations is no reason 
why those countries, and the nations now in them, may not be the sah. 
jects of predicted events. Sir Isaac Newton has long since observed, 
on Dan. vii. 11, IS, ** The nations of Chaldea and Assyria are still the 
first beast ; those of India and Persia are still the second beast; those 
of Macedon, Greece, and Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt, are stiil the 
third beast; and those of Europe, on this side of Greece, are still the 
fourth beast.*' (Page 31.) It is asked, *' Is it believed that the Lord 
Shalt utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian Sea, and with his 
mighty wind shake his hand over the river, and smite it in the seven 
streams thereof and make men go over dry shod?*' Let the Divine 
Spirit himself, by the prophet Zechariah, speak the answer to this and 
to similar astounding marvels in the eyes of our unbelief; and that 
on this very point of the full literal restoration of Israel^ from the 
west as well as from the east, beyond the remnant restored in that 
day, (Zech. viii. ft— 8,) Thtu aaith the Lord qf J^oatt; If it be mar- 
veUoua in the eyee qf the rentnant qf this people in theee dajf», ehotdd it 
alao he marveUoue in mine eyegl saith the Lord qf hotte, TThueaaith 
the Lord qf hosts; Behold, I wHl save my people Ji-om the out country, 
and from the west country , and I will bring them, and they shall dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem ; and they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God, in truth and righteousness. Let us, then, have full frdth in 
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4. THE SITUATION OF THE TEN TRIBES. 

A real difficalty coDcerning the restoration of Israel 
in the minds of some is our present ignorance re- 
specting the ten tribes. It is asked. Where are the 
Ten Tribes? and as to certainty we mast reply, We 
know not. And is not this just what the Bible testi- 

God*s own and plain .word 1 How he repeats the words, " the Lord of 
hosts," as if to strengthen and confirm our faith. 

Having thus noticed an opinion against his own view, the aatfaor 
cannot forhear adding the pleasure which it gave him, to see that Dr. 
Henderson, whose judgment is likely to carry mucti just weight and 
influence, has, in his new translation of Isaiah, thus expressed his 
own change of mind, and his belief of the literal restoration. " That 
such restoration is taught in the scriptures I had been accustomed to 
regard as more than questionable, how firmly soever I believed in 
their future conversion to the faith of Jesus. On examining, how. 
ever, the different prophecies of the Old Testament, which treat of a 
return of that people, I h'bve had the conviction forced upon my mind, 
that while the greater number decidedly apply to the restoration 
which took place on the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, there are others 
which cannot without violence be thus applied; but which being upon 
any just principle of interpretation equally incapable of application 
to the affkirs of the Gentile church, must be referred to events yet 
future in Jewish history. In this class I particularly include the last 
six chapters of Isaiah, which immediately follow the remarkable pre* 
diction respecting the conversion of the Jews at the close of the fifty, 
ninth. Not the most distant allusion is made throughout these 
chapters to any circumstance connected with the deliverance from 
Babylon j while on the other hand, they contain a distinct recc^idi- 
tion of various things belonging to the new dispensation, — such as 
the Divine mission of the Messiah, the abolition of the Jewish wor- 
ship, the calling of the Gratiles, the rejection of the Jews, and certain 
features of their present dispersion. At the same time, there is such 
a marked distinction uniformly kept up between the persons spoken 
of and the Gentiles ; snch an appropriation to their condition of lan- 
guage, elsewhere only used of the natural posterity of Abraham ; such 
an obvious description of the desolation of Palestine, and such express 
mention of a restored land, mountains, vineyards, fields, household, 
flocks, &c. which cannot be figuratively understood, that with no 
hermeneutical propriety, can the scene be placed in the Gentile world 
or regarded as exhibiting the state of Gentile Christianity." 

The author had not read his friend Professer Lee's objections to a 
literal restoration, when he wrote these Introductory Remarks, but 
he sees among them no material objection unnoticed, and nothing to 
alter his own convictions, as here stated. 
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mony concerning thetn would lead as to expect 
would be their state till their restoration. 

First we read generally of the whole Jewish na* 
tion, (Deut. xxviii. 64, 65.) The Lord shall scatter 
thee among all people^ from one end of the earth even 
unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even 
wood and stone ; and among those nations thou shalt find 
no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest. Then 
particularly with reference to the ten tribes. Hosea 
ill. 4. For the children of Israel shall abide many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an image, and without teraphim. 
We may hence justly conclude that they have not 
continued as a kingdom apart from others. Ephraim 
is joined to idols, let him alone ; (Hosea iv. 17.) it is 
possible they may have remained in their idolatry. 
We read, (Hosea ix. 17.) My God will cast them away, 
because they did not hearken to him ; and they shall be 
wanderers among all nations. To this corresponds the 
expressions of Amos, (ix. 9.) I will sift the house of* 
Israel among all nations. Isaiah has predicted, (vii. 8.) 
Ephraim shall be broken, that it be not a people ; and 
the title which he gives to the Israelites is The out' 
casts of Israel, Isaiah xi. 12. There is a message to 
Moab : Hide the outcast, betray not him that wandereth. 
Let mine outcast dwell with thee, Moab, be thou a covert 
to them from the spoiler, Isaiah xvi. 3, 4. In another 
chapter in Isaiah we read of the children of Israel as 
ready to perish in the land of Assyria. Isaiah xxvii. 13. 
Mr. Faber supposes, with some reason, that there is 
a reference to the ten tribes as yet in darkness, in the 
passage where it is predicted that the Redeemer is 
given as a covenant to the people to establish the earth 
and to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; and for 
this end, Ma/ thou may est say to the prisoners. Go forth, 
and to them that are in darkness. Shew yourselves. Isa. 
xlix, 8, 9. Mr. Scott indeed would confine this to 
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llie Genlilos : iL h however pecoliatly applicable to 
the present ailuation of the ten tribes in darkness, ns 
hidden frum oar sight, and (he words admit of large 
and growing HCcompliBlimenl. 

How exactly does our present knowledge of the ten 
tribes ootrespond to the description of prophecy. 
They were lirst carried captive inio Atiyi-ia andplaced 
in Haleh and in Habor, bi/ the rivei- of Gozan, end in 
the cities of tht Medes ; (2 Kin-s xvii. 6,) and to Ihta 
day many of the tea tribes, mingled with Jews, are 
found in the regions which surronnd this neighboor- 
hood. While the Jews are chiefly found in the Euro- 
pean kingdoms, we hear of Israelites also in Persia, 
Tataria, and Cauhul ; in Hindostan, in China, and in 
Africa. It is not impossible that (he American In~ 
dians descended from them. The following singnlar 
account of them is gitcn in the course of a dream, 
in the apochryphal book of Esdras: (2 Esdras xiii. 
40 — 45.) " The (en tribes were carried away prison- 
ers out of their own land in the time of Osea the king, 
whom Salmanasar. the king of Assyria, led away 
captive, and he caried them over the waters, and so 
came they unto another land.' But they took this 
counsel among themselves, tliat lliey would leave the 
multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a further 
country, where never mankind dwelt, that they might 
there keep (heir statutes, which they never kept in 
their own land. And they entered into Euphrates, 
by the narrow passages of the river. For the Most 
High then showed signs far them, and held still the 
flood till they were passed over. For through that 
country there was a great way to go ; namely, of a 
year and a half: the same region is called Arsaretb. 
Then dwelt they there until the latter time ; and now 
when they shall begin to come, the Highest shall 
stay the springs of the stream again, that they may 
go ; therefore snwesl thou the multitude with peace." 
Arnald considers that this book was probably written 
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by a Jew converted to Christianity, with the hope of 
converting others, in the times of the first heathen 
persecations. This passage may therefore be viewed 
as containing the sentiments of the Jews of that day, 
respecting them ; and may have been the obscure 
tradition of their passing on to America. Bat it mast 
be allowed to be uncertain and obscure. We cannot 
speak positively respecting the ten tribes. There is 
a veil upon their present situation ; they are among 
the nations ; they are unknown and in darkness ; 
they are under a covert ; they are hidden ; they are 
outcasts: and this is just what the prophets lead us 
to expect would be their state.* 

* Calmet has a Dissertation prefixed to the Book of Chronicles <* On 
the Country to which the Ten Tribes were taken, and on that in 
which they now are;" giving varioos opinions to his day, and giving 
his own opinion, that the ten tribes gradually returned, and so ful- 
filled the prophecies. Mr. WolflTs Journals, from 1831 to 1834, con- 
tain many interesting particulars respecting the Jews in Armenia, 
Persia, Khorassaun, Toorkestaun, Bokharra, Balk, Affghanistan, 
Cashmeer and Hindostan. Hfs idea was, as the result of his enqui- 
ries, that the chief body in the east was at Lassa, in China. In 
various parts of the east (see, for instance, Jewish Intelligencer, 
December, 1840, and Buchanan's Researches,) there appear to be 
remnants of the Ten as well as of the Two Tribes, but in a very de- 
graded state. It will hereafter be really an object of great interest to 
the Gentiles to search them out in order to bring this scattered and 
peeled people, who have been meted out and trodden down, a* a preeent to 
the place of the name of the Lord qf Hosts, the Mount Zion. Isa. xviii. 
If part of the ten tribes are in China, it is singular that both those 
countries, Palestine and China, should at this time (December, 1840,) 
be so r«tnarkably brought under the attention of Europe ! May we 
be delivered from all unrighteous aggression, and mad^ instrumental, 
as vessels of mercy, in accomplishing the purposes of Grod's love to 
our fellow-men. 

it may be right here to notice Mr. Wilson's recent work on ou^ 
Israelitish origin. I have read it without any conviction. Believing 
with him in the same hope of the restoration of Israel and the per- 
sonal reign of our Saviour, I cannot but regret that so pious a writer 
should, on so scanty a foundation, seek to establish a system which 
appears to me to confound the distinct situation of Jews and Gentiles, 
and the peculiarity of the divine love in the times of the Gentiles. 
However his work may be useful in calling attention to the subject 
and suggesting thoughts to other minds j his system is, in my view 
unsupported in its proofis, and contrary to the pliUn testimony of scrip- 
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How then shall the ten tribes be discovered and 
made known ? When there was a aimilar difficaltj 
about the descent of the priesthood, in the times of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, as to those Jews supposed t6 
belong to the priesthood, who could not find their 
register, the governor of the returned Jews acted 
thus : They were put aside^ till there stood up a priest 
with Urim and with Thummitn. Ezra ii. 63. Neb. vii. 
65. Now we have the express prophecy of Malachi 
(iv. 5, 6.) confirmed by our Lord, that Elias shall first 
come and restore all things* Matt. xvii. 11. He was 
the prophet of the ten tribes, and their restoration is 
connected thus with his re- appearance. Thus God 
who has promised the restoration of Israel, will, at 
the appointed time, not only recover and restore 
them, but also make them known as his own people, 
and so make the fulfilment of his own promise clear 
to all men. 

The posterity of Israel thus to be restored with the 
Jews may probably be very numerous, how then can 
Palestine receive the whole? The scriptures give us 
reason to expect that the Holy Land will in the 

tare. Instead of blindness in part happening: to Israel, and the ful' 
ness of the elect among the Gentiles now coming: in, this view would 
make, in the whole of the Gentile dispensation, Israel the seeking 
people, and the Gentiles the blinded people, and destroy the contrast 
of the apostle between Jews and Gentiles. The sovereignty of God 
on this hypothesis would be resolved into almost a carnal and me- 
chanical selection of one family, instead of that largeness and folness 
of love which the holy scriptures reveal, which has no respect of 
persons, but deals both righteously and graciously with the whole 
human race. There appeus more reason to think that there is a 
foundation for the opinion that the original American Indians were 
of the ten tribes, as shewn, with a good deal of apparent evidence, in 
Mrs. Simon's '* Ten Tribes Identified,*' but we have no certainty yet 
respecting them. The Rev. J. Samuel, in a volume entitled *'The 
Remnant Found or the Place of Israel's Hiding Discovered," endea- 
vours to shew that the Jews of Daghistan, on the Caspian Sea, are 
the remnant of the ten tribes, and his own evidence of this is brought 
forward. They were visited by him in 1837 and 1838; but in any 
case this can only be a fragment of the whole. Finn's history of 
the Jews in Spain and Portugal contains much valuable information. 
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fatare ages be greatly extended, beyond what has 
ever yet been actaally possessed by Israel as their 
own. Its borders, as named by Moses, (Exod. xxiii. 
31.) and by Ezekiel (xlvii. 13—23.) would appear to 
extend to the Euphrates on the north, and from 
Hamath on the Orontes to the Red Sea, down to 
Kadesh Meribah, (Numb. xx. 12, compared with 
Ezekiel xlvii. 19.) and from Tamor or Tadmor in the 
wilderness to the River Nile. (See Tyso's Enquiry 
after Prophetic Truth, with a map of the boundaries.) 
The part that is now desert will, according to many 
promises of the Old Testament, become fruitful. 
This enlargement of territory is often intimated. The 
place is too strait for me, give place to me that I may 
dwell, Isa. xl^x. 19, 20 ; liv. 2. See also Dent. xix. 8, 9. 

5. THE DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY OF OUR FAITH. • 

Let us farther notice and endeavour to remove some 
difficulties in the way of our entire faith in the plain 
scriptural testimony to their future restoration. 

The LENGTHENED PERIOD OF THEIR DISPERSION IS 

a difficulty in the minds of some. For 2500 years the 
ten tribes have been separated from Judea. For 1800 
years the two tribes that were partially restored from 
Babylon have been scattered. Is there human pro- 
bability, then, of their restoration? The answer to 
this is abundantly given in the scriptures. Look at 
the past history of the nation. When Abraham was 75 
years old, he had to wait another quarter of a century 
before the promised son by Sarah was given to him ; 
400 years passed before the promise of Canaan was < 
realised ; and nearly 2000 years ere the promised 
Saviour was born. Moses predicted that a prophet 
like himself should rise in Israel ; many glorious 
prophets, from Samuel to Malachi, were raised up, 
but nearly 1500 years passed before the intended pro- 
phet came. Look at the plain predictions of desola. 
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tion ; desolate Aeritagei, (I»a. xlx. 8,) wvsle citiei, th* 
detoialioni of mang generation!, (Tsa. Ixt. 4,) the old 
waite placet, the fuundalioiu of many generaliom, (I»b. 
Iviii. 12,) many dayi, (Uosea iii. 4.) Look at tbe pro- 
mises of tbe period of reatoralion. after many dayi, in 
the latter yean, in the latter dayt. Eaek. XKSviii. 8, 16. 
Look at tbe precise time predicted of the restored 
ganctnarj, and its being trodden under fool, 2300 
mornings and efeoingB, or years, (Dan. viii. 14,} and 
see in all this that the lengthened period furnishes no 
occasion of doubl, but is the very conlirmatioD of tbe 
prophecy, and the full assurance of our hopes of iU 
ir termination. God's mind is infinite and elerDal, 
he is the everlasting Ood, he discerns the end from 
the beginning, hefainteth not, nor is totary, there U no 
searching of his uniieritanding. Isa. xi. S8. His own 
gracious and boly purposes, his unchangeable cha- 
racter, his grace and his goodness, his love and his 
righteousness, thus have their full exhibition and 
illnstralioii, through all tbe ages to come of that end* 
less etornily to which wc are hastening, and nbere 
we shall fully lind that, to know liim and Jesas Christ 
whom be has sent, is etenial life. 

The great stumbling-block which the Gentile 
ehurcbes meet with, in receiving tbe doctrine of the 
future restoration of Israel, is its close connection 
with the humbling fact of OUR apostacy and comino 
JUDGMENTS UFOH US. This is so contrary to all oar 
wishes and hopes, and so humbling to our pride and 
seir-snfficiency, that those who have fallen away, 
and indeed Gentile Christians at large, struggle 
against its Irnlh with great earnestness. Yet St. Paul 
warns the Roman church much on this very subject 
(Rom. xi. 18—24), and inlimales thata/^arecanc/iujed 
IK unbelief, xi. 32. And our Lord himself shews that 
the last state of the world before his coming shall be 
similar to that of tbe state of the world before the da- ' 
luge. Malt, xxiv, 37—41. To have the Jews restored to 
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their fjormer eminence, while the Gentiles are judged 
for apostacy, and then to have future blessings come 
to our whole earth through restored Jerusalem, is very 
painful and offensive to Gentile high-mindedness. 
yet are the signs of the apostacy on the Christian 
churches too apparent to be denied. See Appen- 
dix iii. O what need, then, have we for contrition 
and humility ! With the lowly is wisdom. 

Observe the different veils of unbelief, prejudice, 
and self- wisdom, by which our corruption keeps truth 
hidden from our view, and thus we forfeit our spi- 
ritual privileges. The Jews are under a veil as to 
Christ being the light of the Gentiles, They cannot 
see in his humiliation and death, and their rejection, 
and our receiving of him, their own prophecies fulfilled. 
The Gentiles, too, are under a similar veil respect- 
ing their own apostacy, and the predicted recovered 
privileges of the Jewish nation. They deny that such 
privileges are promised, and robbing the Jewish na- 
tion, still think that they render thereby a spiritual 
sacrifice to God. Thus will the Jews be more pro- 
voked to jealousy, (Rom. x. 19,) and God will accom- 
plish his own gracious purposes to Israel as he has 
foretold, JFor I the Lord love judgment : I hate roh~ 
hery for burnt offering, and I will direct their work in 
truth ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, and their seed shall be known among the Gentiles. 
Isa. Ixi. 8, 9. There is no need on either side of that 
supplanting of which Esau complained. Gen. xxvii. 
86. There is in Christ fulness of blessing for all, and 
this God designs as his gracious issue of mercy. Kom. 
xi. 32. 

The depth of God*s mysteries towards both 
Jews and Gentiles is another difficulty to faith. When 
we remember the narrowness of our minds, and the 
selfishness of our thoughts and the corruption of our 
hearts, we need not be surprized at the difficulties 
which the Jews, in exclusive possession of privileges, 
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have made to the Genlil^s bein^ partakers with them- 
Id a similar manner ue Gentiles, wheD grafted i a 
their place, have feit the like QDwillingDeas to believe 
in the restoratioD of the Jews to their coienaot prU 
vileges, and their own country, and their national 
pre-erainence. The scriptures represent these things 
as Divine mysteries. Thus St, Paul expresaly cau- 
tions us against being ignorant oF the mystery of 
Israel's blindness: I would nat, brtlhrtn, that ye ikmtld ' 
6b ignorant o/lhia v%ystery, lut ye thouldbe viiie in your 
own conceits; thai blitidneis in part is happened unto 
Israel, until Che fulness of the Genlilei be come in, and 
to all Israel shall le saved. Rom. xi, 25: on the one 
hand there is present blindness to Israel partially, 
and a fulness to be gathered during it from the Oeo- 
tilea, (see Heb. xi. 40. Rev. vi. 11,) and on the other 
hand, at ttie return of the Redeemer, there is lo be 
the salvation of all Israel; the glonGcd church cod- 
siating of the first fruits of Jews and Gentiles enter- 
in^ into the full lahalion ready to be revealed, (1 Peter 
i. 5,) and the literal Israel delivered from their present 
dispersion, restored and converted. I! is equally a 
mystery of Christ, made known by the preaching of 
the gospel through the world, that the Gentiles shinitd 
be feUeW'heirs and of the same body, and partakers of hit 
promise in Christ by the gospel. Ephes. iii. 6. These 
mysteries will not he finished or fully disclosed, {Rev. 
xii. 7. 1 Cor. XV. 51. Ephes. v. 31, 32. Rev. xix. 7.) 
till the close of the times of the Gentiles, the re-ga-t 
Ihering of Israel in their own land, the resnrrectionl 
of the saints, and the marriage nnion of Christ and! 
his church. Till that time we may expect that we' 
shall all have partial and defective views of the fat- 
ness of God's love and righteousness, and the com- 
prehensiveness and depth of his Divine wisdom in all 
his dealings with Jews and Gentiles. 

Another great dilTtculty is the weakness of our 

TAITH IN THE PROMISED SECOND COMING OF ODB 
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Lord and Saviour. The first Christians were so fall 
of eager anticipation of it, that they needed a check. 
2 Thess. ii. 1, 2. We are so unbelieving that we need 
the most awakening admonition. Rev. xvi. 15. After 
the long cessation of mi racaloas interference with the 
ordinary coarse of events, and after the lengthened 
continuance of the season of grace for 1800 years, 
sach an interposition is so contrary to our habits an.d 
experience, and the common facts of history, so over- 
whelming and so surprizing, that it is a great difficulty 
now to realize the plain scriptural testimony. We 
are also assured that the ordinary transactions of life 
will go on to the last. They did eat, they drank, they 
haughty they sold, thei/ planted, they builded ; even thus 
shfUl it he in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 
Luke xvii. 28, 30. The prophecies of the restoration 
of the Jews are intimately connected with this great 
and plainly revealed event, which is so offensive to 
the world. 

Hence Christians have by no means yet given that 
close attention to those prophecies, and that full con- 
fidence in them, which they justly elaim from the 
plainness and extent of the scripture testimony, and 
the unutterably important events connected in God's 
word with the restoration of Israel. If there be re- 
son to think, as there is, that their restoration is 
clearly predicted, and is near at hand, and if with it 
be explicitly connected a time of trouble, such as never 
was since t here was a nation, {DdHi, xii. 1,) and a change 
in the dispensations of God both towards Jews and 
Gentiles, and the overthrow of all wickedness, and 
the filling the earth with truth and righteousness, then 
may this subject justly claim the most earnest atten- 
tion of all the people of God. And if beyond all this, 
there be connected with the restoration of Israel, as 
there clearly is, a resurrection of the just, a visible 
appearance and return of Christ to our earth, and the 
full establishment of his universal kingdom, then are 

f 2 
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we still more urgently called to stady what God has 
revealed for our use on this subject* 

Nor let us be surprized that comparatively few 
BELIEVE THESE THINGS ; but rather therein discern 
more clearly the reality of that scripture testimony 
which corresponds so closely to the present state of 
men's minds. Antichrist and his followers are ex- 
pressly to deny that our Lord is coming (tpxoiiafov) in 
the flesh. 2 John 7. The worldly part of the church 
is scoflSngly to throw it off with the inquiry, where 
IS THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING. 2 Pctcr iii. 4. His 
own ministers and servants are to say, at least in the 

heart, MY LORD DELAYETH HIS COMING, (Matt. XXiv. 

48,) and even the wise virgins slept till the cry was 
made, Behold, the bridegroom comet h- Matt. xxv. 5, 6. 
Can any thing more exactly describe the real but the 
most dangerous situation of unbelief and lethargy in 
which men now are on this subject, and from which 
it is the great duty of the faithful watchmen to rouse 
them. Another kind of sore temptation, unbelief, 
will, however, in the hour of trial, assail even God's 
own servants. While they are crying day and night 
for deliverance, they will be tempted, from the great 
triumph of that wicked, then revealed, (2 Tbess. ii. 8,) 
to doubt of the speedy return of our Lord, and of their 
full deliverance ; when the Son of Man cometh shall he 
find faith on the earth. Against this temptation we 
are guarded and strengthened by the assurance, he 
will avenge them speedily, Luke xviii. 7, 8.t 

* Yet let me not be misunderstood as if asserting that a belief of 
the literal restoration of the Jews was an essential Article of faith. 
Many of the most excellent of the earth have conscientioasly disbe- 
lieved it. To me it appears important to the completeness of Christian 
faith ; but the real life of a Christian is far more immediately con. 
nected. with a simple dependance on Christ dying for our sins (Gal. 
ii. 20), and our thence having entire confidence in the love of God to 
our souls. 

t The author must refer to the 5th and 6th Chapter of his Practical 
Guide to the Prophecies for the fall scriptural evidence of the coming 
of our Lord before the Millennium. 
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The past failure of anticipations confidently 
GATHERED FROM PROPHECY, is, perhaps, the most 
serious difficalty in the way of the faith of him who is 
well acquainted with the precipitate expectations of 
former ages. It has been, with some show of reason, 
objected, that men have always been expecting 
A CRISIS OF terrible DISASTER, and have again and 
again been found to be false alarmists. No doubt 
this is a just reason for great humility and modesty 
in our pre-anticipations of particular times and minuter 
events. Let us be taught this at least by such an ob- 
jection. But there is another lesson to be gathered 
from these fore-anticipations of the last tribulation, 
thus common to all classes and to every age. It is 
not this, — to throw aside all watchfulness and care for 
readiness, in the idea that there will be no such thing 
as that which the holy scriptures have plainly pre- 
dicted ; but this rather is the lesson taught us, — more 
carefully, minutely, and fully to search into the scrip- 
tural testimony concerning it. The holy scriptures 
give us sure and infallibly true information both as to 
the nature of it, and as to the times and seasons, and 
as to the blessed result in the universal triumph of 
the kingdom of Christ. Thus all those coming sha- 
dows of future events, however dark or dreadful, how- 
ever alarming and surprising, beyond what our earth 
has ever yet witnessed, will only lead us to that calm 
and steady faith in the Divine Redeemer, and his 
control and guidance of all to a full issue of blessed- 
ness and glory, which will enable us, according to his 
direction, to lift up our heads in the absolute assurance 
that our redemption draweth nigh. 

There is a worldly appearance of wisdom in being 
silent, which is not real wisdom. It is not the wis- 
dom of God's children, standing alone as witnesses 
for his truth, but the wisdom of going with the great- 
est number. It is not the wisdom of that faith which 
is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 



IXX INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

things not seen ; but the wisdom of not supposing any 
thing likely to take place that is out of the ordinary 
course of sight, sense, and experience, though the 
scriptures have expressly revealed it. It is, in short, 
the burying of all lively faith in the tomb of the mere 
common fiensa of the world. We see its issues In 
rationalism, Neologianism, and infidelity, but many 
see not the commencement of the downward path. 

We cannot enter into the common reasoning: sup- 
pose nothing comes of what you anticipated, either 
of remarkable judgments on the wicked, or remark- 
able blessings on the righteous, your reputation will 
suffer. We reply, that we had better be called fool- 
ish by the world, than be found by the Lord of all 
unprepared for the event itself. We reply, we have 
not desired the woeful day. Jer. xvii. 16. We had 
infinitely rather have Jeremiah's spirit of ardent de- 
sires for all goody though without any warrant and 
against all warrant of true prediction (Jer. xxviii. 6)» 
than Jonah's spirit of grief that predicted judgment 
was not executed (Jonah iv.), at the time when he 
expected, but was actually delayed, and the time of 
grace prolonged, on the repentance of the people. 
But it is real selfishness and hatred, not love, to with- 
hold painful truth. A Christian with any thing of 
the divine mind can have no pleasure in the death 
of sinners. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Would to God, indeed, 
that the Gentile churches would follow Daniel's 
counsel to Nebuchadnezzar, Wherefore^ O king, let 
my counsel he acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins 
by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy 
to the poor, if it may he a lengthening of thy tranquillity* 
Dan. iv. 27. Oh that it might yet be ! Let us labour 
for it to the last, and pray for it fervently, and nei- 
ther prayers nor labours shall be fruitless of unspeak- 
able blessings. Not merely Daniel himself, but his 
people also, were delivered from Babylon. 

We reply farther, Let God be true, and every rnan a 
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liar, Rom.iii. 4. We will go on in watchfalness and 
preparation to the end, acknowledging our ignorance, 
but obeying all the Lord's directions, and stilf taking 
heed to the sure word of prophecy, as a light given 
us by God himself. If Abraham, when he went to 
Mount Moriah in pursuance of God's command, to 
offer Isaac for a burnt-offering, had been told how 
impossible it is this promised seed can inherit the 
land, he would have replied, God was able to raise him 
wp even from the dead, Heb. xi. 19. Let us then, in 
the darkest seasons, obey the command of God, and 
be waiting for our Lord's return. Let us, following 
the faith of Abraham, whatever may be the difficul- 
ties, have entire confidence in the plain statements 
of scripture, and the omnipotent power of Him with 
whom all things are possible. When the first pro- 
mise was given, the seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head, and afterwards more fully interpreted, 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel ; how unlikely its fulfilment, 
after the lapse of four thousand years from its first 
delivery in the garden of Eden ! But in the fulness of 
time God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
The fulfilment of this promise stands as a sign that 
all other promises shall be fulfilled : it is a sure 
pledge that not one, however long delayed, however 
supernatural, however opposed to all human ideas 
of probability, shall ultimately fail of its entire, com- 
plete and exact fulfilment. Have faith in God. 

(6.) THE SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

Having now, it is hoped, established the scriptural 
doctrine of a future literal restoration of Israel to 
their own land, did time and space permit, we might 
enter at large into their history when restored. We 
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have shewn, in the following discourses, that they 
will, iQ all probability, be in part restored in an un- 
converted state. The hones must come together^ hone 
to his bone, the sinews and fiesh come upon them, and 
the skin cover them before the breath of life is given 
to them. Ezek. xxxvii. 7 — 10. The Old Testament 
prophecies, as well as our Saviour's discourse (Matt, 
xxiv), point out the last troubles through which they 
will then pass, and the appearance of our Lord Christ 
for them, and their national conversion in Judea.* 
The prophets dwell at length and repeatedly on the 
mighty miracles attending their completed restora- 
tion, and on their future and eodnring glory. Some of 
these particulars are detailed in the following sermons* 
If servants of God, we shall take pleasure in the 
stones of Zion, and favour the dust thereof. What 
God has revealed too in his word, must be profitable 
for the meditation of his church. The subject is, 
however, too large and too vast for incidental notice. 
What a reality will the Lord's final, peculiar, and 
special mercies to Israel give to all the Psalms of Da- 
vid, and to such expressions as occur continually. 
Psalm xcviii. 3 ; c. 5 ; cxvii. 2. And what a power 
will they give to this kingdom of priests^ to plead his 

* It was a general opinion of the Fathers ttiat Antichrist would be 
a Jew, and appear at Jerusalem, and sit in the temple there. I can 
see no scriptural evidence that the great Antichrist of the scriptures 
will rise up among the Jews : Our Lord shews there shall arise false 
Christs and false prophetst and shall shew great signs and wonders, in so 
much that {fit were possible they shouid deceive the very elect. Matt, 
xxiv. 24. This therefore was to be expected. Indeed already, to the 
tremendous cost and sufferings of the deceived Jews, in past days, 
from age to age, false Christs have deceived them ; and we may ex- 
pect it will be so, when again restored, till their conversion. But the 
great Antichrist of scripture is Popery; its last open manifestation in 
the avowed Antichrist casting off the mark of Christianity has yet in- 
deed to be revealed, and the last attack of this Antichrist will be on 
the restored Jews in Jerusalem. His taking that city and the cruel- 
ties he perpetrates there are connected with his final overthrow. 
Isa. Ixvi. Dan. xi. Zech. xiv. Ezek. xxxix. 40. See the ' Practical 
Guide to the Prophecies,' p. 163—181, and see Discourse on the last 
tribulation of the Jews. a . 
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cause before all nations with full success ! So the 
heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings 
of the earth thy glory. 

The second coming of our Lord, as the king of the 
Jews, and his glad reception by them, and dominion 
over them, is not a transient appearance, but a visible 
and lasting glory, and a reign for ever. Luke i.32, 33. 
He does not come for a day of man's time, of twenty- 
four hours of our life, but for a day first of a thousand 
years (2 Peter iii. in which the new heavens and the 
new earth are formed (Isa. li. 16; Ixv. 17 ; Ixvi. 22; 
2 Peter iii. 13,) and then to establish his everlasting 
kingdom. Dan. vii. 14. 

Multiplied have been the objections made to the 
literal interpretation of prophecies, which on the face 
of them favour a visible appearance and a personal 
reign of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
earth ; and the modes in which the literal meaning 
has been set aside, have been varied. Some have 
endeavoured to distinguish between a spiritual com- 
ing supposed to be intended in such passages as 
2 Thess. ii. 8 ; Rev. xix. 11—21, xx. 1—7, and a lite- 
ral coming in sach passages as Matt. xxv. 31 — 46 ; 
John V. 28, 29 ; Acts xxiv. 29 ; 1 Thess. iv. 16 ; Rev. 
XX. 11 — 15. But the connection of the passages sup- 
posed to mean only a spiritual coming, is far from 
justifying that interpretation. How can we, for in- 
stance, without assuming the very conclusion in 
question, view the coming mentioned 2 Thess. ii. 8, 
as spiritual, while the coming mentioned just before 
2 Thess. i. 10, ii. 1, is clearly literal and visible ! We 
ought rather, therefore, from this very passage, to 
discern distinctly the visible return of our Lord be- 
fore the Millennium. As to Rev. xix. no doubt the 
coming of the word of God there revealed, has 
figurative expressions joined with it. The sitting on 
the white horse is clearly figurative, and in harmony 
with a former symbol. Rev. vi. 2. The horse, in con- 
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traat to a wild beast, or idolatrous and persecuting 
empire, denotes a churcli militant, or, in more gene- 
ral terms, a proselyting and aggressive commanity; 
not lawless, but under the rule of some common 
faith, religion, or doctrine (Zecb. x. 3. Can. t. 9.) 
White is the symbol of purity, joy, and victory. 
Hence white horses were used in triumphs. Thaa 
the early church under the guidance of the spirit of 
truth was pure, militanl, and triumphant. Rev. vi. 2. 
Bat in Rev. six. the Rider and those who follow him 
come from heaven, y. 11, 14. The heaven had been 
opened to enable John to enter and to see in (As ipirit 
the inward reality and the spiritual power and glorj 
ofallthathe had to foretel,(Rev.iv. 1,2.) ; but chap- 
ter Kix. is the only place in which we are told of the 
heavens being opened and thb wokd op God (St 
John's usnal title for our Lord) cominfc forth from 
heaven, attended with his glorious ho.><ts from thence- 
V. 11, 14. The name of the Word of God is the real 
and proper name of Christ. The figure of the White 
Horse no more interferes with its being a literal and 
visible retnrn, than the form of a dove at the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, or the chariot of tire and the 
horses of fire on Elijah's being caught np into hea- 
ven, interferes with their being literal and visible 
events, tbongh joined with symbolic representations. 
The return of our Lord is manifestly the great snb- 
ject of the Revelation. Yet this is the only chapter 
of the whole hook in which that return wilh bii. 
saints is described (the heavens being opened) aa 
then actually taking place. No such return is n 
tinned Rev. xx. 9 — 11. We may hence fully i 
clnde that the coming in Rev. xix. is not merely a 
spiritual but a literal and visible advent, and that 
it does really take place before the Millennium, and 
that this Doming with his risen saints in his glory, i 
preceded by the Jewish Alleluias. By the propheciei 
thcrvfote both of the Old and of the New Testament, 
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we know that our Lord with all his saints(Zech.xiv.5. 
Jade 14.) returns to Jerusalem, and his feet stand on 
Mount Olivet (Zech. xiv. 4.), and then his enemies 
are overthrown, and he with his saints reign a thou- 
sand years (Luke i. 32. Rev. xx.) over Israel, all 
righteous, (Isa. Hi. 1 ; Ix. 21.) and over a subdued, 
though not over a universally righteous world (Isa* 
Ixv. 20. Zech. xiv. 17 — 19) ; but one which at the 
close of the thousand years is again seduced by Satan 
and rebels against God (Rev. xx. 7 — 9.) when the 
rebellious are finally cast out from the earth. 

After the last rebellion that our earth witnesses at 
the close .of the thousand years (Rev. xx. 8, 9), and 
the judgment of all the dead, who had not previously 
partaken of the resurrection (Rev. xx. 5, 12), the new 
heavens and the new earth are perfected (Rev. xxi. 1), 
and the saints reign for ever and ever. Rev. xxii. 5. 
Thus our Lord's return is not merely the termination 
of one dispensation, but the beginning of a new one, 
called in the scriptures the day of eternity (wfQw 
aiuvos). 2 Peter iii. 18. The chief crown of glory of 
the Jewish nation, their future diadem of beauty^ is 
the Lord Jesus Christ; the more precious from having 
been so long unknown and despised ; the more be- 
loved from having been so long in their sinful igno- 
rance and unbelieving blindness, veiled from them, 
scorned, hated, and rejected by them. He is their 
glory, and he is the glory of his triumphant church ; 
and for ever his name shall be to them, and to us also, 
David, The beloved one. Ezek. xxxvii. 24, 25. 

Nor let us stagger in unbelief at those wonderful 
events yet to come, which are revealed in God's own 
word. There it exists, the food of faith. His whole 
incarnation is a mystery (1 Tim. iii. 16) ; his being 
in heaven and on earth at the same time is a mystery 
(John i. 18 ; iii. 13) ; his presence with his people 
now is a mystery (Matt, xviii. 20); his filling all in all 
(Eph. iv. 10.) is a mystery. But what his word has 
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promised, his power will accomplish^ and faith alone 
will give as quietness in the trials that are before us. 

7. SOME PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE JEWS. 

We will now briefly notice some of those peculiar 
circumstances which, in God's providence, are taking 
place in the world, and calling all men's attention to 
the situation of this remarkable people. 

With comparatively partial exceptions, they have 
been trodden under foot in every land for 1800 years 
among the Gentiles. See Discourse xiv. in this vo- 
lume. An elect people has been gathered indeed 
from them, from age to age, and these have partaken 
of our privileges and mercies.* But the contempt, 

* Amidst the many oppressions and spoiling of the Jews in the 1 3th 
century, in our own as well as in other countries, it is pleasing to be 
able to refer to a provision made for converts in the reign of our 
Henry the Third. Notwithstanding his various extortions from them, 
he founded a house and endowed it with a competent revenue. • This 
house was usually committed, by the king, to the care and rule of 
some clergymen of distinction, called Custos Domus Conversorum and 
Gardein des Converses. See Rapin's History of England, p. 347, folio. 

A fuller account is given of this institution by Molloy, in his 
work on Maritime Law. It is referred to in a note of Discourse V. 
and is here added, to shew that love to the Jews was not want- 
ing on the part of some in the time of their many sufferings, 
from the injustice of others : — " King Henry the Third finding that 
many of the Jews were converted to the Christian faith, but yet were 
notwitstanding persecuted by their brethren, erected a convenient 
house and church, with all necessary accommodations, and called it 
by the name of " The House of Converts ;'» in which place, if any 
would live a retired life, they had all accommodations granted them 
for their lives ; which place continued a house of aliens and receptacle 
for the converted Jews, constantly down to the I8th year of king 
Edward the Third, and then there proved a failure of such converts, 
and the place became empty and ruinous ; whereupon that prince, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, granted the same house to other 
poor people who had nothing to live on, with Uie benefit and accom. 
modation of the gardens and other things, and an alms of a penny 
a-day out of the exchequer to each poor person : of which place one 
William de Bunstall, being made guardian, and likewise Master of the 
Rolls afterwards, obtained leave of that king to annex that same 
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scorn, robbery, and insult, the cruelty and horrible 
persecutions which they have endured from professed 
Christians, have been a great offence and stumbling- 
block to Jews. 

Kinder feelings are, we trust, from various causes, 

house and chapel of the converts to the Master and his successors for 
ever. The constitution of this society, when it was in being, was 
pursuant to the canon law ; for by that it was decreed, reciting that 
in regard the companions of evil men do oftentimes corrupt even the 
good, how much more then those who are prone to vices ! Let there- 
fore the Jews who are converted to the Christian faith have no fur- 
ther commonioh henceforth with those who still continue in their old 
Jewish rites, lest peradventure they should be subverted by their 
Jewish society. Therefore we decree that the sons and daughters of 
those Jews who are baptized, and that do not again involve them- 
selves in the errors of their parents, should be separated from their 
company, and placed with Christian men and women fearing God, 
where they may be well instructed, and grow in faith and Christian 
manners. And further, by the same council it was decreed that if a 
Jew should have a wife converted to the faith, they should be di- 
vorced, unless upon admonition the husband would follow.'* 

The Church of Christ has never wholly neglected the salvation of 
the Jews, though professing Christian sliave most atrociou sl y perse - 
cuted them. But Irom^ge lb dge, trom Justin MSfymJialogue 
v^tH ITypTIb to the present day, there have been efforts for their con- 
version, and those efforts have been more or less successful. In each 
age there has been gathered from the Jews as from the Gentiles, a 
renmant according to the election of grace, into the heavenly privileges 
of the kingdom of Christ. The reader will find much information on 
this subject in Wolfii Bibliotheca Hebraea, vol. ii. 994—1080, vol. iv. 
490—505. In the " Veritas Salutifera in confutatione Chizrouk. Em- 
ounah a J. Gussetio," and in the " Pugio Fidei Raymundi Martini," 
the Reader also will find full discussion of those texts and arguments 
which the Jews have been accustomed to adduce in controversy with 
Christians. The removing, however, of the stumbling-blocks noticed 
in the last discourse of this volume has hitherto been greatly neglect» 
ed. Luther*» thot^hta on the conversion of the Jews are thus expressed : 
** I think if the Jews were kindly used and properly instructed in holy 
writ, many of them would become grood Christians and return to their 
fathers, prophets, and Patriarchs, from whom they grow more and 
more estranged, by being insulted, treated with superciliousness and 
contempt and absolutely not suffered to be any thing. If the apostles 
who were Jews themselves every one of them, had behaved towards 1 
us Gentiles as we Gentiles behave towards the Jews, not one Gentile I 
would have become a Christian. Then as the Jewish apostles acted 
brotherly by us, it behoves us to act brotherly by the Jfews. Whereas 
worrying them as we do, and imputing to them this and that, and hea- 
ven knows what, how can we ever expect to do any good with them. 
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, sucb Bs lukewarmni 
I Iruly Christian, 
vailing lowards them. 

Above a ccntnr; ago. in 1728, a truly ChristiaQ 
institution was farmed at Halle by Dr. Cailenberg:. 
It had a measure of blessing for a time, but the cburch 
an tbc continent not taking it up generally, it fell to 
the ground. Tbc lime to favoar ZIon liad not then 

In 1608, the London Society for Promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jewa was formed by Christians of 
various denominations. In 1815, the Society being 
in great pecuniary straits, from which it was extri- 
cated chie^y through (he liberality of the late Lewis 
Way, its affairs were entrusted to a Committee con- 
sisting only of members of the Established Church of 
England. Amidst many sorrows, it has from that 
time been labouring with increasing means and 
growing success for the conversion of the Jews. 
By its missionaries, the larger number of whom are 
converts themselves, its Hebrew New Testament and 
its Hebrew Liturgy, its schools and all its other la- 
bours of love, it has shewn the Jews the kindly feel- 
ings of the chief Protestant Gentile church towards 
them, and its zeal for their salvation. Many hun- 
dreds have thus been converted to Christ. 

In 1822, the Jewish missionary Wolff appeared at 
Jerusalem, as a converted Jew, preaching the gospel 
to bis own people: and he has since been to most 
parts of the world, preaching to them their trae Mes- 
siah. Another Missionary of the Society, Mr. Nico- 
layson, ordained deacon by the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and priest by the bishop of London, has for 
some time been lixed at Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel to the Jews. 

Tbc Scotch Established Church has nobly also 
taken up the same canse, and that in its ecclesiastical 
and corporate character as a churob. It sent forth. 
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in 1839, a deputation worthy of its character, to 
Judea, and to the Jews throaghoat Europe. The 
deputation after a journey full of mercies, have pub- 
lished a report of the openings for future labour. 
And now this national church purposes to have 
yearly collections, and has already commenced a 
mission to Israel. Their interesting memorial is sub- 
joined.* 

* "To THE Right Hon. Lord Viscount Palmvrston, Hbr Ma- 
jesty's Principal Secretary of State por Foreign Affairs. 
" The Memorial of the Acting^ Committee of the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland for promoting Christianitj 
among the Jews, appointed to meet in Edinborgh. 
"Your memorialists take the liberty of laying the following state- 
ment before your Lordship at this time, in consequence of their deep 
interest in the welfare of the Jewish nation, and the important events 
now going forward in Syria : — 

** In consequence of this, a deputation consisting of four ministers 
of the church was, in the beginning of the year 1839* sent to Palestine 
and Europe, with the view of ascertaining, as fully and correctly as 
possible, the state of the Jews in the various countries in their route, 
and the most promising stations to which missionaries might after- 
wards be sent. This deputation left Scotland in March 1839; and, 
after an absence of about a year, during which they visited Italy, 
Eg3rpt, Syria, Constantinople, and the countries adjacent to the 
Danube and Germany, returned with most important and inter- 
esting information regarding the state of the Jews in those various 
countries. 

" Your memorialists beg to state, that the interest on this subject 
has been rapidly increasing in Scotland; that considerable funds 
have been subscribed to defray the expense of missions to the 
Jews ; and that the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
has appointed a Committee to take steps for preparing and sending 
missionaries. 

" In consequence of the recommendation of the deputation before 
alluded to, this Committee have been anxious to send missionaries to 
Palestine, as one of the most promising places for promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews j but your memorialists have been deterred 
from taking any immediate steps for sending missionaries there, on 
account of the disturbed state of that country. 

*' Your memorialists cannot help expressing the thankfulness which 
they, and all others interested in the welfare of the Jewish people, 
must feel to your Lordship, for the countenance which you have given 
to other societies having at heart the same objects with your memori- 
alists at the Porte and with the Pasha of Egypt, and for recommending 
the Jews to the especial protection of the consul sent to Syria by Her 
Me^esty's Government. 
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Id Prussia, id the NetberlaDds, io America and 
else where, importaDt efforts have becD made for the 
welfare of Israel. 

The courses of Lectures that have beeu preached 
OD the claims aDd destiDy, aDd restoratioD of the Jews 
at Glasgow, Liverpool, LeamiD^toD, and LoDdon, 
since 1839 — and that will probably be extcDded to 
other priDcipal towDs Id the kingdom — have diffused 
much scriptural kuowledge. 

Thus faithful Christians throughout Christendom 
are manifesting now a special and peculiar interest 
for the spiritual welfare of the Jews, and the holy 
scriptures have predicted this as one of the signs of 
the time to favour Zion being come. Psalm cii. 

Corresponding to the feeling of private Christians 
is that interest which European kingdoms are be- 
ginning to take in the welfare of the Jews. 

Favour by those having chief authority has gradu- 
ally been more and more extended to the Jews. In- 
fidelity has weakened the strong feeling of the value 

" Yonr memorialists look with deep interest on the transactious now 
going on in Sjnria, which they trust will result in the more firm and 
more extensive establishment of British influence in that interesting 
land : and deeply impressed with the conviction that it is a revealed 
truth of the word of God, that the blessing of God is promised to 
those who succour his ancient but now afflicted people, whether na- 
tions or individuals, they are most anxious that, in any future settle- 
ment of that country, under the auspices of Britain, your Lordship 
and Her Majesty's Government should take measures, as far as pos- 
sible, for protecting the Jews against oppression and injustice, to 
which recent events have shewn that they are still liable, and also for 
securing the free access to them of Protestant missionaries from this 
country. 

" Your memorialists therefore pray your Lordship to take this sub- 
ject into your serrious consideration, and to take such steps as to 
your Lordship may seem best for the defence of the Jewish people 
throughout the East generally, and in particular in Syria ; and espe- 
cially for enabling Protestant missionaries to resort freely to that 
country, and to prosecute their labours amongst the Jews." — From the 
Evening Mail, Dec. 4, 184U. 

The answer of Lord Palmerston assured the General Assembly that 
the interesting subject of the memorial would not escape the attention 
of Her Majesty's Government. 
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of oar own Christian privileges, and it is to be feared 
has had more inflaence in some steps in their favoar, 
than faith in God's word, and enlarged love to his 
people. Let nothing tempt us to favour infidelity. 

Joseph II., Emperor of Austria, in 1780 took seve- 
ral steps to ameliorate the condition of the Jews in 
his dominions. The Emperor Alexander of Russia, 
in 1805 promoted also their temporal welfare, as did 
the King of Prussia in 1809. A grand sanhedrim of 
the Jews, convened under Bonaparte at Paris in 1807, 
much drew the attention of France to this people. 

But it is only within the last two or three years that 
more marked and special attention has been given to 
them. The distressing tortures ami persecutions of 
the Jews at Damascus and at Rhodes, have won- 
derfully spread and increased an interest in their be- 
half, and real sympathy in their sufierings. It has 
not only called forth the love of Christians, but also 
the benevolent interference of Christian governments 
in their behalf. And this has been so decided as 
may in all human probability help to prepare the way 
for their quiet, gradual, and safe return to their own 
country, and their protracted residence there. 

In the meanwhile, in the remarkable providence 
of God, all Europe has been interested in the state 
of the Holy Land. It has become the seat of war in 
which the four chief powers of Europe have been 
engaged. Rescued from the oppressive power of 
Egypt, with the renewed horrors of war, by the com- 
bined efforts of European kingdoms, all eyes have 
been directed to its situation, and all hearts have 
been interested in assuring the peace of a country, 
in the independent tranquillity of which Judaism, 
Christendom, and Mahommedanism are deeply con- 
cerned. The land itself has been desolated, and wasted 
and exhausted by wars, earthquakes, plagues, and 
oppressions, till it has been almost. emptied of its in- 
habitants. 
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Thus the way seems remarkably preparing for their 
quiet preparatory restoration. 

A Firman has just been granted by the Sultan, 
who has at present the nominal sovereignty over Pa- 
lestine, to Sir Moses Montefiore, a leading Israelite, 
assuring the protection of the Jews in their land.* 

* Tl|e Firman is so remarkable and interestiog tliatlgive the whole, 
with Sir Moses's address in part, as extracted from the Evening Mail 
of December 2, 1840. 

PROTECTION OF THK JKWS IN THK KA8T. 

"Translation of the Firman granted by his Imperial Majesty the 
Sultan Abd-ul-Medjid to the Israelites in his Empire, at the request 
of Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S., and delivered to him at Constai^- 
tinople by his Excellency Redschid Pasha, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs to the Ottoman Porte, 11th Hesvan, 5601— 12th Ramazan, 1256, 
corresponding to November 6, 1840. 

" A Firman addressed to the Chief Judge at Constantinople, at 
the head of which his Imperial Majesty the Saltan ha^ written with 
his own hand the following words—*' Let that be executed which is 
prescribed in this firman." 

*' An ancient prejudice prevailed against the Jews. The ignorant 
believed that the Jews were accustomed to sacrifice a human being, 
to make use of his blood at their feast of the Passover. 

" In consequence of this opinion, the Jews of Damascus and Rhodes 
(who are the subjects of our empire) have been persecuted by other 
nations. The calumnies which have been uttered against the Jews, 
and the vexation to whif^ they have been subjected have at last 
reached our Imperial throne. 

"But a short time has elapsed since some Jews dwelling in the 
Isle of Rhodes have been brought thence to Constantinople, where 
they have been tried and judged according to the new regulations, 
and their innocence of the accusations made against them fully 
proved. That, therefore, which justice and equity required has been 
done in their behalf. 

" Besides which, the religious books of the Hebrews have been ex- 
amined by learned men, well versed in their theological literature ; 
the result of which examination is, that it is found that the Jews are 
strongly prohibited not only from using human blood, but even that of 
animals. It therefore follows that the charges made against them 
and their religrion are nothing but pure calumnies. 

" For this reason, and for the love we bear to our subjects, we can- 
not permit the Jewish nation (whose innocence of the crime alleged 
against them is evident) to be vexed and tormented upon accusations 
which have not the least foundation in truth, but that, in conformity 
to the Hatti Scherif which had been proclaimed at Gulhan^, the Jew- 
ish nation shall possess the same advantages and enjoy the same 
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Were this conBrmed by the four leading powers, who 
have interfered to rescue Syria from Egypt, engaging 
also for their protection, the door for their return 
would at length be fully opened. 

privileges as are granted to the nameroas other nations who submit 
to our authority. 

'^The Jewish nation shall be protected and defended. 

"To accomplish this object we have given the most positive 
<Nrder8 that the Jewish nation dwelling in all parts of our empire 
shall be perfectly protected as well as all other subjects of the Sub- 
lime Porte, and that no person shall molest them in any manner 
whatever (except for a Just cause), neither in the free exercise of 
their religion, nor in that which concerns their safety and tranquil- 
lity. In consequence, the present firman, which is ornamented at the 
head with our '* Hoomaioon ** (sign manual), and emanates from 
our Imperial Chancellerie, has been delivered to the Israelitish 
nation. 

"Thus you the above mentioned judge, when you know the con- 
tents of this finnan, will endeavour to act with great care in the man- 
ner therein prescribed. And in order that nothing may be done in 
opposition to this firman at any time hereafter, you will register it in 
the archives of the tribunal ; you will afterwards deliver it to the 
Israelitish nation j and you will take great care to execute our orders 
and this our sovereign will. 

" Given at Constantinople, the l2th Ramazan, 1256 (6th of Novem- 
ber, 1840.**) 



In the Address delivered by Sir Moses Montefiore, F.R.S., to His 
Imperial Majesty the Sultan Abd-ul-Medjid, at the palace of Beshick 
Tash, Constantinople, on Wednesday evening, the 28th of October, 
1840, the following expressions occur — 

" May it please your Imperial Majesty,— In the name of my bretb- 
thren who have deputed me, I come to lay at the foot of your Imperial 
Throne the grateful homage of their respect.'* 

" In ancient times the Lord God brought our people out of Egypt, 
and for ages they dwelt in Palestine ; to them were committed the 
lively oracles of God, and though now dispersed among the nations 
of the earth, they are numbered with the most peaceful and loyal 
subjects, and by their industry they have augmented the riches and 
prosperity of the countries in which they live.** 

** They look with love and veneration upon that land where their 
forefathers dwelt j they pray that all who live therein may enjoy the 
shadow of your sublime protection, and in peace be permitted to wor- 
ship the God of their fathers.** 

It is striking to observe in Sir Moses*s address, (as in the Hebrew 
Liturgy) the deliverance from Egypt is yet the great deliverance re- 
ferred to by the Jews. The promises are yet unfulfilled. Isa. xliii. is, 
19. Jer. xvi. 14, 15 j xxiii. 7. 8. 

g2 
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The peace of the world at the present momeot 
seem closely connected with the undisturbed settle- 
ment of Syria and the Holy Land. The vast empires 
of Russia and France^ whatever may be their re- 
spective schemes and desires of extending their do- 
minion in the East, are naturally jealous of each 
other's plans. With similar jealousy, England, with 
its extended Indian possessions, watches over the 
movements of both, and Austria and Prussia are 
equally concerned in the continued tranquillity of 
the earth. Hence we have seen four of the great 
powers of Europe, Russia, Austria, Prussia and Eng- 
land enter into a specific treaty, July 15, 1840, *' to 
preserve the Ottoman empire in its integrity and in- 
dependence, as essential to the maintenance and 
consolidation of the general peace of Europe/' The 
state of Syria, devastated, depopulated, open to 
every invader, and the utter inability of Turkey to 
maintain its power there of itself, form real difiScul- 
ties in the way. This is felt by the statesmen of the 
day, and the Government papers in our own country 
have said much of the Jews being employed to form 
a neutral state between the Sultan and the Pasha. 
There is mach in the present state of the world and 
of Syria to make this politically desirable ; and much 
in the claims and state of the Jews, to make it wise 
and benevolent towards them, and commercially be- 
neficial to all nations, to fulfil what has ever been 
their leading wish. Hence even human hopes may 
be now entertained that the great governments of the 
earth will see their way clear to guarantee their safe 
return to their own land, and their secure residence 
in it, accomplishing thereby the recovery of the most 
interesting parts of the world from a desolation that 
is equally painful and injurious to civilized society. 
Kindness and mercy shewn to the Jews are a token 
of good to any country, and will be the honour of any 
administration thus acting. 
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Similar political motives seem to have influenced 
the governing Gentile empire, the Persian, at the 
re-establishment of the Jews in their own land, after 
the captivity in Babylon. The granting the letters 
by Artaxerxes, at Nehemiah's request to the gover- 
nors beyond the river, in favour of the Jews, was 
probably facilitated by political motives. From a 
victory of the Athenians under Cimon, and a treaty 
with them, it became important to conciliate the 
Jews, and attach them to the Persian interests, that 
the Persians might have the benefit of the fortified 
town of Jerusalem, and* an important pass for an 
open communication between Persia and Egypt. It 
would be a singular coincidence, if similar political 
conflicts and motives lead on to their future re-esta- 
blishment at a distance of nearly 2300 years.* 

But a permitted, protected, and even favoured re-^ 
turn, is only the beginning of that intense interest 
which the Gentiles will hereafter, we have scriptural 
reason to think, feel in their restoration. The Holy 

* See Hale*s Analysis of Chronology, vol. ii. p. 484, 485. Mr. He- 
therington in his able work on " The Fulness of Time,** remarks, '* It 
is not unworthy of observation that those of the Persian kings who 
bestowed peculiar favour upon the Jews, were those who enjoyed the 
longest and most prosperous reigns. Darius Hystaspes renewed the 
edict of Cyrus and encouraged the building of the Temple. Artaxer- 
xes Longimanus sent Nehemiah to promote the same work, and the 
second expedition of Nehemiah probably took place under Dariua 
Nothus. From Artaxerxes Mnemon they received few favours : but 
they enjoyed protection and almost uninterrupted tranquillity. These 
it is well known were the only kings of Persia who were permitted tp 
wear the tiara for many years in prosperity, and whose lives were not 
terminated by violence.*' p. 232, 233. He gives the following as the 
Persian Dynasty. 



Namea. 


B. C. Reign. 


Name$, B. C. Reign. 


Cyaxares II. 


538 2 years 


Xerxes II. 424 2 months 


Cyrus 


536 7 


Sogdianus 424 7 


Cambyses 


529 7 & 5 mo. 


Darius Nothus 423 19 years 


Smerdis 


522 7 months 


Artaxerxes Mne- 


Darius Hjrstaspes 521 36 years 


mon 404 46 


Xerxes I. 


485 


Darius Ochus 358 21 


Artaxerxes Lon 


s 


Arses ' 337 2 


gimanns 


464 40 & 3 mo. 


Darius Codoma- 

nus 335 4 
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Scriptures dwell very largely on Ibe joyTDl and boan- 
liful aid that shall hereafter be reodeied by the na- 
tions of the earth to this now stubborn and nnbeliev- 
ini;, but ultimately penitent and then universally 
honoured and favoured people. Isaiah xviii; Ixvi, 
Zcch. viii. 23. Thus it is sa\6, Sitrefy l/ie iilei ikall 
wait for me, and the ihipa of TarshUh firit, to bring thg 
aoni from far, their tiliier uitil their gold leith thm, 
unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy 
One of Iiraei, betaase lit hath glorified thee. Isaiah 
Ix. 9. 

The Jews themselves have always retained their 
full expectation of the couiin§; of the Messiah, and 
their restoration to their own land. The r2th Article 
nf their creed is, " I believe with a firm and perfect 
faith that the Messiah is to come." 

The Jewish Liturgies ahonnd in conOdent expres- 
- aions of hope, and petitions for restoration to their 
own land. These occur in the morning service: — 
"Thou shah bring us in peace from the four corners 
of the earth, and conduct us in righteousness to our 
land."->" Call us together by the sound of thy great 
trumpet to the enjoyment of our liberty, and lift np 
thine ensign, to call and gather together all the cap< 
tivity from the four corners of the earth. Blessed art 
thou, O Lord, that gatherest together the scattered of 
thy people Israel. Restore us our jndges as at the 
first, and our counsellors as at the beginning, and 
remove far from us sorrow and sighing ; and do thou, 
O Lord, only reign over us in righteousness and 
compassion, and make us righteous in thy judg- 

On the day of atonement this affecting prayer is 
oflcred up. "Because of our sins we were driven 
from our land in captivity, and removed far distant 
from our own country, and we are not able to go up, 
nor to appear and worship before thee in thy chosen 
house, the great and holy one over whioh thy name 



PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. IxXXVll 

was called, because of the band that was stretcbed 
out of thy sanctuary. Be graciously pleased, O Lord 
our God, and the God of our fathers, most merci. 
ful King, again to have compassion upon us, and 
upon thy sanctuary, through thine abundant mercies, 
and quickly to build it and magnify thy glory. O our 
Father and our King, discover thy glorious Majesty 
Unto us speedily. Arise, and be exalted to the eye 
of all living, and gather our dispersions from among 
the heathen, and assemble us that are scattered from 
the extreme parts of the earth, and conduct us unto 
Zion, thy city, with songs, and unto Jerusalem the 
city of thy sanctuary, with everlasting joy ; that we 
may there perform in thy presence the offering of our 
duty, and the continual sacrifice according to their 
order, and the additional sacrifices according to their 
institution, and the additional one of [on Sabbath] 
the additional sacrifices of this day of rest, and this 
day of atonement, that we may perform and offer be- 
fore thee in love, according to the statutes of thy 
will, according to what thou hast written for our ob- 
servance, by the hands of Moses thy servant." 

The Jews of the present day also are alive to their 
remarkable position, and deeply interested in the 
situation of their fatherland. One of the leading Jews 
of this country. Sir Moses Montefiore, after serving a 
high official situation in the metropolis of our coun- 
try, has journied twice to the East, and has had very 
favourable interviews both with the Pasha of Egypt 
and, as we have just noticed, with the Sultan of Con- 
stantinople, possessing the ancient Assyria, respecting 
their protection in the East. Egypt, and Assyria, are 
often associated in connection with their return (Isa. 
xi. 11, 15, 16 ; xxvii. 13. Zech. x. 10), and have pro- 
mises also of future blessedness with Israel. Isaiah 
xix. 23—26. 

How pleasing it was to see recently in the Times, 
the most widely circulated public journal of Chris- 
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tendom, sacti a statement as the following, froin an 
able correspondent: — "Let the four allied powers 
now publish lo tbe foar quarters of the world their 
deterini nation to restore the Jews from all nations to 
the Holy Land, and lo assist them in rebuilding the 
walls and temple of Jerusalem; and assuredl; the 
multitudinous descendants of Abraham, already rest- 
less with the anxiety of desire and eicited by the 
anticipated fulGtment of this regeneration, would 
arise to the summons ns one man. The cxtremest 
time fixed by their Rabbles for the coming of Christ 
is passed ; the close of last month qnenched their eX' 
pectations of an advent then, and they are in conse* 
qnence just now unusually shaken. Let, I repeat, 
the quadruple alliance, take advantage of this von- 
juneture, and issue a manifesto far the restoration 
and independence of the Hebrew tribes, and by next 
Spring the banks of the Euphrates would be once 
more thronged, and the long line of European and 
African coasts be crowded by the gathering hosts of 
Israel. From the dill'erent ports on these .shores, tbejr 
conld be readily shipped, and, convoyed by the fleets 
that now cruise in the Mediterranean, he triumph- 
antly landed on the strand of their long-lost Palestine 
— a more befitting occupation than the waging of a 
petty war, to the hazard of all Europe's peace." 

There are some remarkable extracts given from the 
Jewish Periodicals in one of our monthly publica- 
tions, which is yearly become more interesting," The 
Jewish Intelligence," published by the Jews' Society. 
The following extracts are contained in the number 
for November, 1840. They are taken from an appeal 



made by the Jews themselve 
o their own people. 



I their < 






For ages fas has I 



igb the wilderness of 



; but the trial is coming ti 



PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. IxXXUC 

Already dawDS the day of redemption from the east, 
from the land of our fathers, the loss of which we 
weep with tears of blood. Our inheritance, rent 
from us by the destroying sword of the Romans, laid 
waste and desolate by inundations of Arabs, Seld- 
shncks, Mongols, and Osmans, is expecting its lawful 
possessors to rise from annihilation to the eminence 
which David, the ruler of Jerusalem and Damascus, 
once conferred upon if 

** People of Jehovah, raise yourselves from your 
thousand years' slumber ! Rally round leaders ; 
have really the will — a Moses will not be wanting. 
The rights of nations will never grow old ; take pos- 
session of the land of your fathers ; build a third 
time the temple on Zion, greater and more magnifi- 
cent than ever. Trust in the Lord, who has led you 
safely through the vale of misery thousands of years. 
He also will not forsake you in your last conflict** 

The nations of Europe had need to be careful what 
they do respecting this remarkable people. It is a 
blessed thing, full of promises of good to ourselves, 
to give a merciful aid to the Jews, but there is no 
small national danger in unrighteously meddling 
with their restoration and using them only as a tool 
for selfish ends. 

As to THE DANGER OF THUS UNJUSTLY INTERFER- 
ING WITH God's own providence in their restora- 
tion, it is clearly intimated in one or two passages, 
Jer. xii. 14 — Thus saith the Lord, against all mine evil 
neighbours that touch the inheritance which I have caused 
my people Israel to inherit. Behold I will pluck them 
out of their land, and pluck out the house ofJudahfrom 
among them. And again in Zechariah, when the na- 
tions are gathered in the last siege against Jerusa- 
lem, it is said, (xii. 3.) And in that day I will make 
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people ; all that 
burden themselves with it shall he cut in p ieces, though 
all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 
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We had need (hen to look well to onr steps i: 
nattoaal proceedings respecting the Jews ; not, while 
Ihey remain in uobelief, to give them, by a Jews 
Civil Disability Bill, a part of oar Christian autho- 
rity and eo renounce our own Christianiij and seek 
to tarn their hopes from their awn inheritance ; * not 
to Dse them as political tools for sellish ends; bot 
that our condact towards them may be wholly guided 
by the true, and jnsl, and merciful principles of the 
word of Christ. Especially would every Christian 
patriot desire thnt we mny never be seduced to join 
in that final confederacy of the nations against Jera- 
salem and the restored Jews, of the complete destruc- 
tion and overthrow of which there are so many plain 
predictions ; and which issoes in the passing over of 
the tribulation from the Jews to the apostate Gen- 
tiles. Isa. Ixvi. IS— 18. Ezek. xxsviii. xxxix. Joel 
lii.1,2. Zech.xiv.3. Mal.iv.1-3. Rev. xiv. 18-20; 
xix. The Jews have again a mighty -work given 
them to do against their oppressorH. Bat let it be 
remembered they are not the first aggressors in those 
last troubles which come on the Gentile nations. 
Antichrist and his followers first war against the Jews 
and seek to spoil them. Isaiah xxxiii. 1. They do 
not wage aggressive war against the nations, till their 
Messiah has returned and they are actinf; under his 
authority. Isa. xi. 10, 11. Zech. xiv.3. Rev. six. 

On the other hand there is an important duty to 
be fulfilled in aiding Israel. 1 cannot indeed con- 

* Foil HdmisaiDn to our LegislHtoie baa not yet been fruited, but I 
am loiry to add that the act admittiiie Jews lo hoJd nutnieipat q^Eev, 
OD declaring that they profess Uie Jewish reUglon, was carrltd on 
Thonday, June a. by a nuJorLtj of 1 over 47 in the House of IxirdB. 
ThE Archbishop o( Csnterbpry here, as In the Unman Catholic Relief 
BUI, <lniilj> resisting the tnroade maUnEonourCbrlsUanconstituIion. 

in frejdins and aclmluisterin? our laws, the chatatter of our legislature 
■ IB altered, and this would no longer be as ejclnsiyely Christian 



usa, bj a m^loFltr of 3i 



happilj rejected, ii 
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sider, while they remain impenitent, that they have a 
divine right and title to the Holy Land as their own 
possession. The whole argument of the apostle 
(Rom. ix. X. xi.) seems against this view. It is not 
theirs by the heavenly grant, while they are in rebel- 
lion against their anointed King. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the one seed (Gal. iii. 16.) to whom the bless- 
ing belongs, the rightfal Lord, King and Monarch of 
Israel, their true and only Messiah and Governor, 
the mighty God, the Father of the everlasting age, 
the Prince of Peace, (Isaiah ix.) in whom only all 
is theirs. 1 Cor. iii. 23. But we have presented great 
stumbling-blocks in their way, by our inconsistencies. 
See Discourse on Isaiah liv. 14. We cannot charge 
inconsistency and unbelief upon theis, while we our- 
selves are so deeply guilty. Matt. vii. 1, 2. 

It is our first duty, as far as practicable, to remove 
our own causes of offence. Any aid too that we can 
nationally render to their peaceful return (without 
sanctioning their impenitence or any injustice to 
others) well becomes us as being grafted into their 
olive tree, will be graciously accepted by the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob, and will bring 
down blessings on the country rendering such 
aid. As in the final and glorious restoration the 
Gentiles will rejoice to render every kind of aid, 
(Isaiah xlix. 22, 23 ; Ix. 9, 10 ; Ixvi. 20.) so all steps 
towards this, in the preparatory stages, bring us in 
connection with those promises ; They shall prosper 
that love thee, (Psalm cxxii. 6.) and I will bless them 
that bless thee. Gen. xii. 3. Indeed mercy and kind- 
ness shewn to them are bright tokens of future good 
and preservation to the nations or the individuals 
shewing this mercy. Isaiah Ix. 12. Jeremiah xxxviii. 
7—12; xxxix. 15—18. Would to God that ourl 
country might be favoured among the nations ofj 
the earth in aiding the restoration of Israel ! May 
the Lord of all dispose our rulers to this course ! 




Having tlius "iven some particulars respecting tbe 
present situation of tlie Jews, we will not here enter 
at large into the litne at which the scriptures give u» 
some data for cxpecling their rcstoraliao. The reader 
will find, in Ihe rollowing Discourses on Acts i. 7, 8, 
Zech. xiii. 8, 9, Jer. xxxi. 6—9, and on Isaiah x 
6, some saggeslions on Ihis subject. Bat here tbe 
author would speak with great reserve and hesitation. 
The exact knowledge of dates seems purposely left 
in mystery, that we may have the spirit of prepara- 
tion, and the mind and heart ready for God's coming 
dispensations, rather than the mechanical settling of 
a dale, in the elements of fixing which we may so 
easily mistake, and which might only tend to falal- 
ism instead of watchfulness. Yet are Chronological 
Prophecies of real use in assisting us in preparation, 
and bringing us to Daniel's prayerful state, (Daniel 
ix. 2.) and to Simeon's icaitiny for l/ie consolatioH of 
Israel, and numbering us with those looking for re- 
demption in Jei'Uialem. Lulie ii. 35, 38. 

The book of Revelation, from our weak faitb and 
dulness of hearing, (Heb, v. 11.) and because of the 
heigbt, depth, and width of its truths, and tbe ful- 
ness of its discovery of tbe spiritual and heavenly 
realities of all that bas past since tbe coming of 
Christ, bas hitherto been much veiled frDin tho 
chuTcb, But Ihis book will, as its meaning is more 
and more opened by the Spirit of God to his people, 
more and more prepare them for the day of Christ, 

The autbor has pleasure, as to Chronological Pro- 
phecies, in referring to Mr. Habershon's valuable 
work on the Prophecies, cbap. v. vi. vii. 2nd Ediljon. 
When we are really brought to the state of mind in 
which we perfectly know and expect that i/ie day of 
tht Lord mil go come as a t/iief in the night, we need 
not information of tbe times and seasons. But the 
obarch baying so long lost that state of watchfulness 
had need now diligently look to the predicted limes 
and seasons to regain it. 1 Thess. v. 1, 3. 




XClll 



The followiDg table may be asefol in shewing the divisions 
of Syria at different times : 



TABLE 

OF THK 

SUBDIVISIONS 

OF 

SYRIA - 
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XCIV INTBODUCTORT REMARKS. 

(8.) THB PRACTICAL USE OF THE DOCTRINE. 

We would now close with a few practical remarks. 
The personal, holy, and spiritual use of a doctrine, 
is one great end for which the scriptures reveal it, 
and it is what immediately and especially concerns 
the children of God. All scriptural doctrines are 
practical, quickening, and sanctifying. If this be a 
scriptural doctrine, it is light for our paths, it is ar- 
mour for our defence, it is food for o«r nourishment, 
and it is strength for our duties. 

(1.) But first, for the author's own sake, and for 
the sake of those readers who may have entered into 
these views, he would say, let us distinctly discern 
and be aware of the danger of mistaking know- 
ledge FOR saving GRACE : or of thinking that a 
discernment of the signs of the times is that prepara- 
tion for them to which our Lord calls us, as the sure 
means of escaping those things which shall come to 
pass. O how easy it is to be filled with the interest 
of a great and exciting truth, and to maintain it in- 
tellectually and scripturally ; and yet unless the 
Holy Spirit use it for our sanctification, bringing it 
home to the conscience, and by his inward teaching 
and energy making it really mighty to touch the 
heart and quicken the life, — the interest may but 
blind the mind, destroy spiritual sensibility, and 
leave us more hardened and unimpressible. True it 
is all scriptural knowledge is valuable and import- 
ant, but happiness is not given till we join the prac- 
tice with the knowledge. If ye know time things^ 
happy are ye if ye do them. The apostle supposes the 
possibility of the highest attainments in prophecy 
and knowledge, and shews how vain they are with- 
out charity. 1 Cor. xiii. 2. Our Lord shews that those 
who have prophesied in his name may be workers of 
iniquity, and required to depart from him. Matt. vii. 
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22. God give then to us who know and believe his 
faithfulness to the literal Israel, and expect their re- 
storation with all its accompanying momentoas events, 
grace to be sensible of this danger, and to live in the 
spirit of humility, watchfulness, and holy obedience. 
May we ever bear in mind that knowledge puffeth up, 
hut charity edifieth, and hence seek especially to be 
filled with love to our differing brethren. 

The practical lessons to be drawn from this subject 
are numerous, and we can only glance at a few. 

(2.) Gratitude for the present mercies of 
THE Gentile Dispensation is the first practical 
duty which the review of God*s dealings to Jews and 
Gentiles should excite in our minds. So the apostle 
felt when he closed this review with, / beseech you, 
therefore, by the mercies of God, tlutt ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service, Romans xii. 1. For 
what a lengthened period have the Gentile churches 
been favoured with the rich dispensations of God's 
grace ! t'or 1800 years the gospel has been freely 
proclaimed, and we have been admitted to all the 
privileges of the favoured seed of Abraham. £ph.ii.l3. 
Gal. iii. 28, 29. This is wholly from the grace and 
loving-kindness of God taking occasion, through the 
faU of the Jews to send salvation to us Gentiles. 
Rom. xi. 11. Acts xxviii. 26—28. O that we duly 
valued this inestimable goodness, and heartily prized 
this abundance of grace to us ! 

(3.) Real humility under our adva>itages is 
also enforced hence, by the apostle Paul. He charges 
us, Boast not ayaifist the branches ; but if thou boast, 
thou bearest not the root, but the root thee* Thou wilt 
say then, The root was broken off, that I might be 
grafted in. Well, because of tlnbelief they were broken 
off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, 
but fear, Rom. xi. 18—20. It is altogether owing 
to sovereign grace that we have been admitted to 
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the covenant of promise, and we stand in this grace 
simply through faith in Jesas. We have none to 
glory in but one, our Divine Redeemer. All we have, 
we received through him. Deep, unfeigned, constant 
lowliness and humility, is our true and right state of 
mind. 

(4.) The diligent improvement of the present 
PASSING season OF GRACE should be powerfully im- 
pressed upon us. How very near the truth came to 
the Jewish nation ! The Lord Jesus Christ himself 
with mighty miracles appeared among them ; the 
holy apostles were called from the midst of them, 
the first church in its beauty arose in Jerusalem, and 
yet they knew not the day of their visitation, Grace 
has been extended to us in a similar manner, for a 
season, under an example of just severity to the 
Jews for the abuse of it, and with a solemn warning 
of a similar issue to us if we neglect it. Behold, 
therefore, the goodness and severity of God ! On them 
which fell severity, but towards thee goodness, if thou 
continue in his goddness, otherwise thou skalt he cut off* 
Rom. xi. 2. How, awakening, then, are our motives 
to give all diligence to make our calling and election sure, 
2 Pet. i. 10. How should we listen to the earnest 
entreaty not to receive the grace of God in vain ! 2 Cor. 
vi. 1. God spared not, says the apostle, the natural 
branches^ take heed lest he also spare not thee, Rom. xi. 
21. How extensively and how fearfully these plain 
and solemn warnings are neglected throughout Chris- 
tendom is'but too manifest in the present state of the 
Gentile churches ! * O Christian reader, let us see 

* The testimony the Roman Catholic Dublin Review for November, 
1840, gives of the impure character of the modern French Romances 
is very affecting. " We defy Lucifer himself to outdo the French 
Romancers of the present day. So great is the influence exercised 
by this portion of French literature in Europe, and it has so many 
readers in all countries, we will surmount our strong repugnance in 
order to forewarn the public against the moral cholera which our 
Gallic neighbours are spreading far and wide, aided as they areby &e 
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to it that we also are not like the Jews, among those 
who know ru)tf in this their day^ the things belonging to 
their peace. 

mercantile avidity of the Belgian booksellers. They it is who supply 
Russia and Spain, Peru and the Brazils ; they propagate the moral 
gangrene engendered in France ; and in the sordid hope of a paltry 
profit, they become the most active and dangerous allies in the cru- 
sade against all that is good and all that is holy. Even England has 
not escaped this commerce, which on the contrary has latterly become 
more extensive ; in the leading ranks of our Socialists the majority 
are indebted for their present principles to these works.'* ** If in 
every country literature expresses the true state of contemporary 
society, these novels afford a sad specimen of the present state of 
morality in France. Bonaparte felt the necessity of putting a stop to 
this torrent— the restoration gave to aU parties the liberty of which 
they had been deprived under the imperial government.*' The Re- 
viewer shews how these writers pander to the prevailing taste of the 
people (and thus illustrate their general character), their wretched 
bondage, and the miserable wages of their iniquity. There are hap- 
pily a great proportion of Romanists and Protestants free from the 
contagion. In his < Voice from the Alps* and * Sermons on the State of 
Fiance,* the author has endeavoured to direct his readers to the best 
means of diffusing pure Christian truth in these countries. On the 
3ist of December, 1840, the French King, in his reply to the Arch- 
bishop of Paris, expressed his hope that ** respect for religion, morality 
and virtue is still the feeling of the immense majority.'* While the 
King of the French expresses this hope of his people, in the L'Esp^- 
rance, published at Paris, January 1, 1841, there is a striking article 
respecting the newspapers of the previous fortnight, when there had 
been so large and general an excitement, and so much said respecting 
the obsequies of Napoleon ; but it is remarked, ** Not an article, not a 
paragraph, not a phrase, not a word expressing the hope that the 
higher part of the Emperor still exists. No where the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul ; an unbroken silence upon it. ... a manifest 
and fearful avowal of the most perfect materialism. In spite of the 
magnificent assertions of some priests who are in raptures on the 
religious awakening of France, materialism, complete, gross, self- 
sufficient, not deigning to dispute with spirituality, because this an- 
tag^ouist seems too feeble, too mean for its powerful arms— this is our 
present state, this is the moral condition of the country." The peril- 
ous times of the last days (2 Tim. iii. 1 — 5.) are too manifest on all 
sides. 

To the author the most affecting view of these obsequies has been, 
seeing in them the national accrediting and adopting of all the mon- 
strous ambition, vanity, oppression, cruelty, hypocrisy and contempt 
of God, which marked the whole course of the destructive triumphs 
of that dreadfully subtle and wicked man. Truly the French have 
shewn nationally after all the misery thereby inflicted and endured 
and after a respite of judgments for twenty years, still it is true of 

h 



XCVlil INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

(5.) What awfal lessons we have in the history of 
the Jews, of the tremendous danger of idolatry, 

FORMAL AND WILL WORSHIP, HUMAN TRADITIONS, AND 

UNBELIEF IN THE LoRD Jesus. The ten tribes fell into 

them, they repented not qf their deeds. Rev. xvi. 1 1 . They have their 
idol back ; and as the carrying: of the bones of Joseph back to Canaan 
proved the triumph of God's promise ; so in this the French seem de- 
termined to prove that the godless principles of the revolution are 
with them still triumphant. 

Nor is our own condition such as to Justify any hard condemnation 
of others. The national sins of Britain are not, as the author has 
elsewhere shewn, few or small. The growth of knowledge, without 
the thoaght or fear of God, is a prevailing feature of these days. In 
books of science, in Central Education Publications, in Companions 
to the Almanack, you will hardly find even the name of God men- 
tioned in a whole volume. He is as much as possible shut out of his 
own world and his own works. This is the character of those finally 
punished. 2 Thess. L 8. 

Lorimer*s Protestant Church of France, with a Presbyterian bias, 
contains much interesting information respecting the past and present 
state of that church, the atrocities of papal cruelty from age to age* 
and the faithfulness and sufferings of true Christians. By a righteous 
re-action, this course of iniquity became one of the principal causes of 
the revolution and the present moral degradation of France. Farther 
information may be gained in Smedley*s History of the Reformed. Re- 
ligion in France, and in Laval*s lengtiiened work, the History of the 
Reformation in France, 7 vol. 8vo. 1737— 1741. 

The Foreign Aid Society (whose secretary is the Rev. C. Burgess, 
and whose office is No. 10,£xeterHall,}thus earnestly plead with us in 
their last circular, to assist them in their work of love, for the spiri- 
tual good of France : — 

** For above twenty years, during the revolutionary war, we could 
do nothing but show hostility to France, and in the twenty-five years 
since, notwithstanding what has been done, most precious opportuni- 
ties have been little improved. And yet such is the long-suffering and 
goodness of God, that those opportunities are now multiplied and en- 
larged, so that we have unequalled facilities and ' great and effectual 
doors ' opened for spreading Divine truth in various parts of the 
Continent The present jealousy and dislike manifested towards us 
by the French, by this new Constitution of the Foreign Aid Society, 
only becomes an additional motive and facility for our exertions. We 
now no longer act by Agents, and independent of the French them- 
selves, but by means of beloved French brethren, in whom we have 
full Christiah confidence, we show entirely disinterested love ; giving 
to them that which will maintain their own pious Agents in their 
labours of love. Who can but hope that such love will be pleasing to 
Him who died for his enemies, and by that love attached even his 
enemies most of all to himself. 
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idolatry 2 500 years since, and are still in dispersion and 
degradation, oppressed and outcasts on the face of the 
earth. The two tribes were carried captive to Babylon 
for idolatry, and, restored on the earnest and penitent 
intercession of Daniel, were effectually freed from open 
idolatry; but they were yet formal and self-justifying, 
as we see in Malachi. Magnifying human traditions 
beyond God*s word, unduly exalting the externals of 
religion, and trusting in their own righteousness, 
they refused to hear the Son of God, they disbelieved 
his gospel, and they rejected their own Messiah, and 
still persevere in this enormous wickedness, and in 
consequence of it through what unequalled so£ferings 
have they passed in the last 1800 years ! They ho- 
noured God with their lips, and removed their heart 
far from him, so that he had to say, their feariowards 
me is taught by the precepts of men, Isaiah xxix. 13. 
Matt. XV. 8, 9. Mark vii. 6, 7. What warnings are 
these to professing Christians ! The Reformer Peter 
Martyr justly observes, ** As we were grafted in their 
place, when we see that they were so miserably cut 
off, we acknowledge the grace of God towards ns^ and 

" Christian brethren, then, awake ! If you lostly care for the diSc 
tant heathen, shall yon not care for those near to you who profess to 
be of the same household of faith? If you justly care for thelong^ 
broken-off branch of Israel scattered over the earth, shall you not care 
for those to whom, in the providence of God, you are Joined by innu- 
merable links of neighbourhood, common Christianity, continual in- 
tercourse, and mutual impressions i 

** From France and the Continent may yet be gathered a vast army 
of faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus who will glorify him through 
eternity. If the first shall be last, and the last first, France, which has 
gone to the greatest depth of infidelity,, casting off for seven years 
the national profession of Christianity ,,may yet, through Divine grace, 
be made the first of the nations in zeal and devotedness to our one 
Redeemer. Nothing is too hard for the Lord, and no labour in the 
Lord can be vain and fruitless. *- 

" In the strength, then, of true Christian faith, and in the compre- 
hensiveness of true Christian love, awake, British Christians, to a 
work so characteristic of the gospel of Christ, and so pregnant with 
blessings to man, and with froirt that shall abound to your account in 
the day of Christ." 

h2 
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by beholding them are lauf^ht to take heed t1 
also be not cut off in infiiielity." They had tl 
traditions of God in the Old Testament; to these and 
these only our Lord and his apostles and Iheir faith- 
ful followers always appealed, and tried every thing; 
by them i hot the Jews would adhere to their human 
traditions, and by them made void the word of God. 
Marie vii. 13. Memorable warning to us! Would 
that we in England now were taught by their fall ! 
To those who worship images we wonld aay, look at 
the history of the ten tribes. To those who unduly 
magnify external things, and the teaching of man, 
and virtually reject the Messiah as the only fouDda- 
lion of onr hopes, we would say, look at the two tribes 
for 1800 years. Surely the Ghnslian charohes have 
need to be alarmed, and to be humbled, in the con- 
viction of having fallen as deeply, and niih heavier 
aggravations even than the Jewish church. Thence 
arises the present troabled slate of the European 
kingdoms, and the dark cloud hanging over Chris- 
tendom. Loudly and earnestly, then, should faithfnl 
watchmen call men to repentance. O that a spirit 
of true repentance may again be given to the Gen- 
tiles. Acts xi. 18. 

(6.) The vast importance is taught to ns of our- 
selves discerning and embracing the revealed truth 

that THE FREE JUSTIFICATION OF DS SINNERS IS BY 

God's own hiohteodsness thhough faith. Wb 
are all in constant danger of seeking righleonsness 
not by faith, but as it were by the marks of the laxB, as 
the Jews did, fur ihey stamhled at that stumbliny-ttone. 
Here was the grand mistake of Ltrael as St. Paul 
shews at length, (Rom. ix. 30— S3; x. 1, 2,) TAey 
going about to eitablish their oum righteousnas, have not 
submitted Ihetnselvts to the rigkteomnen of God. Fur 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousnesi to every niie 
that beliepelh. Christ is, Ihen.our righteousness. Oh 
glorious, heart-gladdening, peace-speaking, most wel- 
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come, and most sanctifying truth to the burdened and 
afGlioted conscience ! That it might be taught in in- 
delible lessons to the whole world, the Jews are left 
to their own evil heart of unbelief, and permitted to 
reject it ; and they fall short of all righteousness, and 
become a disobedient and gainsaying people. The Gen- 
tiles thereon ha^e grace extended to them, obtain 
precious faith, and are brought nigh by the blood of 
Christ, and thus attain true, perfect, and divine righ- 
teousness by faith in Christ. May we ever jealously 
maintain the purity of this saving doctrine, which it 
is the great effort of Satan to overthrow ; and which 
has been again and again so nearly lost and so gra- 
ciously restored ; which has been so often almost 
wholly buried in the outward form, but so mercifully 
time after time revived, and which alone is mighty 
through grace to overthrow all error, and to bring the 
heart into and keep it in joyful communion with God, 
and the overflowings of love to all men. 

(7.) What illustrations of the overflowing grace 
OF THE GOSPEL TO SINNERS will the futurc couversion 
of Israel exhibit. In that beautiful Psalm, the 136th, 
which closes every verse with the joyful sound of the 
gospel, /or his mercy endurethfor ever, the closing ex- 
pressions of gratitude are, ybr he remembered us incur 
low estate, for his mercy endureth for ever. And hath 
redeemed us from our enemies, for his mercy endureth 
for ever, Israel has yet to raise this hymn in its full- 
est chorus. We have been accustomed to apply to 
ourselves, and, through faith in Christ, rightly the 
rich declarations of gospel grace and love, free for- 
giveness, and lively faith with which the prophetical 
writings abound. But with yet more vivid feelings 
of penitence, faith, and gratitude will recovered peni- 
tent Israel exclaim with joyful surprize. Who is a 
God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, andpasseth 
by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage, Mic. 
vii. 18—20. 
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irbeyondall our thoughts. IftheJewish 
nation had obtained their wish, we should never have 
partaken of their privileges. Could the Gentile na- 
tions obtain their selfish ends, the Jews would never 
partake of recovered dignity and pre-eminence in a 
Redeemer's grace, and glory in their own land. Bol 
both Jew and Gentile will be humbled for their un- 
belief and sellishness. both will finally be restored by 
God's mercy, and his perfections will have thereby 
the larger and the fuller illustration and exaltation. 
Truly he says, JUg thoughts are not yaur thoughts, nei- 
ther are your ways my ways, laitk the Lord ; for at the 
heavens are higher than ihe earth, so are my ways higher 
than your wayi, and tny thought! higher than your 
thoughts. In the meaowbile, their present dispersion 
and scattering over the face of the earth, and distinct 
preservation, is aoeh an unfolding of man's corrup- 
tion, and of the Divine righteousness and goodness, 
as speaks powerfully to all the world. It is also sach 
a fulfilment of plain prophecies, and their preserva- 
tion of the Bible is such a testimony to its purity, that 
one of the plainest, most palpable, and widely-dif- 
fused of the external evidences of the Bible is the 
present situation of the Jewish nation. What thanks 
we owe to God for their raithfulness in preserving his 
word ancorrupted has from age to age been noticed.* 
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(9.) We may also see the duty of submitting our 

MINDS WILLINGLY TO THE PLAIN AND SIMPLE MEAN- 
ING OF SCRIPTURE.* Whatever deeper meaning there 
may be, this most be trne : just as the law, not to 
muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the com 
was a real law of the Jewish jurisprudence, though 
emblematically intended to instruct men in the main- 
tenance of ministers. Thus there is a reality and 
truth in the promises to Israel, and let us yield our 
minds to this first without reserve, and without at- 
tempting to set aside express and plain predictions 
by hard, and uncertain, and difficult solutions. Ood's 
wisdom is indeed very deep, and beyond all our 
thoughts ; but the foolishness of God is wiser than men. 
He is more spiritual in that which they may deem 
earnaly than they are in the greatest fancied spiritu- 
ality. The Bible is his own word. It is plainly ex- 
pressed. It is given to be a lamp to our feet, and a 



would have reproved them for marring and corrupting of the scrip- 
tures. But if thou affirm that the faults were brought in by them 
afterwards, then will I say that it bad behoved them to corrupt those 
places which testify of Christ and of his religion ; and which were 
alleged by the Lord himself and his apostles in the New Testament. 
But those places remain sound, and the very same sentences which 
they cited do remain still in the Hebrew Bibles." Peter Martyr adds, 
'* many of the most ancient books are found, and that in written hand, 
which have been kept a very long time by the Christians, which never 
came in their hands to abuse.'*. ..." We have themselves, together 
with their books, most evident testimonies of our religion. And 
doubtless among all testimonies, that testimony is of the greatest ac- 
count which is testified by the enemies." 

* It does not appear to the author that there is any real ground for 
those views which some have held of the highly poetical character of 
the tropes and figures of scripture, to an extent, as it is supposed, of 
magnifying objects beyond the reality. Let us have more reverence 
for the word of God than such an idea allows. We may rather con- 
clude that all images and figures must of necessity fall vastly short of 
the reality of the Judgments to come on the wicked, (Psalm xc. ll,) 
and of the glory and blessedness yet to come to the righteous, accord- 
ing to tiie plain statement of the Divine Spirit -.—Eye haih not aem, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart qfmant.the thinga which 
God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them 
unto ttf hy hie Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. 
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light to our pallis. Let us walk in llie lig:ht of it, 
however contrary to our wishes or preeoneeived opi' 
nions, or however humblio^ to our pride, so shall we 
find rest and pca(-«. Obedience to the faith is a plain 
Christian duty, and the simple and true-hearted be- 
liever in God's plain tcslimonj, whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, shall thus attain the greatest degree of true spi- 
lituelity and of strength of faith, and shall have here- 
after far higher glories than earth can afford, even all 
the glories of the heavenly and eternal kingdom. 
But, on the other hand, a dishelief of that word in 
its plain testimony, because of high-minded and 
really carnal reasonings is a very dangerous slate of 
tnind. Thus final shame and divine wraih are con- 
nected with unbelief and disregard of God's Provi- 
dence towards his people Israel. Peculiarly season- 
able, then, to as in this day is the warning contained 
in the prediction of Isaiah, Lurd, when thy haitd i» 
lified up they mill vol see ; but they $hall lee, and be 
ashamed for their envy at the people; yen, the fire of 
thine enemiet ihall devour them. 

(10.) We may learn too the spiritual signifi- 
cance OF God's visible works of mercy. We see 
in the Jewish dispensation, as brought before as ia 
the Old Testament, a whole and complete system of 
outward mercies, shadowing forlli and illustratiTC of 
spiritual truths. Infidels, with that partiality an(l 
littleness of mind which characterize infidelity, speak 
only of a part which thej endeavour to sever from 
the rest, and then profess to scorn it as unworthy 
of God. Thus they think they have destroyed the 
whole of that building, a single part of which they 
with their petty optics are incompetent to discern, 
or with Ibeir feeble grasp to displace. God discerns 
the whole from the beginning. The outward services 
and blessings are significative of inward blessini^ 
and glories ; the history of the earthly kingdom itself 
is often, perhaps much oftener than we are how 
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aware of, a type and shadow of a deeper and more 
enduring history of a spiritual and everlasting king- 
dom. The high priest, the tabernacle, and the sacri- 
fices are but patterns and emblems of heavenly truths,* 
all the things that happened thus to Israel being 
types and examples for the future profit of the church, 
and the whole Old Testament a preparation for the 
blessings of the New. Thus the history of the Jews 
is full of heavenly lessons of Divine wisdom, holy 
love, and deep instruction. 1 Cor. x. 1—11. This, 
too, is but a part of the Divine plan. The same 
features of wisdom and love are at work in all crea- 
tion. The gradual unfoldings of the deep mind of 
God from Genesis to Revelation, opening one truth 
after another, discover to us at length that the whole 
of what is created is but a visible Bible, full of Divine 
truths, and earth is pregnant with heavenly lessons 
of grace and truth, love and goodness. The heavens 
declare the glory of the Lord, and the firmament shewetk 
his handy work, and the volume of grace and the vo- 
lumes of creation and providence have innumerable 
correspondencies and mutual illustrations.f The sun 
proclaims the Saviour ; the moon his church ; the 
stars speak the glory of his people ; our natural life, 
sustained by slain animals, manifests the sustenance 
of our spiritual life by the death of Christ ; and beasts, 
and birds, and living creatures shew forth continually 
Divine truths and realities. The very path-way in 
which our feet walk is made to signify Christ, and 
lead to him ; the very bread which we eat feeds us 
with that heavenly food. Thus, when these lessons 

* In that ample treasury of Jewish learning illnstratiye of the New 
Testament, " Schoettgennii Horse Hebraicse et Talmudicse," there is 
a striking dissertation on the heavenly Jemsalem, shewing the cor. 
respondencies wliich the Jews believed to exist between heavenly and 
earthly things, and the references to it in the New Testament.— Vol. i. 
1205—1348. 

t See a very nsefial work on this subject, '* Salter's Book of Ulostra- 
tions } or, Sc^pture Truths exhibited by the aid of Similes." 



shall have been Dot oaljr taught but learned, tka 
taiernacU of God viilt be v)Uh men, and he will dwell 
aitk them, in a prepared world, full; ready lu eater 
vilb liini b3' all his works, and to 
: ID the full light and joy of all his loving- 
kindness. 

{11.} Thb oneness of God's counsel and ji;dg- 
MENT tijrough all bis dispensations may be seen, His 
Blind and purpose is to exalt bis Son, and make hint 
the head of all things. The teitimong of Jesus it tkt 
spirit of prophecy. Rev. xix. 10. Tbe first prophecy, 
/ Vlill put enmity htlween ihee and the ii>aman, and bt- 
twteH thy leed and her seed; it $kall brtiiie thy head, aud 
thou shall bruise hit keel, contains in it tbe gerra of all 
fatore prophecies and subseqaent eveats. It has had 
a growing accomplishment from the beginning, Tbe 
promise to Abraham, tit thy seed ihail all the uatiimt 
of the earth be bUaseil, is tbe same trntb in another 
form. The tbcory of a double sense of prophecy bRS 
been objected to,* and tbe term double may nut be 

* la B valuable work of Arcbdescon Lyall's, "Propadla Pniphe- 
tie»," just publlabed, boti JewiEh anil PatrtBttc Iltereturc hare been 

been made irrcsigtlblf to cgndrm tbe Dlviae Uutb al our holy reli- 
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happily chosen, bat it does appear that some prophe- 
cies have a commencing and a completed accomplish- 
ment, and that one is made the sign of the other, and 
all sach falfilments are parts of one complete sense ; 
while it is folly admitted that others, those for in- 
stance, relating to the birth, life, and death of our 
Savionr, can only have one fulfilment* Thus Enoch, 
before the flood, warned the antediluvian world, and 
warned us also in expressions which Jude (14, 15,) 
applied to the future coming of Christ. Thus the 
downfalls of wicked kingdoms in past days are stages 
onward in the final overthrow of all wicked dominions, 
and are predicted in terms fully applicable only to 
that final issue. We may see this by comparing the 
predictions of the judgments on Egypt, Babylon, the 
ten tribes, the Jews, and the Gentile kingdoms. (Ezek. 
xxxii. 7. Isa. xiii. 10. Joel ii. 3t ; iii. 15. Amos viii. 
9. Matt. xxiv. 29. Rev. vi. 12, 13.) The vast and in- 
finite mind of the great God, having every event in 
his all-comprehensive view, and an unity of purpose 
in accomplishing his designs from age to age, thus 
leads our minds by degrees to the largeness of his 
own plans ; and experience of the past thus becomes 
a help to the knowledge of the future, and his word 
a lamp in his temple that never goes out, but gives a 

individoal writers, for the prophecy came not at anp time fty the will tif 
man, but holy men qf God tpake a» they were mooed by the Holy Ghoet. 
The Bible has one author, the Eternal Spirit ; one mind runs through 
the whole, the mind of that Infinite One thatinhabiteth eternity. His 
word is perfect and complete. There is in it, therefore, even a har<r 
mony of expressions of much value not only for philolog:ical purposes, 
but also for connecting: the revelations of the Divine mind, and ascer- 
taining their full meaning, and this without in the least confusing tiie 
distinctness of each prophecy, which has both its particular discovery 
and its exact harmony with the whole. The Holy Spirit approves our 
comparing spiritual things with ^ritual; (1 Cor. ii.l3,) andreverenc 
ing his words, and not forcing a construction upon them, may be the 
real character of thus bringing passages together by diligent search 
and comparison ; and ascertaining and believing his full instruction 
of Divine light and holy love, may be the blessed effect '^ 
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bright light to aucceasive ages, ami a full 
of the final trinrnpli of truth and rigbteoasnesa. 

(12.) We may farther learn the intense REALrTV 
OF God's Phovidence in all that ia past. To the 
mind of him who is nnenliglilened by divine truth, 
what a mystery of dark, unmeaning and morlifyiof 
events roust ibe historj' of mankind present; a his- 
tory in which vice so often triumphs, virtue suffers 
so much, and wickedness so largely prevails I But 
lake the light of prophecy, look onward, see the 
s of glory yet to conic ; and you will behold all 
that is past, prepsriag for the everlRsling blUs of 
God's faithful people, and giving everlasting; lessons 
of the evil of sin. We shall see all directed ovei^ 
ruled and ordered to the fullest isaues of blessedness. 
Look, for instance, at his deep providence, as given 
in the history of Esther ; how hidden and concealed 
for a lengthened season were the steps which led on 
to the happy consummation. No name of God ap- 
pears on the face oftUe book in letters, but how won- 
derful, and constant, and effective was hia secret 
providence in every minute event. Hainan's pro- 
jects seemed all to prosper, and the people of God to 
be reduced to the last extremity, and their eacape 
from destruction impossible. Yet, in the midst of 
all, God's unfailing providence was conducting every 
thing, and controHng and directing each apparently 
insignificant event, till it appeared openly in the 
final blessedness of his people. The same providence 
for 6000 years haa been at work in the whole earth; 
the selection of the Jewish nation also, with the pro- 
mise of Christ, and having Christ for their glory, the 
communicators and depositories of his truth; their 
present blindness and dispersion; the call of the 
Gentiles, their aposiacy, the wonderful intermingling 
of the Jews with all nations, and their recovery, for 
the final recovery of the earth; all the 
providence in these things, however h 
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eyes of men, and though no name of God be ?isibly 
written on the face of them before men, ha?e ail an 
intense reality, magnitude and importance towards 
that fall issue of glory brought out so distinctly in 
the closing chapters of Revelation. God is stamping 
and indenting in indelible impressions on the face of 
the whole earth, and the history of all nations, those 
lessons of light and love which will instruct his crea> 
tures through eternity. God is scattering the seeds 
now of the future harvest of glory to come. And 
even now the actual condition and existence of scat- 
tered Israel, and trodden under foot Jerusalem, and 
desolate Palestine, and base Egypt ; and the actual 
condition of the Gentile churches, nominally Chris- 
tian, papal and apostate, but with an election in the 
midst of them, just as God had foretold, may, in the 
eyes of all men willing to see, shew forth the vivid 
and mighty energy of his providence, still constantly 
at work and hastening on the fulfilment of his great 
designs. 
(13.) We may gather great encouragement for 

ALL MISSIONARY LABOURS NOW BOTH AMONG JEWS AND 

Gentiles. Abu ndan t present opportu nities are given 
for this. God has opened doors of entrance on every 
side. The apostle of the circumcision admitted the first 
Gentile to the Christian church. The apostle of the 
uncircumcision has the strongest expressions in the 
scriptures of desire for the salvation of Israel. There 
should be no jealousy but of our doing nothing for 
either; no rivalry but who can do most for both. It is 
the precious seed-time for ourselves and for the world, 
for the glory of God and the highest welfare of man. 
The harvest is sure and near. Let us sow bounti- 
fully, and we shall reap bountifully. Successful la- 
bours for the salvation of the Gentiles tend to pro- 
voke the Jews to jealousy, and so to turn to Christ ; 
successful labours among the Jews are life from the 
dead to the world. They have a blessed re-action on 



olhJDg done 



ench for good. Nolbin|r aaid, nolhiog done, notbins 
given Tor Christ sliall be in vain. All is carrying 
onward fai its fullest issue of heavenly glory his own 
gracioDB desigos. In every age there is a people of 
Ood growing and tncreasing through the world. laa. 
ix. 7. It is yet indeed hat a rewnanf aecording to flit 
election of grace, but il is adding to and multiplying 
from age to age ; it is gathering together, as the firtt- 
fruitt unio God and the Lamb, the inheritors of a 
special reward and glory. Besides this general truth, 
we have much reason to believe that the largest galit^ 
erings will be at the close of ihe present dispensation. 
The largest gatherings of Israel were at the close of 
the Jewish dispensation (Acts x\i. 20) ; and we have 
predicliona leading us to the hope that it will be si 
e of Ihe Gentile dispensatiot 



I, 10. Bom. xi. 25. Rev. ' 
mighlj worli, yet to be 



Malt. ] 

. 6, 15. There 
among Jews and 



Gentiles, and innumerable brands 
snatched from the burning; anil O what harvests of 
glory may Ihus be reaped by us, if we will now but 
extensively sow the seed 1 Tlie day of tbe Lord's re- 
tarn, and the resurrection of bis saints, will be the 
visible manifestation of all works of faith and mercy 
now; then appears our glory, in glorified saints to 
whom we have been a blessing ; ibey shall be our joy 
and crown of rejoicing ! Then Ihiif that be wite shall 
ihiru tu the briyhtnett of llit firmament, and they that 
lam many to righteoasneii ai the ttarsfor eeer and fter. 
Let us work while it ia dag, for the night cinnetk kIuh 
no man can mork.' 
(14.) We have also & great motivk fob special 
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PRAYER FOR ISRAEL. O that the proof and evidence 
given from God's word, in this work, of the reality of 
their fatare restoration, may lead his believing people 
earnestly to pray for it, according to that direction so 
pressed by our Lord, Ye that make mention of the 
Lordy keep not silence^ and give him no rest till he esta- 
blish, till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 
This spirit has always distinguished the most devoted 
servants of Christ. Rom. ix. 1 — 3; x. 1. 

But in order to attain it, we want scriptural know- 
ledge and faith. What prayer can be fervent without 
faith ? What faith can be lively and strong without 
its warrant, the word of the living God ? and how 
shall that word move us, if it be unknown or uik* 
heeded ? We need then to have the divine testimony 
respecting Israel brought before us, to call forth our 
faith and our fervent prayer. No wonder prayer for 
Israel had so greatly ceased then in the Christian 
church. Had we had more of St. Paul's faith con- 
cerning Israel, we should have had more of his 
spirit — My heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
isj that they may be saved. Is not the want of enlarged 
intercession here — we put it to every reader's con- 
science — the painful proof of the want of enlarged 
scriptural faith ? 

(16.) The importance of watchfulness for our 
Lord's coming is closely connected with believing 
views of the restoration of Israel. As we discern the 
nearness and the certainty of their restoration, so do 
we get a help to the duty of being ready for his re« 
turn. His appearing in glory is connected with the 
building up of Zion. Psalm cii. 16. Romans xi. 26. 
Matt, xxiii. 38, 39. The restoration of Israel may 
soon in its first stage become a fact; but the great 
instruction which it is designed to give the world is, 
that it is an ensign to all the inhabitants of the earth, 
of the return of the Lord. Isaiah xviii. 3. Matt. xxiv. 
30. The signs of the times then respecting the Jews 
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call Ds to special nalcbfulness here. Dr. Mc( 
speaking of the command to watch for the Lord's: 
second comiDg, Las truly observed, tliat " no com- 
mand is more repeated in the New Testament. Uj 
occurs aa an express and positive commnnil at leait 
eiglit times in the gospels (Matt. xxiv. 42, 44 ; xx». 
13. Mark xiii, 33.35. 37. Luke sii. 35-40; xsi.3< 
five times it occurs in the epistles (1 Tbess, v, 1 — A, 
TitusiJ. 12, 13. James V. 7, S. I Peter i>. 7. 2 Pcteq 
iii. 14) ; and twice in the Revelation of St. John \ 
Rev. iii. 3: svi. 15. It is a command given in tbi 
most solemn manner, with a blessing attached t»: 
those that obey it. Bhened are those semanti whom 
the Lord ti'ken he cometh shall find watching ; a 
curse is pronounced upon tbem who dlaobej it. Lul(« 
xii. 46. It is a command accompanied by a declara* 
tton that is applicable lo all, so that no one can hoM 
himself escepted. What J say unto you I lay unto 
nil, Watch. For his own part, as a watchman of 
ibe Lord, the author dare nol, with such repeated 
commands and in this remarkable day. be silent 
ODght to be our highest joy and onr brighest hope to 
be told of our returning Redeemer. The only fear 
of our hearts would be, if they were in a right state, 
— Can such good tidings be real ? Is it possible suok 
a blessing is near! But when we see the awaken' 
interest on every side respecting the Jewish natioo^ 
and the symptoms of their restoration, let it be a 
ensign on the mountains, and as a trumpet blow 
our hearing, to be all ready for the coming of the 
Lord, that he may not come back at least to at 
prepared church ; but lo one looking forward lo this, 
as the most desirable of all desires to his people, 
meeting really, and the only thing that will meet, th»\ 
Dmrei of all nations. Nothing more painfully and' 
manifestly, perhaps, shews how far the Christian 
churches have lost their first love, than the cold nes 
and alienation with which this hope Is regarded. The 
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(iesire awakened in his people will bring back the 
Saviour. Hosea v. 15. Rev. xxii. 17. 

(16.) Let us farther distinctly discern that the 

HIGHEST GLORIES OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM ARE 
TO BE ATTAINED BY FAITHFULNESS NOW. There 

are, it is clear, degrees of glory in the heavenly king- 
dom, at the return of our Lord (Luke xix. 12—19); 
and an order m the resurrection of the saints (Dan. 
xii. 13. 1 Cor. xv. 23) ; and a special blessedness in 
having a part in the first resurrection. Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection^ on such the 
second death hath no power ; but they shall he priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years. Rev. xx. 6. Believers in Christ, and sufferers 
for him now, share the first glories of the heavenly 
kingdom. The crown of life (Rev. ii. 10), and the 
sitting with Christ in his throne (Rev. iii. 21), belong 
to the faithful and the overconiers now. In the con- 
viction of this, we see St. Paul counting all but loss 
to win Christ, as he tells us, if by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. As much as 
the heavenly Jerusalem is more glorious than the 
earthly, so should both Jew and Gentile now the 
more earnestly press into the kingdom of God. We 
may appeal to every Jew now living, as regards his 
highest good, it is infinitely desirable for you to turn 
to Christ at once. If you be restored only as a Jew 
to Jerusalem, you will go through all the last great 
tribulation there. If you are even among the third 
part then saved, you are still only in the body of 
flesh and in the earthly Jerusalem, and pass through 
death, till the thousand years have terminated, to 
your rest above. But those who believe in Christ 
now, are come to the heavenly Jerusalem ; they are 
among the general assembly and church of the first-born , 
whose names are written in heaven (Heb. xii. 23), and 
who partake of immediate, special, and peculiar pri- 
vileges and glories, in the millennial kin«;dmw vA 

1 



CbriBl. We may appeal (o every Gentile in th& \ 
same manner. There is a sealed class exemp 
Ibe laul greal tribulation (Rev. vii.) ; there are the 
toue virgin*, preparin); for the coming of the Bride- 
groom, and entering in with him into the marriage 
(Matt. XXV.); there are those looking for Christ, to 
whom he will appear the second time without sia unto , 
lahativTi. Heb. ix. SS. Let us malce it oar great c 
oern to be numbered with thorn, and to enter with _ 
them into the joy of our Lord. 

(17 ) In the darkest and gloomiest season of this 
world's trials, we may maintain a stedfast a 

JOYFUL HOPE OF THE riNALLY HAPl 

ISSUE OF ALL God's dispensations. There is an 
admirable sermon of Martin Luther's, " Of Consola- 
tion on the Coming of Christ, and the Signs that 
shall precede the Last Day," on Lake xxi. 35 — 28, 
After shewing, in a vivid and striking manner, the 
present trials, dangers, and temptations of the chil- 
dren of God, and the triumph of the wicked, and the 
disbonoor put upon God, and then describlNg the 
awful signs of the last day, with reference to iho.'ie 
terrors, he bids us " look upon those things with 
joyful eyes, as predicting not your destruction, but 
your redemption, and an anuttorahle measure of all 
those blessings, which it never could enter into your 
minds to desire." — " Behold, thfs blessed Teacher 
knew better bow to interpret these signs than all 
prog no stica tors or astrologers. They foretel from 
these signs nothing but what is dreadful, and calcu- 
lated to (ill men with terror ; whereas Christ tells us 

that there is nothing but good predicted by them 

Thus, behold this day will not be terrible, but desira- 
ble and lovely in its appearing; not however unto the 
world, but unto as miserable and distressed sinners, 
who are compelled to lie here in this den of rubbers, 
where the devil is plotting destruction against us day 
and night terrifying our hearts > 
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that we may dread the day of our redemption." It is 
indeed a deep sorrow of heart to the believer to see 
the wickedness and know the coming misery of an 
ungodly world. Like the Saviour weeping over Je- 
rusalem, and the apostle Paul, having great heaviness 
and continual sorrow in his heart, for his kinsmen ac- 
cording to the flesh, the Christian in his best state, 
would do any thing to save souls thus hastening to 
destruction ; but he has dearer objects still, in the 
glory of God, the triumph of truth and righteousness, 
and the deliverance of the afflicted servants of God ; 
and sees the duty, as Luther says on this subject, ra- 
ther to '* pity afflicted Christians, pity the gospel, 
pity the most holy name of Christ and of God, in 
which thou hast been baptized and called unto the 
fellowship of eternal life«. . .Are we to suffer with a 
patient mind the thrice holy name of God and of 
Christ, and of every thing which belongs to them, to 
be treated thus ignominiously, basely, and crimin- 
ally ? Are we to do it, that the kingdom of the devil 
might therefore stand, and be established, and pre> 
vail, and the kingdom of God be oppressed and over- 
come ? " The patience and long-suffering of God still 
continues, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance ; and thus innumerable 
precious souls in the last 1800 years has been ever- 
lastingly saved; bat this time of forbearance has 
nearly closed : and soon, as to the world at large, all 
are concluded in unbelief, and the persevering wicked 
will be cut off for ever ; but it is in the result to Jiave 
mercy on all (Rom. xi. 32), and that ultimately right- 
eousness, and nothing but righteousness may fill the 
whole earth. In the view of this, the Lord calls his 
church to its fullest song of triumph ; Say among the 
heathen that th4 Lord reigneth ; the world also shall he 
established, that it shall not be moved. Let the heavens 
rejoice, and let the earth be glad, let the sea roar and the 
fulness thereof Let the field be joyful, and all that is 

i 2 
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therein ; then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord ; for he cometh, for he comet h to judge the 
earth, he shall judge the world with righteousness, and 
the people with his truth, 

(18.) The last practical lesson that we would draw 
from this subject is this, the assurance of a future 

ETERNAL INHERITANCE OF THE EARTH IN THE HEA- 
VENLY KINGDOM IS A GREAT HELP TO THE PRESENT 
RIGHT USE OF EARTHLY THINGS. See how this was 

manifested in the life of Abraham. The promise made 
to him was — / will give unto thee and thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan for an everlasting possession, and I will be their 
God, Gen. xvii. 8. He had the promise of it for a 
perpetual possession, yet he never, during his earthly 
pilgrimage, received a fulfilment of it. Acts vii. 5. 
Heb. xi. 9, 13, 39, 40. He looked for it however in 
the better country. Heb. xi. 10 — 16. It was, what 
our hope is to us, a good thing to come. Heb. ix. 11.* 
What an inspiring and ennobling effect this hope 
had upon Abraham ! God gave him power, and 
riches, and authority, and he made use of all for 
the glory of the Giver, the maintenance of righteous- 
ness, the flow of liberality, the use of his family, and 
the deliverance of the oppressed. Yet he lived wholly 
by faith, he confessed himself a stranger and a pil- 
grim, he made intercession for the wicked, he had 
not a foot of land his own ; he confessed that he 
sought a heavenly country. The promise to Abra- 
ham was, that he should be heir of the world, (Rom. iv. 
13.) and the God of the whole world was his shield 

* When the apostle tells the Hebrews (ir. Il), in his day, of Christ 
being come a High Prie»t €f the good things to come frcov fJifWoPTWV 
ayaOtov) , he furnishes us with a plain reference to one of the fullest 
promises of Israel's restoration in the Old Testament (Jer. xxxiii. see 
V. 14), and thus gives us another evidence, in addition to those already 
notced (see pages liv. — ^Iviil.), that the epistle to the HebrewB by no 
means sets aside the literal restoration. 
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and exceediny great reward ; bat tbe actual possession 
is yet to come. Heb. xi. 39, 40. 

We also are to be followers of the faith of Abra- 
ham, and so sharers of his promises. Gal. iii. 29. We 
too have hopes before us of an everlasting inheritance 
redeemed for us by the blood of Jesus. Heb. ix. 15. 
In Jesus it is all ours ; (Heb. i. 2. Rom. viii. 17) in 
his coming kingdom. (Dan. vii. 18, 27. Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. A II things are 
yours whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all 
are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's* He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things. Rev. xxi. 7. 
Lordship over all, originally given to man (Gen. i. 28.) 
and forfeited through Adam's fall is redeemed for 
us by Christ. In giving us his Spirit, he has given us 
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, Ephes. i. 13, 14. Every thing is 
subordinate to our best welfare, all is working for 
our good: affliction itself worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look not 
at the things which are seen, hut at the things which are 
not seen. Christ our head is already raised, and in the 
heavenly places at God's right hand, and in the un- 
speakable mercy and love of God, he hath raisedusup 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Chnst Jesus. Ephes. i. 6. Let us see where our trea- 
sure is, even in heaven, and so shall our hearts be 
there, and our affections there ; for our conversation 
(vo\iT€Vfia, community, or political society,) is in hea- 
ven. In preparation for that state, we are born from 
above, and here made meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light ; we use the world as not abusing it ; 
whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God ; and power, riches and influence, pos- 
sessions, genius, learning, and knowledge, and every 
thing we have and acquire, are talents given to us to 
be traded with for our Lord's service; preparing us Cot 
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I preparing tlie way l< 
wlien his will shall be done on earth ai 
t in keanen. Every creature of God it good am 
nothing to be refused if it be itceiued with thanktgivi-ng, 
for it ia aanctified by the word of God and by prager. 
The possessioa of Jndea by Israel for ever also ri 
doands to the glor; of the Lord, as closely connecte 
wiih this iQlieritance. 

The difference respecting the literal and apiritual 
restoration of Israel is a part of that question wbioh 
relalea to the redemption of all earthly things, 
the design of Christ to bring what is visible, and sen- 
silile, and material into full subjeclJOD to (Phil. ii. 
10, 11.) and entire sanctiiied combinat' 
spiritual and invisible ; (Ephcs. i. 10 ) a 
has its chief illastration and its great a 
oor sonis in the incarnation of our Lord and Saviour. 
One of the peculiar difTiculties Indeed of thisqueslioii 
now is, Ihat the friends of Christ and his foes a 
intermingled, that they sometimes do not know caoh 
other. Merely spiritual men and mere men of the 
world are found unitedly opposing those who hold 
the fullest truth. The merely spiritual men deny the 
value of sacraments, or of national establisbmenta, 
or the grateful nse of earthly things, or the restora- 
tion of the Jews ; and the merely inhdel men of the ' 
world, delighted wilh such aid, join them in the I 
of overthrowing the whole of God's word. But the 
outward ordinances, and the union of Chnrch and 
Stale, and the right enjoyment of God's creation, and 
the restoration of Israel, are as real a part of God's 
design of love to men, as the invisible and spiritoal 
glories of his church. 

There has been indeed bitherto. on the border 
lands of the disputed territory, a perpetual conOiot. 
But though now our world, beautiful even 
ruins, be in a measure under the dominion of Satan, i 
yet all God's dispensations are more and more eject' i 
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iog Satan from it; he is fallen from heaven, And he 
will soon be cast into the bottomless pit. The earth is 
redeemed from its enemy, and though it has yet to be 
purified in its last fiery baptism, it is not then to be 
annihilated, but restored ; and every step in each 
dispensation has been a step towards its full reco- 
very, and towards the bringing all in the coming 
dispensation, whether visible or invisible, civil or 
ecclesiastical, earthly or heavenly, into one perfected 
union, under one head and king. 

In such a blessed prospect, let as live the life and 
do the works of Abraham. Let us, by the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, given in full measure to our Head, for 
our use, and in the fore- anticipation of that glory 
when, as kings and priests unto God, we shall reign on 
the earth, no longer be in bondage to earthly things, 
but have them in subjection to us; our own body 
being first subdued. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Tt is the assur- 
ance that we are a chosen generation ^ a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a peculiar people, that leads to a life of 
praise and constrains us, as strangers and pilgrims, to 
abstain from fleshly lusts that war against the soul. The 
confidence and knowledge that the saints sliall judge 
the world enables us to overcome innumerable diffi- 
culties, and leads to the noble spirit of him, who, 
while he could say all things are lawful for me, would 
also add, but I will not be brought under the power of 
any. 1 Cor. vi. 12. When faith has drawn away all the 
blinds which kept the full light of heaven from our 
dwelling-place., we see the real character of all things 
contained in the spacious rooms, as it were, of crea- 
tion, and thus can behold all those spiritual and hea- 
venly glories, which, as in splendid pictures, display 
to us our future and eternal inheritance and father- 
land. Thus we are even now in part redeemed from 
our bondage to the earth, and all earthly things are 
to us redeemed from a mere carnal use, and, however 
mean in themselves, become types of heavenly things. 
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pledges of our interest in those heavenly things, and 
divine ordinances for raising our hearts to them. 
Thas Enoch lived, and one short sentence describes 
the whole of his holy life and of his happy end — 
Enoch walked with God and he was not, for God took 
him. Thus may we walk also, and be cheered by 
the brighter hope of the nearer time In which we 
shall be caught up and translated to our glory. 

Come then, Christian reader, and partake with us 
of this blessed hope and of these scriptural and holy 
joys. They are not the novelties of the day, but the 
old paths in which the flock has walked from the 
very beginning. They are not modern inventions, 
but they pervade the Bible from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. They are not new things in Christianity, the 
early fathers and martyrs, as you may see at the close 
of this work, firmly believed them, and died in the 
faith of them. They humble man, they exalt the 
Saviour, and they promote holiness. Search the 
scriptures, see them plainly there, believe them, con- 
fess them, and spread them through the earth. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

THE CONQUESTS OF DIVINE TRUTH GENERALLY. 
[Prbachbd in St. Patrick's Cathkdral, Dublin, on Trinity 

SUNOAT AFTBBNOON, JuNB 14, 1840.] 

RevelationIi VI. 2. 
And he tvent forth conquering and to conquer. 

Christian Missions, yiewed as the Diyine Spirit 
views tbem, are a great and ardaoas warfare. The 
enemies to be overthrown are very mighty. The con- 
flict is long and the difficaities are great ; but God 
designs that in the result there should be one fold, 
under one shepherd, and Jew and Gentile be one in 
Christ Jesus. 

The prophecy of the Revelation is the plan, as it 
were, of the divine campaign, describing the whole 
scene of the war. The issue is sure and glorious, the 

B 



2 DISCOURSE I. 

progress is constant and ceaseless. The steps are 
indeed mysterioas, but this watchword is inscribed 
on the portal throagh which the armies of God march 
to the field — Conquering and to conquer. 

The text is a part of the description of the opening 
of the first of the seven seals by which God unfolds to 
bis church things to come. It has a direct reference 
to the early spread of the gospel. The white horse 
is the symbol of the primitive church in its purity. 
Thus it is said, Zech. x. 3, The Lord of Hosts has visited 
his Jlochj the house of Judah, and hath made them his 
goodly horse as in the battle* The rider on the white 
horse is the Spirit of truth, presiding oyer its course, 
winning souls to the faith of Christ. This corresponds 
to the description in Zech. vi. 8, where we have four 
chariots and difi'erent coloured horses, and they are 
explained to mean the four spirits of the heavens, 
which go forth from standing before the Lord of all 
the earth. It also corresponds to the mystical mean- 
ing of the other riders on the horses (v. 4. 5. 8.) The 
going forth of this white horse is the progress of the 
victories of truth, and its conquering and to conquer 
shows, that its present victories are made the pledge 
of fuller triumphs to come, each victory an assurance 
of future. This subject will furnish us with much 
encouragement to labour for the salvation of Jews 
and Gentiles. 

The words suggest. 

I. The enemies to he overcome, 

II. The prolonged conflict requisite, 

III. The assurance of victory. 

I. The enemies to be overcome. 

The real enemy is sin, the transgression of God's 
law by his own creatures, bat its forms and strong- 
holds are very various and multiplied ; as the world, 
the flesh and the Devil may tempt and assail us* 
We will view some of these leading forms, 
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1. Jewish stubbornness is a mighty enemy i% over- 
come. One would have thought that, if any thing 
could have overcome it, it would have been the mighty 
miracles, the unspotted purity, and the tender love 
of our incarnate Redeemer ; but, notwithstanding all 
his miracles, they refused and rejected their own 
Messiah; and Jesus himself marvelled because of 
their unbelief* And for 1800 years this enemy has 
been so strong, as it respects the nation at large, that 
it has rei^sted all the grace of the gospel, and the un- 
precedented troubles and treading under foot of so 
many centuries. Though in every one of those cen- 
turies, God has been gathering from them a remnant 
according to the election of grace, the phalanx of the 
Jewish nation remains unbroken and unsubdued. 
Yet this whole nation shall at length yield to our 
Redeemer, and mourn for him they have pierced. 

2. Heathen Idolatry. — At the time these words 
were first given, though some conquests had been 
made, it was still true, the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness, darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people. Excepting in churches planted by the Apos- 
tles, the gospel was but just glancing on some few 
countries of the earth ; though even then giving sure 
earnest of its further victories and triumphs. — America 
and a large part of the earth were uncheered with 
a ray of spiritual light. What mighty obstacles had 
the Spirit of truth to contend with ! Satan was every 
where enthroned jn the highest places of this world, 
and he is called therefore in the New Testament the 
God of this world. His own worship was established 
as that of the supreme government in the chief nations 
of the earth. Greatly as this horrible dominion has 
since been diminished, open and avowed idolatry is 
still the religion of the larger part of the world. In 
the whole British Empire with one hundred and thirty 
millions of fellow subjects, thirty millions are pro- 
fessing Christians, thirty millions Mahomedans, aad 
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seventy millioDS HeathcDS. In one of 
among ODT own fellow-sabjents, there are above 
sevent; millions of idolators. Almost the whole of 
Africa is in idolatrj, vast regions besides in Asia are 
idolators. China has three hundred and sixty millions 
of idolators. See here one class of the enemies to be 
overcome ; those feeding on asliea themselves, malcing 
a god and worshipping it, making a graven image 
and saying, dtlioer me, for llioa art my Gnd. God 
has promised these idols shall be utterly abolished 
and pass away. 

3. Papal lupersliiioK is another enemy to be over- 
come. When Satan coald not stand before the light 
of Chnstian truth, he sought lo corrupt it, and popery 
is his masterpiece for this end. This corroptlon ia 
clearly foretold as diSerent from the former enemies 
of Christ, Of the head of this mystery of ioiquily, 
it is said, Dan. vii. 25, he tkall iptak great toordi 
against the Mast High, and shall Ktar out the taintt of 
the Most High, and think to change times and laas, and 
they shall be given into his hand, vntil a time and timet 
and the dividing of times. For twelve hundred and 
sixty years he was to have chief authority in Christen- 
dom. What an enemy has this been to the charoh! 
it is called in the Scriptures, and I dare not take any 
lower or feebler words, the great whore, the mother of 
harlots, and abominations of the earth, drunken taith the 
blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus- 
Though the blessed Reformation gave a glorious light 
through Christendom, the chief kingdoms of Europe 
are still under the fascinations of Ihe harlot clinrch, 
and drunk with the wine of her fornication. There 
are probably one hundred millions of nominal papists 
now professing the apostacy, but in one day, her 
phgves ihall tome, and she shall be utterly burned untA 
fire,for strong is the Lard God ihatjudgeth Aer. 

i. Worldliaess is another enemy yet to be van- 
qaisbed. It mingles with the charcb wherever it i> 
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scattered in all the earth. Often are we warned 
against it: Ye cannot serve God and mammon — th$ 
friendship of the world is enmity against God, 

The design of the gospel is to raise oar affections 
to heavenly things, and bring heavenly glories and 
blessedness to the earth ; and for this end, God scat- 
ters the seed of his word far and wide. Bat Satan, 
the great enemy of man, by these thorns, the cares of 
this worldy the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things, seeks to choke the word. Worldliness has 
yet to be driven from oar earth, so that, not only oar 
minds but every thing earthly shall be stamped with 
holiness to the Lord: and God^s will shall he done on earth 
as it is in heaven, 

5. The last enemy I won Id notice is unbelief'— infir 
delity. Its ranks are very numerous — some live in 
avowed infidelity. There are probably one hundred 
millions of Mahomedans misled by that base igipos- 
ture ; and in professedly Christian lands there are 
vast varieties of Infidels, Rationalists, Socialists, 
Socinians, and men of ambition, of business, and of 
pleasure. Unbelief too is the besetting sin of Chris- 
tians every where ; so that the office of the Spirit is 
described by our Lord, to convince the world of sin, 
because they believe not in him. It is said, God hath 
concluded all, both Jews and Gentiles, in unbelief, that 
he may have mercy upon all — and probably all the 
other enemies of Christ may be at last ranged ander 
this as the final enemy. Ikit this and every enemy 
shall be completely vanquished and overthrown at 
his coming. Then the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the ghry of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea. When the Son of man comes there is given to 
him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away^ and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed. 



b DISCOURSB I. 

II. The prolonged conflict requisite. 

It might, had it pleased God, have been otherwise, 
as God in the natural world said, let there be light , and 
there was light, so, in the spiritaal world, he coald, by 
a single word, have filled the earth with spiritual 
light. 

Bat he has plans of deeper wisdom and boundless 
goodness in the gradual subjugation of his enemies. 
He regards the highest good and the everlasting 
glory of his people in that arduous warfare which is 
needful for their triumph. 

Let us notice the means of this warfare, and tlie 
support of Christians through it. 

The means of this warfare are spiritual ; mighty, 
not by an arm of flesh, but through God. 

The preaching of the gospel is the most important 
weapon wielded by the church. Of this the Apostle 
says, 2 Cor. x. 4. The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal f but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong-holds^ casting down imaginations and every 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to' the obedi- 
ence of Christ. Wherever the gospel is purely and 
zealously preached, God gives an increase to his own 
word, in the conversion of sinners. 

'The written word is another weapon full of power, 
able to beat down sin, and make wise unto salvation. 
We are required to take the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God, and it is a two-edged sword, 
before which Satan has no power to stand. 

The faith of the church, in a world which disowns 
God, and amidst his multiplied enemies, is a part of 
our armour, the very shield by which all the fiery 
darts of Satan are quenched. This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is 
be that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God ? The whole body of 
Christians is exhorted to stand fast in one spirit, witk^ 
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one mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel* 
Phil. i. 27. Timothy is bid to fight the good fight of 
faith and lay hold en eternal life, 

Devotedness to the Lord, in an entire separation from 
his enemies, marics the Christian soldier. What con- 
cord has Christ with Belial ; Come out and he separate. 
The Apostle says, when it pleased God to reveal his Son 
in me that I might preach him among the heathen, im- 
mediately I conferred not with flesh and blood : at once 
he devoted himself to his Lord. No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this world; that he 
may please him who hath called him to be a soldier. 

The last means of this warfare is that which secares 
Almighty strength on our side ; praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, watching there- 
unto with all perseverance, Bind specially with reference 
to a full utterance and bold testimony of the truths 
of the gospel. 

Here are our means of warfare — all our strength is 
in the Lord, and the foolishness of God will be found 
to be wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
to be stronger than men. 

The support of the church of Christ in this war- 
fare is adequate to all our need and weakness ; but 
it also is not fleshly and outward, but divine and 
spiritual. 

The promises of God are first set before us. Under 
these promises the faithful in every age have warred 
a good warfare. They fought the good fight of faith, 
and they died in faith, not having received the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off, and were per- 
suaded of them and embraced them. Their souls 
were sustained, judging him faithful that had pro- 
mised. Christians , live on the fulness of the promises. 
O may you know the power of the promises in every 
step of the Christian life ! 

The Spirit of Christ is the divine and inward 
strength of every soldier in this warfare. Amidst all 




his bonds and afflictions witbont, and false brethren 
witbin, tbe apostle aays, I know this ihall turn to mg 
lalvalion, through your prayer and the iv-pply of the 
Spirit of Ckritt Jetus. Before tbe Apostle charged 
Timotbj' to tadurt hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ, be exhorted, thou therefore, my soh, he strong in 
the grace tfiat is in Christ Jesus. To be strong in tht 
Lord nnd in the pouier of his might, is to be invincible 
amidst every attack of the misbtiest foe, for he that 
is in us it ttrovger than he that is in the world. Most 
cheering too is the assurance of God that this mighty 
helper of man, the Holy Ghost, shall in the last days 
be poared out upon tbe boose of David, and the 
inhabitants of Jetusalcm, as well as upon all 
flesh. 

Nor is 1/te communiDn of mints an animportant part 
of that support the church has in its warfare. The 
salvation is a common salvation : Christians strive 
together for the faith of the gospel, contending 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Their 
strength is vastly angmentcd by their union under 
one head, Christ Jesus ; as the strength of an army 
is in its perfect union of movement under one com- 
mander. We are bid to comfort ourselves together 
and edify one another. Ob that this fellowship of 
spirit may be realised in all its blessedness ! 

The glory to eome is the last support which I would 
mention. This has ever animated the Christian war* 
rior. Oar Captain and Leader fined his eye on the 
joy set before him, and endured the crass. His devoted 
servant, Paul, reaching forth to the things before, 
pressed toward the mark for the prixe of the high calling 
nf God in Christ Jesus. To be heirs of God, joint heirs 
loitk Christ, what a hope ! tbe sufferings of the present 
time are not worthy to he compared tvith the ghn'y which 
shall be revealed in lu ; a bouse not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, mortality swallowed up of 
life, tbe crown of glory unfading and everlaBtiogl O 
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what a prize has God set before as ! May we be 
faithful unto death, and it is all ours. 

Sach is the support in the prolonged warfare of 
the church ; and animated by his support we see the 
army of Christ, though faint yet pursuing, and nearer 
and nearer their final victory. 

III. The assurance of victory. 

The prediction of our text promises and assures 
this in two distinct views or stages of progress: present 
conquests and final triumphs. 

1. Present conqtiests : he went forth conquering. 

If we look at the past history of the church, it is a 
series of progressive victories over mighty and most 
subtle enemies* One impediment after another, raised 
by Satan, has been vanquished, one woe after another 
ends in the still increasing kingdom of our'Redeemer. 

Let us take distinct aeras to show this. 

1. The conquests of the early church were very won- 
derful. Jndea was deeply sunk in Pharisaic self- 
righteousness, and Sadducean infidelity. Twelve 
apostles, mainly fishermen, one hundred and twenty 
disciples, chiefly of the humbler ranks of life, com- 
mence the Christian church at Jerusalem. They 
became three thousand on the day of Pentecost; 
speedily they count five thousand, then myriads, tens 
of thousands. The first glory of the church of Christ 
was among Jewish converts. It spread through 
Judea. Samaria receives Christ; Phcenice, Syria, 
Antioch, Cyprus, hear of him. The great apostle of 
the Gentiles is raised up. Damascus, Arabia, Pam- 
phylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and Cilicia are visited by 
him. At length he enters Europe, by Macedonia and 
Greece, and after indefatigable labours is sent to 
Rome and preaches in Italy, everywhere establishing 
in Christian churches, durable monuments of the 
triumphs of the gospel. 

The Jewish nation, alas ! became, notwithstanding 
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the pure churcli which God had raised up amongst 
them, the first great opposer of Ihe church of Christ ; 
and, killing the Lord Jesus and their owd prupheis, 
and persecnliag the apostles, they filled up their 
sin, till the righteons judgment of God removed Iheoi 
as an obstacle to his tratb, and destroyed their city ; 
a memorable warning of the sure end of nil that 
oppose the gospel, and a removal of a mighty impedi- 
ment to its nniversal diffusion. 

Through three centuries of sufferings, toils, and 
ceaseless faith and love, the first Christians propa- 
gated the gospel. Soon Britain, Germany, Spain, 
France, Persia, Sarmatia, Dacia, Scythia, had heard 
the gospel ; and, at length, the government of the 
whole Roman empire became, nndar Conslantine. 
Christian. Satan was dethroned from his seat of 
power: according to the prediction, Rev. xii. 9. The 
gi-eat dragon was caH out, that old atrpent, called t/ie 
Devil and Salan, mhieh decnvetk the whole world; hewai 
eatt out inlo the earth, and hit angeh viere cait out with 
him, and I heard a hud voice taking, in heaven, now ii 
came lalvation and tlrengtk, and the kingdom of our God 
and the power of hi3 Christ. Thus the divine approval 
is testified of the national establishment of Chris- 

2. The conquests of the Reformation. Forthree cen- 
turies after the national confession of Christianity, 
under Constantine, the visible Church was extend- 
ing in Earope, Africa, and Asia, amid all the con< 
iJicts of deadly heresies, till the great truths of the 
Christian faith became fully established, as contained 
in that Athanasian Creed which our church this day 
teaches us to use. Then Satan, by Popery in the west 
and Mahoraedanism in the east, sought to corrupt 
what he could not destroy, and for alengrthened time, 
though Christianity was outwardly extending, Satan, 
by its corruption, impeded its coi "" " ■ ■ ■ ■ 

pity and lore, at the beginning o 
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tury, exalted his true church from its depression, by 
the revived, open, and enlarged exhibition of his 
trath in th6 Reformation. Then the holy Bible, the 
little book compared with the large sealed book of 
God's secret providence, v^as fully laid before the 
church, and by the then recent discovery of print- 
ing, opened to men in general. (Rev. x. 2.) The light 
of the gospel was thus spread more or less into every 
Popish country through Europe. The Protestant 
religion was received, and had a civil establishment, 
in half of Germany and Switzerland ; and was na- 
tionally established in Sweden, Denmark, Holland, 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, with a partial esta- 
blishment in France, Poland, Hungary, and Lithu- 
ania. Not a few in Italy, and in Spain also, heartily 
embraced it. Pure confessions of faith were pub- 
lished, showing the largeness of the truth received, 
and the harmony of the Protestant churches. And, 
while Satan and the stubbornness of sin have been 
afrqsh exhibited in the decays of Protestantism, so 
that much of its purity and zeal was lost, and what 
remained seemed ready to die, and several countries 
where it had largely entered finally rejected it; God 
was still, by the colonizing of America in the west, 
and India in the East, preparing the way for the fur- 
ther and further triumphs of the gospel. 

3. The conquests of recent missions show that the 
church of Christ is still going forth conquering. At 
the time when infidelity, lukewarmness, and in- 
difl^erence had overspread so largely the Christian 
churches ; at the time when lawlessness had its full 
outbreak in one kingdom of Europe, in the first 
French revolution, God graciously called forth into 
full diffusiveness of good, another ' messenger of 
mercy, in the spirit of missions, to diffuse his truth 
and prepare the world for the coming of his Son. 
/ saw another angel fly in the midst of hedven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dweU on 
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(Ac earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongat, 
and people, saying with a load voice, Sear God and give i 
glory to him, for iht hour of his judgment 
These miBsions dow embrace evet; nation 
blest nitb the gospel. As openings are made by | 
navigation and discovery, by science and commerce 
into each land, and even berore these forerunoers of 
Christ have entered, the miasionar; goes and enters, 
bold in faith, and eatablinhes a Christian church. 
So that now, in the largest part of the reniainiDg 
beathcn world, missionary stations are established, 
from which the light of the gospel is breaking forth, 
as a witness of God's holy love to all nations. 
Praise, and honoar, and glory be to him. 

4. The aivakening of the interest in tie Jewish people 
in the preaent day is very remarkable. Much has 
already been accomplished for their good. In the 
diffusion of the Old Testament, in the translations 
and circulation of the New Testament, by the publi- 
n of small books and tracts, bj a version of our 
Liturgy into Hebrew, by missionaries now labouring 
auccessfully among them, and by the actual baptism 
of several thousands, a progress has been made un- 
known since the apostolic age. The Pruieslant 
churches of Eugland, Scotland, and America, as 
well as on the Conliuent, have testilied an unpre- 
cedented interest in their behalf. Their national 
state is now calling forth the attention of statesmen, 
and the governments of the earth. We see all the 
indiealions of those events which might be previously 
expected to mark the lime drawing nigh of their re- 
gathering to their own land, and their conversion. 

i the present conquests of the church of 
Christ. Let us then proceed onward to its ^naf M- 
smphg, and here I will show the grounds of confi- 
dence for this end ; then the oatute of the triumph. 

1. The grounds of eonjidenre for this are very nn- 
Every prediction, every providence, every 
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promise, every prayer, all past saccess, all present 
blessings farnish an earnest pledge and assurance of 
this triamph. The perfection of the divine goodness 
may assure it to us. If Grod has commanded us, 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good^ 
and if every command be but a reflection of his own 
beauty and excellence, O how assuredly will he 
overcome evil with good ! If David could pray with 
confidence, Thou art good and doest good, teach me thy 
statutes, how sure may we be that this goodness will 
not rest till all are taught his statutes. If God com- 
mands us to love our enemies, his heart too is full of 
goodness, even to his enemies. 

The greatness of the mystery of godliness assures us 
of this. Think of the Creator of all becoming man ! 
God was manifest in the flesh. It could not be for an 
object that should be left incomplete, a merely di- 
vided empire with Satan. The Lord of glory dying 
on the cross assures our triumph. 

The extent of his sacriflce furnishes a further ground 
of confidence. He gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. He himself stated, the bread that 
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world. He chooses his own church, his very 
elect, to bear witness of this, and they rejoice to 
declare, we have seen, and do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

The Almighty power of his Spirit is a yet further 
assurance to us. What are difSculties ? Where are 
enemies to stand before this Spirit? This is the 
Word of the Lord : not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord. Who art thou, O great 
mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain, 
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shout' 
ings, crying, Grace, grace unto it, Zecb. iv. 6, 7. 

And every thing else is summed up in the oath and 
covenant of God : Looh unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is none else ; 
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mouth in righteouineij, and shall not relurn, i 
me every knee ahall bow, every tongue ihall smear. In 
the Lord ihaU all the seed of Israel be jiatifed, and 
shall glory, Isaiab xli. 22. 25. Nothing id heaven, 
or in earth is, or can lie, more certain than this full 
trianiph of Christ and his charch in the conversion 
of Jew and Gentile to him. 

Let us then, in the close, briefly notice the nature 
uf the triamph. 

1. There is the gathering of God's elect to the glory 
of their Savionr. This has ever been the blessed 
hope of his people. / vilt, that Ihey also, v>hom ihoit 
hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may he- 
hold my glory. John xvii. He promised when on 
earth, on the appearing of his sign in the beaTCns, 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and 
great glorf, he would tend his angels and gather to- 
gether his eleet from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. Matt. xxir. 

His coming, and our gathering to him in resurrec- 
tion-glory, are continually conuecled in the scrip- 
tures. (Zech. xiv. 5 ; 2 Thess. ii. 1 ; Jude 14.) Then 
shall vx inherit his kingdom, and sit on his throne, and 
reign with him for ever and ever. What a glorious 
, tdauph will this be to all his believing saints ! 

A second step in this triamph is the full conversion 
of Israel to Christ. The promises of this are exceed- 
ingly numeroos. The llih of Romans makes it plain 
on the New Testament evidence, verse 26, All Israel 
shall be saved, as it is written, there shall come out of 
Ziim the deliverer, and turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob, For this is my covenant unto them, tchen 1 shall 
take away their sins. Read the 60th of Isaiah to dis- 
cern the glories and blessedness of this fall conver- 
n of Israel. 
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blessings were connected with the Jews' fall, what 
with their fulness? if their casting away was the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the recovery of 
them be but life from the dead ? Yes, amidst all the 
varied scenes which the Bible shows our earth has 
yet to pass through, — blessed be God, the consumma- 
tion is a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness — the holy Jerusalem descending out of 
heaven from God, and the nations of them that are 
saved walking in the light of it — and all kings of the 
earth bringing their glory and honour into it. The 
tabernacle of God shall be with men, and he will dwell 
with th^m. There shaU be no more curse, every tear 
shall be wiped away, and God himself be with men, 
and be their God, and his will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

Oh ! glorious consummation of the triumphs of 
Christ ! Let us rejoice to hasten it on as the only 
true happiness of our earth. 

Let us seek to have a part also in the earliest and 
highest glories of the church. Let us remember that 
ardent desire of St. Paul, which made him suph a 
blessing to the world, and so willing to suffer, count- 
ing all but loss for Christ ; to know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable to his death, if by any means he 
might attain to the resurrection of the dead. 

Dear brethren, there is neither safety, happiness, 
nor glory but in being one with Christ and wholly 
his. Judgments are speedily coming on our earth. 
They must precede this heavenly glory. Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, and bring forth 
works meet for repentance, by following Christ at all 
costs and sacrifices. 

Joyfully also continue to aid the progress of his 
gospel among all your fellow men. Nothing given 
shall be lost, nothing done, that is done for his name's 
sake, be unrewarded in the day of his appearing. 



DISCOURSE II. 

THE saviour's PERSEVERANCE AMIDST DISCOURAGE- 
MENTS. 

[Pbbachbd in Canterbury, July 12, 1840.] 

Isaiah xlii. 4. 

He shall not fail nor he discouraged till he have set 
judgment in the earthy and the isles shall wait for his 
law. 

Of all the great objects that can interest the human 
mind, next to our own salvation, nothing can be 
higher or more important than the spread of the 
gospel of oar Divine Redeemer. Man's blessedness 
and God's glory are here especially concerned. We 
become fellow-workers with^ God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, for the greatest of 
all ends. 

While the object, however, is thus great, the 
trials, difficulties, and discouragements are propor- 
tionally great, and there is special need of patience. 
Zeal is apt to grow languid, and love to become cold, 
when the fruits are not so speedy, nor the success so 
full, as we have hoped. Our graces need revival and 
establishment on God's promises, and our faith to be 
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con6rmed by oar Lord's example. Both are here set 
forth for this end, and especially the example of oar 
Lorit a^ the beloved servant of God, and his per- 
severing love. 

The two former chapter^ of Isaiah had been fore- 
telling the comfort and triamph of Jerusalem, and 
the time when all shoald see the glory of the Lord. 
Bat what delays were to take place? Seven cen- 
taries before the first advent, and above eighteen han- 
dred years more since, ere tlte complete falfilment. 

The Lord seeing this trial of hi« people's faith, 
gives the prophecy contained in the xliind chapter. 
He calls oar attention to that elect in wham his soul 
delightSy to his meekness, his tenderness, his unfail- 
ing and unwearied love in carrying on the work 
given to him, till all shoald be fulfilled. 

Our subject is the progress of the gospel of Christ. 
Let as consider — 

I. The great aim of Christ, 

II. His discouragements. 
HI, His perseverance. 
IV. The glorious issue. 

I. The great aim of Christ — to set judgment in 
the earth. 

His object in sending his gospel through the world 
is to bring in universal holiness and obedience. 
Here is the charter of all oar missionary labours. 
The gospel is both a privilege and a trust. It is a 
privilege in the present blessings which it confers on 
those who traly receive it, and it is a trust com- 
mitted to us that we may further its progress and 
spread it through the earth. . 

In this aim of Christ we have three views of what 
he designs to accomplish in the progress of the gos- 
pel : its sphere, its nature, its durableness. 

1. Its sphere. In the earth. Not in heaven; — 
judgment is perfectly there already; but in the 
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earth, according to the prayer, ' thy will be done on 1 
earth as it is in heaven.' Heaven is fall of the gosd- 
Deas and glory of the Lord, his will ia done there 
perfectly, and hence perfect blcssedocss is there. 
The earth, oa the other hand, is full of sin, and so 
full of misery ending in death. The aim of the 
gospel is not merely to translate us to heaven, and to 
leave a aiofal world unchanged, but lo tet judgment in 
the earth ; to bring down heaven, with alt its light, 
holiness, love, peace, and glory, to our earth. Its 
issue is, Behold the iahernacle of God U witk men, and 
he will dwell tvith them and theij shall he his people. 
This blessed issue gives a fulness and reality to the 
promise, and brings it down within our reach. It 
plants, as it were, the ladder of blessing on earth, 
whose lop reaches to the heaven. 

Observe the largeness of this sphere m tub 
EARTH. Not in this or that family, or tribe, or 
nation, but in the earth, aceording to the promise 
made to the Redeemer, (Isa. liv. 5), the God of the 
ichole earth shall he he called. This width and large- 
Dess of the purpose of God may be seen in the love 
of the Father, Gad so loved the world that he gave hit 
only-begotten Son for it: it may be seen in the offer- 
ing of the Son, a propitiation for the lini of the mhole 
world ; in his promise, /, if I be lifted ttp, toill draw 
all men unto me; in his invitation. Look unto me and be 
ye saved, all the endi of the earth; in the commission 
he gives to his ministers, Go i/e into all the world and 
preaeh the gospel to every cfealure; in the office of the 
church, as the light of the world and the salt of the 
earth, and in the promised gift of the Holy Spirit to 
all fieih. 

Oh ! dear brethren, how clearly by missionary la- 
bours are wo treading in the path marked by God's 
own hand of love, seeking to carry the glorious gos- 
pel into every corner where there is darliness lo 
scatter or souls to save. 
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Sach is the sphere Christ aims to bless* 

% The nature of his aim is that the earth may be 
filled with judgment. The term used iSeems to point 
oat every thing disposed and regulated righteously, 
according to the will of God, the perfect judgment 
of the Supreme Judge everywhere established, and 
Satan and all his hosts overthrown* He shall send 
forth judgment unto truth or victory. Matt. xii. 20. 
So the Holy Spirit is promised to convince the world 
of judgment y because the prince of this world is judged. 
Its general meaning is universal righteousness and 
holiness in all its varied forms of goodness towards 
our fellow-men and obedience to God. In individaal 
persons it is repentance and faith, hope and love ; in 
families it is union and blessedness : I will bless thee 
and thou shalt be a blessing. In nations it is God uni- 
versally acknowledged and righteousness universally 
prevailing. It is the angelic song realised over the 
earth. Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will towards men. It is, whatsoever things are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report ; whatso- 
ever things make for peace and accompany salvation, 
everywhere abounding. It is the fulness of i\\e fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ to the glory 
and praise of God. 

3. Its durableness. The effects are lasting— he 
is to «e^ judgment, to fix it durably so that it cannot 
be shaken. All evil things are in their nature 
destructive and perishing, but good things are, in 
the gracious providence of God, lasting ; the fruits of 
the gospel are permanent, ye have your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlasting life. No labour in the 
Lord is in vain, the blessings are from generation to 
generation. 

But are we not sure that our Lord shall return in 
his glory, that the earth and the works thereof shall 
be burned up in the day of the Lord, and how near 
that day is no tongue can tell. Undoubtedly this is 

c 2 
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the case, and yet the works of the Christian bailt on 
the sore foundation, the gold, silver, and precitus 
stones which he has placed there, shall abide that 
great fire, and he shall receive a fall reward. And 
after the barning of our earth, we, according to his 
promise look for a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, and nothing contrary to that 
righteousness. As the deluge did not annihilate, 
so the last fire will not annihilate. Of the increase 
of our Redeemer's government and peace there shall be 
no end : upon the throne of David, and his kingdom ; to 
order it, and to establish it, with judgment, and with jus- 
tice, from henceforth even for ever. There is then a per- 
fect blessedness for our world to flourish after that fire, 
and this for ever. Oh how full is the encouragement 
which God gives to patient labours of love, and how 
lasting are their fruits ! How should these promises 
animate us to meet and surmount dangers and diffi- 
culties, 

II. The discoura«embnts of Christ. 

He shall not fail nor be discouraged. 

The words imply that there are great seeming 
grounds of discouragement — they furnish us with a 
guide to correct our expectations. There are serious 
difficulties. In our own salvation, we are told to 
count the cost before we build the tower, and it is equally 
requisite to do this in all labours for the salvation of 
others. 

The causes of discouragement are various and 
great. Notice some of the chief of these causes. 

1. The extent of the evil. 

If we survey that earth which is ultimately to be 
the scene of righteousness and blessedness, how 
awfully are the words of scripture verified, the whole 
world lieth in wickedness* The gospel went forth like 
Noah's dove, with no rest for the sole of her foot. It 
was rejected by the Jewish nation, and then it had 
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to meet with the uncoDgenial regions of Romao 
idolatry and the savage manners of barbarous lands. 
And still it has to contend with a more awful evil. 
Christian idolatry and infidelity in professedly Chris- 
tian lands; Mahomedan pride, and self-righteous- 
ness, and imposture ; Hindoo deceit, cruelty, and 
licentiousness ; and the general mass of heathen su- 
perstitions and ignorance, scattered over the world : 
the deep-rooted prejudices of Jews and gentiles all 
over the earth. In the midst of this world of depar- 
ture from God, the church of Christ is a little flock 
still, and though it has prodigiously advanced in 
1800 years, we have still, looking at the immense 
multitudes every where who reject Christ, to ask, who 
hath believed our report ? 

2. The stubbornness of sin is another mighty 
discouragement. The heart is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked. Surely if any thing 
was calculated to lead captive every mind and every 
heart, it was the mighty works, and the holy, tender, 
and gracious character of our blessed Redeemer; 
but men refuse to hear the voice of the charmer, charm 
he never so wisely. Though he did so many miracles 
they refused all his love, so that Jesus himself mar- 
velled, because of their unbelief. When, by the mighty 
grace of God, the most furious of the persecutors, 
Saul, was converted, he hoped that the relation, at 
least of his own extraordinary change, might affect 
them ; but he was told. Get thee quickly out of Jerusa' 
lem, for they will not receive thy testimony concerning 
me. What is the description given of sinners 
before their conversion ; they are said to be hewn 
from the rock, dug from the pit, sold under sin, dead 
in sins, to be as dry bones, to be those that will not 
come to Christ that they may have life. Instead 
of hailing him, sinners beseech him to depart from 
their coasts. All experience manifests this exceeding 
stubbornness of sin. It is hard to gain even the 
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atlcntion, it is harder to reach tbe understa.D<liDg, it j 
is harder slilt lo touch the ( 
hardest of all to win the heart to entire devotednesa j 
to God. Oh the marvellous contumacy of evil; 
nothing bat tbe yet mare marvellous graoe of God 
can subdue it I 

The delay of triumph is a third discouragement. 
Ages have passed sioce the rise of the gospel. It 
has been sent through the world, God's strength on 
its side, nnd largely accompanying it, to win men 
to Christ, and with a designed issue of triumph in 
' the result. Yet Christ came tu Ms oicn, ami /lii own 
received htm nal, and eighteen centuries have past, 
and darkness still covers the earth. There are vast 
regions that tbe gospel has hardly touched; there 
are other regions which once had it, and have lost it. 
Where it is still found, how grossly is it corrupted i 
Mahooiedanism owns but supplants it, Popery under 
its profession is the mother of' abomJHaiion, lohdelity 
and worldliness eat out all its life iu protestant 
countries; Jewish unbelief slill remains. It seems 
to-sense as though the Lord were slack coneerninff hit 
promise : had forsaken tbe earth and ceased to carry 
forward bis gospel with his mighty power. True, 
indeed, it is that there is much cause for gratitude 
and hope, and many tokens of mercy ; true it is that 
the delay was all foreseen, and men were forewarned 
of the aposiacy ; bat still to the sanguine wishes of a 
heart full of pity and full of love, and not duly rest- 
ing on the truth of God and the sureness of the pro- 
mise, there is much, very much, lo dishearten and 
disoDUiage, 

Tbei last discouragement that I would notice is, 
THE COLDNESS OF CHRISTIAN LOVE. Because iniquity 
ihall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. O how 
painful a view are we compelled to take of the 
church, even as coaaisling of true Christians of 
various denominations. What jealousies and en- 



inities, what divisions and strife every where prevail 
among those whom wo have Teaaon to believe in tbs 

IIDBin reall; love our Lord ! But, oh, how little depth 
of love, bearing and forbearing one another, how 
little fulness of zeal for the great things of Christ, 
and what earnestness of contention for the lesser 
Batters. Tbo bouse is divided against itself. And 
vhile this state of the church continues, the conver- 
sion of tbe world is hopeless. The Redeemer's prajer 
mnst be realized* that they all 7nay be one, an Ihou, Fa- 
tJtxr, art in me, andil in thee, that they aho may be one in 
*u, before we rise to the fulness of blessing' then de- 
aired, that the wortd may belieee that thou hast sent me. 
I Dear brethren, let me entreat you then bj the view 
of those difficulties, to correct undue expectations; 
learn to count the cost and to cherish only scriplural 
topes, let us use every divine means for gaining our 
blessed end; hot, feeling our own weakness, let us 
be specially earnest in seeking the aid of the Holy 
Ghost. 
That you may be encouraged thus to act, let us 
.0 consider. 



III. The peeseverance of Chbist. 
He ihall not /ail nor be diicoaraged. 
What a ground of conGdence and hope should this 
I be to OS ! It is one canse even of God's delight in 
{ .his beloved Son (ver.1) thai he honours his heavenly 
Father with entire con^dence- This, too, may forniih 
DS with the most lively anticipations of success, and 
full joy of faith and tbanJtagiviDg. 

This perseverance is to be seen in all tbe forms of 
bis love — let us glance at the delightful theme in 
^ aome of its more marked particulars. There is, 

1. Unfailing long-suffebing to the world. 
I Be it of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Sin is his 
k. abhorrence to a depth and extent far beyond onr 
!< thoughts i yet is helang-tufferi'agto'HnBard,nQtviilliKg 
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that any shoald peruh, but that all ihovild c 
pentanee. We have iD the strong langaage of scrip- 
tnre made kim to serve wilh our aitu, and tcearied him 
with ovr iniqTiitiei, What conlradielit/n of tiniun he 
endurei againil himie^, yet he still ii>ai» la be gratimu 
— still stands iDviting sinners, Come mUo me all ye that 
are wean/ and heavi/-ladeH ; a perfect example of that 
tove to which he calls us, he conereth all Ihinpi, be- 
liecelh alt things, hopeth all thingi, and endarelh all 
ihivffi. 

2. Unfailing patiekce tu his chubch. Look 
at his conduct towards his apostles, and the tender- 
ness, and the gentleness of his dealings with them, 
how he defended then when accused, how be prajed 
for tbcm, what kind constructions he put on their 
conduct, the Spirit indeed is mlling, but ike flesh is 
tceak ; how while he provided not for his own life, he 
provided for their safety, and met all their doubts 
and fears, after his resurrection, with infinite wisdom 
and love. It is the pictnre of what he still is and 
does. Our faith is weak, our perverseoess is great, 
oai provocations are many ; well may he exclaim, 
O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be 
tcith you, hov long shall I suffer yoa ! Yet this faith- 
ful and tender shepherd of the sheep heals the sick, 
cherishes the weak, bears with all, aud having begun 
a good work in us, will perform it to the day of bis 



3. Unfailing constancy of his Providence. 
All power in heaven and earth is given to Him, and all 
is used by him for the hastening to its utmost glory 
and fnlness, the final estabtishraeot of bis kingdom. 
All the changes of states, and the vast atTairs of 
mighty nations, and the unfolding of knowledge, and 
the progress of arts, andevery gift given to his church, 
have a far deeper meaning and higher end than the 
wisest of merely this world's politicians ever yet saw. 
They are all secretly but eSeotDally and migfatiJf 
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working together for good and glory to his own 
people, and the fall triumph of his own holy and 
happy kingdom. 

4. There is unfailing strictness of judgment. 
Wherever sin becomes at length ripe and fall, 

wherever the gospel is perseveringly and openly 
rejected, there the righteous judgment of God our 
Saviour, is, at length, inflicted; when nations reject 
God and his truth, they are overthrown ; when 
churches become wholly corrupt, their candlestick 
is removed. Thus the punishment of one is made a 
warning to others, that of the nations of Canaan to 
Israel, that of the Jews to as G«ntiles, that of eastern 
churches to the western, that of papaf countries, in 
the pouring out of the vials, to us protestants in the 
judgments now hanging over us. 

5. There is unfailing sovereignty of grace. 
He shews all along that he will have mercy on whom 
he will have mercy y and will have compassion on whom he 
will iMve compassion. In the midst of all he preserves 
a people for his name ; (Oh may you and I be num- 
bered with them*) He chooses and blesses whom iie 
will, and makes them a blessing, so surely accom- 
plishing the number of his elect that not one can be 
lost. Thus his purpose of love is unfailing ; the 
covenant of his grace is sure and eternal, and in the 
fulness of time he shall see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied. 

Oh, brethren, let Christ be our light and our glory, 
and the lifter-up of our head. What a blessed pat- 
tern has he given us of patient perseverance amidst 
all difficulties. Let us tread in his steps in all our 
efforts to diffuse his gospel. 

IV. The glorious issue. 

His object is, as we have seen, to set judgment in 
the earth, and an assured issue is promised to him ; 
the isles shall wait for his law. 



Let us notice tbe issue itself and the progress 
towards it. 

1, The issue itself. 

His aim describes tbe purpose of tbe Redeemer, 
but tbe promised issae describes the changed state 
of the world ; no longer averse to Him and alienated 
from his will ; no longer considering tbe law of God 
as a bondage, condemnation and terror, bnt truly 
converted to God. The whole world brought to this 
state of mind, waiting in ilie attitude of obedience to 
yield a willing and joyful conformity to his will; 
waiting in the attitude of hope, anticipating all the 
blessings of his righteous reign, and waiting in the 
altitude of earnest desire for bis law, as alone calcu- 
lated to make men happy now and for ever. 

The extent of this issae is opened in the expres- 
sion, the isles, the remotest parts of the earth, and 
then unknown to the Jewish nation. It is like that 
similar promise, — All the ends of the world ahallrt- 
member and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindredl of 
the natiota s/iell worship before thee. It inclades the 
whole earth brought to tbe blessed state of waiting 
for and expecting with eager Lope the law of the 
Redeemer ; each heart to be his temple, each family 
his abode, each isle his dwelling-place, and the 
whole earth full Df his glory. 

2. Nor is this an imaginary issue : there has been a 
steady progress towards it. There have been lively 
earnests given of it already. The British isles them- 
selves are gracious first fruits; the promise in its 
commencing slate is realised in Britain. Tahiti, 
Owyhee, and New Zealand, and islands but lately 
discovered, are beginning to wait for his law. Se« 
how from tbe lime of laaiah lo the present moment 
the mighty grace of God, with irresistible power, 
amidst all obstructions, has been preparing more and 
more enlarged means and facilities for the universal 
establishment of tbe kingdom of Christ. When was 




I law 80 dilTused over tbe world as now it i 
Nincleen-twenlieths of the inhabitants of our woi 
e bis Irnth in a language which they can undi 

B^and. The gospel is returning < 

XSews : the waters of Mad o me dan ism are drying up ; 

ntbfl viah of wrath have descended on Poperj ; the 
last Antichrist is coming forth; the idols of the 
heathen are vanishing; soon the Jews will be re- 
stored and conrerted. From England to China, all 
through the eastern hemisphere; from the Uniied 
States to the verge of the great Pacilic Ocean, all 
through the western hemisphere, the feet of the mis- 
sionary carry the beneGcent laws of the Redeemer, 
and the remotest isles of our earth have welcomed 
his gospel. Jndea itself is become an object of in- 
terest to all nations. How improbable was all this 
when Isaiah, in the small kingdom of Jadah, first 
received this prediction. For seven hundred years 
how feeble and insensible its progress. And ever 
since that, it has been a conflict between darkness 
and light. But here is the peculiariiy of the gospel 
day ; qnite unlike all other days, at evening lime il 
shall be liifht. And we see in the old age, as it were, 
of our world, all the preparations for that new heavens 
and new earth wherein dwellelk righleoumeis. 
And what is our privilege and doty. Christians, 
o have the very mind, and to tread in the very 
Steps, of our blessed Master ? Let ns not fail nor 
fUnt in this his gracious work, but go on from 
strength to strength, expecting difficulties and ob- 
structions, but knowing that not one of them shall 
be insuperable or really frustrate the gracious and 
merciful design of our Lord and Saviour. Let us be 
stedfast, immovable, and always ahoanding in tbe 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
Let us feel more and more, dear brethren, that in 
romoting the salvation of onr fellow-men we are 
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engaged in the Tery work of the Redeemer himself, 
and with an enlarged and joyful liberality let oar 
whole soals be engaged in this blessed bat arduoas 
work. There is a hidden and secret bat irresistible 
power and strength in the diffased gospel that makes 
even present disappointment only the means of far- 
ther reaches of divine goodness, and a fuller swell of 
overflowing blessing; yes, that spring-tide of wisdom, 
power, and love, is now rising that will not cease its 
flow till the whole earth be fall of the glory of the 
Lord. 

The whole of this subject eminently applies to the 
Saviour's dealings with the Jewish nation. How 
clearly his aim will be accomplished in their salva- 
tion! Isa. xxviik 6. How great his discouragements 
in their lengthened unbelief! Isa. xlix. 5. How 
stedfast his persevering love to them ! Isa. liv. 7 — 17. 
And what an issue of glory for the whole world will 
be their conversion ! Isa. Ix. and Rom. xi. 



DISCOURSE III. 

THE MIND OP CHRIST RESPECTING THE JEWS. 

[Preached in Birmingham, April 16, 1837» and in Tbinitt 
Episcopal Chapel, Edinburgh, Mat 19, 1830.] 

Isaiah lxii. 1,2. 
For ZiovLS sake will I not hold my peace, and for 
Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteous- 
ness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that bumeth. And the Gentiles 
shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory. 

The indifference felt towards the Jews by Christians 
at large has been yery great. Macb have they, in 
former ages, been oppressed and injured by those 
bearing the Christian name. The days of open per- 
secution have hardly ceased, and days of neglect and 
unconcern have by no means passed away. True 
scriptural knowledge, as well as true Christian feel- 
ing, gives the church of Christ a deep interest in the 
actual state of the Jews. 

My text speaks this with a power and life that I 
am almost afraid to injure by attempting to unfold 
and to manifest. It discovers to us, with the most 
vivid light, the Divine mind. And truly thankful do 
I feel, to be permitted, in God's gracious providence, 
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first to opeD tbis blessed Bubject, ia this palpit and 

ia this citf, on a festival of our church so adapted ta 

When we consider that it ig now eighteen Iiandred 
years since the Holy Ghost was first poured oat o 
Jews in Jerusalem, and so b; then) the Gospel came 
to us, well may wo celebrate such a day by stirriag 
up Christians to seek to return again to the Jews the 
blessings which they once gave to us. 

May the Lord himself assist me 1o la; this .subject 
before yon, and may the same Holy Spirit be largely 
shed forth upon us. 

I. The p^son speaking. 

II. Those far wkom he u inieresttd. 

III. Whal he desires for them. 

IV. The earnest expression of those desires, 

1. Thb pehson here speaking. 

It is the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the beginning of the former chapter, be is intro- 
dnced as the speaker in these words : the Spirit 
of the J-ord God is upon me, because the Lord halk 
anointed me to preach good tiding* unto the meek; ht 
hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proetaitK 
libtrly to the captives, and the opening of the prison tt 
them that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord. Wo can have no doubl about Ihis, as 
Lord himself applied it to his owd person in 
synagogue at Nazareth. 

The remainder of that chapter is full of promises of 
the restoration and conversion of the Jewish nat 
and of its blessed clTects on all nations. And n 
in the beginning of this 62nd chapter, the Redeemer 
pours out his fervent desires for the accomplishment 
of this all-important object. The various expressiani 
can have no inferior speaker. TAou shall be called 
Hepkzibali, that is, my delight is in her, applies 
eminently to Christ. 
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Let as see then, very clearly, that oar Lord Jesas 
Christ here speaks and here discovers his mind. To 
know what are his views and purposes is in6nitely 
important to as, and I will lay this before yoa as dis- 
covered to as in his life. 

Who can adequately describe all the toils of his 
most iaborioas ministry? His disregard of personal 
ease and comfort ; his incessant preaching by day ; 
his nights spent in prayer ; his not having Idsitre so 
much as to eat bread ; when hungry and thirsty him- 
self, giving spiritual food and drink to sinners; 
always going about doing good, and not having 
where to lay his head for repose at night. 

And what was his mind in all this ! — the salvation 
of Israel. He expressly says, / am not sent hut unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, His apostles 
declare that, Jesus Christ was a minister of the circum- 
cision for the truth of God to confirm the promises made 
unto the fathers. He bids the twelve, Go not into the 
way of the Gentiles^ hut go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, The word was first to be spoken to 
them. 

And when they rejected that word, what was the 
mind of Jesus ? See it on his last approach to Jerusa- 
lem; regardless of the acclamations of his faithful 
disciples that crowded round him, his heart was full of 
sorrow for Jerusalem ; when he was come near, he heheld 
the city and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst knmvn, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which he 
long to thy peace ! 

On more than one occasion, he appears to have 
thus sighed over the city; O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent 
unto thee ; how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen doth gather her hrood under her wings, 
and ye would not! (Luke xiii. 34 ; Matt, xxiii. 37.) 

But when they had rejected him ; when they had 
cried, Away with him, away with him, crucify him ; 
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wbea thej bad spit upoD tiim and scoarged bim, baa 
he still tbe sane mind? When the; revile him oa 
the cross, and bid bim, with taunting words, Sace 
tkyielf and come down from the croei ; what arc his 
thoiights Iben? Hear bis words, Father, forgive 
them, for they know net what they do. 

But when he rose from the grave, when hegives his 
last conimissioD to bis Apostles, what are his direc- 
tions? Let repentance and remusionofiiiube jtreae/ud 
in my name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

See, then, here distinctly the person speaking; the 
roind of Christ is Ibe mind set before ub in this text, 
it is clear, whatever may be tbe reason of it, there is 
in the mind of our Lord Jesus Christ a deep concern 
for the salvatioDof the people of Israel in particular; 
a special regard for Ibem, as will he yet more fully 
seen in tbe farther consideration of this subject. And 
if it be tbe mind of Christ, O bow plain is the con- 
clusion ! it will be Ibe mind of all bis followers. 

II. Those for whom he is interested. 

It is for Zion'j ja;tf, it is for Jerusalem' i sake; and 
you will observe this is distioguisbed from tbe Gen- 
tiles and their kings, who come in a subsequent rela- 
tion. It means, then, the literal Zion and Jernsalem 
in its primary sense; the Jewish nation as distin- 
guished from tbe Gentiles, including, however, all 
the spiritual seed of Abraham. 

We will first briefly notice, that the spiritual seed 
is included, and then dwell on the literal Zion. 

1, The Sfixitual seed. All who believe in our 
Lord Jesos Christ are came to the Mount Zion, the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. The Jews, 
as a distinct nation, as a body of people, have, for a 
season, fallen and been broken off,lbat a people from 
among the Gentiles might be grafted into their olive- 
tree, enriched and saved through their fall. If ye be 
Chrisl'i then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs accortUng 
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to the promise. In this view, we are incladed in this 
prayer. For us the Lord Jesus is now thus deeply 
interested. It is bis own word in his prayer to God 
before bis Jewish Apostles : Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through 
their word, that they all may be one. All believers in 
JesQS are partakers of his promises. They are all yea 
and amen in Christ Jesus. It is of foith that it might 
be by grace, to the end that the promise might be sure to 
all the seed, not to that only which is of the law, but to 
that also which is of the faith of Abraham, wlio is the 
father of us all. 

Oar Saviour here, then, includes his believing peo- 
ple in every age, and pours out the largest and richest 
desires for the full triumph and glory of his whole 
church. But this larger and more extended sense of 
the words by no means interferes with, or weakens, 
their more direct, though restricted, meaning. 

2. Our Lord specially prays for the literal zion. 

The Jewish nation, now fallen, now for a season 
cast away and broken off — for them he is specially 
interested. You have seen how he was interested 
for them in his life, in his death, and at his resurrec- 
tion. And O think not that he has any other mind 
still. We are in great danger of being ignorant on 
this very point through highmindedness ; and, there- 
fore, the apostle, in the 11th chapter of Romans, 
dwells at large on this subject, and charges us, I 
would not, brethren, tliat ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your own conceits), 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in; that is, till the number 
to be gathered from the Gentiles be completed: And 
so all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written. There shall 
come out of Xion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob, The Apostle adds : As touching 
the election, they are beloved for the fathers* sahe ; for 
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. For 
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as ye in timee piut have not believed God, yet have now 
ebleined mercy through their unbelief; even so h 
theie alio how not believed, that through your mercy they 
alio may obtain mercy. 

On New Teslameat ovidence, then, yoa aee the 
mind of God our Bavioar respectinj; the Jews. But 
O let our faith rise to the undoubted confidence that 
all Old Testament prophecies will be literally aecOD]- 
pllshed. God's words are given to be anderslood. 
Though, as the message of infinite wisdom, they may 
contain, and do contain, a farther and deeper mean- 
ing, wbich the wisest men and angels themselves can 
bat in part comprehend, they miat have at least that 
weaning which they convey at first to the simplest 
mind. The Old Testament prophecies were given to 
the Jews before ibe limes of the Gentile dispensation. 
They oould not then have understood them but in 
the letter, tbat Jerusalem meant Jerusalem, the city 
of David; and Zioo, the mount where the Temple 
stood ; and Israel, the nation separated from others 
for God ; and the truth of these promises was to be 
the anchor of their souls in the midst of trouble and 
darkness. To rob tbem of these promises is most 
hateful to God, as be says in tbe cbapler before our 
text, / the Lord lone jadyment, t hale robbery for burnt 
offering. Onr Lord himself in opening his ministry, 
solemnly cautions us. Think nol thai I am come to det- 
ntijr the law or the prophets. 

The rejection of the Jews has been literally and 
minutely accomplished, so Ibat all men that dwell on 
the face of the earth have sensible and visible wit- 
nesses of the truth of God's Ibreatenings, and the 
certainly of bis Judgments. And as the righteous- 
ness in the threatening has been so visibly accom- 
plished, we may be sure that the mercy and loving 
kindness in the promise will be also fullilted literally 
and exactly. To think otherwise would be to have a 
very unjust view of the real mind of Him whose 
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name is Love. The very sight of their present de- 
gradation and unbelief may be, to us who believe 
God's word, a palpable evidence of the reality of 
their fatare conversion, and shew us how to interpret 
the innumerable plain predictions which foretel this 
their future glory. 

III. What he desires for them. 

That the righteousness thereof may go forth as bright^ 
ness, ifnd her salvation as a lamp that burneth, and the 
Gentiles shall see thy righteousness and all kings thy 
glory. 

Here are three blessed things : (1.) Bright righte- 
ousness ; (2.) Glowing salvation ; (3.) Universal 
benefit. 

]. Bright righteousness.— Far at present are 
the Jews from this. And very affecting is the testi- 
mony which St. Paul gives to this. " Israel which 
followed after the law of righteousness hath not 
attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? 
Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were 
by the works of the law.'* How solemn and affecting 
the truth, that when the righteousness of faith is re- 
jected, all real righteousness is lost. As a nation 
they grew worse and worse. They both killed the 
Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and persecuted his 
apostles ; they pleased not God, and were contrary to 
all men ; filling up their sins till wrath came upon them 
to the uttermost. 

Nor, notwithstanding their lengthened punishment 
for eighteen hundred years, have they returned to the 
Lord and looked unto him whom they have pierced, 
and mourned for him. But another and a better state 
is clearly predicted in God's word, when the Jews 
shall become as eminent for faith as now for unbe- 
lief, and for righteousness as now for unrighteousness. 
Then the Lord shall be unto Zion an everlasting light, 
and thy God thy glory. Christ is yet to be the glory 
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of his people Israel. In tliatday the promUe is to be 
realized, Thy people ahall be all righttout, theg ihtU 
inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, tht 
work of my handt. that I may be glorified. 

The Jews will emiDeDtly be the rigkteout nation 
which heepeth (rulh. It ia cmphaticall]' said, nerp 
pot in Jeruialem and in Judah ihall be koiinesi unlu the 
Lard of Uosit. The same inscription which was on 
tho mitre of the High Priest when he entered into the 
Holy of Holies, shall be appropriate to the commonest 
nse of every vessel in every dwelling. 

What a blight rigbteoosneas ia this? If even | 
single Chriatians are Me light of the world, what will 
be the blazing brightness of a whole nation thas de- 
dicated and dcfoted to God 1 

Connected with this is 

2. Glowing Salvation, — "And her salvation as ' 
a lamp that bnroeth." Here, aa every where else, 
righteoDSnesa precedes fall deliverance. The pro- 
mises of completed restoration and full blessedness to 
Israel are connected with being brought to a righteous 
State of mind. Thus it is said. When thou art in 
tribulatiott, and all these thiiys are come upon thee, even 
in the latter days, if thou tm'n to ike Lord thy God, and 
ihalt be obedient to him, for the Lord thy God i» a mer- 
ciful God, he Kill not foriake thee, neither destroy nor 
forget the eovenani of thy fathers which he sware unto 
them. All the varied wonders of their restoration and 
salvation are largely dwelt upon in the prophecies of 
tho Old Testament. The miracles of their relarn are 
described as far exceeding those attending their deli- 
verance from Egypt. It is twice predicted by Jere- 
miah (xvi. 14, 1& ; ssiii. 7, 8), Behold the days come, 
laith the Lord, thai it shall no more be said. The Lord 
liveth that brought vp the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt: but, the Lord liveth that brought u;i 
the children of Israel from the land of the north, i 
from all the lands whither he had driven them, andlwill 
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bring them again into the land that I had given unto their 
fathers. The passing throagb the Red Sea, and the 
drying ap of Jordan, the feeding with manna in the 
wilderness, and Shadhioh, Meshacb, and Abednego's 
walking in the fiery furnace, may be yet outdone for 
them in what is to come. When thou passest through 
the waters I will he with thee, and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee ; when thou walkest through 
the fire thou shait not he burnt, neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee (Isaiah xliii. 2). The Lord shall 
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea, and with 
his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over the river, 
and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go 
over dry shod. 

Realise, then, the wonderful fact of the Jews 
gathered from all their dispersions ! God has pro- 
mised, and it cannot fail, I will bring thy seed from 
the east, and gather thee from the west ; I will say to 
the north give up, and to the south keep not back ; bring 
my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of 
the earth. Imagine, then, all the varied countries of 
Europe — England, France, Germany, Poland — send- 
ing forth their Jewish population. The vast empire 
of Russia yielding its stores. The extended shores 
of Africa and India ; the yarious nations surround- 
ing Palestine, as well as more remote AfTghanistan, 
Bokharra, and China, and possibly the North Ame- 
rican Indians, if originally descended from Israelites, 
all searched and made to give up every descendant 
of Israel, as it is predicted, They shall bring all your 
brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of all na- 
tions, upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and 
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain 
in Jerusalem, saith the Lord, 

What a movement must this occasion among the 
nations of the earth! What a burning lamp will 
this salvation be ! O how will it shine all over the 
earth ! If the Christian, amidst all his afflictions^ 



aod the cormpliobH still adhering to bim, and the 
wickedness of a surroanding evil world, dow shines 
as a liffht tn the tcorld, koUing forth the word of life, 
■what will the light oflsrae^ be, when God appears by 
his mighty miraclei in tbeir behalf, and they become 
distinguished as the righteous nation. 

2. UnIVBRSAL BRSSFIT.—Tie Genlilei sliall see ihg 
righteoii3»as, anil all kingi thy ijtory. 

The teslimony of the scriptures is very falMhat 
the converaion, restoration, nnd future glory of the 
Jews, will be the means which God will ase for the 
universal confersion of the Gentiles to Christ. Tbe 
Psalmist thus addresses God : Thoa ihalt arite and 
have mercy upon Sxon ; lo the heathen shall /ear 
name of the Lord, and alt the kingi of the eartk thy 
glory. In a former chapter Isaiah testifies, The Oen- 
tileiihall come la Iky light, and kingi to the hrightnem 
of thy rising. Nay, how strongly God speaks, / will 
cavif the eaplivity of Judah and the captivity of Iirael 
to return, and aill tniild them <u at the firtt, and 1 taitt 
eleante them from all their iniquity. And it thall be Id 
me a name of joy, a prawe and an honour before all tht 
nationi of the earth which ehall hear all Ihegood that I 
do unto them. 

We owe tbe present diffusion of tbe gospel to 
casting away of the Jews ; but their restomtlon shall 
be as life from the dead to the whole world. Nov 
Christ is the light of the Gentiles, but so greatly 
will he manifest himself that he will be the glory of 
his people, and tbrough them bless the whole earth. 

There is, then, a largeness and fulness in the object 
which our Saviour desires, of nnspeakable moment 
and blessedness to the whole earth. O that we may 
rise to the grand comprehensiveness of the mind of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in this blessed hope. 

Let us view the sobjeot, not with the mere reas 
ing of a carnal mind, but with the full light and « 
rant of true scriptural faith. 
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lY. The earnest expression of those desires. 

I will not hold my peace— I will not rest. Let .us 
consider here, 

1. The reason of these expressions.— Look at 
the Jews now. See their scattered, degraded state. 
Look at them from the time of Isaiah till now, two 
thousand five hundred years. See Israel carried 
captive by the king of Assyria, and never restored. 
Jadah carried captive by the king of Babylon, and 
bat partially restored, and that remnant carried into 
a more lengthened captivity by the Romans, and 
now for eighteen hundred years oppressed, insulted, 
a proverb and by- word, and everywhere trodden 
under foot. See the lengthened treading down of 
Jerusalem by the Gentiles. Hear his expression. 
This is Zion whom no man careth for. Hear her own 
lamentations, Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me. But is it really so ? 
O far from it. To meet all these desponding circum- 
stances, to assure the heart of God's people, the ten- 
derest and strongest expressions are used. Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion upon the son of her womb ? yea, she mayfor^ 
get, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee on the palms of my hands, thy walls are continually 
before me. So hear again God's expostulations : Why 
sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, my way is 
hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from 
my God? This inquiry is met by a statement of the 
deep and extended purposes of God. Hast thou not 
known, hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary ; there is no searching of his understanding. And 
then he afterwards proceeds to shew his ultimate 
purposes of mercy. And so in our text, to strengthen 
their faith amid peculiar difficulties, we have the 
strongest divine assurance of continued interest and 
exertion. 
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2. The corresponding actings of the Rk- 
DEBiiiBR. — Tbe deaired object is carrying on by the 
Redeemer efen now. It is but a limited view that 
we can gain oF this, bat even thai limited view ma; 
shew us the wonders of God's grace. I pass by that 
intercession which our Redeemer is ever mating for 
Israel. Pray for tbe peace of Jerusalem, ia bis direc- 
tion to as : and prayers for Israel, it is clear from the 
expression, " I will not bold my peace," mark bis 
present actings for Jerusalem in intercession above. 

But let us notice, lat. The otJTWARD iCTiNGS of 
HIS PROVIDENCE. Wbere tbere is a great and lasting 
good to be prodaced, a long previous preparation is 
required. Tbe humiliation and conviction for ain 
mast be deep and lengthened, where the rigbteoas- 
ness is'to be bright, and the salvation as a lamp that 
barneth. In the low ground of humility will be found 
the rich soil to bear the abundant froila of righteous- 
ness : 400 years of depression prepared tbe way for 
their first conquest of Canaan, and their being tbe 
depositories of God's word for the world ; 2500 years 
of depression prepare the way for Iheir permanent 
possession of Canaan, and their being the living- 
exhibition of a righteous nation to bless the whole 

2d. The effectual communications of his 
Spibit bave also been given from age to age to tbe 
Jews, We this day celebrate the first outpoaring of 
that Spirit, and in this may clearly discern tbe act- 
ings of tbe Redeemer according to bis prayer. His 
apostles according to his direction, preach first to 
the Jews. Myriads of them receive tbe Holy Spirit, 
and the gift of repentance and remission of sins. 
What a glorious church was the primitive church at 
Jerusalem ! it ia yet unequalled in deadness to the 
world, union, love, and joy. 

Bat the nation still rejecting their Messiah, lo pro- 
rohe them tojialausj/,iiui gospel is sent to us Gentiles. 
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Nor are they even yet wholly rejected, (xod hath not 
cast away his people. In every age Jews have been 
converted to Christ. 

The Gentiles, indeed, chiefly receive him, and 
bring forth fruits, but the very way in which they are 
welcomed shews the lov^ of Jesus to Israel, and his 
acting for them. They are grafted into the Jewish 
olive-tree. Thus the Jews, though now broken off 
literally, yet spiritually are multiplying as the sand 
on the sea-shore. What is every believer in Jesus but 
a son of Abraham ? What are all the churches of 
Christ among the Gentiles but tAe seed of Abraham? 
What is the Saviour's prayer for his people, both 
from Jew and Gentile? — that they all may he one* 
And when Israel is restored, and when the saints are 
gathered, and when the heavenly Jerusalem is com- 
pleted, what will be the enraptured triumphs of the 
Jewish church, looking back on the time of its widow- 
hood, and seeing that, in that very time, the Lord was 
doing so much for her ! Thou shalt say in thine hearty 
Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my ehiU- 
dren and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and 
fro ? And who hath brought up these ? Behold I was 
left alone* These, where had they been ? O how deep 
are the counsels of Jehovah ! How unsearchable the 
riches of his love ! He himself testifies to the Jews : 
Ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have 
brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have 
brought upon it* And they shall comfort you, when ye 
see their ways and their doings, and ye shall know that I 
have not done without cause all that I have done in it» 
Ye shall be satisfied, and praise the name of your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you. 

The glorious results of God's purposes are set 
before us in the two last chapters of Revelation, in 
those new heavens and that new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, and that heavenly Jerusalem of which 
it is said. The nations of them that are saved shall walk 
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ill the tiffil of U, Hud the king$ of the earlli do bring 

their glory and hotiottr into it. 

3, The effect these things should have upon 
us. Need I dwell upon tliia ! If there be Hucb glo- 
ries to come lo our world Ihroogh the Jews, Ihe deep- 
est and higlicst benevolence lo yoar fellow-men calls 
3'au to belp in their conversion and salvation. If the 
destinies of the world are bound up in their fotnre 
glory, what believer in God's word can be indifferent 
to them ? Or again, Cbristians, jou who love your 
Redeemer, who see him chief among ten thousand, 
, altogether lovely; who desire, above all things, tbe 
mind of Clirist, see what is true wisdom in your de- 
sires and labours for the good of otbers, by this ex- 
pression of your Redeemer's mind. 

O contrast, for a moment, the mind of Christiana 
in past ages, and tbe mind of Christ. In our mind, 
what iodiSerence, wbat neglect, what scorn, what 
contempt, what insults, wbat injury! In the mind 
of Jesus, what patient, self-sacrificing, unwearied, 
persevering love I The mind of Christ must marlc, 
does mark, his most devoted followers. Tbe strongest 
expression of feelings for others in the scriptures are 
on this very point. Paul declares, /jay the truth t« 
Christ, I lie not, my co-nscienee also bearivg me wilnet) 
in the Holg Ghost, that I have great heaviness and con- 
tinual sorrow in tng heart, for I could v)isk that mgself 
toere aeeursed from Christ for mg brethren, mi/ kiTumen 
according lo the fiesh. Brethren, my heart't desire and 
prager to God for Israel it that ilieg might be saved. 
And can we be indifferent to that which thns interests 
our divine Redeemer and the apostle of the Gentiles! 

Othe emptinessoftbisworld's wisdom, that affects 
to despise the Jews as of no importance ! Let as 
have faith in God's word. Let us rise to the full 
glory promised to his church tbrough them, and re-' 
joice to take our full part in a work thus dear to 
Christ and his most devoted servants. 
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And thanks be to God that he is patting this spirit 
into his charches. It was to me a source of peculiar 
joy to find that our sister established church in this 
country had, as a church, sent forth a deputation of 
devoted men to seek the good of Israel. May the 
fullest blessing rest on this truly scriptural work' of 
Christian love. 



DISCOURSE IV. 

THE MIND OF CHRIST OITEN TO HIS PEOPLE. 

[Prbachbd in Trinitt Episcopal Chapel, Edinburgh, Mat I9t 
1839, AND IN Carlislb, Auo. 33, 1840.] 

Isaiah lxvii. 6, 7. 

I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which 
shall never hold their peace day nor night. Ye that 
make mention of the Lord, heep not silence, and give 
him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusa- 
lem a praise in the earth. 

The prophecy whence these words are taken is one of 
peculiar interest. It contains the first opening of the 
gospel message by our Lord himself in the synagogue 
of Nazareth. It gives the fullest statement of his gra- 
cious mission, the clearest intimation of his heart and 
mind in visiting his own people, and in the general 
preaching of the gospel. He was anointed to preach 
good tidings unto the meek, he was sent to hind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives^ and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound, to pro~ 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord ; to commence, 
carry on, and perfect a work which issues in the glory 
of Israel, and the blessedness of the whole earth. 
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We may see, then, the importance of this prophecy 
at all times, and especially now, when the dawn of 
its glorious fulfilment seems dimly in the distance to 
appear. 

I would direct your attention to three troths sug- 
gested by this text. 

I. JUessiah's enlarging expressions of zeal for Jeru- 
salem. 

II. The gracious promise announced, 

III. The urgent duty to which we are called, 

I. Messiah's growing expressions of zeal for 
Jerusalem. 

The 61st and 62d chapters are one continaed ad- 
dress from oar Lord Christ. He is the speaker 
throaghoat. He appropriated to himself the first 
verses of the 61st chapter, saying in the synagogue, 
when the eyes of all were fastened on him, '* This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears; and all 
bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth." 

But Israel rejected their Lord and Redeemer ; he 
came unto his own, and his own received him not. Our 
Saviour foresaw the bitter fruits following this rejec- 
tion, and wept over Jerusalem. How affecting from 
time to time his expressions ! O that thou hadst hnown, 
even in this thy dag, the things belonging to thy peace. 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate, Jerusalem 
shall he trodden down of the Gentiles^ till the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled. Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves and for your chil- 
dren. In the midst of the grace of the gospel, the 
righteousness also of God was awfully exhibited. 
Their sin being filled up, the wrath of God came upon 
them to the uttermost, till, according to the prediction 
of Isaiah, the city was wasted without inhabitant, and 
the houses without man, and the land was utterly desolate, 
and men were removed far away. 



Thus the day of vengeance whs aasociated with 
the acceptable year ; a day, as it reapects tbe Jewish 
nalion, that has lasted 1800 years, and is not yet ter- 
minated. 

Wbat was the design of this? Tbe apostle asks. 
Have they ttvmbled, that (hey gliould firlt ! God forbid, 
but ralher through their fall lalealion it eome unio the 
Gentiles, to provoke them to jealousy. There is mercy 
yet in slore for them. 

The Redeemer's eye of love, eagerly desiring their 
good, shoots beyond their fall to the time of recovery, 
and rejoices in the comfort they should then receive. 
With him a thousand years are as one day, and he 
sees in the distance (v. G, 7.) the building of the old 
toasiei and the raising vp of former detotattont, and 
the doable honour for shame, and tbe everlasting joy 
for confusion : the exaltation shall be as high as the 
linmiliatiou has been deep. 

The length of delay indeed, which raises dilTical- 
ties in oar minds, is only a confirmation of tbe troth 
of the promise ; for it was from the first in the mind 
of the Redeemer, If their rejeclion had not been 
long, how could the Lord have fulfilled those words ; 
they shall build the old wastes, the desolations oTiuany 
generations. Tbe lapse of years only confirms the 
depth of his counsel and the irulh of his word. In 
the midst of this joyful prospect of good to Zion, the 
Lord sees Ihe wrong done to the Jews, and utters this 
sharp reproof. / the Lord love judgment, and hate 
robbery for burnt offering, and I viill direct their work 
in Irulh, and make an everlasting covenant milk ihein. 
For centuries upon centuries, Christians, under the 
assumption of superior spiritual discernment, and 
the pretext of mure spiritual views, have been rob- 
bing the Jews of all right and interest in these pro- 
mises expressly made to them. Though St. Paul 
has explicitly applied them, in the 11th of Romans, 
to the literal Israel ; from age to age Christians have 
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been exclasively applying them only to themselves, 
and thinking that they have given by this a great 
evidence of their spirituality, and rendered the word 
of God much more perfect, and done an acceptable 
service to the Lord. All Christians have indeed, 
through faith in Jesus, a title to the spiritual bless- 
ings ; but they have become high-minded, forgetting 
the solemn warning of the apostle, boast not against 
the branches, for if tliou boast, thou bearest not the root, 
but the root thee. 

The very wresting of these promises becomes, then, 
a motive with Jehovah for their fulfilment. His 
promised mercies are the highest portion of a people. 
God hates the stinting of his mercies, and the setting 
of narrow bounds to his love. The Gentiles having 
disbelieved his love to Israel, shall therefore see that 
love in its fulness. Their seed shall be known among 
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people ; all 
that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the 
seed which the Lord hath blessed. 

In the two next verses, the 10th and 11th, we have 
a farther stage of the prophecy. The glory of his 
people approaching, Christ utters the exulting song, 
/ will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful 
in my God, for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of righteous^ 
ness, I dpply this to Christ himself. They shall hang 
upon him all the glory of his Father's house, the offspring 
and issue, Isaiah xxii. 24. He shall build the temple 
of the Lord and he shall bear the glory. Zech. vi. 13. 
He it is then that exults in the prospect of that joy 
and glory which will accrue to him in the happiness 
of his people. 

From this triumphant, joyful prospect of faith, our 
Lord proceeds to fervent intercession. For Zion's 
sake I will not hold my peace ; for Jerusalem's sake I 
will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and tlte salvation thereof as a lamp that burn- 



eth. This shews tliat, amidst all apparcDt delays Bud 
teagtheaed desolation, he is, lionever hidden it be 
from ffleo's ejes, unccsaingly porsuiog that which in 
the resalt shall make them a rigbteoiis nation, to in- 
herit the land for ever. The Lord is takiti); the aifreBt 
and the wisest method to bring on that glorious iasne 
of his purposes, so often foretold. 

From intercession onr Lord prooeeds to renewed 
and fuller promises. The GrnlHes ihalt see thy right- 
eanmess, and all kings thy giary. The choicest and 
highest figures of exaltation and blessedness are 
nsed, the crown of glory, the royal diadera, delight, 
rejoicing, bridal gladness, married happiness: God 
thus joying in Zlon, and glorified in her glory. Such 
are the rich and varied emblems, and such the won- 
derfal truth which they convey. 

At length the time to favour Zion draws aigb. 
The love of Christ, like Joseph's, shnt up in secret, 
for a prolonged period, a period of now nearly S500 
years, overflows into the hearts of his servants, flIlB 
them with the like spirit, and awakens in them the 
like desires, reveals to them his own longing, opens 
to them hia free promises, leads them to take plea- 
sure in her stones, and favour her dust, and thus 
gives Ihem a token that the time of his promises is 
drawing nigh. / have let watchmen upon thy walU, O 
Zion, v/hich shall never hold their peace. 

It is the correspoodence of the signs of the times 
to this, which leads me to call your attention to-day 
to this passage of God's word. Let ns consider 



If. The gracious promise a 

I have set vlalchmcn. 

God's freest mercies come through appointed 
means. The deliverance of Zloo is accomplished 
through the appointment of watchmen, and their 
fervent prayers. 

In considering ibis promise of watchmen, we will 
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notice their office, their station, their charge, and 
the signs of its accomplishment. 

1. Their office. — The watchmen seem especially 
intended to point out the ministers of Christ, yet not 
exclaslTely ; all who are his true servants and re- 
ceive the hope and wait for the consolation of Israel, 
are included. Our Lord's direction is universal, 
What I say unto you I say unto all. Watch, The office 
of the watchman is to foresee and forewarn of ene- 
mies, to look to the hills and distant mountains, 
and give notice of approaching succour. Psalm cxxi. 
Another part of the offiqe is to announce the ap- 
proach of the morning. *' My soul," says David, 
'' waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
for the morning." Men fulfilling this office are here 
promised, the eye of the watchman shall be intent on 
the fall of that which has ever been the great enemy 
of the Jews, the mystical ^^bylon or the Roman 
empire. On the accomplishment of this we find in 
Rev. xix. the Jewish Hallelujah again is heard in 
the songs of the church. We have a striking de- 
scription of this, Isaiah xxi. 6 — 9 : ** The Lord said 
unto me, Go^ set a watchman, let him declare what 
he seeth. And he saw a chariot with a couple of 
horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels 
(apparently alluding to the combined efibrts of the 
Medes and Persians ;) and he hearkened diligently 
with much heed. And he cried, A lion ; my Lord, I 
stand continually upon my watch-tower in the day- 
time, and I am set in my ward whole nights; and, 
behold, here cometh a chariot of men with a couple 
of horsemen. And he answered, and said, Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen ; and all the graven images of her 
gods he hath broken unto the ground." The drying 
up of the mystic Euphrates is to us a leading symp- 
tom, preceding the fall of Babylon, denoting by con- 
sent of interpreters long ago, the wasting of the 
Turkish power. Many striking marks of time are' 
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given to shew the watclimen the approach of morD' 
iDg,and the rising of the suo upon tlie Jewish nation.- 
Tlie hours of the night have been passing awaj, and 
the morning cometh. To these things the watchmen, 
dnly regarding their oBice, shall, it is here promised, 
take diligent heed. They shall be wise to rliicem iht 
fit/ni of the timet. 

Their station is on the walls. It may well bo 
asked, how can this be ? if Jernsalem be not yet esla- 
blished, bat desolate, what are her walls ? Jerasalem 
has other walls than those of stone. /, saith the Lord,- 
will be uKto her a wall of fire round about, and will ht 
the glory in the midst of her. Zech. ji. 5. Safvatien will 
God appoint for wells and bulwarks. (Valfc about Zion^ 
and go round about her and tell the toweri thereof}, 
God's promises, and his covenaat, are its bolwarkB^ 
and, like Moant Pisgab, an eminence froQ which 
the coming glory may he seen. He has promised the 
protection of Zion, and its future secarily and glory ; 
and by faith in this promise the watchman is raised 
on high with a wide range of blessed prospect. From 
these walls he can discern the larions enemies of 
Zion, and their sure defeat ; from these walla he can 
oversee all its dwellings, and their promised place. 
Look upon Zion, the city of ov.r solemnities, thine egt§ 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that 
shall not be lakea down. By the same faith in God's 
promises he is enabled to catch the first dawn of the 
day of glory. When ye see these things come to past, 
knew ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Tht 
night is far spent, the day it at hand. Faith, then, in 
God's precious promises is here assured to the watcb- 

Tho charge which he gives to these watchmen 
whom he appoints is never to hold their peace day nor 
night ; they are the same words as express the tnind 
of Christ in the 1st verse. For Zion't sake I will not' 
hold mi/ peace, Christ's own spirit is at length on 
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point given to bis watchmen. This anceasing ardour 
marks the heavenly worshippers ; they rest not day and 
night in the service of God ; the same ardour marked 
the apostle's spirit ; night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might see your face and perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith. This includes all outward ex- 
ertion for the spiritual good of others, but mainly 
intends fervent prayer, praying always with all prayer 
for the progress of the gospel, and here more espe- 
cially for the blessedness of Israel. There is an abso- 
lute promise of such a spirit of prayer to the watch- 
men. As prayer is the channel by which all blessings 
flow, so the constancy and fervency of them, after 
the perfect pattern of the Redeemer, and the large- 
ness of them for the full glory of Zion, are here pro- 
mised as the character of these watchmen. O gracious 
promise ! O amazing love of Christ in giving it ! 
Large desires bring large blessings, such watchmen, 
then, raised up of God are a special mercy to his 
church. To his grace alone we are indebted for such 
gifts. 

We notice once more the signs of the accom- 
plishment of this gracious promise. 

How long and dark a night has passed oyer Israel, 
ever since her rejection of her Messiah, while no 
watchmen thought of her welfare. The apostle Paul 
indeed could testify. My heart's desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is that they may be saved ; but for 
what a lengthened period since, how few have been 
pleading for Sionr^ the Jew might truly haye said. 
No man careth for my soul. But it is not so now. 
Honoured instruments have been raised up, one after 
another, to think of, and pray, and labour for the 
good of Zion. God is more and more giving his ser- 
vants faith in the plain and literal meaning of his 
promises. The Jewish nation may now address not 
a small company of the Lord's watchmen, in the 
glowing language of Isaiah, How beautiful upon the 
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mountains are the feet of him that hringeth good tidings ^ 
that publisheth peace ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth ! Thy watchmen shall lift vp the voice : with 
the voice together shall they sing : for they shall see eye 
to eycy when the Lord shall bring again Zion, 

How striking in this view is the iast address on 
this subject, of the venerable and departed Simeon of 
Cambridge from his death-bed.* In the last half of 
his ministerial life, for the last qatirter of a ceotary 
he was a watchman thus fulfilling our text. The 
Jews' Society itself is a combined body of such 
watchmen, acting in the spirit of this promise. All 
its steps, its Hebrew New Testament and Liturgy, it8 
tracts, its missionaries, its schools, are a part of that 
unresting spirit of zeal for Zion here promised. 

And already are first symptoms, dim, it is true, but 
full of promise and good hope, beginning to appear, 
of the restoration of Israel. The silence of eighteen 
centuries is broken; the prejudices of eighteen cen- 
turies are giving way. Jews and Christians are be- 
ginning to sympathise in one hope ; the Jews are 
looking into our New Testament to compare it with 
the predictions of the sufiering Messiah. Christians 
are looking into the Old Testament to discern the 
fulness of its promises as to the glorified and reigning 
Redeemer. In the meanwhile Babylon is consuming 
under the Spirit of the Lord ; the waters of the mys- 
tical Euphrates are visibly drying up by the wasting 
of the Turkish Empire, that the way of the kings of 
the East may be prepared ; the Jews in increasing 
numbers are every year returning to their native land, 
and the British nation, politically and ecclesiasti- 
cally, thank God, in both our establishments of Eng- 
land and Scotland, seeks the good of Zion. 

The watchman may have to wait indeed on his 
watch-tower a season, according to his office. The 

* See Appendix I. 
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prophet Habakkuk brings this delay before us; bat 
he is cheered by the divine assurance, The vision is 
yet for an appointed time, hut at the end it shall speahy 
and not lie ; though it tarry, wait for it ; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry; a passage ap{^lied by 
the Apostle in the epistle to the Hebrews to the return 
of the Redeemer. 

Bat the church is stirred apto do its appointed 
work in this time of waiting ; to write the vision and 
make it plain ; to prepare the way of the people ; to re- 
move stumbling-stones, and to proclaim to the daughter 
of Zion every where, Behold thy Saviour cometh. 

Cheering it is to know that the Jews are now sought 
out through the earth; the Gospel is every where 
preached to them, and even in Jerasalem itself a mis- 
sionary proclaims to them their own Messiah. 

For 2500 years this promise has been baried like 
seed in the ground. O what riches of blessings are 
yet to be reaped through its budding forth ! The 
bearing of the fulness of fruit of sach precious pro- 
mises, in God's own appointed time, will fill the world 
with a harvest of glory, to the everlasting praise of 
Jehovah. 

But Christ's zeal does not rest here. Having ap* 
pointed watchmen, he quickens their earnestness by , 
a gracious title and a solemn direction. Let us pro- 
ceed then to consider 

3. The urgent duty to which we are galled. 

Ye that make mention of the Lord (or are the Lord's 
remembrancers), keep not silence, and give him no rest, 
till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth. 

How intensely fervent is the Savioar*s zeal for 
Israel ! Not content with his own earnest interces- 
sion, not content with appointing watchmen to the 
same end, he quickens them by the authority of his 
command to the like fervency of spirit with his own ; 
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lilaice and give no ^siience to him. How littie i 
know yel of the mind of Christ, aod how mach wc 
need to seelc it! Tralj blessed is that miad when 
attained. When oar pra<rers go forth as brightness, 
Jerusalem's salvation will go forth as a lamp that 
bnrneth. 
I would remark also that evehy privilege leads 

TO A DUTY ; EVEHY DUTY REPOSES ON A PRIVILEGE, 

Odt Lord appoints watchmen and promises to them 
the spirit of supplication, and io the strength of this 
gives a command to pray. Work out your own lal- 
■eation with fear and trembling, for it it God that viork- 
eth in gov both to will and to do of hia goad plearure. 
We must look to the promised Spirit of grace, if we 
would pra; earnestly. To pray in the Holy Ghost is 
the means to pray fervently. The privilege of being 
the Lord's remembrancer is the spur to earnestness 
and the motive for confidence. And if signs of the 
accomplishment of the promise are now appearing, 
this may well be a farther and special encouragement 
to the duty. 

But let us proceed to consider the duty itself, and 
in harmony with the whole passage, we are led not 
merely coldly to stale it in the form of a duty, bnt 
rather affectionately to urge it upon yon in several 
important views. 

I. Remember your high office.— God's remem- 
brancers, what a trust he reposes in you ! what a title 
he gives you! In heaven exhaustless treasures of 
mercy are in store ; but in eartb there is sin, misery, 
and desolation ; you, my brethren, are the appointed 
channels through which streams of mercy may de- 
scend and make the desert rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. Christ appoints yon his officers to this, and 
gives you the title, the Lord's remembrancers. It is 




THE MIND OF CHRIST OIYEN TO HIS PEOPLE. 55 

a mystery of wisdom far beyond oar thoaghts that 
God's blessings should, as it were, wait on bis peo* 
pie's prayers ; yet is this plainly revealed, and it is 
our part not to raise questions, but to act in faith and 
pray without doubting. There is a bright bow of 
promise shining on the face of the dark cloud of 
judgment impending over our world. That cloud 
shall become, through prayer, a cloud rich with 
mercy also, waiting our prayers, like Elijah's for 
Israel, to be opened in showers of blessings on the 
earth. 

2. Be fervent in prayer.— Keep not silence or 
rest. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: give the 
Lord no silence or rest. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. It is your great pri- 
vilege that the Lord delights in fervent prayer. 
Plead, then, his gracious promises, be deeply sensible 
of the greatness of what we ask : be deeply sensible 
that it is our happiness to plead with him ; be deeply 
sensible that this is the way by which his choicest 
blessings come to his church. I press upon you then 
this solemn command, to keep no rest till Jerusalem 
be established. 

3. Be confident in prayer. We have access with 
boldness into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus* 
This wonderful command. Give the Lord no rest, may 
well encourage us to confide in God's love. To this 
confidence we are remarkably called by the parable 
of the unjust judge, given for this end, that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint. Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And shall not God much more avenge hi* 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he 
bear long with them, I tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily. The more bold and confiding, the 
more acceptable. God delights in the confidence 
of love ; and you cannot expect too much from his 
goodness. 

4. Have scriptural objects in prayer.— Let 
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your prayers be enlightened according to God's will. 
Let your prayers be in the line of his revealed coan* 
sel. Pray for all men without exception ; for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come to the know-» 
ledge of the truth. But since the receiving of Israel is 
as life from the dead to the world, and here and else- 
where pre-eminently commanded and encouraged; 
therefore first and especially, pray for Israel. Prayer 
should be like the gospel, for the Jew first, and also 
for the Gentile. In prayer for all men, we honour 
God's love to all men ; but in special prayer for the 
Jew, we honour not only his love to all men, but also 
his sovereignty and wisdom in the way by which that 
love shall be manifested. 

5. Have enlarged desires in prayer. — Seek not 
only the establishment of Jerusalem, but that it may 
become a praise in the earth. The last question of 
our Lord's disciples was, Wilt thou at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel, Nor should we imagine our 
Lord was displeased with that question, as his com- 
mand here may shew us. But what is the establish- 
ment of Jerusalem ? Read the 60th of Isaiah ; read 
the latter chapters of Ezekiel and of Revelation* See 
Jerusalem, as our Lord calls it, the city of the great 
King, Mark the titles given it by God himself: The 
place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, 
where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel 
for ever. By the mouth of Jeremiah he gives the 
promise : / will cause the captivity of Judah, and the 
captivity of Israel, to return, and will build them as at 
the first, O the wonders of this great establishment ! 
Enlarge your thoughts and desires very greatly, and 
you will be sure, after all you imagine, to fall short of 
the reality. Then think of it as a praise in the earth. 
The continuation of the passage just quoted from 
Jeremiah shews us this : And it shall be to me a name 
of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations. 
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which shall hear all the good that I do unto them, and 
shall fear and tremble for all the goodness, and for all the 
prosperity which I procure unto it. Or in the language 
of the Revelation : The nations of them that are saved 
shall walk in the light of it ; and the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory and honour into it. Thus, at length, 
shall every nation be led to know and rejoice in 
Christ, and the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Nothing less than this is the mind of Christ: the 
blessedness of the whole earth through the blessed- 
ness of Israel. Be yon then enlarged to this hope. 
Here is an object of unspeakable moment. Here is 
the Divine method for bringing all men to Christ. It 
is his gracious purpose. The Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all na- 
tions. 

6. Once more, abound in thanksgiving. Our 
Lord, in the triumph of faith, says, / will greatly re' 
joice in the Lord ; my soul shall be joyful in my God. 
We should partake of his Spirit, giving thanks al- 
ways for God's gracious and holy purposes. Our 
Lord is a pattern to his remembrancers. True 
knowledge of his word will shew you his mercy 
in all things, past and present; and, above all, in 
the good things to come. When Israel shall blos' 
som and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit ; 
Be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create ; 
for behold I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 'and her 
people a joy. 

And now, brethren, need I plead with yon for the 
Jews* Society ; It is the living voice of my text; at 
present, indeed, uttered feebly, but seeking every 
where to bring the Lord's remembrancers to the state 
of mind and the plain duty here set before us. Fulfil, 
then, your Saviour's directions : join the little com- 
pany of his servants. If our minds have been raised 
to the largeness of this subject, we shall rejoice to 
make sacrifices for it, better suited than in time past 
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to its vast moment and unspeakable importance. The 
silver is mine and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts. He that is faithful in the least is faithful also in 
the greatest ; and if you have not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the 
true riches, the riches of God's eternal kingdom ? 



DISCOURSE V. 

THE PREPARATION OP THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE. 

[Prbachbo in St. Clbment Danbs, London, May 8, 1834, bbfore 
THE London Socibty for Promoting Christianity among thb 
Jews.] 

Isaiah lxil 10 — 12. 

Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way 
of the people : cast up, cast up the highway ; gather 
out the stones: lift up a standard for the people. 

Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the 
world. Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy 
salvation cometh : behold his reward is with him, and 
his worh before him. 

And they shall call them, the holy people, the redeemed 
of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, sought out, a 
city notforsahen. 

So intimately is the conversion of the Jews connected 
with all the fatare glories of the church of Christ, 
and with the happiness of every nation upon earth, 
that I feel the Society for promoting that blessed ob- 
ject, while it confers a privilege, calls also to a most 
responsible daty, in requesting me to preach its an- 
nual sermon. Engaged for many years in the work 
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of promoting missions to the Gentiles, my mind was 
but little directed towards the Jews ; but, having since 
been enabled to give more consideration to them, and 
the divine testimony concerning them, I have increas- 
ingly seen how plainly, in these awfully momentous 
times, our God requires his people to care for Israel, 
and how great is the blessedness of helping forward 
their salvation. 

A due consideration of the context will shew, that 
the prophecy from which my text is taken concerns 
the Jewish nation, and that it is yet unfulfilled. In 
the first and second verses, Zion and Jerusalem are 
distinguished from the Gentiles. It is said, the Gen- 
tiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory : 
a charge is then laid upon those who are the Lord's 
remembrancers, to give him no rest till he establish, and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. In the 
eighth and ninth verses follows the solemn oath of 
Him who swears and will not repent. (Psalm ex. 4.) 
The Lord hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm 
of his strength ; surely I will no more give thy com to 
be meat for thine enemies ; and the sons of the stranger 
shall not drink thy wine for which thou hast laboured ; 
but they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the 
Lord ; and they that have brought it together shall drink 
it in the courts of my holiness. Without denying allu- 
sion to events that have taken place since the pro- 
phecy was delivered, it is still clear that this express 
and divine oath which immediately precedes our text, 
has never yet been fully accomplished ; neither on 
the return from Babylon, nor on the first propagation 
of the gospel, nor on any other event to the present 
day; it remains yet toibe fulfilled in the recovery 
and restoration of the Jews. And equally plain also 
is it, that the predicted triumphs of the Saviour over 
all his enemies, described in the following chapter, 
are yet unaccomplished. * 

* Jostin Maityr, in his dialogae with Trypho, applies this prediction 
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Hence we assarediy gather, that oar text relates to 
blessings yet to be imparted, and duties yet to be 
discharged towards oar Jewish brethren. It is the 
voice of our divine Redeemer ; Jesas is the speaker, 
and he speaks here to as, and, as we shall shew, to 
as in this age and day of his church. In the first 
verse of the chapter he appears as the constant Ad- 
vocate and Intercessor of his ancient people ; and in 
our text, he charges upon all his followers the duty 
of preparing them to be a people ready for his coming. 

May our God help me now to lay this duty dis- 
tinctly and powerfully before you, that you niay rise 
up with one feeling, as the heart of one man, deter- 
mined in the divine strength to fulfil the holy direc- 
tions of God our Saviour. We will consider, 

I. The glorious event to be proclaimed* 

II. The blessed result of that event to the Jews, 

III. The practical duties to which we are called, 

I. The glorious event to be proclaimed — 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end, of the 
world, say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy sal' 
vaiion cometh ; behold his reward is with him, and his 
work before him. 

When that divine Spirit who inspired the sacred 
writers would attract special attention to any sub- 
ject, he prefixes behold, to the truth revealed. We 
have here the word behold, thrice repeated, as if to 
intimate more strongly the peculiarly important * 
character of the truth, and the too general disregard 
of it by the church. It is when the wise as well as 
the foolish virgins are slumbering, that the cry is 
made, Behold, the bridegroom^ cometh. Matt. xxv. 5. 

Let this special care of the Holy Spirit, then, 

to the future blessedness of believing Jews and Gentiles in their in- 
heritance on God's holy moantain. See his Dialogue with Trypho, 
s. 26, p. 124, Benedictine Edition : or the translation in the " Chris- 
tian Fathers'* of the author. ' 
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awaken in out minds e: 
now broDglit before us. 

We will consider the DHlore of t!ie event, i 
panying effects, and its required proclar 

1. The nature of the EVEKT— BeAn/o 
valion comelh. 

Tbe word rendered thy mlnation, is, by tbe ancient 
versions* and the best modern interpreters,f rendered 
tAy Saviour ; and from the words. Hit reward u lailh 
him, it is clear that tbis is tbe intended meaning of 
tbe prophet. We have a similar prediction, Isaiah 
xU 10. Behold the Lord will come wiih ttrong hand, ' 
and hit arm shall i*u/c for him. Behold kit reward il 
Kilh Aim, ajtd his tuorh be/are him. The event pro- 
claimed is the fulare coming of our Saviour; as in 
Zech. ix. 9, in almost simitar terms, we have his first 
coming predicted ; Behold, ihy King cometh unta thee : 
he ujutt, and having salvation. 

The gloivias promises of our text, and tbe propfae* 
cies connected with it, were most manifestly never 
fulfilled at his hrst coming. We must admit this in 
our controversies with the Jews; their strongest ar- 
gument against the Messiahship of Jesas is, that he 
has not fulhlled the predictions of glory connected 
with his coming; an argument which we cannot 
effectually answer by attempting to spiritnalize such 
predictions ; for thus we explain away the divine 
words of tbe Holy Ghost, and leave them without 
meaning; but we must distinguish between his first 
coming as a man of sorrows, and his second coming 
in ike glory of his Father, in order to realize all tbe 
blessiugs which he has so plainly promised in his 

The second coming of Christ as the deliverer of 
Israel, and in visible glory, is then tbe event here 
foretold ; an event yet before tbe church, as St. Paul 
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explicitly shews in qaotiog the predictioo : There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness frmn Jacob ; for this is my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take away their sins. Rom. xi. 
26, 27. The expression Jacob here shews us that the 
promise compreheods all the twelve tribes. 

When oar Lord, as a pablic Teacher, last ad- 
dressed the Jews, he said to them, Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate ; for I say unto you, that ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say. Blessed is 
he thai cometh in the name of the Lord. Matt. xxiv. 
38, 39. For above seventeen hundred years, the 
church has seen the former part of this prediction 
realized ; the latter part is the event here set before 
us. So, when adjured by the high priest, our Lord 
before his death solemnly testified, I say unto you, 
hereafter shall ye see tfte Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
Matt. xxvi. 64. 

The assurance given by the angels just after he left 
our world, to cheer the hearts of his disciples, gazing 
after him, was to the same purport : This setme Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. Acts i. 
11. The length^ed time of absence must be rapidly 
running out. According to the prediction of Christ, 
while the times of the Gentiles have been fulfilling, 
Jerusalem has been trodden down of them, (Luke xxi. 
24); but those times are expiring, and every eye 
should be intently fixed on the great hope of the 
church, and every believer hasting to the coming 
(2 Peter iii. 12.) of the S'aviour, and looking for him 
who shall appear the second time without sin to their sal- 
vation. Heb. ix. 28. 

His glorious title is, the Saviour, — thy Saviour, O 
Israel ; our Saviour, my brethren, — the only wise God, 
our Saviour. Jade 25. O blessed title ! our every 
hope for eternity hangs upon it : the sum of the gospel 
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is contained in it. He appears not merely as the 
Saviour of Israel. He shall be folly and eminently 
revealed as a Saviour in the complete redemption of 
all his chosen people from deaths the grave, and hell. 
He comes again, and to his church all is light and 
glory at his appearance. Let the heavens rejoice, and 
the earth be glad; the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
let the field hejoyfnl, and all that is therein ; then shall 
all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord ; for he 
Cometh^ for he comet h to judge the earth ; he shall judge 
the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth. 
Psalm xcvi. 11 — 13. Shall the bride rejoice in the 
presence of the Bridegroom ? shall the wife hail with 
joy the approach of her long absent husband ? and 
shall not the Christian mark with rapture and delight 
every sign of the coming of his beloved Saviour ? O 
it is the most desirable of all events to his people ; 
we ourselves which have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. Rom. viii. 
23. The last cry of the church recorded in the Bible 
is, Amen, Even so come, Lord Jesus, Rev. xxii. 20. 
This, then, is the event to be proclaimed. It is not 
enough, my brethren, to proclaim Christ crucified to 
the Jews. This must we indeed do, distinctly and 
prominently, as the only atonement for the sinner ; 
the only perfect and sufficient sacrifice and propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world ; and the most 
wonderful proof and exhibition of divine love, far 
beyond all our thoughts. But besides this, we must 
also proclaim the once crucified Immanuel, speedily 
to appear in glory, to punish his rebellious subjects, 
and to save his people ; we must tell again and again 
of his soon coming the second time to subdue all 
things to himself, and to reign over the whole earth, 
King of kings and Lord of lords, (Rev. xix. 16.) 
in a blessed empire ; the very character of which is 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost* 
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RomaDS xiv. 17. In this way the apostJes preached 
to the Jews: Repent ye tkerefoi'ej and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord ; and 
he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached 
unto you. Acts iii. 19, 20. How hnmbling to them, 
that for eighteen hundred years they should have been 
so blinded as to reject him ! How awakening that 
he has declared he will at that time purge out the re- 
bels from among them! (Ezek. xx. 88,) how awfal his 
threatenings, that he will trample under foot (Isaiah 
Ixiii. 3,) all his enemies ! how reviving and how ele- 
vating his promises of returning mercies and national 
blessings to those that seek his grace and embrace 
his salvation ! Let your missionaries, then, like the 
apostles of old, every where freely and fully publish 
a King returning to Zion, as well as a Redeemer cru- 
cified on Calvary. It is the scriptural plan,.and the 
most likely of all to awaken their attention and pre- 
pare them for his comings 

But this leads us on to — 

2. The things connected with this event. — 
His reward is with him, and his work before him, (Psalm 
cxviii. 9,) or, as it is elsewhere expressed, he cometh 
to judge the earth* 

There is his reward and his work. 

It is not quite clear whether his reward refers to 
the reward which Christ receives or that which he 
bestows. Our Lord is to see of the travail of his soul, 
and be satisfied, (Isaiah liii. 11,) and to possess the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. (£ph» 
i. 18,) and he is to be glorified in his saints, and admired 
in all them that believe, (2 Thess. i. 10.) 

But I apprehend that the reward which he bestows is 
also here intended ; thus it is foretold, (Rev. xxii. 12,) 
Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be. Who 
can tell the fulness of that reward, which our Saviour 

F 
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will bestow on his believing people at hiacomingl 
They ahall share all his triumphs and Klory. The 
dead saints raised and the living saints changed, and 
liolh caught vp tngether in the cloudi to mtft Ike Lord 
in the air; (1 Thess. iv. 17,) they come with him in 
the glories of the resorreclion body, to execute his 
jadgmenls, as Enoch Gve thousand years since fore- 
told: BekoM, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of hit 
sainli, to execvte judgment vpon all. Jude 11, 15. When 
he that ii faithful and true {Rev. xix. 11— 14,) comes 
riding on the white horn, the armies which are in heaven 
follow him. But how can we describe their full re- 
ward! Tbc sacred writers so speak of it as to shew 
that it is a glory beyond our utmost conception. It 
doth not yet appear tehat uie shall be ; but tee know that 
when he shall appear, we shall be lihe him, for ice shall 
see him as he is; (IJohn ii\,^,) He shall ehange our vile 
hody, that it may be fashioned lihe »nto his glorious 
body; (Phil, iji. 21.} we shall then behold his glory, the 
glory which he had with the Father before the world was ; 
(John xTii. 5.) we shall ace him face la face; (1 Cor. ■ 
xiii. 12,) we shall hear his voice, and enter into his 
jay, {Matt, xxv-31,) we shall be companions of pa- 
triarchs, prophets, and apostles, and equal to the an- 
gels. Luke XX. 86. Now heirs of God and joint heirs • 
with Christ, (Rom. viii. 17), we shall then inherit the 
kingdom prepared for 
world. Matt \xv. 34. 
ness, happiness, and glory ! 
of tnmult and conflict, of sio aod sorrow, of ti 
n and sufferiDg, be all passed away ! 
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I everlasting reward, and take 



But besides a reward to bestow, he has also A wobk 
TO PEHFORM,— /lis work is before him. 

What that work is, we may learn from the follow- 
ing chapters of this prophet. It forms the substance. 
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of the things there revealed, and comprehends, doubt- 
less, a lengthened series of events ; but I would only 
now notice these three, — the overthrow of his ene- 
mies ; the mercies in store for Israel, and the esta- 
blishment of his kingdom. 

He first OVERTHROWS HIS ENEMIES. He is de- 
scribed in the next chapter in language which St. 
John, in the nineteenth of Revelations, teaches us to 
apply to his conquests at his second coming, as com- 
pletely destroying all opposition to his kingdom : / 
will tread them in mine anger ^ and trample them in my 
fury ; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my gar- 
menff and I will stain all my raiment : for the day of 
vengeance is in my heart , and the year of my redeemed is 
come, Isaiah Ixiii. 3, 4. 

From various testimonies of scripture we learn that 
our Saviour will come suddenly and unexpectedly 
upon his enemies, as a thief in the night ; (2 Peter 
iii. 10,) that the kings of the earth and of the whole world 
will he gathered together to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty, into a place called (in the Hebrew tongue) 
Armageddon, (Rev, xvi. 14 — 16,) and there utterly 
perish. All that know not God, and obey not the gospel 
of our Loi'd Jesus Christ, shall then be punished with 
everlasting destruction, 2 Thess.i. 8, 9. He vanquishes 
all his opponents. Over Turks ami Papists, Infidels 
and hardened Christians; over corrupted churches 
and raging nations, his victory will be full, decisive, 
and tremendous; (Rev. xix.20, 21,) he subdues, too, 
all his spiritual foes ; he takes the great leader of all, 
Satan, binds him with a massive chain^ and casts him 
into a bottomless pit, (Rev. xx. 3,) that the Lord of 
glory may reign with undisputed sway over the earth. 
(Rev. XX. 4, 6.) 

He is coming, then, to overthrow all his enemies, 
to dash them in pieces as a potter's vessel. Psalm ii. 9. 
O ! for w(yrlds upon worlds be not, I beseech you, 
found among those whom he will then count enemies \ 

F 2 



thej must come to thame und evtrlatting contempt t 
(DSD. xii. 3,) the; must endure the devouring fira: 
they mast dwell with everlaitivg bumingi. Isaiah 
sssiii. 14. 

Another pari of the work before him is, to brinu 
MERCIES TO HIS PEOPLE IsRAEL. This, accordingly. 
is also afterwards foretold (Isaiah Isiii. 7,}: / will 
meHtiimthe laving-hindnata of Ihe Lord, andtke fn-aiiei 
of the Lord, according to all thai the Lord hath be- 
llowed on ai, and the great geodneii loviards the haxae 
of Iirael, which he hath bettowed on them, according ta 
hit tnereiei, and according to the multitude of his loving' 
kindneaes. 

The salvation of Isrsel, then, as well ax the de- 
struction of the enemies of Christ, is coDoected with 
the coming of the Saviour. St Paal shews, thai AU 
Israel shall be saved ; al it ia leritten. There shall come 
out of Zion the Deliverer. Rom. xi. 26. So Isaiah de- 
clares : Behold your God will cavie with vengeance, even 
God with a reeompenie; he will come and eave ^au, 
(Isaiah xxxv. 4,) and in his eleventh chapter he con- 
nects the restoration of Israel vith the reign of CbrisL 
Daniel also forelels, At that time ihall Michael Hand 
vp, the great prince, which ttandeth for the children 
of thy people ; and there ihall be a time of trouble ntch 
ai never tcai lince there wai a nation, even to that mine 
time; and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
eecry one that shall be found written in the booh. Dan. 
xi. I. So in the Psalms, it is predicted. When the 
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. 
Psalm cii. 16. The precise period of our Lord's re- 
turn is nowhere, I apprehend, revealed to us; but 
whether it precedes, or accompanies, or follows the 
return of Judah and Israel to their own land, varied 
expressions in God's word lead us to the cooclusiua 
that it is immediately connected with that event. 
Their return is, however, a distinct evenl^from their 
coDveisioD to Christ, and takes place at a prior 
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period; bat both are clearly promised. In Micah 
ii. 13, a passage applied by Lowth to the general re- 
storation of the Jewish nation, we have this state- 
ment : The breaker is gone up before them ; they have 
broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are 
^one out by it, and their king shall pass before them, and 
the Lord on the head of them, Micah ii. 13. We read 
in Zechariah (xii. 9, 10), It shall come to pass in 
that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
€ome against Jerusalem ; and I will pour upon the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of 
grace and of supplication ; and they shall look upon me 
wluom they have pierced: and they shall mourn for him.* 
And again : Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight 
against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle: and his feet shall stand upon Mount Olives, 
(Zech. xiv. 3,) and presently afterwards, TJie Lord my 
God shall come, aad all the saints with thee. And so, in 
the closing book of Revelation, it is declared, Behold, 
he Cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him^ and 
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him. Even so. Amen. 
Rev. i. 7. 

These varied quotations all tend to one point, that 
the Lord Jesus will personally and visibly come, not 

* Mr. Pirie makes, on this poiot, a forcible appeal to the Jews— 
** Wliat Messiah are you expecting f Is it not he of whom Moses, in 
the law, David in the Fsahoos, and the prophets did write ? Now David 
describes the Messiah as having his hands and feet pierced, and 
pierced by his own people. Your Messiah, speaking by Zechariah, 
says of the house of David, and of all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
" They shall look upon me whom they have pierced." What although 
then you expect him to come in the clouds of heaven in great glory, 
still Daniel tells you he is the Son of Man, and Zechariah, that he is 
the man whom your fathers pierced, or crucified. Let any Man, there- 
fore, come in the clouds of heaven, and even eome to your temple in 
the character of Messiah, can yon rationally believe in him till you 
examine his hands and his feet, to find the scars of the nails f If these 
be wanting, he is not the Messiah described by the prophets. . . . Your 
glorified Redeemer, when he comes, must give ocular proof that he 
has been your opce-crocified Eedeemer."— See Pirie's Works, vol. i. 
p. 121. 



odIj for the destruotioa of hja enemies, but aha i« 
mercy to his people Israel. 

That annoDiiceineiit which the aagel made to Mary 
before his birib, The Lord Gad thall give unto him 
the throne of his father David; and he shall reign 
over ike house of Jacob for ever : and of Ait hingilom 
there shall be no end; (Luke i. 32, 33.) is slilJ to be 
fulfilled: our Lord Christ lias never yet hnd the 
throne of David, nor reigned over the bouse of Jacob, 
which includes the twelve tribes of Israel. 

In seeking, then, the best good of the Jews, you 
are labouring for a people lo whom God has de- 
lerniined nUimaie triampb : you are seeking lo ad- 
vance that cause whiah it is his purpose shall finally 
prosper. 

A third part of the work lo be performed by our 
Lord at his coming is, the full establishment and 
raanifestalion of his kingdom oier the whole world. 
His appearance and his kingdom are conoected lo- 
};elher in the holy scriptores. See Dauicl vii. 14, IS, 
2 Tim. iv. 1. Luke xix. IS ; sx\. SI. Very numerous 
are the promises, the hopes, and the illustrations, set 
before ns in the sacred volume, of this kingdom. 
Clear is the predietioD of Daniel, Ibat after the divi- 
sion of the Roman empire into its ten kingdoms. In 
the day of these kings, the God of heaven s/iall set vp a 
hingdom, whick shall never be destroyed, and the king' 
dom shall not be left to other people, bat it shall break 
in pieces and consume these htngdoma, and it shall stand 
forever, Dan. ii. 44. And again. TA« kingdom, and 
tke dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom, under 
the tnhole heaven, shall be given to tke people of the saints 
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an eoerlasting king- 
dom, and all dominiom skall serve Aim. Dan. vii. 27. 
This is the substance of the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet: The kingdoms of this Korld are become ike 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he si 
reign forage,: Rcv. xi. 15. 
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How awfully important then, how tremendous to 
the wicked, how blessed to his people is the work 
before the Saviour when he comes ! O that we, 
without exception, may be preparing for that day, 
watching and praying always^ that we may he amounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass^ 
and to stand before the Son of man, Luke xxi. 36. 

3. Its required proclamation— j?Mo/</ Me Xor</ 
hath proclaimed unto the end of the world. Say ye. to the 
daughter of Sion. 

By the daughter of Zion, in the language of scrip- 
ture, is clearly meant the Jewish nation ; this term 
being one frequently used to describe that people. 
A peculiar feature which has ever distinguished them 
is, that they have from the beginning of their national 
existence, been expecting the Messiah as their 
mighty deliverer ; and they are still waiting for him. 
Now to this very people the Christian church is, in 
this very day commissioned to say, Behold thy Sa^ 
viour Cometh. 

We have here a proclamation from Jehovah him- 
self, the Lord of heaven and earth, the glorious and 
eternal God, to every living being, even to the ends 
of the earth ; a charge given to the whole race of man. 
Wherever throughout the world this prophecy comes 
to men's ears, there is a divine direction, which they 
are bound to obey. It is not a matter of indiffer- 
ence ; it is a solemnly-announced command to all, to 
tell the Jews of the coming Saviour; to proclaim ex- 
plicitly to the daughter of Zion, that the time of her 
deliverance is approaching. 

But why should the Lord tell the ends of the world 
to care for Zion ? At the time this prophecy was de- 
livered there seemed little likelihood that the ends of 
the earth would have anything to do with Zion. Yet 
the prefixed word, Beholdj calls especial attention to 
this. Oh ! wonderful foreknowledge and providence 
ef God ! He foresaw and fore-ordained that the 
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Jewi shoald be scattered everywhere, intermingled 
with the [leople of every land, and dispersed in the 
remotest regions ; that there might not be a spot upon 
the earth uninterested in or unmoTed by their return. 
And, aboat 2600 years since, he laid up in store this 
universal direction to all lands, this evidence, that 
he will not have the Jew, wherever situated, left 
uDcared for, or ontold of the coming Saviour. How 
intense the interest of the divine mind in the recovery 
and the return of the Jews! How influential thi.s 
event upon the coudition of every portion of the 

It WHS always the duty of Christians to preach the 
gospel to tke Jev> firsts and then to the Gentile. The ' 
Savioar's charge has always been that repentance and 
Tttttistion of aim slitmld be preached among all nalioni, 
beginning at Jerusalem. But in accomplishing God's 
parpo.<ies of mercy towards them in the latter-day 
glory of the church, it is manifest from many testi' 
monies of scripture, that there are to be varied and 
extended exertions, that thus in that time the prcicnl 
of a people kitherle scattered and peeled yitay he brought 
to the Lord of hosts, to the place of his name, the Mount 
Zion. Isaiah xviii. 7. 

The effort which we now see made in their behalf. 
seems the beginning of the going forth of this more 
special proclamation from the Lord ; he is calling 
the church to proclaim bis message to the daughter 
of Zion now, by the new and striking signs of the 
times in which we live. To some of these I would 
briefly advert, that you may see that there are urgent 
reasons why Christians should specially in these days 
attend to this charge of Jehovah. 

The Roman was, as it is generally and I doubt not 
truly believed, the fourth empire predicted by the 
prophet Daniel ; an empire that was to estend to and 
be destroyed at the period when the Son of man shall 
nome ait/i the clouds of heaven. Dan. ii. 40—44 ; vij. 
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13—27. That empire subsists to this day in its ten 
horns or kingdoms ; it is, however, manifest that the 
divine judgments have, for the last forty years, been 
pouring out on papal kingdoms, according to the 
prediction, The judgment shall sit, and they shall take 
away his dominion, to consume, and to destroy it unto the 
end. Dan. vii. 26. The Turkish empire also is, in 
the face of all men, wasting away and exhausting. 
We see in this, as it is also generally and I doubt 
not truly believed, the pouring out of the sixth vial. 
During this vial the water of the great river Euphrates, 
is dried up, that the way of the kings of the east,* who- 
ever those kings be, may he prepared; and during the 
same vial the caution is given to the church, Behold, 
I come as a thief: blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his garments. Rev. xvi. 15. The gospel of Christ has 
for the last forty years been preached in all the world 
with an unprecedented enlargement of effort ; and 
our Lord has expressly told us, that his gospel shall 
be preached for a witness to all nations, and then shall 
the end come; (Matt. xxiv. 14.) or as the apostle 
puts it. Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come (or coming) in, and 
so all Israel shall be saved. Rom. xi. 25, 26. There 
has been a greatly increased compassion excited for 
Israel both in our bwn and other countries, and the 

* Mr. Mead has the following collateral argament, to shew that 
the kings of the East mean the Jews. The Hebrew word HaUelig&b. 
is not used in all the New Testament but in the book of Revelation, 
and only in the igth chapter of that book, and in that chaptor four 
times, ver. l, 3, 4, 6; and it is used in every place to express the 
church's joy at the fall of the great whore. It is a form not used till 
now. We find the church of the Gentiles often praising Qod through- 
out the whole book, but we find not the " Hallelujah*' till this 19th 
chapter, and the reason is this ; that the 19th chapter is the exposi- 
tion of the sixth vial, and it is under that vial that the Jews are con- 
verted, and therefore now this Hebrew word is introduced into the 
song of the church, to show us that now, the Jews being converted, 
the Jews and Gentiles shall praise God together. And so the prophecy 
of Moses is fulfilled, " Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people."— Ser- 
mons of Matthew Mead. 
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gospel has been widely preached lo the Jews. They 

tbeDiselves are feeling Iheir spiritDH] degradation. 

Ah I " said one of lliem, lamentins lliia, " we want 

Jewish Luther to come among na, and stir us op." 

his enlarged care for the Jews gives us scriptural 

assnrance Ihal ike lime lo favour Zion is come. PsbIid 

I. 13, 14. The noise and shaking among the dry 
hanea of the kattse of Israel (Exek. xxxvii.) increaaes 
oil the one band, and on the other God is inaoifestly 
shaking all nafionf, that those things which ratinot be 
shaken may remain., and that hingdoai ichich cannot be 
moved (Heb. xil. 27.) may be universally established. 

It is from these signs I gather, that now is the 
precise moment in which God is with peculiar em- 
phasis lifting up bis voice, and proclaiminf; this 
commission aloud lo every hearer of his word. 
From the throne of liis Majesty he is bidding you 
and me to interest ourselyes for the Jews and to tell 
them of the coming Saviour. 

And what shall be the happy issue? 

II. The blessed result or this evekt to the 
Jews.— jlnd they shall call them the holy people, the 
redeemed of the Lord, and than shall be called. Sought 
out, A city nal forsaken. 

These words bring before our minds a rich cluster 
uf blessings, all orderly set forth as the blessed effect 
fullowiug the glorious event which is here predicted. 
There is first, being holy or set apart for God : this 
was in the divine purpose from eternity : chosen in 
Chrut before the foundation of Ihe world, that we should 
be holy. £phes. i. 4. There is then, being redeemed 
of the Lard,baag\it at a costly price, and ransomed 
from all evil : to this succeeds, being sought out by 
him who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost ; and to close the whole, there is unity and pre- 
servation for ever, a cily not forsahen. The whole 
is arranged in benutifal order, to shew the complete 
blessedness of God's people. 
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The words apparently lead us to two classes oij 
persons to be blessed at our Saviour's coming. The 
first class, They shall call them the holy peopte^ the re- 
deemed of the Lord ; and the second class, Thou shall 
he called. Sought out, A city not forsaken* There may 
be a reference in the first class to the converted 
Gentiles,* and in the second class to the converted 
Jews. Through the chapter these are combined 
together, while the Jews are addressed by the per- 
sonal pronoun. Thus in the second verse it is said. 
The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings 
thy glory ; and thou shalt he called hy a new name. In 
this view, our text would contain a delightful reci- 
procation of congratulation between Jews and Gen- 
tiles. The intimate connexion between the blessed- 
ness of these runs through the scripture. Isaiah is so 
full of this, that you can hardly find a promise of the 
salvation of the Gentiles which is not linked in with 
the blessedness of the Jews. Thus our text would 
bring before us that blessed result. The earth shall he 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea, Isaiah xi. 9. 

Yet as the leading subject of the chapter is the 
restoration of the Jews, and as in the preceding 
verse the ends of the world were to be addressed on 
th)s subject, it is rather probable that the word they 
may here refer to the admiring nations of the earth. 
They shall call them, that is, the Jews, the holy or 
consecrated people, the redeemed of the Lord; and 
then the prophet himself, as if beholding Jerusalem 
thus glorious, changes the person and number of his 
language, and in the rapture of exultation exclaims, 
Thou shalt he called. Sought out, A dty not forsaken, -^^ i 

* In this way the passage is viewed by Justin Martyr, who quotes 
the text, and says. We are not only a people, but a holy people. See 
his Dialogue with Trypho, sec. 119> P* 112. 

t I gather from this, as well as from other passages of God's wordt 
that the chief conversion of the Jews to Christ will be after the com- 



Let □! Ihen more distinctly notice the blessings 
promised uoder this inlerpretatioD— 'the; shall call 
them THB HOLY PEOPLE— the people set apart and 
consecrated to God. Tho«gh thou art an holy people 
aiUa the Lord thy God, (Deat. vji. 6.) was once the 
peculiar and distinctive title of Israel, jet, through 
their rejection or Chriat, how have Ihey now forfeited 
it ! The branches are broken off', and bava lost their 
fruitfulness and beaut}' ; but if they abide not in ur- 
hrlief, they /hall be grafted in ; for God ii able to graft 
them in again, yaw that awful prediction has been 
fullilled, I mil deliver them to be removed into all the 
kingdomt of the earth for their hurl, to be a reproach 
and a prouerb, a taunt and a curie, in alt placet whither 
1 shall drive them. Jer. xxiv. 9. But all this is to be 
reversed, as Zechariah foretels. It shall come to past, 
that at ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of 
Jadah, and house of Israel, (observe both Judah and 
Israel are included,) so will I save you, and ye shall be 
a blessinff. viii. 13. Eien on the commonest concerns 
of life there shall be holiness unto the Lord, the very 
same inscription that was prominent upon the fore- 
front of the mitre of the high priest of Israel : In that 
day there shall be vpon the belli of the horses, Holineii 
aato the Lord ; and the poll in the Lord's house shall be 
like the bouils before the altar; yea, ecery pot in Jeru- 
salem a.nd in Judah shall he holiness uhIo the Lord. 
Zech. xiv. 20, 21. Then shall be fullilled the |;low- 
ing prediction. Thy people shall be willing in the day 
of thy power ; in the beauties of holiness from the womb 
of the morning, thou hast the dew of thy youth. Psalm 
ex. 3. Their lengthened night of afllietion all passed 
away, their glorious morning come, they shall shine 
in holiness and multitude as the countless drops of 
dew glittering in the sun. The thrcatenings in the 

ingof oar Lord; that while miipy impqTlant prppanilory Btepa are to 
tK taken bj bis pDoplCp t 
Mowed on hu appmraaci 
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sight of all men have been literally accomplished, 
and hence we may assaredly gather that the promises 
will be so likewise. 

They are also called *' the redeemed of the 
Lord/' Taking this in its connexion, I apprehend 
it here primarily means outward and visible deliver- 
ance — the marrelloasly-redeemed from their long 
captivity. After mature and lengthened consider- 
ation of the prophetic word, I can no longer hesi- 
tate to believe that God will gather them to their 
own land from their present dispersion. The pro- 
phet Daniel, and the Jews of his day, were justified 
from the plain prediction of Jeremiah in expecting 
their return from Babylon, when it was said, Thus 
saiih the Lardy after seventy years are accomplished at 
Babylon, I will visit you, and will perform my good 
word towards you in causing you to return to this place, 
I will bring you again into the place whence I caused 
you to be carried away captive, Jer. xxix. 10, 14. And 
we are, I think, equally justified in expecting their 
return from their present dispersion, when it is 
said by Ezekiel, in a prophecy manifestly relating to 
their future state, Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them to their 
own land, and I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Israel, And again. They shall 
dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my ser- 
vant, wherein your fathers have dwelt ; and they shall 
dwell therein, even they and their children far ever ; and 
my servant David shall be their prince for ever. Ezek. 
XXX vii. 21 — 25. Their first return from Babylon 
has been literally accomplished, and is matter of 
fact and history : but what objection can possibly be 
made against the literal fulfilment of this prediction 
of their future return which would not apply to their 
first return? It is interesting to observe, that the 
chief subject on which oar Lord spoke during the 
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forty days that he was on earth after his resarrection, 
was the things pertaining to the kingdom of God; 
(Acts i. 3.) and when the disciples asked our Savioar 
the last question which they put to him on earths 
Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? 
(Acts i. 6.) though in his infinite wisdom he refused 
to gratify a curiosity which would have shewed theai 
1800 years of desolation, and have filled them with 
needless despondency ; yet he confirmed their ulti- 
mate hope by telling them, the Father hath put in his 
own hands the times and seasons. Acts i. 7. 

The redemption of Israel from their captivity, their 
restoration to their own land, and the holy and glo- 
rious kingdom there to be erected, are included in 
this promise. This accords with the twice-repeated 
prediction in former chapters, the redeemed of the 
Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion : 
they shall obtain gladness and joy^ and soin'ow and 
mourning shall flee away, Isa. xxxv. 10 ; li. 11* 

Thou shalt be called. Sought out. 

What has been the condition, and what is the pre- 
sent state of the Jews? Where are they? As a 
• body, nowhere ; as people, everywhere. The prin- 
cipal abode of the ten tribes, who have probably 
been less dispersed than the two, is not, even to this 
day indisputably ascertained. They are yet hidden 
from our research. No people on earth are more 
scattered, dispersed, and hitherto rejected, than the 
two remaining tribes. What is their past history, 
but a constant verification of the prophecy, Jer.xxx. 
17. They called thee an outcast, saying. This is Zion, 
whom no man seeheth after. 

Their future history is to be the very contrast of 
their present state. They are all to be sought out, 
gathered together, and restored to their own land. 
God himself will take this work especially under his 
own care. The prophet foretels it in these words. 
Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I, even I, will both 
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search my sheep ^ and seek them out. As a shepherd 
seeketh out his Jlock, in the day that his sheep are scat* 
teredt so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them 
out of all places where they have been scattered in the 
cloudy and dark day ; and I will bring them out from 
the people, and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the 
mountains of Israel, by the rivers, and in all the inha- 
bited places of the country, Ezek. xxxiv. 11 — 13. 

The nations of the earth are described as assisting 
in this work. Beliold, I will lift up mine hand unto the 
Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people ; and they 
shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders ; and kings shall 
be thy nursing-fathers, and their queens thy nursing- 
mothers, Isaiah xlix. 22. So again afterwards, And 
they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto 
the Lord out of all nations, upon horses, and in chariots, 
and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to 
my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord. Isaiah 
Ixvi. 20. 

When thas gathered from all lands, and re- assem- 
bled once more in their own country, they will be 
placed under the care and government of our Lord 
Christ. I will set up one shepherd ovei' them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David. Ezek. xxxiv. 
23. Who can conceive the joy of that Shepherd, 
who wept over their desolation, in the recovering 
again of these his lost sheep ; or, who can imagine 
their joy after all their wanderings, terrors, dangers, 
and miseries, in being thus sought out and restored ? 

But may they not again fall away as twice before? 
No ! it is added, A city not forsaken. The past 
state of Jerusalem ever since its destruction by the 
Romaus, has been that of desolation and desertion ; 
now on the site of the temple is the Mahometan 
mosque ; and on mount Calvary, the superstition of 
Popery and other fallen churches. Thus, as it were. 
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tlic I wo feetof Anliclirigt to tbis very day (read down 
Jerusalem, with the dojble weight of a corraptedl 
Cliristianity and a polluting imposture. When tha 
first news of mercy and comrort brake npon tbe ears 
of tbe aSlicted Jews, as Id alter dcapoadency, Ziomi 
mid, the Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord kath/of 
ffottBH me. Isaiah xlix. 14. But he who delights ii 
relieving the extremes! distress, then gave those ricli< 
promises, Can a aoman forget her lucking child, Ihmt 
the lAould not kave companion an the ton of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, 
I have graven thee upon the palms ^* my handi ; thjf 
viaUi are continually before me. Isaiah xlix. 15, 16. 
We deny Dot that these graeious promises have k 
rich spirilaal meaning applicable to the Israel or God 
(Gat. iii. 16.) of whatever nalioD, that is, to every 
part of the church of Christ. If ye be Ckritl's, then 
artye Abraham's seed, and lieirs according to the pro- 
mise. Gal. iii. 29. But we cannot exclude the literal 
Jew from a primary iulercat in promises first made to. 
bim, and yet to be realized in his history at his con- 
version to Christ. So in that full and minute de- 
acriptioQ given by Ezckiel of the latter-day glory of 
the city, the temple, and tbe promised land, he closes 
all by slating, The name of the city from that day shall 
be. The Lord ii there. Ezck. xlviii. 13. Thns indeed 
will it be a city nut forsaken. The very expression, 
city, shews gathering together, and national restora- 
tion, both union and a kingdom. And when Zion is 
\\m» a city not fersaken, that prediction will be rea- 
lized. Whereas thou host been forsaken and hated, so 
that no man Kent through thee, I will make thee an 
eternal exctthney. a joy of many generations. Isa. Ix. 15. 
Such are the blessings to be bestowed upon Israel, 
and what shall be the issue of all this ? Glory to God 
in the highest, and universal joy among all boly 

The conversion and salvation, the restoration and 



THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE PREPARED. 81 

glory of Israel, will eminently display the honoar of 
the triune Jehovah. What riches of forbearance, 
patience, long-suffering, and faithfulness will it ma- 
nifest in our heavenly Father ! How wonderful the 
glories of his electing love in once rebellious, and 
then recovered Israel ! What efficacy in our Re- 
deemer's blood ! What a prevalency in his inter- 
cession for his worst and bitterest enemies ! What 
omnipotent energy and grace in the Holy Ghost, by 
his overcoming all their infidelity, prejudices, and 
obstinacy ! Oh ! my brethren, what a bright and valu- 
able jewel in the Redeemer's many crowns (Rev. xix. 
12.), or rather what a royal diadem (Isaiah Ixii. 3.), 
at the latter day, will be converted Israel, holy and 
joyful in their own land! 

What joy also in heaven ! If the angels joy over 
one sinner that repents (Luke xv. 10), what will be 
their joy over the restoration of the long-lost, the an- 
cient people of God? Heaven itself is filled with 
patriarchs, and kings, prophets, apostles, and mar- 
tyrs, the very ancestors of these Jews. They cannot 
be uninterested in the remnant to be saved. O, how 
will hallelujahs afresh resound through all the hea- 
venly mansions, when their own descendants, after , 
so many ages of delay, at length return to the Sa- 
viour, and yield themselves to him ? 

Nor will the nations of the earth be without their 
share in this general joy. The Gentiles are to rejoice 
with his people. Dent, xxxii. 43. Songs of glory 
will at length burst forth from every land to the 
divine Redeemer. When we are told, He has remem- 
bered his mercy and truth towards the house of Israel, it 
is added, And all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all the earth ; make a loud noise, rejoice, and sing 
praise. , Psalm xcviii. 3. And so the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. Hah. ii. 14. 

G 




, luy brellireD, to be helpers in bringing 
on ibis blessed resutt. God gives oa the privilege of 
preparing Ibe ground, nhicb he will crown nitb auoh 

a glorious tiarveat. in nhich tliiy that sow, and thep 
that reap, ihall rejoice together, John xiv. 36. 

III. The duties to which we are called — 
Go ihrmtgh, go through lie gatei, prepare ye the way of \ 
tht people ; cast uji, CBSt vp the highway ; gather out tht 
llonei: lift vp a ilaadardfor the people. 

Here the inhabilanig of cities, wherever tbe Jews 
may be, are called to prepare roads for ibcir retam 
lo tbeir own land, that the; and the nations at large 
may be ready lo receive and welcome the great Lord 
and King of the whole earth. The general direction 
is lo prepare the Jews, and thus also the Gentiles, for 
the coming Saviour. 

As on the first coming of our Lord, John the Bap- 
tist was the voice of him that crielh in the wildemeis. Pre- 
pare ye the wo^ of the Lord ; mahe straight in the desert 
a highway for our Gad; (Isaiah si. 3,) so on his second 
coining, Isaiah here calls as to labour, that the Jews 
may be prepared to welcome him. 

We may notice three things ; indifference is to be 
cast off ; a way is to be prepared ; and a standard to 
be lifted up. 

1. IKDIFFERENCE 13 TO BE CAST OFF— Co thrav^k, 
go through the gatei. 

This does not appear to me to be a direction to Ibe 
Jews to leave Babylon (as Isaiah xlviii. 20 ; lii. 11,} 
or the cities of their present dispersion, but a direc- 
tion to Uie Gentiles zealously to proceed in helping 

The double direction sbews the ardour of the divine 
mind, the importance of the duty, how dull Christians 
in general would be to it, and how needful to ronse 
I exhortations. 
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of Xhe recovery of his people Israel. Id the parable 
of the virgins, are all slumbering when the cry is 
made, Go ye out to meet him. Matt. xxv. 6. So there 
is here a similar warning and direction to excite us 
to prepare the way of his people. No longer rest in 
yonr comfortable homes, in self-indulgent ease and 
careless indifference. Think of his desolate people ; 
rouse yourselves, and go forth in zealous exertions. 
Luxurious cities are little disposed to make sacrifices, 
and exercise self-denial for the cause of Christ. But 
what is now the voice of the ministry may come in 
another form. The judgments of the Lord may be 
abroad in the earth, (Isaiah xxvi. 2,) and his Provi- 
dence may be so striking, as to make it nationally 
desirable for the kingdoms of the earth to make efforts 
to hasten the return of the Jews, and to favour those 
whom they have hitherto scorned. 

Ever since the destruction of Jerusalem, for nearly 
eighteen hundred years, with but partial exceptions. 
Christians have not only manifested great indiffer- 
ence to the welfare of the Jews, but have mocked and 
cruelly used them. They have not only omitted to go 
out of the gates to help, they have awfully fulfilled 
predicted wickedness ; and Jews have been oppressed 
and crushed always^ and have become an astonishment, a 
proverb, and a by-word among all nations. Deut. xxviii. 
33, 37. Nor has England been more backward than 
other countries in these cruelties. After, with a slight 
exception, suffering a century of pillage, oppressioD, 
and barbarism, from our first Richard to our first Ed- 
ward, the Jews were, for a period of three hundred 
and fifty years, banished as a people from our land. 
Even in the last century, when an act was passed in 
their favour, the Parliament, in the following year, 
was compelled, by the national voice of enmity to the 
Jews, wholly to repeal it. 

But, we trust, a more Christian spirit, a spirit of 
compassion and love, has been given to the church ; 

62 



84 DISCOURSE V. 

and as the times of the Gentiles are accomplishing', 
so the period for the deliverance of the Jews is ap- 
proaching. May we all obey the divine direction ; 
bestir ourselves'; repent of former cruelties; repair, as 
much as in us lies, injuries inflicted in past ages, and 
retrieve the captive Jew from his exiled desolation ! 

2. A WAY IS TO BE PREPARED — Prepare ye the Way 
of the people: cast up, cast up the highway ; gather out 
the stones. 

There is, first, a general direction : Prepare ye the 
way of the people, Isaiah xK 3. The direction by John 
the Baptist, at the first coming of Christ, was, Pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, Here it is. Prepare the way 
of tlie people. It seems to point out a remarkable dis- 
tinction between the manner of the first coming and 
the manner of the second coming. The first coming 
was in obscurity, and lowliness, and humiliation. 
The second coming will be with power, splendour, 
and great glory. The first coming needed every har- 
binger, such as a star, and angels from heaven, and a 
preparatory forerunner, to point out the Messiah. Mark 
xiii. 36. 2 Peter i. 16. Matt, xvi.26. Nothing of this 
kind is needed at his second coming. As the light- 
ningy blazing from one end of heaven to the other, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the Lard himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God, (Matt. xxiv. 
27. 1 Cor. XV. 62. 1 Thess. iv. 16,) his own power 
and glory will everywhere make irresistible way for 
him. 

But he has designs of mercy towards his long- 
rejected and desolate people ; and he will have them 
prepared for his coming: they are backward and in- 
disposed to meet him ; they shrink from the difficul- 
ties before them. They need to be prepared. 

This preparation may be viewed, either as it regards 
their literal or their spiritual restoration. While they 
are scattered among all nations, and dispersed over 
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the earth, they are unprepared for the coniiil^ of 
Christ to reign over them as a nation. It is remark- 
able also, how mach of the language relating to their 
future blessedness is like that of our text, couched -in 
terms applicable to their literal return. It is there- 
fore probable that at least a part of the Jewish nation 
may, before the coming of Christ to reign over the 
earth, be restored to their own land. But I mean not 
to speak of preparation for that; God has doubtless 
ordained all the instruments, and in his time will call 
them forth to their appointed work. Our office, as a 
Society, and as Christians also, is of another kind. 
Animated by that spirit which led St. Paul to say. 
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is that they might he saved, (Rom. x. 1,) we seek 
supremely their spiritual restoration. The promises 
which especially quicken our efforts are such as this, 
The Children of Israel shall return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king ; and shall fear the 
Lord, and his goodness, in the latter" days. Hosea iii. 5. 

But it is much to be observed, that the final re- 
storation of Israel is connected, not only with their 
being subsequently blessed with all spiritual bless- 
ings (Jer. xxxii. 39 — 41. Ezek. xi. 17 — 20; xxxvi. 
24, 28,) but also with their being previously brought 
to a penitent state of mind. When thou shalt return 
unto the Lord thy God, then the Lord thy God will have 
compassion on thee, and will return, and gather thee from 
all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath scattered 
thee, Deut. xxx. 2, 3. See also Deut. iv. 29 — 31. 
They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will 
I lead them: Jer. xxxi. 9. Let no Jew, in the pride 
of his heart, expect the full mercies and glories of re- 
storation but in the way of personal and national re- 
pentance. What a scope this gives also for the largest 
exertions of our society ! 

Their way needs to be prepared for this spiritual 
restoration. True, they are in very different states of 
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raiod* Among some there appear to be deep feelings 
of devotion and great moraJ integrity and apright- 
ness, so as atterly to shame nominal Christians among 
whom they live ; others are in all the seif^righteoas 
bondage of a legal spirit; others are sunk in worldli- 
ness, love of riches, deceit, and infidelity; and mal- 
titades are very ignorant of their own scriptures, and 
blinded by deep-rooted attachment to vain and ab- 
surd traditions. Though they have with wonderful 
• tenacity, for 1800 years, retained the hope of a Mes- 
siah to come, they have, as a nation, as yet little pre- 
paration of heart for the true Messiah ; and, though 
some have more scriptural views,* — many of them 
rather look for a carnal king and conqueror, and an 
absolutely earthly kingdom, than for that glorious 
Redeemer who once offered himself a sacrifice for sin, 
(Heb. X. 12.) and whose kingdom is peculiarly dis- 
tinguished by all his pBople, (Isaiah Ix. 21.) being 
righteous. A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of 
thy kingdom : Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity, Heb. i. 8, 9. 

Our preparatory work, and that in which the So- 
ciety has largely engaged, is to be much in prayer for 
them ; to show them in every practical way the most 
disinterested kindness ; to instruct them in the things 
of God ; to make manifest to them how full their own 
scriptures are of testimonies to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thus may we hope, before the period of their general 
conversion, that the veil now upon the heart of many 
a Jew (2 Cor. iii. 15.) may be removed ; and their 



* Mr. Herschell states it as the general belief of the Jews in Poland, 
that at the coming of the Messiah the land of Israel will be restored 
to its former fertility and beauty ; that the nation will return thither, 
and be reinstated in its original glory and preeminence ; that the 
resurrection of the just will then take place, and a reign of righteous- 
ness and peace commence; and that in addition, the intercourse with 
the Lord God Almighty, which sin has interrupted, will again, through 
the medium of the Messiah, be renewed.— See Herschell's Brief Slcetch. 
See also Rabbi Crool's Restoration of Israel. 
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way at length be so far prepared that, when their 
Lord shall appear, they may be ready with one voice 
to exclaim, Zo/ this is our God; we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have 
waited for him ; we will be glady and rejoice in his sal' 
vation. Isaiah xxv. 9. 

Bat besides this general direction, there are others 
more particular : Ceut up, cast up the highway. 

The earnestness of the divine record, and the re- 
petition, again and again, of the call to regard our 
duties to the Jews, is surely designed and calculated 
to arrest our attention, and call forth continued and 
constantly renewed exertions. 

As a highway must be prepared, to enable a person 
to pass easily over the country to a city, so must 
various important steps be taken to make the way 
of the Jews plain before them. And if great labour, 
much time, and many sacrifices, are requisite to 
make a road to enable men to pass from town to 
town, in far higher interests all this is yet more need- 
ful ; that thus a way may be made open to all, rich 
and poor, learned and unlearned, wise and unwise, 
so plain and direct that none need mistake it. 

And if we look at the obstructions, when our So- 
ciety began its course, O what mountains of preju- 
dice, the accumulation of ages, had to be levelled ! 
What vailies of ignorance, that for centuries had im- 
peded their way to Christ, had to be filled up I What 
difficulties had to be removed before the Jews could 
have free access to Christian truth in its purity and 
simplicity ! Even the first steps, to bring before them 
generally their own scriptures, and to give ours of 
the New Testament to them, require constant and 
very enlarged exertions. 

Surely, my brethren, our Society has, for the last 
quarter of a century, been busily employed in casting 
up this highway. 

Another particular direction is, to gather out the 
stones. 
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In a parallel passage it is. Take vp the slumUing- 
block out of the way of my people* Isaiab ivii. 14. 

Immense have been the stones of offence laid in 
the way of the Jews, by ages of wrong and injury, 
insult and oppression, and more especially by ages of 
a degraded Christianity. Look only at the present 
state of the Christian world, wherever the Jews are 
scattered and dispersed. 

The churches on the continent, with the exception 
of the comparatively small, though blessed be God, 
increasing number of the faithful followers of Christ, 
have been described as divided into two great sects ; 
one, baptized infidels, and the other, worshippers of 
images ; all professing to be followers of Jes as, but 
not doing the things which he commands. And to 
this day the Jews are exposed to insult and oppres- 
sion of varied kinds, and are suffering wrongs from 
Christians in name. They behold, in Roman Catholic 
countries, not Christianity in its simplicity, holiness, 
and loveliness, but a spurious profession, deformed 
with adored crucifixes and images, idolatry of created 
beings, and innumerable and most gross supersti- 
tions : or with ungodly lives of infidel and licentious 
men. How can they embrace such a Christianity, 
when they know that for similar sins the Jews en- 
dured their first captivity in Babylon, and their de- 
scendants have ever since been witnesses against 
these sins? Nor are things better in the Greek and 
Eastern churches ; in which pictures are honoured, 
and ignorance, vice, and superstition, dishonour, most 
fearfully and extensively, the name of Christ. 

And do the Protestant churches present no stum- 
bling-blocks to the Jews ! Alas ! how must we sigh 
over our own churches; when they see, in the Re- 
formed churches, infidelity and formality, ungodliness 
and worldliness, enmity and bitterness, strife and 
divisions, railing against and devouring each other? 
Nor do I conceive that our too generally accredited 
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system of spiritaalizing the prophecies, taking all the 
promises to the Christian charch, and leaving all the 
threatenings to the Jewish nation, has been a harm-^ 
less perversion; however justly spiritual Christians 
are entitled in Christ Jesus to all the promises of spi- 
ritual blessings, and unbelieving Jews have forfeited 
them while in unbelief: yet is there a rich reserve 
of blessing for the Jewish nation. Nor let us ever 
forget the apostle's advice, (Rom. xi. 18 — 20,) not ta 
boast against the branches that are broken off; not to be 
high-mindedy but fear. What is past, we explain 
literally, and so must we what is to come. To tell 
the Jews that Zion and Jerusalem mean only the 
Gentile church ; and the land where their forefathers 
dwelt means only heaven, is wrongfully to leave a 
stone of offence in their way. 

Oh ! when we look back on the dealings of pro- 
fessed Christians with the Jews, we might think that 
the directions which Christians had received from 
their divine Master had been, not to labour inces- 
santly in preaching the gospel of peace to them, but 
/'Despise the Jews; mock them in every form ; in- 
flict pains and cruelties upon them ; leave every- 
where stones of offence; make Christianity as hateful 
to them as possible." Thus have we, in our wicked- 
ness, dealt with them in the way of imposing penal- 
ties and sufferings, instead of in Christian love, 
unwearied patience, and Christ-like compassion, 
mourning over them, and seeking to lead them to 
their only Shepherd and Saviour. 

And can we think these wrongs leave no guilt on 
Christendom ? Is it in vain that God has said, / am 
jealous for Jerusalem and Zion with a great jealousy ; 
and I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are 
at ease : for I was but a little displeased, and they helped 
forward the affliction, Zech. i. 15. Most awful are the 
divine judgments to be inflicted on impenitent nations 
that have heretofore punished the Jews. / willf says 
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God, feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh ,* 
and they shall he drunken with their own blood as with 
sweet wine* Isaiah xlix. 26. / will undo all that afflict 
thee, Zeph. lii. 10. The Lord thy God will put all 
these curses upon thine enemies^ and on them that Iiate 
tfiee, which persecuted thee. Deat. xxx. 7. 

May we, then, my brethren, repent of the sins of 
past ages, and bring forth fraits meet for repentance! 
May we offer ap in this reference the beautifal prayer 
of oar Liturgy, ** Remember not, Lord, our offences, 
nor the offences of our forefathers ; neither take thoa 
vengeance of our sins/' May we remove, as far as we 
can, these stones out of the way of the Jews ! They 
must be distinctly told. These are not the ways of the 
Christ of the New Testament ; they are altogether 
contrary to the spirit of his gospel. We must distin- 
guish between his spiritual and his outward church. 
We must separate the truth from the error which the 
devil has been sowing along with it, and take forth 
the precious from the vile, Jer. xv. 19. Let Christians 
shine as lights in the world, (Phil. ii. 16,) full of faith, 
hope, and lose \Jiolding forth the word, the pure word 
of life ; and the way of the Jew to Christ will be 
plain and obvious, distinct and manifest. Isaiah xi. 
10—12. 

A STANDARD IS ALSO TO BE LIFTED UP FOR THE 

NATIONS — Lift up a Standard for the people. This is 
added not only as a duty to be discharged, but as a 
great encouragement to fulfil duties to the Jews, by 
tlie blessed effect it will undoubtedly have upon all 
nations. 

The meaning of this standard will be more clear, 
by referring to a preceding passage in Isaiah (xi. 10 
'—12), And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse ^ 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall 
the Gentiles seek : and his rest shall be gloHous, And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set 
his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of 
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his people, which shall be left from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from 
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from 
the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign 
for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judahfrom the four 
comers of the earth. 

A standard is a token of war : it is to assemble, 
direct and encourage the army, and to animate them 
in proceeding against their enemies. The army of 
Christ has hitherto been in a slambering or defensive 
postare ; but it has begun its active war with all his 
enemies, and it will never cease till the prediction 
be realized — The saints of the Most High shall take the 
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever, Dan. vii. IS. 

Not that the weapons of our warfare are carnal:. God 
forbid ! we do not war after the flesh, 2 Cor. x. 3, 4. 
The standard we are to lift up, has inscribed upon it. 
Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, goodwill to 
men. Luke ii. 14. In short, our Lord Jesus Christ is 
our standard ; his spirit of meekness, humility, and 
love, is to glow in our hearts, and live in our actions. 
Whatever he may do, as righteous Judge, we as peni- 
tent believers have to beseech men, by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ, to be reconciled to God. 2 Cor. v. 
20 ; X. 1. 

To lift up this standard, is to preach the gospel, i 
and fully declare the doctrine of a crucified and glo- 
rified Saviour. He himself says, /, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men to me. John xii. 32. Christ Jesus, 
then, in all his love and pity, in all his grace, riches, 
and fulness, is to be proclaimed. He is to be made 
known in his divine glory, as the mighty God (Isaiah 
ix. 6) ; Jehovah our rigkteousnes (Jer. xxiii. 6) ; to 
whom we can say. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever. Psalm xlv. 6, 7* In his incarnation, Unto us a 
child is bom^ unto us a son is given ; a virgin shall con- 
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veive and bear a son, and sliall call his name Immanuel 
(Isaiah ix. 6); in all the sympathies of oar nature, 
as a man of sorrows (Isaiah liii. 3), dwelling among 
us, full of grace and truth. He is to be lifted up in 
ail the work which he has accomplished by his aton- 
ing blood and his finished redemption. The freedom 
of this salvation, its fulness, and its commanded pro- 
clamation to all, even the most vile and guilty, these 
are to be set forth. His risen glory, as Mediator, 
seated at the right hand of the Father, having a// 
power in Iieaven and earth given to him (Matt, xxviii. 
18), and receiving gifts for men, yea for the rebellious 
also (Psalm Ixviii. 18), is to be fully preached. And 
he is to be yet farther lifted up, in the doctrine of his 
speedy return, his second coming, in the glory of the 
Fatlter (Matt. xvi. 27), the judgments which he will 
then, execute, and the blessings which he will then 
bestow; the everlasting wrath that he will pour upon 
the wicked, and the heavenly and eternal kingdom 
which his saints shall then inherit. 

Here is our glorious standard, which in this latter 
day we have everywhere to raise up as the assem- 
bling, the preceding, the rallying, and the all-con- 
quering ensign of the church. Amidst the deluge of 
infidel words, works, and publications, and amidst 
the overflowing streams of ungodliness, this is that 
ensign which shall lead all the church of Christ to 
its full triumph. When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, tfte Spirit of the Lord shall lift vp a standard 
against him ; and the Redeemeir shall come to Zion, 

But for whom is this standard to be lifted up? 
For the people (Isaiah xi. 10—12) ; the original is in 
the plural number, for the peoples ; and it is by the 
best translators rendered, the nations. In the pas- 
sage already quoted from Isaiah, the nations are de- 
scribed as seeking to this ensign, and it is called the 
ensign of the nations. I consider it, therefore, to have 
a special reference to the Gentiles, as distinguished 
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from the Jews, and to intimate to tliem what is so 
clearly foretold in other places, that the restoration 
of Israel shall be the means of most extensive bless- 
ings to eyery other nation. 

There is a close connection between preparing the 
way for the Jews, and the lifting ap of a standard for 
the nations ; a connection which we see not only in 
the text, but in the actual events of our times ; 
while new and unparalleled efforts are made to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles, similar efforts are 
made for the Jews, and the prophetic word leads us 
to anticipate that the restoration of the Jew will 
affect the whole world. Isaiah, alluding to it, says, 
All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the 
earthf see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the moun^ 
tains ; and when he hloweth a trumpet, hear ye* Isaiah 
xviii. 3. 

Zion is yet to be in a fuller sense than it ever has 
been, the Jezreel (Hosea ii. 22, 23), or seed of God, 
sotvn in the earth, and the joy of the whole earth. 
Psalm xlviii. 2. In the earlier days of their history, 
the Jews have been, by patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles, the great means which God has used for 
imparting the knowledge of himself to men. Even 
to this day, by their numbers, their dispersions, and 
their adherence to their religion, they furnish the 
most unexceptionable, extended, and palpable wit- 
nesses to the truth of the Old Testament. Still more 
abundantly have they been honoured, as from them, 
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, Crod 
blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. And this Divine Sa- 
viour, the true glory of Israel, is to be yet, through 
them, still more extensively made known among the 
nations. See the Jews, after eighteen hundred years 
dispersion, gathered from every part of the earth, 
chastened, humbled, penitent, grateful and devoted, 
assembled in their own city, honoured by the Re- 
deemer; and doubt not but, according to his own 
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purposes of mercy to a fallen world, they will be 
made in the last day the fallest benefactors of the 
human race. This is the apostolic argaroent. If the 
fall of them he the riches of the world, and the dimin- 
ishing of them the riches of the Gentiles^ how much more 
their fulness ! Rom. xi. 12. So vast at their fall was 
the spread of the gospel, that in its early progress 
hardly a corner of the known world was left an- 
visited by Christian teachers. Bat this early success 
was limited, compared with the glory yet to be real- 
ized, when the remnant of Jacob shall he in the midst of 
many people as a dew from the Lord, as showers that 
water the grass ; as dew in universality, as showers in 
copiousness. How fully and prominently will their 
restoration be the means of displaying the Saviour 
through the earth, and hastening the coming of his 
kingdom ! The receiving of them shall he as life from 
the cfeaof (Rom. xi. 15); All people, nations, and lan- 
guages shall serve him, and his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed* Dan. vii. 14. 

Oh ! glorious kingdom ! Oh ! much longed-for, ar- 
dently desired, and most blessed era, when shall it 
once be? It is the prayer of the whole church. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Matt. vi. 10. When, then, shall the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdom of our God and his 
Christ, and he reign for ever and ever ? Rev. xi. 15. 
The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 
gether Jor it, Rom. viii. 22. Long has the monarch 
been absent in the far country, to receive for himself 
this kingdom, Luke xix. 12. His faithful servants 
are expecting his return, waiting for the Son from 
heaven. 1 Thess. 1. 10. Peculiar rewards and honour 
will be given to them in that day ; all raised in glory, 
or changed in a moment, and fashioned like unto our 
Saviour*s glorious body^ incorruptible and immortal ; 
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we shall be made unto our God kingt nnd priests, and 
we shall reign on the earth. Rev. v. 10. 

Nor will there only be a blessedness bestowed on 
the charch of God. After the harvest of the earth is 
gathered m, and the vine of the earth is trodden in the 
great wine-press of the wrath of God (Rev. xi v. 15 — 20) ; 
the nations of the earth in general shall tarn to oar 
Lord and King : then his charch sings the triam- 
phant song of Moses and of the Lamb, Great and 
marvellous are thy works y Lord God Almighty ; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou 
only art holy : for all nations shall come and worship 
before thee ; for thy judgments are made manifest. Rev. 
XV. 3,4. 

Well may every Christian heart join in the desire 
for this kingdom. Take, my brethren, bat one ex- 
tended glance at our habitable globe. Look at 
all its nations ; all flesh has corrupted his way upon 
earth* Gen. vi. 12. The nations are idolatrous, de- 
graded, ungodly, alienated from the Most High, 
dishonouring his name, and full of misery. The 
whole world lieth in the wicked one, 1 John v. 19. Bat 
it shall not be so for ever ; when his judgments are 
made manifest (Rev. xv. 4.), all the ends of the earth 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before thee (Psalm 
xxii. 37) : and then think of Satan bound, the Spirit 
poured out on all flesh, and the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords reigning, and our earth fall of just, 
true, kind, meek, holy, self-denying Christians, lov- 
ing, disinterested, and heavenly-minded, doing the 
will of God, and glorifying his name ; one such Chris- 
tian spreads happiness over a family, a neighbour- 
hood, and even a country. O, happy day, when men 
shall be blessed in Christy and all nations shall call him 
blessed, and the whole earth be filled with, his glory. 
Psalm Ixxii. 17—19. O, happy words, Surely, I come 
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quickly : let every Christian heart reply. Amen, etfen 
so come, Lord Jesus* Rev. xxii. 20. 

The restoration of the Jews is a part, then, of the 
divine plan for attracting the attention of and for 
blessing the whole world, according to the promise. 
The Lord sJtall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee ; and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising ; (Isaiah Ix. 2, 3.) 
and in this way God will cause righteoiuness and praise 
to spring forth before all nations. Thus all help given 
to the conversion of the Jews is also most effectaal 
help given for diifasing the gospel of Christ among 
all nations. And though the number of the Jews be 
very small compared with the Gentiles, yet if it be 
God's purpose by their conversion to bless the world, 
the Jews must, by no means, be neglected by him 
who wishes scriptnrally to promote the salvation of 
mankind, and the establishment of Christ's universal 
kingdom. 

Here, then, are the duties to which our God calls 
us. And observe, though it be certain, from God's 
promises, that ultimately the Jews will be converted, 
though in affecting this it may please God to give us 
but limited success in actual conversion, till he shew 
his mighty power in an extraordinary manner; yet 
nothing of this kind is in the least to retard or inter- 
fere with our diligent use of means. Our text dis- 
tinctly, in the name of the great Jehovah, calls you 
to fulfil present duties towards them. Whatever 
God's work may be, ours is made plain and clear. ' 
O, how vain that excuse of an unwilling, indolent, 
and selfish heart ; *' the Jews are so obstinate and pre- 
judiced, that we must wait for miracles ! " He who 
has experienced the most mighty of miracles wrought 
on man, his own conversion, his own quickening 
from the death of sin, and the Saviour's grace in his 
own experience, should never use such a pretext. 
Here, then, I take my ground of appeal respecting 
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this society. I have bat this one point to make out 
for yoar satisfaction. Is it seeking to fulfil the direc- 
tions which God has given here ? The full answer is 
the history of its proceedings. These shew that it is 
an emiuent instrument of God, doing the very work 
here predicted. True, it has been a specially tried 
society in its whole course, perhaps more tried than 
any other. Like the great apostle, it has been in 
perils among false brethren ; its expectations have 
been disappointed again and again ; some of its most 
hopeful agents have failed time after time ; its faith 
and wisdom, patience and perseverance have, through- 
out all its efforts, been sorely exercised. O, how 
should we honour those who have stood in this cause 
amidst all the rude shocks which it has thus received ! 
Indeed, its trials should but endear it to those who 
love Christ, and furnish ground whence the expe- 
rienced Christian will gather the hope of its ultimate 
most extensive usefulness.* 

Having obtained help of God (Acts xxvi. 22.) the 
society continues to this day, witnessing to Jews every 
where the gospel of Christ. The translation, print- 



* I am only the more confinned in this view of the scriptural cha- 
racter of the general proceedings of the society, by the remarks made 
by the author of the " Genius of Judaism." This author, taking ad- 
vantage of the past trials and difficulties, and disparaging the efforts 
of the society, states that "the conversion of Jews to Christianity,— 
reformed Christianity, must be looked for by a different principle than 
the modes hitherto pursued." He leaves us, however, in the dark as 
to what that principle should be. It is painful to read a book, pro- 
fessing some regard to the Jews, and manifesting some talent and 
considerable research, so greatly deficient in aU those scriptural views 
and truths, which can alone furnish the true key to the past history 
of the Jewish nation, and the cheering prospect of their future bless* 
edness. Nothing will be done for the Jews under the spirit of *< phi- 
losophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Christ." (Col. ii. 8 ) Evangelical 
principles drawn from the word of God, and leading us to obedience 
to all its directions, can alone animate us to wise, self-denying, stren- 
uous, persevering, and finally successful efforts for the spiritual good 
of our fellow-creatures. 

H 
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ing, aod nide circulation of tbe New Tcslamcat in 
Hebrew ; tbe translation o( the wbolc sorjpturea into 
Judeo-Pollsh, (the vernacular language of a large 
portion of this people,) and the printinK and diffusing 
oftheNew Testament and parts of the Old; the prepa- 
ration of innumerable tracts; tbe schools provided for 
the Jews in Enj^land, on the Continent, and in India ; 
its forty missionaries, of whom a large proportion 
are conceits oC tlie Jewish nation, preaching Christ 
in those countries where the Jews are chiefly found ; 
the discussions now going on in our metropolis,* tbe 
qoestions excited, and the answers given; all this, 
my brethren, la tbe very work to which God here 
calls you. And be liaa himself pot his teal (1 Cor. 
ix. 2.) upon these labaors, by thereby already bring* 
ing many of tbe sons and daughters of Abraham to 
believe in our Lord Jesus Christ- 
Here then is an open door for us to enter, Ihat we 
may fulSl the plain duties which our God has re- 
quired of us. I call you in the name of our divine 
Master to support this work, to cast oA'al) indilTer- 
ence, to prtpare ike wai/ of the people, and to lift up a 
itanrlard/or the 'nalima. 

In practically applying the subject lo ourselves, 
I would address the ministers of Christ, the servants 
of Christ, and men in general. 
1, Ministers of Christ. 

In the sixth verse of the chapter our great Head 
has told us, / havt set malc/iiaea upon thy aalla, O 
Jeruialem, vhich ihall never hold their peace day nor 
night. Matt. xvi.S. 

Ministers aro the watchmen of the Lord, who are 
to discern the signs of the times, and to lead liis people 
forward to every good work. Ministers have a vast 
inDaence in forming the character of their parishes 
and congregations. What we lake an interest in, 



I 



THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE PREPARED. 99 

mfIII interest oar flock ; what we omit to notice, they 
will too generally disregard ; what we urge they will 
support. How great is oar responsibility then in 
this day ! Are we not too much afraid of charges 
of indiscretion and rashness? I know that there is a 
holy wisdom ; bat that wisdom is fall of life and 
patient energy. Ten thousand blunders of the warm- 
hearted servant of his Master; and the very icy 
coldness of the wholly, unconcerned are less offensive 
to Christ our Lord, than that lukewarmness which 
will attempt nothing new under the pretext that 
much is already done. O, that we may all be deli- 
vered from backwardness and indifi'erence ! What 
efforts have we yet made as a nation or as a church 
for the Jews? O, that our God may dispose our 
king, our princes, and our nobles to join in this work 
of love !* O, that all our bishops may patronise 
and support it! Why has not this society the ac- 
knowledged support of the whole church ? In other 
causes it may be pleaded, that support is given by 
preference to earlier and more worthy societies. 
But, alas ! there is no rivalry for the salvation of the 
poor Jew. To you, my brethren in England, is left 
the undisputed and unsought honour of uniting toge- 
ther for this object. I would that there were many 
societies in and out of the church, so that whether 
it were from strife or good will, we might rejoice that 
Christ was preached to Israel. 

And why do not our universities most effectually 
secure the divine favour, and their own honour in 
the eyes of the whole church of Christ, by taking a 
fall part in this work ? Long ago did Bishop Kidder 

* This was once the case, and part of what are now the Master of 
the Rolls* premises in Chancery-lane, were appropriated, in the reign 
of Henry III., to the use of the converted Jews. See Molloy de Jure 
Maritimo. The author sent the extract to the Christian Observer, see 
Vol. for 1811, pp. 629, 630, and it is given in the introductory remarks. 
See an account of the Charterin Tovey*s Anglia Judaica, pp. 92, 93. 

H 2 
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tell them,* that they were famished with all the in- 
straments and weapons to be used in this holy war; 
means in their libraries of searching into all the 
depths of this controversy ; means in their public 
schools and houses to discuss these questions ; and 
that nothing could be more agreeable to the end of 
their foundations, and the pious intentions of tbeir 
founders and benefactors, than to endeavour to bring 
men to the true faith. 

And it would be very desirable and advantageous, 
if we in the ministry, amidst our many other calls, 
could redeem some time for Hebrew and Jewish learn- 
ing, or at least for the careful study of prophecy re- 
specting the Jews.f This is learning immediately 
connected with our office, and calculated not only to 
deepen our interest for the Jews, but to enlarge our 
knowledge of the truths contained in the divine 
records. Remember the Apostle's exhortation, / 
would not, brethren, that ye should he ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits* 
Rom. xi. 52. 

Nor let all attempts for the Jews be met by de- 
sponding statements of the impossibilities and hope* 
lessness of the undertaking. Where difficulties are 
mentioned, not to stimulate to work, but to lull us to 
sleep, it is only the language of unbelief. What ! is 
not salvation from first to last all of omnipotent and 
sovereign grace ? To that grace nothing shall be im- 
possible. Talk not then of the difficulty. Remember 
you are backed and bulwarked by the promises and 
oath of Jehovah ; by the covenant ratified with the 

* Kidder^s Demonstration of the Messiah, part iii. p. 105, folio. The 
Oppenheim Library at Oxford is, I believe, an unequalled collection 
of Jewish literature. It was affecting to go through it, and know 
how little use is made of it. 

t Such works as Kidder on the Messiah } Faber on the Restoration 
of Judah and Israel; Eyre's Observations on the Prophecies ; Scott 
on the Restoration of Israel ; and Cuninghame's Letters on the Jews, 
furnish much valuable instruction. 
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blood of his Son. Yon are labouriDg for the beloved 
people of the Lord, and yoa are sustained by the 
prayers of every believer from the beginning. Do 
. you say that the Jews are deceitful, prejudiced, and 
inveterately obstinate? And may not the conduct of 
the Gentiles towards them have been the very cause 
of this ? But I appeal to my faithful brethren ; I ap- 
peal to every man truly born of God, and say, can 
you, knowing your own heart and history, imagine a 
Jew more unlikely to be converted to Christ than you 
yourself once were ? Have then bowels of compas- 
sion for the most miserable of people, whether you 
regard their temporal or their spiritual state, as you 
yourselves have obtained mercy. 

Servants of Christ. 

The direction to yon is, Ye that make mention of 
the Lord, or, as it is in the margin, Ye that are the 
Lord's remembrancers, keep not silence, and give the 
Lord no rest, till he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth, Isaiah Ixii. 6, 7. The men of prayer are the 
men who should take a lively interest in this work. 
The prophet seems especially to predict this of the 
true believer, He that putteth his trust in me shall pos- 
sess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain, and 
shall say. Cast ye, cast ye up ; prepare the way, Isaiah 
Ivii. 13, 14. My brethren, the work and burden of 
helping either Jew or Gentile must ultimately be 
borne by God's faithful servants; they are to have 
this honour and blessedness. Others may, from 
varied motives, join for a season, but, if not truly 
converted themselves, they will in times of reproach 
and difficulty fall away. If our society gather around 
it men of faith, prayer, and devotedness, it gathers 
its true and most abiding strength. 

Beware, therefore, of forming a wrong estimate of 
success. The amount of funds ; the thunders of hu- 
man applause; the number of patrons and subscribers, 
are not the sure indications of prosperity. But if God 
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give us a brotcn, oonlrile, and prnj^erful spirit; : 
God iBCrcase llie simplicity of onr depeadance, an 
the openoess of ourcoofessioii of gospel principles 
if God lead us to cen<>«/>om man, (Igaiali ii. 22.) and 
lo glory only in Cbrist Jesns, tlien liRve we tlie earn- 
est that lie is with us — then have we the indications 
of a successful society. 

Your lii'sl and roost special duty is that to which 
God here calls yon— to pray for (lie welfare of Jiru- 
saleiH. Psalm csxii. ti. It is the shorlest aud the 
fullest iiitereessory prayer, lo pray that Jenaalmt 
may be a praise in the earth. Isaiati Ixii. 7. When 
that prayer is answered, it is as life from tlie dead 
(Romans xi. 15.) to the world ; the day of millennial 
glory has dawned on the human race, and the ways 
of Christ shall speedily be known im earth, and his 
$aiiinff Aealtli among all nations. Psalm Ixvii. 2. 

Your next duly is lo shew constant love to the Jew. 
To the spirit of love glowing in your lives we must 
look for our best letter of commendation to them. 
Wrongs inHicied by nominal Christians, and their 
wicked lives, have raised prejudices, that have closed 
the eyes and shut the ears of the Jews against every 
book that we can lay before them, bat that most lively 
book, known and read of all men, (2 Cor. iii. 2,) a 
Christian life : Christians bearing their Master's hea- 
venly image wherever they go, full of his meekness, 
gentleness, and humility, and abounding in those acts 
of kindDess, love, and compassion, which our divine 
Saviour so constantly maoifested^these are " epis- 
tles of Christ" that cannot be unread, or mistaken. 
Surely, my brethren, it was worth forming our So- 
ciety, building our Episcopal Jewish Chapel and 
Schools, and expending all that has hitherto been 
expended, if it was only to he a visible sign and 
pledge lo every Jew, " We care for you ;" " we iove 
you ;" " we really desire your salvatiun," 

To you also we must look for misaiooaries to the 



THE WAY OF THE PEOPLE PREPARED. 103 

Jews. To be sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
(Matt. XY. 24), was the work that Christ took as his 
own. Who, then, dares to despise it? It is a work 
full of difficulties, and calling for unexampled pa- 
tience and self-denial ; but a work in which it is 
delightful to know that you will have an invisible 
but ever-present Comforter and Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, who shall abide with us for ever. 

Men in general. 

God proclaims to the end of the world the duty of 
taking an interest in the daughter of Zion ; and there 
arc principles on which we can appeal to all men to 
aid in this work. You must allow that the situation 
of the Jew is very peculiar. What other people can 
approach them in antiquity, distinctness, dispersion 
among all nations, and preservation amidst such pro- 
tracted persecutions and sufferings ? Can you coib- 
template the Jew, and not be sensible that he is a 
living witness of the truth of the Bible ? and not feel 
an interest in his future state ? Can you know the 
history of bis nation for 1800 years, without learning 
the danger of despising Christ and neglecting his 
salvation ? 

Nearly 4000 years since this promise was made to 
his ancestor, / will bless them that bless thee^ and curse 
him that curseth thee. Gen. xii. 3. This promise has 
lost none of its power, but is as fresh in its influence 
as it was the very day it was first given. Men who 
have helped their affliction have ever been punished 
for it, and so certainly shall they who help their joy 
be blessed. 

And is not the very character of the times in which 
we live, such as to awaken every one*s attention ? 
Surely men of reflection must be struck with the in- 
stability of all earthly institutions, and the under- 
ground movements beneath the whole surface of 
society in every nation. What is there earthly on 
which you can fix yourself^ and say, This is secure ? 
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All human establishments, however they may for 
ages have remained the hope and the glory of idrii, 
are shaking and giving way. Now God has assured 
lis Iliat all that is not divine shall perish. Poperj, 
and Mahomedanism, and Faganism ; hypocrisy, 
worldlioess, and self-righteonsness, superstition, for- 
mality, liberalism, and infidelity, ehall fade and 
vanish away, and the everlasting' principles of the 
word of God alone Iriumph, O, let yoor conGdence 
in what is human be shaken, and build on the only 
rock, the infallible word of the ever-living God. 

Hon, then, can we obtain national security ? There 
is an implied prcscrvatlDn in tbc very threatening, 
The nation and kingdom that will not sene thee iliall 
ptriih (Isaiah Ix. IS) ; that if we do, as a nation, 
serve ZIon, we shall not perish. O, that in the midst 
of the shakings of the nations, our country might be 
distingnished by having this pledge for its safety and 
protection, that we have cared for Zion ! 

Bat though we oannot move our country, we may, 
as individuals, take a wise and Christian conrse. O, 
my hretliren, uek Jirst the kingdom of Gad and /lis 
righteou»»es( (Mall. vi. 33) ) it is your safest, wisest, 
and happiest coarse, for time and for eternity. Fix 
not your aflections on a transient world. Wealth, if 
hoarded up as your security, will he the grand wit- 
ness against yon for condemnation ; secure what you 
can, b; potting it into the only bank that can never 
be broken, laying it out on the only estate tbat can 
never be taken away, and committing it to the only 
exchange that God has assured ns will repay tritb 
foil interest. Prov. six. 17. Matt. sxv. 27. 

By the last command of your final Judge, who has 
[old us to begin with preaching his gospel to the 
Jews; by all the benefits which we have received 
already, and which God has promised that we shall 
receive through this nation ; by all the injuries which 
our forefathers have done to them ; by all the wrath 
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which God has declared shall descend on those who 
have afflicted them ; by all the blessings which he 
has promised to those who bless them ; by every hu- 
mane, benevolent, and Christian feeling towards 
them, and throagh them towards the whole human 
race, and by the most animating motive of all, love 
to your divine Saviour, who gave himself for you, I 
entreat you, I exhort you, take a lively interest in 
the conversion of Israel, and largely and joyfully 
support the Society now brought before you. 

And may He who is the King of the Jews (Matt. ii. 
2), as well as the Head (Eph. v. 23) of the church 
universal ; the ghry of hit people Israel (Luke ii. 32), 
as well as the God of the whole earth (Isaiah liv. 5), be 
present with you. May that divine Saviour manifest 
his presence by filling your hearts with deep feelings 
of the riches of his grace, and the freeness and ful- 
ness of his salvation ! May He himself who died for 
us, inspire our souls with holy zeal, to give up our- 
selves unreservedly to HIM in all that work to which 
he in this day calls his people! 



DISCOURSE VI. 

THE KINGDOM TO BE RESTORED TO ISRAEL. 

(Prkachbd in thb Episcopal Bbthbl Church, Kingstown, on 
Friday Evbnino, June 12, 1840.] 

Acts i. 6. 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of 
him, saying^ Lord^ wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel, 

The situation of the Jews is not a matter of slight or 
temporary interest to Christians. It is one of grow- 
ing and vital importance to the church of Christ. 
Even in the eyes of all the world, their state is very 
peculiar. 

Century after century, for 1800 years, amidst all 
the shock of ages and the revolutions of empires, 
scattered and dispersed through the regions of the 
earth, reproached, insulted, trodden upon, and spoiled 
in every land, we sec them still preserved in their 
distinctness — a peculiar race among all nations, of 
untold riches, number and extent. It cannot be for 
nothing that they are thus preserved. Their poli- 
tical importance is manifestly growing ; their future 
state might thus even interest men of the world. 
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Bat all this is of little importance to the Christian^ 
compared with its being the most striking fulfilment 
of the past word of prophecy, and its famishing well- 
grounded expectation of events affecting the whole 
human race, oh their restoration. This it is that 
makes their lengthened, extended, and visible dis- 
persion over the earth a lesson to the world, every 
where teaching mankind the veracity of God's word 
by what is past, and leading his people to the most 
cheering and glorious hope of what is to come — a 
lesson which, independent of the welfare of any reli- 
gious society, it is most profitable for us all to attend 
to and fully learn. It is true, that in so large a sub- 
ject, consisting of so many particulars of yet unful- 
filled prophecy. Christians who study the scriptures 
for themselves, will come in some points to different 
conclusions. It is so in every science — it is so in 
every other part of knowledge, human or divine; 
nor will this be without great advantage, if it lead 
us all to more diligent study of the word, more hum- 
bling views of our own remaining ignorance, more 
diffidence of ourselves, and, may I not add, increased 
love to those who differ from us, where they really 
love Christ. Were it only for calling our attention 
to these things, we are greatly indebted to God for 
the formation of the Society for promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews. But it has an important 
bearing on that work on which hangs the happiness 
of the human race — If the fall of them be the riches of 
the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness, — then, how 
blessed a work, to promote that fulness. 

The passage which I have taken will lead us, I 
trust, to a realizing view of these things. 

I. The circumstances in which the question was put. 

IT. The intermediate kingdom at present established, 

III. The nature of the kingdom to he restored to Israel, 



I. Thb ciBcuM stance a is which the question 

WAS PUT TO OUR LORD. 

I need not tell you that the Jews were now subject 
to the Romans; tliat a Roman garrison was stationed 
in Jerasalem ; that a Roman gOTernor presided over 
Jadea — and the kingdom, which in the language of 
AKaserxes, once had mighty kings, which ruled 
over all coimlriea beyond the river, was now tribu- 
tary to C^sar, the Roman emperor, and the Jews 
bad no longer the power of life and death among 
themselves. They had manifestly, therefore, lost that 
kingdom which they once possessed. 

Bat many prophecies of the Old Testament led the 
Jews confidently to expect that nnder the Messiah a 
glorions kingdom shoald be restored : of the increase 
fif his govtmment and peace litre shall be no end, upon 
the thnme of David and vpon hit kingdom. This was 
also distinctly announced to his mother before bis 
conception. Thou shall hring forth a Son, and skalt 
call his name Jesus: he shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest ; this has been literally fulfilled, 
and we may justly, therefore, interpret that which 
follows literally and expect it to be literally fulGlled, 
and the Lord Ood shall give unto him the throru of his 
Father David, and he shall reign oi'er the house of Jacob 
far ever, and of his hinqdom there shall be no end 

Again and again he had preached the kingdom of 
God; he had taught them most expressly to pray, 
Thy kingdom come; but when they tboaglit that this 
kingdom, in its power, should immediately and visi- 
bly appear, he told them the parable of the nobleman 
going into a far country to receive for himself a king- 
dom and to return, and then led them to ace, that he 
must be removed from them, and return again ere it 
was established in its glory. Indeed the whole of 
his ministry was full of this kingdom, and after his 
resurrection also, this striking statement occurs in 
the verses preceding my text, v. 8th, To the apottlei 
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whom he had chosen, he showed himself alive after his 
passion hy many infallible proofs^ being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God, 

What were the particalars of which he then spoke ? 
We have no record of it, we know that he had spoken 
much of this kingdom previoasly ; bat of what passed 
after his resarrection we have no accoant beyond a 
general statement of his expounding in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself, and promising 
the Holy Ghost, and commissioning them to preach 
the gospel. 

The silence of the sacred historian is instructive, it 
seems to say that much of what passed was not need- 
ful for the present dispensation; it did not imme- 
diately concern the church ; it was cheering and en- 
couraging for the apostles, in their peculiarly arduous 
work, but It affected not the age of the church then 
commencing. 

But doubtless, it was these conversations pertain- 
ing to the things of the kingdom of God, which took 
place during these forty days, that led to the question 
of my text. Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel? He must have instructed them for forty 
days about this kingdom to little purpose, if they 
had so totally mistaken him as to imagine there was 
to be a kingdom restored to Israel, when there was 
to be no such thing. 

The whole company of apostles when they were 
come together, agree to put the question to our Lord 
Christ. It is the last question put by the church to 
her ascending Lord. They are the last words ad- 
dressed to him while on earth, by his people, whom 
he was about to leave, and they are especially re- 
corded for our instruction. 

May we not conclude then, that though there was 
too much precipitate curiosity as to the time, yet as 
to the thing, a true knowledge of the scriptures, sug- 
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gested this question to the minds of the apostles i 
our Siiviour blamed them not for it ; he did not con- 
tradict their Uopes. Surely now was the lime, if 
ever, to correct any false or erroneous notion aa lo 
the existence of a folure realored kingdom to Israel ; 
but while, for wise reasons, be withholds informa- 
tion as to tlie lime, he does not oppose but strength- 
ens their views as 1o tbe great event itself. In fact, 
in innnmerable passa);es, the Old Testament has 
ronnected the glory of Israel with the lilessedness of 
the whole Gentile world i and at this very time, they 
were commissioned by our Lord himself to go and 
teach all nations. So far, then, from attributing the 
question to their remaining darkness, prejudice, and 
carnal views of Messiah's kingdom, we should rather 
consider it to be a most seasonable and instructive 
question, at a peculiarly interesting moment. As it 
was tbo last qoesiion put (o our Lord by the church 
on earth, may it not relate to the first of bis acts of 
mercy on bis return, on his coming again ? 

The event which linked, as it were, the dispensD' 
lion of the Gentiles with that of Moses, was the cast- 
ing away of the Jews and receiving of the Gentiles ; 
and tbe event which shall be the connccling link 
between this dispensation and the one of universal 
blessedness which is coming, will be the restoration 
of the kingdom to Israel, upon the apostacy of tbe 
Gentiles ; for God hath concluded them all in unbelief 
that he might have mercy on all. '' 

But why was not this qnestion explicitly answered 
at this time ? 

It is sufficient here to observe, that the Old Testa- 
ment prophets were left in the same ignorance about 
ihobrst advent of the sulTering Messiah ; Wiey searched 
what or what manner of time the Spirit of Chriii vibieh 
KB* in them did signify, when it tettijied leforeliand of 
the mfferiHgi nf Chriii, and the glory vjhich ehould 
ful/nic ; and what was the result of this search? 
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Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves^ 
but unto us they did minister the things which are now 
reported unto you. But thoagb only general informal 
tion was conveyed, yet there was such light given 
before the first coming, that Simeon, Anna, and 
others were waiting for the consolation, and looking 
for redemption in Jerusalem. Let us also remember 
that at the time of the .end, it is predicted, the pro- 
phecy shall no longer be closed ; many shall run to 
and frOf and knowledge shall he increased, and the wise 
sliall understand. 

The question, then, of the apostles, at such a time, 
with our Lord's answer, was calculated, when duly 
considered, to keep alive the attention of the church 
to this future glory of Israel. Notwithstanding all 
the delay of its accomplishment, it seems designed to 
keep up our hopes of the kingdom, being after a 
lengthened period of absence, restored by Christ 
himself to Israel. In this view I bring it before you, 
as calculated very greatly to interest your hearts in 
all that concerns the Jews, and especially in our 
efforts for their spiritual good at all times, but more 
particularly in that remarkable era of the world in 
which we live. 

You may see in these circumstances that the pre- 
sent dispensation is a preparatory one to the full 
establishment of a kingdom to come; unspeakably 
glorious and universally triumphant. 

Let us proceed to consider — 

II. The intermediate kingdom now esta- 
blished. 

1. Notice the nature of this kingdom. When our 
Lord commenced his ministry, he preached. Repent 
ye^for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. So he told 
the Pharisees, the kingdom of God is within you ; so 
he assured Pilate, my kingdom is not of this world — 
now is my kingdom not from hence ; and so the apos- 




i, the kiur/dom of God is righta 
peace, and joij tn the Uoli/ Ghott. This is somelimea 
called the kingdom of grace ; itis called by our Lord, 
the times of the Gentiles; (Luke xxi. 24.) it is the 
mjBler; of Christ revealed unto the holy apostles aDd 
proplieU b; the Spirit, iliat the Gmlilea ahould be 
feiloui-htiri, and of the same hodi/, and partaken of Lis 
promise in Christ hy the gospti. Thus, as St. James 
says, God has visited the Gentiles, taking out of them 
a people for his nernE ; and this kingdom, till the ful- 
ness of the elect from the Gentiles be come in, is 
spiritual and inward, bolj and heavenly only. 

Wonderful has been the extcDt of God's lave in 
thia kingdom of grace! Our Lord told the Jews, 
The hingdom of God shall be taken from you, and gicea 
to a nation bringing forth the frails thereof. Afterwards 
he told his disciples, Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
\of the Gentiles, vnlil the times nf the Gentiles be ful- 
[/iUed. We have seen (his fulflUiug for 1800 years. 
The God of Israel has been worshipped and hou- 
oured for all those ages, with pure and spiritual wor- 
ship among the Gentile churches, and innumerable 
myriads of happy and glorious spirits have departed 
in Ihe faith of Christ, aud are now with the Lord; 
while the children of Israel have abode mani/ days 
without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice. 

But the Gentile ohurcbes have largely fallen also 
from the faith of Christ, and though God has now 
among (hem the people who glorify him, they are 
still but a small and limited number compared niih 
the vast mass of those who only profess the Christian 
name, having the form without the power. God 
foresaw this, and has forelold tUo issue of this. 

2. Let us consider the issue of this kingdom as it 
regards tht Christian chureh, viewed under two classes, 
the merely outward church and the spiritual church, 

(1.) With regard to the merely uulitard church, itis 
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too clear to be denied, that there has been a fearfal 
apostacy,— a falling away from Christ We see in the 
Eastern empire, Mahomedanism and the sapersti- 
tions of the Greek, Coptic, and other churches. We 
see in the western Roman empire— Popery, infidelity, 
and nominal Christianity, the greatest part worship- 
pers of images, or baptized infidels. And very pro- 
bably this spiritual apostacy will issue in avowed 
infidelity, the full revelation of the Lawless One. This 
man of sin must be destroyed with the brightness of 
our Saviour's coming, and the beast and the false 
prophet be then oast into the lake of fire. 

Many awful denunciations, as to the issue of this, 
may well make the heart of every false professor 
tremble within him« Our Lord comes to tread down 
his enemies in his anger, and to trample them in his 
fury. He separates, at the end of this age, the tares 
from the wheat, and the foolish virgins from the wise. 
We learn, from Ban. ii. 44, that the ten kingdoms 
which formed the western Roman empire, are to be 
destroyed to make way for the universal kingdom of 
Christ; and in Dan. vii. 26, 27, speaking of the last 
enemy of the church, which was to arise out of the 
fourth kingdom, the prophet says, the judgment shall 
sit, and they shall take away his dominiorif to consume and I 
to destroy it to the end ; and the kingdom and dominion, \ 
and the greatness of the kingdom, under the whole heaven, I 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High. • 

These expressions lead us to expect fearful and 
final judgments on apostate Christian nations. Other 
passages lead us to view this as preceding or con- 
nected with the establishment of the kingdom of 
Israel. Jeremiah li. 20, 24, in awfully impressive 
language calls the Jews, Jehovah's battle-axe to 
break in pieces the nations, and with which he will 
destroy the kingdoms. The coming of the Saviour 
to Zion, and the glory of Jerusalem, is connected 
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with the judgment of apostate Chiistiaa nations, 
Isaiah Ixvi. Zech. xiv. Bat awfnl aa these jadg- 
ments are, they do not appear to destroy all nations. 
Tie Lord, says Isaiab, will come with fire, for by fire 
and hy hit sicaTd wUl the Lord plead with all flesh, and 
the slain of the Lard ihall be many. I will gather all 
nations and all longuei, and they shall see my glory, and 
I will set tt lign among them, and I will send those Ihat 
escape of them unto the Ttations, to Tarshish, Ptd, and 
I.ud, thai draw the bow ; to Tabal, and Javan, to theiiles 
afar off that have not heard my name. 

The corohined and condensed view of the whole 
day of the Lord we have in the third chapter of Peter, 
in the dissolving of all things hy the last Gre, The 
beginning of that judgment is in the land of Juden 
at the commence men t of the millenoium, when the 
Lards fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. 
Isaiah xx^Ki. % (see also Isaiah iv. 5.) The end of 
tliis day of (bo Lord we have in the fire which comes 
down from God out of heaven on the deceived na- 
tions after the millcnniam, devouring them. Rev. 

The apathy of Christian nations to the future state 
of the Jews, is a part of that iuOdelity which distin- 
guishes these last days. The Jews ate connected 
with the most deeply interesting and raomenlona 
events of future history. Remember the saying of 

Jibe King of Prussia respecting the Jewish nation, " I 
have learned," said he, "that no man ever laid hin 
hand upon this people, but be smarted for it." Or 
rather remember the divine declaration made 4000 
years ago, and still as fresh as ever; I will bless them 
thai bless thee, and curse him that eurseth thee; and 
the glorious result of all, /» thee shall all nations of the 
rarlli be blessed ; and as far as may be, let us come 
out and be separate from the world lying in wicked- 
ness i and, sighing over the abominations which wd 
witness, let us try in every way lo save tnen's souls. 
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(2.) With reference to the spiritual ehurehj varioas 
passages of scriptare lead us to expect, in the close 
of this intermediate kingdom, preceding trials. In 
Daniel xii. 1 and 10, we read, there shall he a time of 
trouble, suck as never was since there was a nation, 
even to this same time ; and many shall he purified, and 
made white and tried, hut the wicked shall do wickedly. 
The scriptures therefore point oat a dark view of 
tribulation yet coming, that should not be withheld 
from you. In the words of the late Mr. Cecil, '* The 
church has endured a Pagan and a Papal persecu- 
tion ; there remains for her an infidel persecution, 
genera], bitter, purifying, cementing.'' And he thus 
describes the democratical infidelity of his day, and 
it has been more fully discovered in our own day, 
*' It has a malignant eye, a ferocity, an intensity of 
mind on this point : viewed in its temper and ten- 
dencies it is devilism. It takes the yoke of God and 
man, puts it on the ground and stamps upon it. It 
is an inveterate, blaspheming, atheistic, fierce spirit." 
Here, my brethren, seems the last form of the op- 
pressor of the spiritual church. We may be indeed 
near to its short and oppressive domination. Let 
us be prepared willingly to suffer with Christ, if we 
may but reign with him. The suffering time is very 
brief, the reign of glory is for ever. 

The suffering precedes the glory which is to follow. 
But all these sufferings are so sanctified and blessed, 
as to be occasion of increased and abounding glory 
and triumph to the righteous. As tribulation abounds, 
consolation abounds. They really thus, in the tribu- 
lation, as well as by a more direct translation, escape 
all those evil things that shall come to pass ; as Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abednego were unhurt in the 
midst of the fiery furnace. These sufferings work out 
also for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 

And yet further, it is not merely escaping those 
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things which shall come to pass, but standiDg befbra 
the Son of Man, and beholding tits glory, that is, the. 
portion of his faithful followers. 

And what is the ^fory to be beslowed upon them? 
The Bcriptures lead ds to the idea, that the saints 
first raised anij translated at the coming of Christ are 
deeply interested, in the glories of the millennial 
reign, and the hope is too plainly revealed, too splen- 
did, loo purifying, to be disregarded by ns. 1 will 
read passages of God's word which shew this. Our 
Lord said to his apostle. Matt. xis. S8, Verily, I tay 
unio you, ye ichieh have followed me, in the regenera- 
tion v>hen the Son of Man ihall lit en the throne of hit 
glory, ye also tball tit upon twelve throne!, judging the 
twelve tribei of Itrael. And again be told them, — 
Luke xxii. 28—30, Ye are they wkkk have continued 
leilh me in my temptations, and I appoint unto yon a 
kingdom, (u my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye 
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and lit 
an thrones judging the tweltt tribes of Israel. 

So the apostle tells the Corinthians (1 Cor. it. 8), 
Would to God that ye did reign, that ice also might reign 
toilk you. He tells the Romans, uie are joint heirs 
with Christ: and he assures Timothy, if we suffer 
we shall also reign with him. Oar Lord tells the 
faithful in Laodicea, To him that overcometh kHI J 
grant to sit with me on my throne, even as I also over- 
came, and am set down uiilh my Father on his throne. 
One of the expected rewards yet to be enjoyed by 
the redeemed is thus stated, Thou hast made tu to cur 
God, kings and prieiti, and me shall reign on the earth. 
See also Rev. xx. " 

It is clear that the glorified' saints share the bless- 









THE KINGDOM TO BE RESTORED TO ISRAEL. 117 

edoess and glories ot the kiDgdom of Christ. God is 
tit the ages to come to shew the exceeding riches qf his 
grace, in his kindness towards us through Jesus Christ. 
Watchy therefore, and pray always, that ye may 
be accoanted worthy to escape all those things 
which shall come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of Man, and partake of all the glories of his 
heavenly kingdom. A participation of the glories of 
Christ's kingdom is the general expectation of the 
whole charch. St. James speaks of believers as 
being heirs Of the kingdom which God has* promised 
to them that love him ; if we are now only heirs, it 
is clear that we do not possess it. 

. In all our services, the church of England sets 
before us this hope. The first instruction in our 
catechism, is that we are members of Christ, chiU 
dren of Gody and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, 
and the last words pronounced over our departed 
bodies are a prayer, that it may please thee shortly 
to accomplish the number of thine elect, and to hasten 
thy kingdom. 

Here then is indeed a truly glorious object of hope, 
set before all now baptised in the name of Jesus, and 
brought into his kingdom of grace, a heavenly, a glo- 
rious, and eternal kingdom, in which they will reign 
with Christ, be kings and priests unto God and the JFVi- 
ther, and reign for ever and ever. This shonid be the 
first great aim of onr lives, that we may now know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, if by any means we may 
attain to the resurrection t>f the dead. 

But, besides this glory of the saints, there is ano- 
ther part of that kingdom for which we pray, thy 
kingdom come^ thy will be done ON EARTH as it is in Aea- 
ven. Of which Daniel predicts, the kingdom and do- 
minion, and the greatness of the kingdom UNDER THE 
WHOLE HEAVEN, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High ; and which is expressly foretold by 
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St. John, in connectioD with the time of jadgmeol, 

THB KINGDOMS OP THIS WOULD are become the kivg- 
dams of our Lord and of his CAriit, and he shall reign 
far ever. This ia iromediatelj related to tbe kingdom 
of Israel which ne have now to consider : as a king- 
dom yet (o be established io this world. 

III. The nature of the kingdom to be he- 
stored TO ISRAEL, 

As a principle of interpretation, prophecy, like 
all other scriptures, is to be interpreted literally. 
This does not exclude flgunitive emblems of their 
meaning, but it shows that that sense which tbe 
plain words suggest at once to the simple mind is 
the true meaning;. The predictions respecting oar 
SavioDr's first coming, birth of a virgin, suQ'erings 
and death, were fulfilled literally, aud hence we have 
fall reason to expect, that those yet anfalfilled, re- 
specting his futarc coming in glory, bis sitting on the 
throne of David, and reigning over the house of Jacob, 
will be literally accomplished in times yet to come. 

Let as notice various particulars of this kingdom. 

Isl. The restoration of the Jeviish nation to their 
own land. The promises of tbis are plain and nu- 
merous ; they are to be restored from every land, 
converted to Christ, and yet to be the happy subjects 
who are under the immediate government of Christ. 
Thus Isaiah: The Lord ahall set hit hand again the 
aeeimd time, to 7'ecover the rentnanl of his people which 
shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathroi, and from Cuah, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the 
sea, and he shall set v.p an ensign for the nations, and 
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather ike dis- 
persed of' Judak,from the four comers of the earth. 

The promises of the restoration are very distinct. 
From tbe clear predictions in Ezekiel xsxvii., it ia 
plain that the tribes of Israel and Jodab are to be 
made one nation, in the land upon the moanlaini of 
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Israel* It is then said, one king shall be king to them 
all, and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall 
they be divided into two kingdoms any more. And David 
my servant shall be king over tkem, they shall also walk 
in my judgments and observe my statutes, and do them ; 
and they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, and 
they shall dwell therein, even they and their children, 
and their children's children for ever ; and my servant 
David shall be their prince for ever. The restored 
Jewish nation will be what the wotld has never yet 
witnessed, a righteous nation : they shall not do ini* 
quity. It shall be a peacefal nation ; there shall be 
abundance of peace as long as the moon endureth* It 
shall be ander the sway of him who is the Prince of 
peace, and of the increase of whose government and 
peace there shall be no end. 

In accomplishing the restoration, many predictions 
lead us to expect that the Jewish nation will be 
restored, in part as least, in a self-righteous and 
unconverted state, and will pass through great 
troubles, from all which, however, they are finally to 
to be extricated. Jeremiah predicts, that day is great, 
so that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob's trou* 
hie, but he shall be saved out of it. Jer. xxx. 7. Ex- 
tensive as are the last judgments that come upon the 
Jews, and upon the world, there are express promises 
of the preservation of Israel from utter destruction. 
Thus Zechariah says. And it shall come to pass in all 
the land, two parts thereof shall be tut offhand die, but 
the third part shall be left therein; and I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and refine them as silver is 
refined, and try them as gold is tried. So, Isaiah pre- 
dicts, / have covered thee in the shadow of my hand, 
that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of 
the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people. 

2nd. The distinctness of the kingdom to be restored 
to Israel from the present intermediate kingdom may be 
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seen in IIjc qneation of our text and 1 
welJ as in various olher parts of Scriptare. Oair 
Lord, by the parable of Ibe nobleman, shews i 
that he was goin); inloa far country to receive taa 
himself a kingdom, and then to retnrD. (Luke xix.. 
12.) We wait for this retam, and for the kingdom to^ 
be tben manifested. The kingdom is given to 
after he comes teith the clouds of heaven. (Dan. vii.< 
14, 15.; 2 Tim. iv. 1.) He has not thus ytt come,. 
and therefore the king'dom is to come. Not only the 
answer to the qaestion of my text — which is consU 
dered in the following discourse — proves distinctly 
that the spiritual dominion of the Bcdeemer n 
different from that kingdom of Israel, the times of, 
which ate reserved in the Father's power, but the' 
whole of the unfulfilled prophecies of the Did Tes- 
tament have a reference to it. The present is the 
time of the treading down of Jerusalem, and that is 
the time of its often predicted restoration and glory. 
It is true that (he now existing spiritual and inter- 
mediate kiiigdom, among the Gentiles, is really s 
stage onward, and a preparatory part of the king- 
dom, and therefore is calleda kingdom ; but it is not 
that full and visible manifestation of it which will be 
given at the return of our Redeemer. (Rev. xi. 15 — 
IB.) Jerusalem has yet to be the metropolis of the 
whole earth, and a blessing to the whole world, as 
is clearly predicted. (Isaiah x.) 

3rd. T/ie King \clio reignt over them. This is none 
other than onr Lord Jesus Christ. When the Ibrone 
of Israel was overturned in the person of Zedeklah, 
£zekiel (xjti. 26, 27), was commissioned to otter this 
Tcmarkable prediction, Remove the diadem, onij take 
off the crown, Ihii iliall not be the same, exalt 6im that i> 
low, and abaie Aim that ii hii/k ; I will overturn, oaer- 
turti, overturn il, until he come whete right il U, and I 
will give it him. 

When uur Lord was about to be born, this right 
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was by the angel Gabriel directly asserted to belong 
to him. The Lord Gad shall give tmto him the throne of 
his father Davidf and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever / and of his hingdom there shall he. no 
end. His virgin mother in this view sang the song. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and ex- 
alted them of low degree. This was his great accusa- 
tion to Pilate ; Whosoever maheth himself a hing,speaheth 
against Casar ; and he wrote upon his cross the in- 
scription, This is Jesus the King of the Jews. 

And how great and glorious this king is, I need 
not tell yon, my brethren, and how when the veil is 
dropped from the Jewish nation they will nationally 
and aniversally hail his retarn, saying with loader 
hosannahs and more joyfal hallelujahs than ever 
have yet been heard, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. Matt, xxiii. 39. Rev. xix. 6. 

What may be the nature of his reign over them, 
and how he will, manifest himself to them, are much 
hid in the obscurity of unfulfilled prophecy, nor is it 
necessary on this occasion to attempt further to un- 
fold these hopes. 

Let us proceed further to notice, 4th, The enlarged 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The gift of the Spirit is ever connected with the 
revelation of the Saviour's glory, and the fuller the 
manifestation of that glory, the fuller is the outpour- 
ing of his Spirit. Isaiah lix — When the Redeemer 
comes to Sion, and unto them that turn from transgres- 
sion in Jacob, this is the covenant with them. My 
spirit that is with thee, and my words shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever* It is when it is pro- 
mised, I will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, that it is added, / wiU cause the shower 
to come down in his season, there shall be showers of 
blessings. Ejiek. xxxiv. 23, 26. It is when the Lord 
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Israel, laith the Lord. It pleases ( 

to connect with the retarn and reign of our Lord 

JesQS Christ the fallest ontpouriog of his own Spirit. 

5th. The moitt important point of all to the Chris- 
tian is, the holiness of thi* kingdom, and on this the 
scriptures most dwell. It be^ns in (he deepest hu- 
niiliatioD of Ibe Jewish nation. God has promised, 
/ will pour upon the house of David, and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and supplication, and 
they shall look upon me, wham they have pierced, and 
(hey shall mourn for him, as one that mournelh far his 
only son. Zeob. xii. 10. Purified by sore trials, re- 
fined in the Sre as silver and gold, God says, thej 
shall call on my name, and I will hear than .- / will say 
It it my people, and they shall say. The Lord is my 
God. Zech. xiii. 9. In that day the inscription 
which wa-t upon the mitre of the high priest. Holi- 
ness unto the Lard, shallht upon the bells of the horses ; 
yea, every pot in Judah and Jerusalem shall be holiness 
unto the Lord. (xiv. 20,21.) Tbe richest glory o( 
this liingdom is the Lord God dwelling in Sion his 
holy mountain and Jerusalem, being holy. Joel iii. 17. 
Thy people shall be all righteous, they shall call them the 
holy people ; the heathen shall know that I the Lord do 
sanctify Israel. Were it merely in its character like 
otber kingdoms, what Christian could long fur it? 
But this kingdom of Israel is to be distinguished by 
rightcooSDess from every other empire that has yet 
been established. 

The richest exhibition of enlarged human holiness 
waits for the conversioa of Israel to God. 

6th. Their being a blessing to the whole earth. 

We have seen, that the last judgments which come 
upon the earth, however extensive, even like the de- 
loge, do not dealroy all its inhabitants; the saints are 
taken to their glory ; the Jewish nation are brought 
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throQgh their afflictions ; Antiehrist and his followers 
perish in their rebellion; bat there are those who 
escape, and there are nations that have not heard of CrotFs 
fame, and Jerosalem is yet to be the joy of the whole 
earth. The connection of the restoration of the king- 
dom to Israel, with the universal reign of Christ 
over the earth, is often brought before os in the word 
of Grod, after the Redeemer comes to Zion, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon her. Isaiah tells us, 
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and hings to the 
brightness of thy rising, Isaiah lix. 20 ; Ix. 3. So 
Zechariah connects the coming of the Lord to Jeru- 
salem, and the living waters going forth from thence, 
with the predictions, the Lord shall he King over all 
the earth ; in that day shall there he one Lord, and his 
name One. 

These are the effects of this kingdom given to 
Israel on the world at large, — this it is that gives a 
peculiar interest and blessedness to the Jewish sub- 
ject, this it is that should make every friend of the 
human race long with St. Paul for the conversion of 
Israel — this it is that made him in the 10th and 11th 
chapters of the Romans, with so full a heart exclaim. 
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they might he saved. I say, hath God 
cast away his people ? God forbid, for I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Ben* 
jamin, God hath not cast away his people which he 
foreknew ; and then he shows how their recovery and 
fulness shall be far more the riches of the world than 
their fall ; and the receiving of them again be as life 
from the dead. And so all the prophets of the Old 
Testament speak ; Isaiah testifies. It is a light thing 
that thou shovMest be my servant, to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel ; I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles that thou may est 
he my salvation to the ends of the earth ; and Micah 
testifies. And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst 
of many people, as a dew from the Lord ; and ZecVL^tVdXi 
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testifies, In thote dayi U 
language! of the i 

of Aim that it a Jeto, tai/ing, ice will go toith you, for 
have heard that God ii with yov. Testimony to a simi- 
lar purport might eaijily be acDumnlated ; ila part 
falfilraeot should enlarge our minds to its fall glory, 
just as the first fruits gave the hope of the harvest. 
To the same effect is the first exhortation of St. Peter 
to the Jews, Repent and be converted, that your ains 
mag be blotted out ; that timei of refreihing may come 
from the presence of the Lord. 

The repentance of the Jews first restored precedes 
the full restoration of the whole nation, and tbetr re- 
storation precedes the full blessedness of the world ! 
What an important cause, then, is the Jewish cause ! 
With this blaze of divine testimony, O how gollty 
have we been — I confess it, I feel it, in neglecting 
the Jews. Has God such purposes of love and 
mercy towards them ? OIj ! if no have any thing of 
the divine mind, we cannot be indifferent to tbem. 
In seeking tlicir spiritual welfare, we are indeed 
t effectually promoting their highest good, and 
acting in the very spirit of the apostles ; we are 
literally fullilling the last dirootion of Christ, who 
gave this charge, to preach repentance and remission 
of sins among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem, 
and promoting therewith the full welfare of the hu- 

I hesitate not to say, after labouring for the Gen- 
tiles with joy of heart the greater part of my life, 
a called to the ministry, and feeling with 
sing warmth the magnitude of that work, — that 
the chnrch of Christ has far too generally neglected 
a most important and urgent doty to care for the 
Jew. I feel guilty myself, and I rejoice in the op- 
portunity of confessing this among brethren and 
friends, whom I love, in this country ; earnestly and 
affectionately entreating you all liberally to aid ii 
this work and labour of love. 




DISCOURSE VII. 

THE TIMES OF THE BESTOBATION OF THE KINGDOM 

TO ISRAEL. 

[Pbsachko at Bbibtol, Octobkb 15» and Cambbidob, Octobbb 36, 

1834, AND ALSO AT ST. JAMBS'S EpISCOVAI. CHAFBL, EOINBUBOH, 

ON Whit Sunday, Mat 19> 1839.] 

Acts i. 7, 8. 
And he said unto them^ It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his 
own power (cioMria), hut ye shall receive power (Svra^bur) 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye 
shall he witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judeaf and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

The sabject on which oar Lord is speaking is the 
restoration of the kingdom to Israel. He is answer- 
ing the last inquiry which his cbnrch pot to him 
while here on earth. When they were come toge- 
ther they asked of him, saying, Wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

This was a sabject of intense interest to every be- 
liever of the Old Testament, and to every attentive 
disciple of onr Lord's pablic ministry. He had again 
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and again alluded to it. He had given a prayer with 
reference to it — Iky kingdom come — aod in his lag( forty 
days oa earth he hnd been speaking of the things 
pertaining to il, No wonder then that the disciples 
agreed with one minil to ask him when this kingdom 
should be restored. 

The answer of oar Lord is foil of instruction to us 
as well Hs to them. Il is also specially applicable to 
us on this sacred festival, when we commemorate the 
first oolpooring of the Spirit on the Christian chnrch. 

Let ns consider, 

I. T/ie aniv)er given to the mi/itirg of the discipUi. 

II. The growing importance of ike subject. 

III. The dutiei which lie vpon the church. 

I. The answer given to the inquiry of the 

DISCIPLES. 

/( w not for you to know the limes or the teasens, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. 

It seems fer; darkening to their hopes and dead- ■ 
ening to their wishes at Erst sight, very discouraging 
and discomforting ; bat let ussee if we cannot gather. 
as we often may, from apparently dark senlences 
much profitable light and instruction. 

The very darkness shews us that he could not mean 
merely a spiritual kingdom: that was already begnn 
— that was set up in power on the day of Pentecost 
— that he had often described as subsisting and con- 
sisting of tares and wheat, good hshes and bad. 
There was no reason to inquire when this kingdom 
should be restored, nor to withhold from them the 
fact of the time and season of its commenceuienl. 

The inquiry and the answer, then, relate to another 
form of thai kingdom yet unestablished. 

We may observe next, that our Lord does not in 
the least deny the fact that the kingdom would be 
restored to Israel. He had been instructing them 
forty days in Ihe things pertaining to the kingdom of 
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God, and he had been opening their nnderstanding 
to anderstand the scriptnres ; they eonld not have 
made then so gross a mistake as still to have kept, 
what, in ease no kingdom was to be restored to Is- 
rael, .woald have been a visionary notion ; nor would 
he have at sach a time left them in soeh an error. 

Again, the words the Father hath, put in his awn 
power the times and seasons when the kingdom shall 
be restored to Israel, assuredly imply that the king- 
dom shall be restored. Oar Lord by them encou- 
rages the expectation, and strengthens their hope of 
the ultimate restoration of the desired kingdom. 

And this corresponds to his whole previous minis- 
try and to the whole tenor of the prophetic word. 

You may just mark a similar mode of reply to the 
sons of Zebedee. When they came to him. Master, 
we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we 
shall desire ; and when he asked, What would ye that 
I should do for you ? they reply, Grant unto us that we 
may sit, the one on thy riyht hand and the other on thy 
left in thy kingdom. He answers thereto, Ye know 
not what ye ask, — tells them of the sufferings to be gone 
through, and that the right and left hand seats will 
be given to those prepared of his Father. We see 
the wisdom of this reply, and we shall find similar 
wisdom in the present case. 

The great hopes that our Lord had all along held 
out were the kingdom of heaven. From that early 
promise. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven, up to the time when he assured 
the apostles that he had appointed to them a king- 
dom, and that they should sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel, the hopes which he continually 
held out had a reference to this kingdom. 

The prophetic word of the Old Testament brings 
it before us from Genesis, till we come to the clear 
and full light of the chronological prophecies of 
Daniel. 
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Witbout here entering farlhei into the Datare of 
Ibis kinttdom, it is clear that the gcriptares predict a 
pre-emineDcc to Israel, UDder the immediate sove- 
reignty of Christ, aa a blessing to the whole eartli. 
Isaiah ii. Ix, Ixi. Jer. sxxi. EzeL. xxxyii.— xiviii. 
Zech. xiv. Luke i. S2, 33. 

Oar Lord then did not iatend to cbeck the hopes 
of this kiDgdain, but he does manifestl; check their 
cariosity as to Ibe time when it should take place. 
/( ii not for you to know lite times or the seasoni. 
He withheld Ihe time. 

I woDid notice why he withheld Ihe time ; and why 
he told them that it was put in the Father's power. 

Look back. You stand on the eminence of eigh- 
teen centuries. See what these centuries have been. 
Generation after generation, apostles, martyrs, fa- 
thers, confessors, and reformers have lived and died. 
Mark all the conBicta tbroagb which the early Chris- 
lians attained their triumphs— their labours, snfl'er- 
ings, persecutions, and martyrdoms. Go on to the 
rise of Popery and Mahomedaaism, — see the dark 
ages,~-mark the struggles of Ipfant Protestantism 
and its subsequent decay, — look at the present spread 
of infidelity among professedly Christian nations. 
Had the apostles been told all this must previonsly 
take place,— all this corruption must spread over the 
world, O what needless despondency and heart- 
sinkings must have overwhelmed them! Eighteen 
hundred years of deferred expectation,— eighteen 
hundred years of Israel's dispersion and desolation 
—eighteen hundred years yet to remain of the Gen- 
tile monarchies,- and eighteen hundred years the 
treading under foot of Jerusalem; with that wisdom 
e which marks all his providence to his cburcb. 
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Why also did he tell them that the 
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It seems to point out the entire filial confidence 
tbey might haTe in the paternal wisdom and lo?e of 
all the divine arrangements. 

It seems also to point oat that the Father himself 
will take into his own hands the overthrow of all 
ofostractions to this kingdom. Thas it is said, in the 
110th Psalm, Sit thou at my right hand until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool. 

It is not merely the Almighty power of a Mediator 
to save, bat the Almighty power of the Father that is 
engaged to subjugate all enemies to Christ. 

It points oat also a prolonged time of delay : it 
was not for the good of the chareh to know it then. 
This view concars with otiier similar statements. 

Tou remember what oar Lord says, speaking of 
the time when they shall see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds with power and great glory. He de- 
clares, Of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father, It was a hidden mystery — not giveq to 
the Son to reveal ; and the lesson was. Take ye heed, 
watch and pray, for ye know not when the time is. By 
the Son not knowing, we are dlearly taught that he 
had a real homan mind, as well as a real human 
body. He increased in wisdom as well as in stature. 
As man, his divine omniscience was no more pat 
forth than his Almighty power. But as time rolled 
on, farther light was to be given on this point. 

In the prophecies of Daniel, we find that he was 
directed to shut ap the vision, for it shall be for many 
days. He was also afterwards told to shut up the 
words, and seal the book even to the time of the end. 
Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in* 
creased. And this was repeated — Go thy way, Daniel ; 
for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 
the end. 

And when farther light was thrown by the Book of 
Revelation on the mysterious and wonderful predic- 
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lioDS of Daniel, we read that this nas accomplished, 
because the lion nf the tribe ofJudak, the root of Da- 
vid, had prevailed to take the book and looic the s 
teaU thereof. 

Id the close of the Book of Revelation, therefore, 
we have the very reverae of the direclion given to 
Daniel ; Seal not the layingt of the praphicy of thit 
book, for the time ii at hand. 

It noalJ appear, then, that oar Lord told his apos* 
ties that the times were put in his Father's power, to 
intimate a prolonged season of waiting, anil that, 
therefore, it was not profitable for the church then to 
Icnow exactly bow long that period would be. 

Another reaaon seems to be this : Onr God would 
never have his Church without the lively hope of the 
coming of Christ the second time, and the glory that 
should follow. It is a hope so purifying and hea- 
venly, — so deadening our hearts to the world, — so 
filling LIS with joy and holy expectation, — that it is 
one of the richest privileges of tbe cbareb of Christ. 
This great hope is the last lingering word of the 
sacred volume— iSurc/^ /conte quickly; and its last 
recorded prayer corresponds to it — Jmen, even go, come. 
Lord Jesui. That bis church then might have a wait- 
ing spirit for tbis day, — that expectation might be 
kept alive, that all the benelits of a prepared, watch- 
ful, prayerful, desiring spirit, might be continued, 
and all the aniraatioa of hope, from age to age, fill 
the souls of his people, tbe Son of God was not in 
the beginning com missioned to give any exact know- 
ledge of the time. This view seems to me to over- 
throw ideas of a merely spiritual coming and spiritual 
millennium yet to lake place before tbe visible and 
personal return of our Eiord ; for how can we be' 
waiting for and expecting that which wo think to be 
at least a thousand years distant? 

When tbe fuller light of the book of Revelation 
was given, the times were still bidden in such obscu- 
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rity, that nothings bat the prolonged series of ages has 
developed to the satisfaction of the great body of the 
Reformed chorch the advancing falfilment of its pre- 
dictions, and the approach of the promised kingdom. 
So that, all along, nothing was distinctly revealed 
that would hinder the church from the fall fervency 
of prayer, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. The direction, Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book^ for the time is at hand — 
shews as, that, as the time of falfilment approaches, 
clearer and fuller light will beam from God's provi- 
dence upon his prophecies. Amos declares. Surely 
the Lord mil do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto 
his servants the prophets. And oar Lord leads as to 
the conclusion, that we may'kpow beforehand when 
the Jewish redemption, and the redemption indeed 
of all his church, draws nigh ; for, after giving the 
previous signs, he says. When these things begin to 
come to pass, then lift up your heads, for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. When ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand* 

I beseech you, then, despise not, neglect not, the 
word of prophecy. God himself has said. Ye do well 
to take heed to it as to a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn (or shine out), and the day- 
star arise in your hearts, 

II. The growing ibcportancb of the subject. 

If the kingdom is to be restored to Israel, as I have 
shewn it is ; and if connected with that kingdom be 
all the hopes of ultimate blessedness to the world 
(and we are led to this conclusion also by the asser- 
tion of the apostle, that their recovery and fulness 
shall be far more the riches of the world than their fall) 
— then is the subject of immense and growing im- 
portance, as time rolls and brings us near its res- 
toration. 

May we then put the inquiry which the apostles 
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did, with any hope of now receiviag a fuller light 
than waa given to them ? As lo certaiolj respecting 
a precise point of time, 1 apprehend not. I have 
alvrajB dreaded fixing; dates positively, trben onr 
Lord has so expressly said. Of iltat day and hour 
Anowetk no man. This is still written upon the pre- 
cise time ; but as to the apprunch of it, and as to a 
genera) period, we may, I think, gain very valuable 
light. 

The assertion in Daniel, that at ihe time of tie 
cnrf, many shall rjin to and fro, and knowledge tball be 
increaied; the direction to St. John, not to seal the 
tayins' of Ihe prophecy of thii book: the signs given 
by our Lord, and bis instruction, When ye see these 
things come to pais, knovi ye that the kingdom of God is 
nigh at Itand, — all lead me to thinit that ve may know 
enungb beforehand greatly lo increase preparedness 
when it is approaching. 

It is to this point I wish to direct yonr attention. 
The rexloration of the kingdom to Israel is, through 
the scriptures, intimately connected with the coming 
of the Son of Man, in his visible glory ; full, finally, 
of spiritual blessedness to oar whole earth. Consider 
vrbat plain promises and slalemcnts on this point are 
yet unaccomplished. It is yet unfulfilled what our 
Saviour said in his last public address to the Jewish 
nation, Ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say. 
Blessed is he that Cometh in Me natie of the Lord. It 
is yet unfulSIIed what be mentionetl to Caiapbas, 
when adjured by him, Hereafter ye s/urB see Ihe Son 
of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in Ihe clouds of heaven, — alluding to Daniel's predic- 
tion, which is followed by the statement, And there 
wai given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations, and languages, should serve him. It 
is yet unfulfilled what SI. Paul quotes from Isaiah: 
All Israel shall Be saved, as it is written. There shall 
come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away v 
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godliness from Jacob* It is yet anfalfilled what David 
predicts : When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall 
appear in his glory. It is when Christ comes in the 
glory of his Father that he addresses his people: 
Come, ye blessed of my Father ; inherit the kingdom 
prepa»*edfor you from, &L0. St Paul joins together 
the appearing and the kingdom of oar Lord, when he 
says, He shall judge the quick and dead at his appearing 
and kingdom. The deliverance of the people of Israel 
is, hy the prophet Daniel, connected with the great 
prince Michael standing np for them ; and a time of 
troable, such as never was since there was a nation, 
even to that same time ; and a resarrection from the 
dead taking place at that time. These are the testi- 
monies of God's word ; and they link together, with 
an adamantine chain, the appearing of oar Savioar 
and the establishment of his kingdom. 

You will see at once, that this gives an indescrib- 
able magnitude and reality to all affecting the Jews. 
It makes their restoration the crisis of all nations, 
the fulfilment of the largest hopes of the charch, the 
momentous event on which all the kingdoms of this 
world are suspended, and at the arrival of which they 
pass away, to give place to him who is King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 

This also makes the establishment of a distinct so- 
ciety, for their spiritual welfare, a matter of real im- 
portance. It answers one of the most plausible 
objections against the formation of the Jews' Society, 
that other Missionary Societies might undertake this 
work. No ! their case is peculiar ; it lies at the root 
of all other good. It demands, by the magnitude of 
its consequences, a distinct effort and an undivided 
attention. 

But, are there signs that this event then is ap- 
proaching nearer and nearer, so as to be at the doors, 
and really interesting to us at this day ? 

Unquestionably we live in very peculiar and re- 
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markable times. The state of Europe ever since the 
first French revolution, has been a state of change 
and transition, and is at the present, to all rcHecting- 
minds in each kingdom of Enrope, one of great and 
just anxlet;. In that time the thrones of the greater 
part of the European kingdoms have been subverted ; 
and every capital, except on r own, occupied b; fo- 
reign armies. After a leoiporar; but feverish state 
of cessation, the revolutionary spirit burst forth again 
at the second French revolution, and shaking the 
kingdoms of the Continent onfe after another, it has 
very largely spread its spirit through onr own land 
and the nations of the earth. Every thing Is shaking 






»ing. 



In these things wc seem to realize the beginnings 
of the lime of which our Lord speaks : There shall he 
figni in Ihe )vn, and in the moon, and in the atari ; and 
upon earth dittrett of natimu, tiiilh perpkxilg ; the lea 
and the tvavei roaring, tnen't hearts /ailing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth, for the poweri of heaven shall be shaken. 

Daniel has clearly foreahewn, that lAe God of heaven 
will let up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and 
Ike kingdom shall not be left ta other people, but it shall 
break tn pieces and consume all these kingdoms, one ' 
shall stand for eoe}; ForBonuch as thou sawest that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
sillier, and the -gold, the great God hath made known 
the king what shall came to pass hereafter. 

Let us, then, consider some of the signs of these 
latter days, which are preparatory steps to the es 
blisbment of Christ's kingdom; and I will notice 
these foar; — • 

1, The consuhino of fdfery. 



* The Cbronoloslcal praphccin ue muih i 
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We have seen the preparatory steps in the jadg- 
ments on papal kingdoms for the last forty years. 
Popery, though it has greatly increased its energy, 
has, except, alas ! in oar own country, heen losing its 
political and temporal pdwer. It no longer directs and 
wields the strength of Europe for Papal purposes. 
In the chief parts of its former territories, the pro- 
perty of the Church of Rome has heen alienated to 
other objects. Its ability to persecute and destroy 
is already taken away in France, Belgium, Spain, 
Portugal, and other coantries. In these things we 
see before our eyes that prediction of Daniel, which 
immediately precedes the kingdom of Christ, fulfill- 
ing— TAe judgment sliall sit, and they shall takeaway 
his dominion, to consume and to destroy it to the end. 
As also that of St. Paul, respecting the Man of Sin, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth; and then, as he goes on, destroy with the 
brightness of his coming. Popery is, too, more and 
more developing its real character, by open and 
avowed infidelity. It is throwing off the mask, and 
taking its last form as the wicked and lawless one. 
This will be the case till its final fall ; for this mys- 
tery of iniquity is only to be destroyed with the 
brightness of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The wasting of the Turkish Empire. 

This also is connected, in the pouring out of the 
sixth vial, with the solemn warning, Beholdilcome as 
a thief: blessed is he that watcketh and keepeth his gar* 
ments, lett he walk naked, and they see his shame* Events 
of each year strengthen the conviction of a large body 
of interpreters, that the past history of Turkey for 
the last twenty years is the pouring out of the vial 
upon the great river Euphrates, and the drying up of 
the water, that the way of the kings of the east may 
be prepared. That vast empire, according to the ac- 
counts of all travellers and residents, and from un- 
questionable facts, in all its population, is continually 



wasting and drying up, that the mjslical Babylon, or 
the Papal kingdoms, may fall, and the Jews return. 

3. The preaching to the Gentiles fulfils that 
plain prophecy: 1 taw an angel Jly in the midit of 
keaaea, having the everlasting gospel to preach u«lo then 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, saying with a lovd voice, fear 
God and give glory to him, far the hour of hif judgment 
» eoiae, and warship him that made heaven and earth, 
and the sea, and the fovntaim of water. And delight- 
ful, moxt delightful, is it, to witness the extended 
preacbing of the gospel through the world. The 
word of God is translated into 157 of the most general 
iangnages of the earth, so that it may be read by 
nine-tenths of its inbaliitants. Tbe varioas mission- 
ary sooiclies, thank God! with enlarged means, and 
innltiplied missionaries, and increafiing ardour, fly 
with the gospel cast and west, north and south. 

This, too, is connected with that prediction : Thtt 
gotpel of the kingdom shall be preached in all tlie world, 
for a witness to all natioTis ; and then shall the end come. 
This sign of the times, this witnessing of Ihe gospel, 
is already foltilling, not only in its typical fulfilment 
in tbe spread of the gospel previous to the destruc- 
tion of Jernsalem, bnl in the larger accomplishment 
now taking place. 

4, The preaching to the Jews is another sign of 
these times. You lind, in the37tbof Ezekiel, a most 
striking description of the restoration of Israel. Israel 
is now like the stone In the mountain, hat it is to be 
cut out without bands. Israelites arc now like dry 
bones in tbe graves, but they are to bo raised by 
Divine power. There is to be, however, a distinct 
prophesying to these dry bones ; and a distinct pro- 
phesying to tbe wind to eome into them, and then 
God will open these graves, and cause them to come 
out of these graves, and bring them into the land of 
Israel, and under tbe government ofChristtheirking. 



I 
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Of this prophesying we witness the beginning in the 
circalation of the Hebrew New Testament, and in 
the efforts of our own Jewish Society, and of other 
similar societies elsewhere, labouring for them. And 
all this is connected, as the 102d Psalm shews, with 
the time to favour Zion, and with the kingdom of 
Christ, and his appearance in glory ; for this follows 
from the fact that God's servants take pleasure in 
her stones, and favour the dust thereof. 

The Jews' Society has about forty-seven ordained 
missionaries or agents, twenty-three of whom are 
Jewish converts, preaching the gospel to the Jews. 
The chief body of the Jews is in the Russian empire, 
and God hath disposed both its late and its present 
emperor to protect and assist its missions. The king 
of Prussia renders the same aid. Our own country 
has taken a most important step to favour the Jews, 
in establishing a vice-consulate at Jerusalem for their 
protection. Our own church has taken a most im- 
portant step for the same, in establishing a mission 
at Jerusalem, under the highest ecclesiastical sanc- 
tion. And, truly thankful I am, our sister church of 
Scotland has, as a church, manifested her interest for 
the Jews. The Jews have at length largely heard the 
true nature of Christianity. They thought it simply 
idolatry, from what they had seen of it in Papal coun- 
tries, and in the Greek and eastern churches. They 
now know its spiritual character. The scriptures 
have been very extensively purchased by the Jews ; 
and thousands and tens of thousands have listened 
attentively to the preaching of the gospel ; and seve- 
ral hundreds have been baptized in the name of Jesus. 

Amidst all its trials and difficulties, the Jews* So- 
ciety long had this special and unrivalled honour in 
our own land, of proclaiming to Jews through the 
earth the only Saviour, and furnishing the church 
with this striking sign of the times. 

But I must stop, though accumulating signs are 



pressing into onr view -, as if it were the very Toice of 
oar Lord, Con ye no( discern the sign* nf the timii J 
Thia leads me to consider. 

III. The duties which lie upon the church. 

Ye ihall receive poivfr, after that the Holy Ghost u 
rome vpon yoa, and ye shall be tvitneises unto mf, both in 
Jerusalem and in all Jadea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the utieiinott parts of the earth. 

The dot; is, in dependence on tbe power of the 
Holy Ghost, to be witnesses for Christ. 

Our Lord, after refusing to gratify the obprofitable 
curiosity of the apostles, proceeds according to his 
invariable custom to give a more profitable practical 
lesson, with fuller immediate instruction and conso- 
lation. As when he was asked, Are there few thai 
be saved? he answered not tbe question directly, but 
bid them strive to enter in at the straight gate ; so here 
he told them not the times, bat called them to a high 
and holy doty, and furnished them with adeqaate 
strength for il. 

Notice the power to be bestowed, and the doty to 
be fullilJed. 

1. The power to be bestowed.— The power over 
the times is with God. The power to work is im- 
parted to us. 

Nothing apparently could be more hopeless than 
the attempt or the apostles at this time to convert the 
world. Their Lord crucified: his cause despised; 
his few followers disheartened and scattered ; the 
whole world serving Satan, and arrayed therefore 
against them. 

But there was a divine power that oat of weakness 
could and did make Ihera strong. The Holy Ghost 
in all his varied gifts and miracuEous powers soon 
changed the very character of the apostles ; made 
■ 1, faint-hearted, i 



the fear of man, when he c 



e to all the 
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power of Satan; bold and intrepid io dangler, unwea- 
ried in labour, open and unreserved in confession of 
the tratb, confident and joyfnl in suffering^, and ready 
cbeerfolly to g^o to prison and to death in its most 
borrible forms for their Master's sake. 

O the mighty energy and power of the Holy Ghost ! 
May we and our missionaries but be baptised with 
the Holy Ghost, and we are prepared for all the work 
of Christ ! 

Bat was not that power confined to the apostolic 
age ? By no means. However the miraculons ope- 
rations may have been limited, that power on which 
alone depends the conversion of the sinner, never has, 
never will, leave the chnrch. Lo I am with yott, says 
Christ, always to the end of the world, I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever. Most vain, then, while 
we have this promise, is it for the infidel world, or 
for the formal church in the spirit of the world, to say 
the Jews cannot be converted. There would be in- 
superable difficulties had we but the arm of flesh ; our 
dependence is on the promised power of God. How 
accordant, then, is it with that festival of our church 
which we this day celebrate, to stir up your hearts to' 
consider this blessed hope and look for this divine 
power. May it be largely granted to us ! 

There is farther, 

The duty to be fulfilled.— Fe shall he witnesses 
to me. This is the main character of the people of 
Christ in this world. They are Christ's witnesses. 
And what is it they testify? We have seen and do tes- 
tify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world; testifying both to the Jews and to the Greeks, 
repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus. The whole company of believers is the cloud 
of witnesses; the church in its time of darkness and 
humiliation bears the name of the witnesses prophesying 
in sackcloth. First we must know Christ for our- 



.^elvea, and then spread the savonr of this knowledge 
in every place. 

Here, my brethren, is our duly, oar present {Inty, 
boldly to confess Christ, plainly to avow our prin- 
ciples. Never was it more important for us to talce 
heed to those solemn instructions. Whotoever shall 
be ashamed of me and mg toordt in ikU aduUeraui and 
sit^iil generatioti, of kim alto shall the Son of Man ie 
ashamed tclum he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels. Whosoever shall confess me be- 
fore men, him will 1 also confess before my Father which 
is in heaveu. 

O my beloved brethren, how short is time, hov 
near the all-changing;, all-deciding, most tremendous, 
and most joyful scene! O how your present con- 
duct infiaitely affects your situation then, your stale 
through everlastinK ages ! And what is there on wliich 
you can depend, fo assure you that this scene may not 
in your own life burst upon you. Believe and act 
upon the solemn warning, Ye know not the day nor 
the hour lokat tlie Suit of Man cometh. The grand 
diteotioDS are. Watch and pray always. Be ye also 
ready, for in sack an hour as ye think not, lite Son of 
Man cometh. 

Help, then, to the uttermost every good cause. 
Lay up treoiwe for yourselves in heaven. Give your 
money to the exchangers, that your Lord at his com- 
ing may receive bis own with usury. Shew your 
faith by your works. Now is the da; of grace for 
your own salvation. There is grace ; there is free 
and full redemption, which yon may now obtain by 
flying to Christ. Fly to him. Now is the day of 
labour for Ibe salvation of others. And O how largely 
are you promoting this when you arc seeking the 
conversion of tho»e whose recovery shall be as life 
from the dead to the world! The kingdom will he 
restored to Israel , if faithful now to our Lord Christ, 
)ou may share its brightest glories. If we suffer 
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with bim, we shall reign with him. They that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they 
tliat turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever. God help us, however we may be counted fool- 
ish by the vain world, to be thus wise for eternity. 

And in now going to the table of the Lord, let us 
remember how his word joins his second coming with 
the memorial of his death, As oft as ye eat this bread 
and drinh this cup, ye do shew forth the Lord's death till 
he come. 
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Zechabiab xlii. 8, 9. 
And it shall come to pais that in all the land, saith the 
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die, but 
the third shall be Irfi therein. And I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and J aiill refine than as 
silver if refined, and mil tri/ them as geld it tried, and 
th^ shall call an my name and I mill hear them. I 
inill tag, it it my people, and they shall say, the Lord 
is my God. 

The peenliar situation of Syria and the Holy Land, 
aod the circumstaDCes of the Jewish nation are at 
the present moment remarkably attracting the atten- 
tion of the chief kingdoms of Europe. Apart from 
the word of God, his providence is making their re- 
turn so probable, even lo the politicians of this world 
only, that I have thought it desirable to direct yoar 
attention lo the seripture testimony, as lo the nature 
and character and varioas events connected with 
their return. 
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It is the y/iew of God's dealing^s with this nation, in 
its connection with mercy to the Gentiles, that leads 
the apostle to exclaim — O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments j and his ways past finding out. It is 
a subject therefore fall of deep instruction and divine 
knowledge. 

The miserable state of the Jews in the long interval 
between the first and second coming of Christ, had 
been shortly predicted in the^ 11th Chapter. It is 
there foretold that they, should sell their true Shep- 
herd for thirty pieces of silver. And it is farther 
predicted that they should be delivered over to a 
foolish shepherd. Thus Scribes and Pharisees, and 
learned Talmudists and Rabbis have, for 1800 years, 
deceived, robbed and spoiled them, Zech. xi. 10 — 17. 

A fresh prophecy seems to commence in the words 
before my text, the prophet dwells chiefly on their 
closing troubles, before their repentance and glory. 

The words of my text relate to the final deliverance 
of the Jews. The previous verse our Saviour himself 
applies to his own sufferings. Matt. xxvi. 31. — Awahe, 
O sword, against my shepherd^ against the man that is 
my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts ; smite the shepherd 
and the sheep shall be scattered. The sheep, through 
the Old Testament, are the figure of the people of 
Israel ; (Numb, xxxiv. 17. Psalm xcv. 7 ; c. 3. Jer. 
xxxi. 10. Ezek. xxxiv. 7.) the scattering refers to 
their dispersion, and the scattering since the time of 
Zechariah is that dispersion which we now see of the 
Jewish nation in all lands. There is then a brief 
allusion to the gathering of the Gentiles in these 
words ; And I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 
The Gentiles are the supplement filling up the void 
left by the Jewish falling away ; what St. John calls 
the little children, (1 John ii. 12.) and our Lord the 
little ones (Matt, xviii. 14.) or the little fl^ck to whom 
it is the Father* s good pleasure to give the kingdom, Luke 
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sii. 22. Thus Zechariah glances at the chief events-] 
preceding their troubles on lh«ir restoration, i 
scribed in the test. 

The words which follow the text, in the next chap-^ 
ter clearly refer to a falure war upon Jerusalem, for I 
it describes events that have never yet taken plac 
and also they refer to the glorious return of oar 
Lord; for it is said, Thm ahall the Lord go forth and 
fight Bgaiiat ihoie nalionn as when he fought in the dag 
nf ballU, and his ftet thall stand in that day upon the 
Movnt of OUvtt, which is hefore Jentsalan on the eatt. 
As an earthqaakc marked his resurrection, bo it 
marks his retarn j and then it is plainly predicted, 
the Lord my Gad shall eome and all the saints with thee. 

It is exceedingly desirable that you should hava a 
distinct view of this, that you may not mistake their 
political relnrn, which is probably very near al hand, 
for that glorious state which follows their couversioni 
and that you may be quickened the more (o snatch ■ 
the remnant, according to the election of grace, as | 
brands from the burning. 

A subject like this may not at first appear so prac- 
lical or so spiritual as the ordinary subjects of my 
ministry ; but it is ray duty to keep back nothing that 
is profitable for yoK, and to declare to you all the coun- 
sel of Gad. And indeed this subject most nearly 
and personally aOects us all ; for the holy scripturea 
connect with the return of the Jews to their own 
land, all those great truths — the return of our Lord 
himself, the resurrection of the dead, the judgment 
to come, and the everlasting kingdom of Christ. I 
ask then for your patient attention, and call yoa to 
search the scriptures, like the Bereans, to see whether 
these things are so, and if you do so I doobt not God 
will give you a larger understanding of the Old Tes- 
tament scriptures than you have yet attained, and a 
greater spirituality of mind in the use of earthly 
things, so as lo use them wilhoal abusing them. 
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The words of the. text imply the following impor- 
tant truths ! 

I. The preparatory restoration of the Jews, 

II. Their heavy affliction when restored. 
IIL The grace shewn to the chosen remnant. 

IV. Their renewed adoption as the people of God, 

1, The preparatory restoration of the Jews* 
1. Their Restoration 19 here implied. How- 
ever partially fulfilled in past sufferings, its main 
fulfilment seems yet to come. We see here, after the 
scattering, the Jews are again in their own land, and 
in all the land. Tet still they are under severe trial : 
two-thirds are destroyed, and all the preserved, or 
the third part, is truly converted to God. This has 
never hitherto taken place. The same things are set 
forth in the previous chapter, as well as in the fol- 
lowing chapter. In both which we have a future 
siege of Jerusalem described, and a punishment and 
destruction to the besiegers, and a glorious deliver- 
ance and conversion of the Jews, by the personal 
appearance of the Messiah. These are also events that 
have never yet taken place, and which, as the scripture 
cannot be broken, must yet be fulfilled. See Zech. 
xii. 1 — 10; xiv. 1—5. The same thing is also set forth 
by the prophet Joel (iii. 1, 2), who says. For behotd,in 
those days and at that time when I shall briny again the 
captivity of Judah and Jerusalem (oou&ning this resto- 
ration to Judah) I will also gather all nations^ and will 
bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will 
plead with them therefor my people, and for my heritage 
Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and 
parted my land. 

We have a similar prediction in Isaiah x. 20—23 : 
The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, 
unto the mighty God. For though thy people Israel be 
as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall re 
turn: the consumption or consummation, Daniel ix. 

L 



27,) decreed ihall merpna with : 
Lord God of HosU shall make a consitmptioji, even de- 
termined, in the midit of all the land. St. Paul ap- 
plies tbis (RomaDs ix. 27, 28.) to shew that a rem- 
nant only is saved ; The Lord will finish the work 
and cut it thurl in righleoumesa, became a ihtrrt wofh 
will the Lord make upon tlie earth. We are here 
taught that not all the natural seed or Israel, who in 
thia lost age are found ia every region, partake or their 
fall salvation, even tbougb restored to their own land. 

2. This first or political resloration is graduai,. 
We may see this by Isaiah xxvii. 12, And il shall 
come to pasi in that day, that the Lord shall heat off, 
that is as fruit is beaten from the lree,/roni the chan- 
nel of the river unlo the stream of Egypt, and ye shall 
be gathered arte by one, O ye children, of Israel. You 
may expect to see, then, without any miracnlousor 
yery peculiar interference of Almighty God, a pro- 
gressive lestoration of the Jews. Thus it is said, 
(Zech. xii. 7.) The Lord shall save the lenls of Judah 
first. Bee also Ezek. xn. 33—38. In tbe progress 
of this restoration, all the mnlliptied, various, and 
sometimes apparently opposing prophecins will re- 
ceive their exact and harmonious accomplishment ; 
and espeeiallj in the latter part of their restoration, 
as tbe batred and power of enemies opposes obsta- 
cles, far mightier miracles of God will be wrooght in 
their favour than have ever yet been wrought. Re- 
member ye not, says Isaiah xliii. 18—20, the former 
things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I 
mil do a nevi thing ; now shall it spring forth, shall ye 
not know it! I will even make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. Sec also Jer. xxiii. 7, 8. 

3. The state of mind in which tbe Jews are thus 
restored is not generally as believers in Christ Jesns. 
Quile the reverse. Part are restored in a self-rigbt- 
eous, proud and persecuting state, as is described ii 
the 6Gth of Isaiah 1—10, 
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torned Jews rebnilding^ their temple, trasting in it, 
and persecating their believing, hambie, and con- 
trite brethren. 

Another part are restored in a state like the Sad- 
dacees, renouncing their hopes, and falling into Gen- 
tile liberalism and infidelity. Thus Ezekiel xx. 32, 
33, predicts. That which cometh into your mind shall 
not be at all, that ye say, we will be as the heathen, as the 
families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. As I 
live, saith the Lord, surely with a mighty hand and with 
a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I 
rule over you. The number of such Jews is even now 
increasing and spreading. 

Another small part are the humble and contrite 
people of God, suffering from their brethren for their 
true faith in the Lord Jesus and their confession of 
his name. They are thus addressed by Isaiah Ixvi. 
5 : Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his 
word. Your brethren, that hated you, that cast you out, 
for my names sake^ said, Let the Lord be glorified, (the 
self-righteous to the last persecute the humble be- 
liever) but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be 
ashamed* 

You see here, then, the three classes of the Jews 
yet to be restored to the holy land. The great body 
will be exulting as if this preparatory restoration was 
their complete deliverance, and will need the ^harp 
rebuke Isaiah Ixvi. 3. gives. He that killeth an ox is as 
if he slew a man ; he that sacrificeih a lamb, as if he cut 
off a dog*s neck ; he that offei^eth an oblation, as if he 
offered swine* s blood ; he that buimeth incense, as if he 
blessed an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, 
and their soul delightelh in their abomination, I also 
will choose their delusions and will bring their fears upon 
them. The prediction also of Jeremiah viii. 15, shews 
how their hopes will be disappointed : We looked for 
peace but no good came; and for a time of health, and 
behold trouble. 

L2 



This preparatory restoration, we bave reRi 
believe, is nsar at hand. It is coooeuted i 
holy scriptarea with tlie close of the Turkish wt 
the fail of the Tarkish empire. Re?, xvi. 12. Tke 
tilth angtl poured out hii mat upon the grail river Evr- 
pkratei, and the water thereof wm dried vp, that the may 
of the kingi of Ike east might ie prepared. This reato- 
ratioD of the Jews is the signal held up to ali na- 
tioDS. Isaiah xviii. 3—7. The restoralion of the 
Jews is the waraing note on the clock of God's 
providence that the mystery of God is abonl to 
finish. We have the divine rcveiation ihat the 
sanctuary shall he cleansed at the end of 2300 days 
or years, (Dan. viii. 13.) and we have much evidence 
that this period is near to itsterniitialion.* We have 
the oath of God himself (Dan. xii. 7.) Ihat at the ter- 
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before Christ, making Bg weeks of years to onr Lord's ■ 
of hie ministry at 90 jenrt of afe. 

The desnlstlDn, or the remiOuljif part of the s.30( 
ceaMngof the aaciiflce, would hnnBUfl to 1843, the to 


cDiDmeDoement 
eginnhig o( tie 


cleaoEinK in 433. This would brine ns to 1367—8 foi 


cd I. completed 
■ the coBipleUd 



Thus a.soe years, taken Iram Eiru-s decree, Wjean before Chiiat, 
wUl bring us to 1813. the beeinninB of the cleansioB of the sanctiuiy, 
and of the testoTBtiop of the Jews, and the opproaeh of the great 1H- 
bnlation. lUien from Nehemlali's completed cieanislng In (33 — I, Mr 
viU bring ni to 1SS7—V, the mmpleted Jewish restoradan. 
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mination of the time, times and a half^ or 1260 years, 
a period coniineDCJiifi^ with the rise of Popery, (Dan. 
vii. 25.)* the enemies of Israel shall have accom- 
plished to scatter the power of the holy people, and the 
mystery of God shall be finished, Dan. xii. 7. Rev. x. 
7,-f And we have much scriptural reason to think 
that those times are ended or near their ending. 

* 1,360 yeart.— Rev. ziii. 5. 

This date ocean frequently, and in three difllerent forms. 

Dan. vii. 93—25, xii. 7, time, Hine$, a$td dividUkg ^ a tinu, Rer. xii. 
6, 1,260 days ; Rev. xiii. 5, forty-two months. All after the length of 
the Jewish year and month, pointing out 1,260. 

This period commences Dan. vii. 28—95, after the destruction or 
division of the Roman empire, and rise of the ten kingdoms, and ftdl 
of three, and the delivery of the saints into the hands of the persecu- 
ting King (compare power given to Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. xxvii. 5, 6.) 
The saints were given into the hands of the Pope by a decree giving 
him political power. After, also, Rev. xii. 14, the division of the east- 
em and western empire. Rev. xiii. gives us two beasts, the Latin 
empire and the Romish church, the first consolidated about 000. 
Thus we have a period for the commencing of the l,26o years. It 
could not be earlier than the 5th, or later than the opening of the 7th 
century. 

There are two commencements. The first, the decree of the empe> 
ror Justinian in 633, giving political power to the Pope. Tlie second, 
when power actually obtained over the kingdom in 608 ; closing re- 
spectively in 1793 and 1868. 

These dates are purposely closed up to the time of the end, Dan. 
xii. 4, the last 360 years. At the Reformation they began to be un- 
folded, when Divine knowledge, navigation, science, and printing had 
their enlarged rise and spread. 

The first great blow to Popery was in 1793 ; the French revolution, 
and the date of the first close of the 1,260 days. 

Daniel gives us two further periods of thirty and forty-five years 
longer, Dan. xii. U, 12. At the close of the thirty years, 1823—3, the 
first French revolution having ended*, the 6th vial began, in the inde- 
pendence of Greece, and the wasting of the Turkish empire. At the 
close of the seventy-five years we reach 1868. 

Thus, 1,260 years. Rev. xi. 3; xii. 6, 14} Dan. vii. 25 ; xii. 7, points 
out the duration of Popery : From its rise in 533 to 1793, when it began 
to fall ; From its full establishment (Rev. xi. 2 j xiii. 8,) in 608 to its 
final fall, 1868. 

t A time no longer, or not 360 yean, (Xpovof ovK €<rra( crt) .— 
Rev. X. 6. 

The oath in Revelation is in many respects similar to that in Daniel 
xii. The speaker the same; shown to be the Redeemer by the rain- 
bow round his head and his fBuce as the sun. It does not mean time 
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IT. Tbeih heavy affliction when bestored. 

In all the land two peril shall be ent off and die, but 
Ike third ihull he left therein. 

The first earnest of tbts heavy aflliclion was i 
the fall of Jerusalem. Our Lord predklet] it i 
his prophecy of Ihe dentmctian of that city, Matt. 
sxiv. 20, 2i, Ptbii ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, nor on Ihe aalibatk day. For Ihere shall be great 
tribulation, luch ei waa not since the beginning of iht 
world to this lime, no, nor ever ihall be. 

This Iribalation (at least ia a shortened or modified 
and mutilated farm. Matt, sxiv, 22) has contiiiued 
o»er the Jews for 1800 years. It is expressly de- 
scribed by onr Lord in these words, there shallbegreat 
distress in the land, and mrath upon this people, and they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, andshall be led away 
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captive into all nationSf and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the GentileSy until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. Here is emphatically the great tribula- 
tion. It has its first crisis in the first siege of Jera- 
salem ; its modified form in their present dispersion 
and treading down, and its last crisis and fulness at 
their commenced restoration in the last siege of Jeru- 
salem by the Gentiles ander Antichrist. Zech. xiii. 14. 
Its fulness is however, by Daniel xii. 1, clearly 
connected with the end of the times of the Gentiles, 
and the final restoration of the Jews, as well as the 
resurrection of the saints of God : And at that time 
shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people. And there shall be a time 
of trouble such as never was since there was a nation, 
even to that same time ; and at that time shall thy people 
be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
booh. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. It appears from this 
that the resurrection of God's saints and the deliver- 



is the next gnreat event of history. It was then that the little book, or 
the Bible, in contrast with the larger sealed book of all God's Provi- 
dence, was first folly opened to the church, and light dawned upon 
Europe (his countenance as the sun). 

The date of the Reformation is 1517 ; ft time, or 360 years, catries 
us to 1877, the period within which the mystery of God should be 
finished. 

This mystery is described in other parts of Scripture. The mystery 
of the blindness of Israel, and the consequent reception of the Gen- 
tiles (Rom. zi. 25.) 

The resurrection of the dead saints, and the change of the living 
saints, and their being caught up to Christ (l Cor. xv. 61 ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 17.) 

The anion of Jew and Gentile as fellow-heirs and of the same body, 
■and partakers of the promises in Christ (Ephes. iii. 4—9.) 

The marriage union of the church to Christ (Ephes. v. 31, 82; Rev. 
xix. 7. 

These events, the appearance of our Lord, and the first resurrection* 
of the saints, are then to take place within S60 years from the Refor- 1 
mation, 1517, that is, before 1877, should the suggestions here given • 
be really well founded. 



r 
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ance of Israel are concorreqt events, and intimately 
connected together. How vaHtthcn is the personal 
interest we all Iirvs in this great subject ! 

The full description of this Jewish aSliolion t 
have in various places. Read, al your leisure, Ezek. 
i. Zech. xiv. Joel ii. iii. 
Thb cause of this affliction. It is caused by 
the eoDtinued iaipeuiteDCe, self-righteousness, hard- 
of heart, and unbelief of the restored Jews. 
explicitly has God stated this, in immediate 
with the last and great trouble, (Jer 
7.) out of which they are tu be saved. (Jer. 
12—14.) FoT tkvM taiih the Lord, thy bvuue ii 
able and thy wound U grievous : there U none to plead 
thy eauK, that thou mayest he hound up. Thou luut no ' 
healing medicinei. All thy lovers have fortiotten ikte ; 
tkfy leek thee not ; for J have ivounded thee tcitk the 
tnoujtd of an cTiemy, milh tie ehatlisement of a cruel m 
for the multitude of thine iniquity, becaiue thy lini we, 
increaied. Why crieil thou for thine affliction? thy nr 

ible, for the multitude of thine iniguiti/ ; 
becauie thy lini were increased, I have done these things 

Notwithstanding all that Qod will have done for 
them and lo them ; notwithstanding their scattering 
for ISDO years; notwithstanding the clear and full 
evidence thai Jesus is their Messiah ; ootwithsland- 
ing their restoration to their own land, and notwith- 
standing God raises up from among them a contrite 
and believing people, they will still, when again in 
peace and dwelling safely in nnwalled villages, 
(Ezek. xxKviii. 11,) continue lo reject the Lord Jesus, 
to boast of their own lighleonsness, lo do evil before 
God, and chose that in wblch he delights not. Isaiah 

The lbadek oh great instrument of this i 
FLiCTiON is the infidel Antichrist, of whom it is said, 
(Dan, xi. 44, 45.) He shall go forth with great fary It 
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destroy and utterly to tnake away numy. And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palaces between the seas, in 
the glorious holy nunmtain, yet he shall come to his end, 
and none shall help him. The spirit of Antichrist was 
existing in the day of St. John, as be says, Even now 
there are many Antichrists, 1 Jqhn ii. 18. And VLgViin, 
Even now that spirit of Antichrist is already in the 
world, 1 John iv. 3. It was more fnlly manifested in 
Popery, the man of sin and the mystery of iniquity, 
and it will be completely displayed when the mask 
of Popery is thrown away and the kingdoms of this 
world, under an infidel Antichrist, openly oppose 
Christ* Re?, xix. 19. — / saw the beast and the hings 
of the earth and their armies gathered together, to make 
war against him tluit sat on the horse and against his 
army. Many are the predictions of this in the Old 
Testament. Under the name of the Assyrian, the 
first oppressor of Israel, he is foretold as for a short 
time smiting restored Israel, O thy people that dwellest 
in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian, he shall smite 
thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, 
after the manner of Egypt, Isaiah x. 24 ; see also xxx. 
31—33; xxxi. 9. 

The nature of this affliction. It is a great 
confederacy of all the apostate nations of the Gen- 
tiles in the Holy Land, waging destrnctive war 
against the Jews when restored. Nothing can be more 
express than the predictions of this : Zech. xii. 8. In 
that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for 
all people ; all tliat burden themselves with it shall be 
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gath* 
ered together against it. So Zech. xiv. 1, 2, Behold, 
the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided 
in the midst of thee, and I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle, Joel ii. and iii. 2. predicts at 
large the assembling of the Gentiles against the re- 
stored Jews in their own land, and the misery occa- 
sioned by it* He especially describes it to be after 
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many dayt, m the latter yeart. Thou ihelt come iqi 
agaimt my people of Israel, <ti a cloud to caver the tend, 
it shall be in llie latter days. Ezckiel particularly 
poiQls out the Prince of tlie nations, Rhos, Meshec, 
and Tubal, and many other nations confederating 
with them, aa coming againat the Jews, Gzekiel 



The result of this affliction. The deep Iroable 
and opprcssioD of Israol ia the first elfecl. Jer. xi 
4—7. These are the Kurds that the Lord spake conee 
ing Israel and concerning Judali. For thus saith the 
Lard, We have heard a voice 0/ trembling, 0/ fear and 
not of peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth 
inxeail tcilk child; wherefore do I see evei-y man « 
bis hands on his loins, as a icoman in travail, and 
faces are turned into paleness? Alas, for that day is 
great, so that none is like it. It is even the time of Ja- 
cob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. Tliis 
trouble yet to cone on the Jews is emphatically 
great, and Ihe sorrows of il even severer than the 
siege of Jerusalem by Ihe Romans. 

In this trouble the rebellious Jews are wholly 
and finaliy consumed. God expressly declares in 
onr text, two parts shall be cut off and die- And in 
Ezekiel x. 3S, he aays, / uiill purge out from among 
you the rebels, and Iheia that transgress against me, I 
will briny them forth oal of the country vihere they 
sojourn, and they shall not enter into Ihe land of Israel, 

Bnt THE REMNANT truly returns to God. Their 
deep repentance and saving faiUi is predicted in ibo 
former chapter; and so Isaiah foretels (x. 21), The 
remnant shall return, even Ihe remnant of Jacob, unto 
Ihe mighty God. 

We have the same truth of but a amalt part com- 
parativeljt being brought out of Iheir last tribulation, 
Isaiah Ixf . 8—16. 

And gay not, my brethren, these subjects are not 1 
practical and profitable. God in his infinite wisdom | 



LAST TRIBULATION OF THE JEWS. 155 

has occapied a large portion of his own holy book) 
the Bible, with these subjects ; they cannot then be 
matters of indifference to the charch at any time ; 
they are pregnant with spiritual instruction in every 
age ; and much more are they important to us, who 
have reason to think that we are living in the close 
of the Gentile dispensation, and near the return of 
covenant blessings to the Jewish nation. If much 
insight into God's word ; if a just anticipation of the 
most awakening coming events ; if quickening mo* 
tlves to watchfulness, prayer, and preparation for the 
Lord's coming ; if a bumble posture, in a true view of 
our situation as Gentile Christians ; if a lively and 
animating hope of approaching glory, are of prac- 
tical use in the Christian life, then is this subject 
eminently practical for our personal edification* If 
we would also be guarded against unfounded hopes 
in our labours for Jews and Gentiles, be preserved 
from bitter disappointment, and strengthened to pa* 
tient perseverance amidst all discouragements, in the 
scriptural assurance of a final and full blessing, then 
is this subject eminently helpful to true and patient 
zeal in supporting every scriptural effort for the sal* 
vation of Israel and all Gentile nations* If we would 
attain the highest glories of the resurrection, then 
does this subject. shew us we have now a season of 
grace, an opportunity of confessing Christ, and being 
faithful to him, that if redeemed, will exalt us to the 
highest possible blessedness in his coming kingdom. 
They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the fir* 
mament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever. 
We proceed to consider 

III. The grace shewn to the chosen rem* 

NANT. 

I will bring the third part through the Jlre, and wiU 
refine them as siher is refined, and will try them as gold 
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M trifd; they thai! eall on my name, and I kUI hrar 

The troth of God is engaged, that Israel shall not 
be wholl)' cnt aiF. He has promised, Thonghlmakt 
a full end of all nalioiu whilher I kaee icaliered the«, 
yet teitl I not make a full end of thee. Jer. xxx. 11. 
He has said. If ye can break my anxTiatit of the day, 
and my covenant af the night, that there ihould not be 
day nor night in their teaion, then may alto my eoBenant 
he broken jeith David my lemanl, that he thould not have 
a ton to reign upon hit throne, and teilh the priettt the 
Levitet my mtniilers. His grace is indeed exceedtnglj 
magnified, in gathering a remnant out of those Ihua 
anbelieving and rebellious, 

Three things are here revealed respecting this 
saved remnant; Iheir aJfliclions, their saoctilication, 
and their completed salvalion. 

1. Theik afflictions. The saved remnatil will 
have deep afflictions to endure. This is th» general 
portion of God's people in their way to fc'o''y = ^e 
mutt through much tribulation enter the kingdom of 
heaven. The particular afflictions which the pious 
remnant of restored Israel pass tbrongh, arise from 
various quarters. Thus their unbelieving brethren 
persecute them, as it is foretold. Isaiah Ixvi. 5. Faiir 
brethren haled you, andcast you out, for my name'l lake. 
To the last the enmity of the carnal mind against the 
gospel is thus manifested. The Gentile oppressors, 
nader the apostacy, will bringdown sore aflliotions 
npon them. Tliey are described in Isaiah xxx. as 
causing a yoke of hondage, spoiling and devouring. 
And so in the verses following our text, it is said, the 
city ihall be taken, and the housei rifltd, and the women 
raviihed. Godless men are ever cruel, and the days 
of terror in the French Revolution may be talien as a 
proof of this, and the striking manifestations of this 
ctoelty. 

But there is a yet deeper source of affliction, the 
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Tiew of their own f^ailt. And to accomplish this ap« 
pears to be the special object of the predicted mission 
of Elijah. Mai. iv. 5, 6. Behold I will send you Elir 
jah the prophet, before, the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord ; and he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the chil" 
dren to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse. Thas oar Lord himself predicts a futare 
coming of Elijah, beyond his first coming in spirit, in 
the person of John the Baptist Matt. xvii. 10, 11. His 
disciples ashed him, Why then say the scribes that EUas 
must first come! And Jesus answered them, and said, 
EUas TRULY SHALL first come and restore all things. 
His appearance then, and his ministry, help to pro- 
dace this mighty, moral, and spiritaal revolution in 
the Jewish mind.* And when the Savioar appears 
to them, and for them, we have this account of the 
effects. Zech. xii. 9 — 11. / will seeh to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem, and I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications, and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him as one moumeth for his only 
son, and shall be in bittemessfor him as one thai is in bit" 
temess for his first-bom. In that day there shall be a 
great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadad" 
rimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 

How can we illustrate this ? Kind interference in 
extreme difficulty ever calls forth the liveliest expres- 
sions of attachment and grateful feeling. What then 



* Mr. Herschell notices tliat, in tiie celebration of the Passover in 
Jewish fiBimilies, *' a second cap of wine, caUed Elijah's cop, is placed 
before the master-~the door is opened, and a solemn pause of expec- 
tation ensues. It is at this moment that the Jews expect that the 
coming of Elijah will take place to announce the glad tidings that the 
Messiah is at hand, and notwithstanding the disappointment, year 
after year his arrival is still confidentiy expected.'* Thus has been 
kept up by this human ceremony an expectation which is confirmed 
in the New Testament. 
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wil] it be when their great Deliverer appears for them t 
Conceive the state or mind of this remnant, on ttai 
Teil bcin^ removed, and their beholding Christ, will 
the marks of the wounds in his hod;, appearin) 
Tiaiblf as their deliverer, to extricate them from th«t 
last bitter Ironble. When all hope is gone, whe) 
half of their city is already captured — then they sei 
Jesns of Nazarelh come as ilieir Deliverer, and 
on Mount Olivet. They recal all their blasphemies 
of his name for eighteen hundred years ; ' ' 
fision, his rejection, their hatred and scorn; theiM 
persevering contempt and blasphemy, throngh 
many generations, against (heir own long-desii 
King and Deliverer. O what remorse and biller 
fills every bosom ! How could we have been so blintU 
liow could we have sinned against such a meek, ten^ 
der, mighty and gracious King and Saviour ? This it 
perhaps the deepest sorrow for sin that will ever 
agonize the human heart. 

2. Theih SANCTiFiCATiON. The affliction will bs 
purifying. / will refine them as silver is rejined, an4 
will try tliem as gold is tried. < 

Under the law of Moses there was this ordinanorf 
for purifying the spoil taken in war : The gold, th^ 
Hher, tKe brass, the iron, the tin and the had, cverjf 
thing that maj/ abide the fite ye shall make it go througk 
the fire and it tltall be clean. Numb. \\\i. 22, S8> 
Tfans passing through the fire is made the emblem of 
the means of purification. The soul is purified by 
the lire of trouble. This eBect God has himself an- 
nounced (Isaiah xlviii. 10), saying. Behold I hag* 
refined thee, but not with silver ; I have chosen thee in ike 
furnace of affUclian. Speaking of the afflictions of 
Israel in another place (Isaiah xxvii. 9,) God says,- 
Bg this shall the iniguiti/ of Jacob be purged, and thiiig 
all the fruit to take awatj hit tin. All affliction is not^ 
indeed thus purifying. It may even harden the soul 
to its final rebellion and destraciioo, according to 
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that inquiry, Why sliould ye be stricken any more ? ye 
will revolt more and more: which issued in, Your 
country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire ; your 
land, strangers devour it in your presence^ and it is de- 
solate as overthrown by strangers^ Bat afflictions 
sanctified by the grace of God, afflictions joined with 
the view of Christ crucified, are eminently purifying ; 
and this is the peculiarity of this last Jewish trouble, 
/ will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplica- 
tions; and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him. And then only 
will the promise be accomplished, Isaiah Ix. 22, Thy 
people shall be all righteous, they shall inheiHt the land 
for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified. We have a type of 
this (Dan. iii. 25) in Shadrach, Meshech, and Abed- 
nego, passing through the burning fiery furnace, sus- 
tained by the personal and visible appearance of one 
like the Son of God walking through the fire. We 
have another clear prediction of this, Isaiah li. 16, 
I have put thy words in my mouth, and I have covered 
thee in the shadow of mine hand, tliat I may plant the 
heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth (that is, 
of the new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness), and say unto Zion, Thou art my people. 
Their completed salvation is directly connected with 
the personal and visible return of our Lord, and their 
previous troubles. Psalm cii. 16, 17. When the Lord 
shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory ; he will 
regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their 
prayer. And so it follows in my text. 

3. Their completed salvation follows this. I will 
bring them through the fire. They shall call on my 
name and I will hear them. This spirit of prayer is 
often connected with the last times and Israel's de- 
liverance. Thus Joel ii. 32, It shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be de- 
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livertd: fur in mount Zion and in Jervielem thall be , 
deliverance, at the Lord kath taid, and in Ihf remnant 
wham the Lord ihell call. The grecit tribulatioD then 
passes over rrom the Jews to the apostate GeotileB 
their oppreaso.a, Joel iii. 7, 19. The hand of ihe Lord 
(it ia naid Isaiah lnvi. H) thall be known to hii ler- 
vantt, and hii indignatioit lowardt hit enemiei. For, 
bthold, the Lord wilt eorae with jirt and with chariots, 
like a wkirlieind, to render hit anger with fury, and Ais 
rehvke teiih flamei of fire. For by fire and by hit iword 
will the Lord plead with alljteth. Thus shall at lengtb 
the milleonial kingdoai bo established. The fall 
glories of the completed salvation of Israel, and ita 
blessed effecia oa the whole earth, are the subject! 
on which the prophets delight to dwell. Yoq tobj 
see it full]' displayed in such chapters as Isaiah si. 

Zecbariah brings it before us in its more spiritual 
aspect, in what we have oext to consider. 



IV, Their renewed adoption as the feoplb 
OF God. 

luriliiay. It it my people, and ihey thall lay. The Lord 
it my God. You observe two things—God's re- 
cognized adoption of Iheu ; and their grateful coD' 
fession of him. The saoie third part that is tried is 
converted. Hence I judge that this can only be com- 
pletely fulfilled in days yet to come, and among the 
Jews restored to Iheir own land. 

1. God's hecognized adoption of them. I will 
toy. It it my people. This was their covenant privilege 
from the beginning. Exod. xix, 5. If ye will obey 
my vaiee indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be 
a peculiar Ireaiure unto me above all people ; for all the 
earth it mine: and ye thall be unto me a kingdom of 
priettt and a holy nation. But throagli their unbelief 
and disobedience thej broke this covenant, and for- 
feited their privileges, as Hosea i. 9, 10, predicts. 
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God said, call his name JjHammi, for ye are not my 
people and I wiU not be your God, Bat with that pre- 
diction he immediately, as is usaal in the fall heart 
of 6od*s love, often thas flowiag over io the prophe- 
cies, connects with this rejection the glowing; pro- 
mise, Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be 
as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor 
numbered. And it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them. Ye are not my people, there 
it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God. And afterwards he renews it — I will have mercy 
upon her that had not obtained mercy, and I will say to 
them which were not my people, Thou art my people, and 
they shall say. Thou art my God, Hosea ii. 23. This, 
indeed, is the great promise of the new covenant 
God has engaged to make with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Jadah, Jer. xxxi. 31 — 34. At 
present we Gentiles have been taken in their place. 
Through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to jealousy. But the Gentile 
churches have been high-minded, instead of fearing. 
The Gentile churches have largely also apostatized 
through unbelief, and the people of Israel are about 
to be restored as God's covenant people. Nor let as 
be envious at this, but see in it another enlarging 
step of God's mercy to all oar fallen race : his sur- 
prising goodness takes occasion, from the sins of 
one class, to bestow mercy upon others, and finally 
concludes all in unbelief in order that he may have 
mercy upon all. The glories of the latter dispen- 
sation always also surpass and eclipse, in a fuller 
splendour of blessedness, the glories of the preceding. 
I cannot now however enter even on the great bless- 
edness which follows this re-adoption of Israel; but 
our text proceeds to notice one thing farther. 

2. Their grateful acknowledgment of ' the 
Lord. They shall say, the Lord is my God, 

At length the Jews shall confess Jehovah Jesus as 
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their God, tlieir own God : at lcDj;th he shall be n 
oa\y l/ie light la liglilen the Gentilsi,hai the ff'ory of ^ 
hupeople Itrael: at length the veil is removed from 
their eyes ; they heboid with uoteiled face all the 
glor; of the Lord ID Jesus, their ova Messiah, and 
are changed into the same image from glort) to glory, 
eten as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

The source of all this ia the free grace of God. Tha 
promise is absolute and unconditiunal : They shall 
say, though ail the world should combine in unbe- 
lief and opposition ; Ihoogh all the world should 
eontradict the divine purpose, and assert they will 
never say of Christ, the Lord is my God: God has 
pled);ed himself for it, and it cannot be broken. The 
nature of this acknowledpoeol is no vague, nncertaia 
noIioD, but tlie conSdeDce and joy of a living and 
appropriating faith— lAe Lord is my God: he is my 
all-sufficient portion ; long have I hewn out brokeit. 
cisterns-, now I have returned lo the true fouutaia of 
living waters, and every desire is met and satisBed 
in the possession of God, even my own God. 

And there is no longer a selRsh nationalism, that 
would keep the blessing from otiiers : hat they Mhalt 
say, that is, there is an open confession of God oatl- 
Saviour before the nations : there is a heartfelt, nni-a 
versal, and lasting acknowledgment of him before 
the world, which finally causes the Gentiles to rejoici; 
with his people Israel, and to bring the glorious pre- 
sent of their hitherto nngalbered brethren, as anof-«L 
fering unto the Lordout of all nations. Isaiah Ixv. 17.-'^ 
God promises lo create new heaKetis and a new earlHyr 
and in them to create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and har.', 
people a jay. He also testifies, ai the new heavens and^ 
the nem earth, which I will make, shall remain bejore na^ . 
sailh the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain, \ 
Nothing less than tbis is the glorious consummation ; 
and the restoration of the Jews to their own land ia 
as it were the bridge from our present low and 
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earthly state, to those heavenly things thus clearly 
promised. 

Let as now, in conclasion, consider the practical 
uses of these truly scriptural hopes. And be assured 
that the scriptures would not have said so much on 
this subject, if it had not been eminently important 
for our instruction and edification, and practically 
beneficial to our souls. 

1. Discern the signs of the times. They are 
so distinct that he may run that reads them* The 
Turkish empire is wasting; the unclean spirits of 
Popery, lawlessness, and infidelity, are stirring up 
and gathering the kings of the earth to the last war. 
The way of the Jews is preparing* It is even now 
seen that Palestine is to be the battle-field of Europe. 
Popery, in its vast resources of political power and 
riches, has been wasting and consuming, and the 
signs of the last infidel Antichrist are appearing. 
Any day may remove the remaining obstacles of the 
return of the Jews to their own land. Surely these 
things are as the blowing of a trumpet, to prepare 
the people of God for all that God has predicted. 

Be delivered from a worldly spirit. The 
peculiar snare and temptation of Great Britain in 
these days is world liness, either in its pleasure-loving 
form, or more .generally in its money-trusting, money- 
loving, money-getting, money-exalting spirit No- 
thing is more calculated to enable us to overcome 
boasting and glorying in riches, and being puffed up 
by them, than a clear and scriptural view of the 
nearness of those great events of the tribulation of 
the Gentiles, and the personal coming of Christ, 
which are connected with the restoration of the Jews 
to their own land. This will shew us the day of tri- 
bulation at hand ; the return of our Saviour near ; 
that riches profit nothing in the day of wrath ; that 
the true riches are being rich towards God and having 
treasure in heaven* 

M 2 



Bb ready for the Lord's coming. It 
place iinmediatelj after this completion of th 
ish TribuLation. Matt. xxiv. 29, 30. See wh; 
coming is. It is a day of vengeance and a day of 
salvation. Do not imagine it lo be only joj and 
glory, and ignorantly wish for it without any pre- 
paration. Amos V. 18. warns such — Woe vnlo you 
that desire the day of the Lord ! to what end il it for 
ymt? the day of the Lord li darhitess, not light. Let 
then all that is now taking place in the shaking of 
the nations; tbe interest about the Jews, and the 
steps towards their rolarn; bo lo you as a beacon 
and an ensign, stirring up these purposes in your 
soul — " Now I must prepare for my Lord's return ; I 
mast get the oil of divine truth in my vessel ; I mast 
watch and pray ; I mast take beed that m; heart be 
not overcharged wilA aur/eilijig, and drunkenneil, and 
carei of this life, and so that day come upon ntt una- 
icares ; I mast put on the breastplate of faith and /one, 
and for an helmet the hope of talvation ; and jirove thus 
that I am among the children of light and the ehildrm 
of the day, and not appointed to wrath, but to obtmt ^ 
salvation by our Lard Jesus Christ. ■ 

Take a deep interest ih the Jewish hatiok,.! 
They have not been preserved in ibeir dispersiOB, ' 
apart and distinct from all other nations; they do not 
occupy so large a part of God's own word, without an 
end corresponding to the peculiarity uf God's pro- 
vidential dealings with them. They are as seed sown 
in the earth, and shall at length be trees of riphteoitt- 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he mag be gtorifieA 1 
Nor can you shew mercy and love to tbem, withoot | 
obtaining cinsters of rich promises, full of benefit ti 
yourself. I Kill bless them that bless thee — they shaUM 
prosper that love thee. Seeing what God has jet to t 
do by this people, cease the maddened folly of scoffiag^ J 
at, despising, or neglecting the Jew, and rejoice ii 
aiding each eObrt the people of God make for thei 
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spiritual welfare. Remember that Rahab and her 
family escaped from the general destraction of their 
coantry by shewing kindness to the people of God. 
They now seem to be thrown in the way of all Chris- 
tians by this Society thus to aid them. 

5. Anticipate by faith the precious hope the 
Bible gives of the resurrection glory of the 
church and the full blessedness .of the earth. 
In that period, while the Jewish restoration is going 
on, the Saviour raises the dead, changes the living 
saints, and translates his church to their heavenly 
glory. To belong to his true church now then is the 
highest wisdom and the truest glory of all, whether 
Jew or Gentile. Every converted Jew as well as 
Gentile, now counted worthy of the kingdom of God 
(2 Thess. i. 5), attains, by believing in Jesus, a greater 
glory than it is possible for him afterwards to attain. 
But while the church of Christ has thus pre-eminent 
glory in the heavens, the new earth is also preparing 
to be a scene first of millennial, and then of ever- 
lasting blessedness. In that new earth God calls his 
people, Be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
create, for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing and her 
people a joy. Isaiah Ixv. 17, 18. In short, righteous- 
ness finally and for ever dwells and triumphs over all 
opposition, filling the habitable globe with love, and 
peace, and joy, under the happy and never-ending 
dominion of Christ and his saints. 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



Romans xi. 26. 

There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and ibaU 
turn away nngodlineii from Jacob. 

Whatever donbls mifiht have been entertained re- 
specting the falfitiueDt of this prediction as 
lained in the prophecies of laaiali, those doubts ars' 
to us, who believe the New Testament to be the ii 
spired writing of the Holy Ghost, all removed. We' 
have iorallible evidence that tlie prediction is 
fu Id lied. 

In the 9th, lOtb and 11th chapters of this cpistls, 
written to the Romans, who then possessed the raling 
Gentile empire of the world, the apostle gives a n 
inslrnctive and practical view of the dispensation! 
God towards Jew and Gentile: illustratia^ oonti-' 
nuall; thus Ihegreat doctrine of his epistle, salvation 
by the grace of God in Christ Ihrongh faith ;~Ckrist 
being the end of the law for rigliteovsneu to every one 
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that helieveth. He theo shews how the Jews stam- 
bled at this stambliog-stone, and because of anbelief 
were broken off; and thence exhorts us not to be 
high-minded, but fear. 

He farther declares that theyt if they abide not in 
unbelief, shall be grafted in ; God being able to graft . 
them in again ; and after shewing the probability of 
it, proceeds to assure us that all Israel shall be saved, 
grounding it on the prediction of Isaiah, quoted in 
my text, As it is written, there shall come out of Zion 
the Deliverer^ and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob, 

May the Holy Spirit graciously assist us, while we 
consider, — 

I. The glorious title of Christ. 
II. The Zion from which he comes, 

III. The Resurrection of his saints as connected with 
his return, 

IV. The mighty work which he will perform for 
Israel* 

I. The glorious title of Christ. He is the 
Deliverer of his people. 

In the passage quoted in Isaiah, he is called Re- 
deemer; here it is. Deliverer. The apostle uses a 
word comprehended in Redeemer ; but having a more 
special reference to a deliverance yet to come; not 
only from their lengthened unbelief and hardness, of 
heart, but also from the last great tribulation through 
which they have yet to pass. 

In considering this title of Deliverer, notice the 
grounds which he has to this title. They are many. 

1. The great atonement which he has made. 
There is one Mediator between God and Man, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. Here is the 
great and fundamental truth on which all the hopes 
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of sinners are built. There is a Tull, sufficient obla- 
tion, piopitialiou, and satisfaction made by bis oi 
oblation of himself, once offered for Ibe sins of the 
nhole nortd. We proclaiui to every human being, 
redemption through hit blood, the forgitientst of tini ac- 
cording to thtTitha of hit grace. What a precioos 
truth is thisto he made known to all men. Xepmt- 
ance and remission of tint in hit name, to be preached 
smen^ alt naliom — to the Jew first, and alio t 
Greek. The murderers and cruciliers of the Redeemer 
are first of all to have this propitiation for their sina 
prnclalmed even to them. What an ilLuslration of 
the grace of the gospel is here. O may we truly con- 
fide on it, and cleave to it with all onr hearts ! 

S. The wdbk of cracb which he carrjbs on. 
He redeemelh vtfrom all iniqvily, thai he might purifjf 
lu unto himaelfa peculiar people zealous of good work*. 
As to the price paid, redemption was completed ia 
the death of Jesus on the tree I as to Ibe effect to be 
prodaced, the Redeemer is still carrying on his work, 
delivering us from the power of aiD.i daily. I knoto, 
says Job. thai my Itedeemer liveth. Yes, he lives to 
give ns his Holy Spirit, He is exalted as a prince and a 
Saviour to give repentance unto Israel, and remittion of 
tint. He promises to his people, / tcill ransom Ihei 
from the power of the grave. I tcill redeem them froi 
death. O death, I will be thy ptai/ae ! O grave. I will 
he thy destruction ! We have a glorious Redeemer, 
who, amidst all our inflrmities, sinfolofss, dangers, 
templalions, and enemies, proves himself mighig la 
save all that fly to him ; and will never reject them, 
never forsake them, being able lu sane to the ultermotl 
all that come vnia God by him. 

3. The final deliverance of his people. There 
is a gloriotiH deliverance of bis charch fast approach- 
ing, called ihe manifestation of the tons of God, for 
which all creation ia waiting: the redemption of their 
bodies in Ihe day of the resurrection, as Si. Paul says, 
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we also ourselves, which have the first fruits oftheSpiritt 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of the body. 

Bat Isaiah and the apostle seem especially here to 
direct oar attention to Christ; not only to his spiritaal 
redemption, but also to his office, as the Redeemer 
and Deliverer of his people Israel from their 
present anbelief, dispersion, and degradation. This 
deliverance is often predicted in words that cannot 
be applied to any past deliverance. Thus it is said, 
Isa. xi. 11, 12, It shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover 
the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assy- 
ria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, 
and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an 
ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of 
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth. So glorious shall this 
redemption be, that the deliverance from Egypt shall 
be lost in its blaze of glory, and, ceasing to be re- 
ferred to, it shall be said, the Lord liveth that brought 
up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and 
from all lands whither he had driven them, and I trill 
bring them again into their land that I gave unto their 
fathers.. Jer. xvi. 15. Here indeed is a work yet to 
fill the whole world with admiration. The frait of 
this deliverance is, the Jews are made the first pat- 
tern of a rigbteoas nation, keeping the truth — thy 
people shall be all righteous; or, as Isaiah puts it, they 
shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, 
and thou shalt be called, sought out, a city not forsahen. 
Such is the glorious title of Christ, the Redeemer of 
Israel. 

II. The Zion from which he comes. 
You will observe a striking change from the lan- 
guage of Isaiah in the quotation by the apostle. 
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Isaiah says, the Redeemer ikall come to Zion; the 
apostle aajs, he shall come out of Zion. Zuch altera- 
tiana am not unfrcquent in New Testament quota- 
tions from Ibe Old. What is the key to tbem? 

The Holy Ghost, in quoliag his otro words, eD- 
larges his own instruction, and gives farther informa- 
tioQ agreeably to the varied ci re nms lances of the 

In the time of SI. Paul, the Redeemer had been to 
the earthly ZioD; had snlTcred there for us, and had 
gone to the heavenly Zion; and now he leads our 
bearts to the hope of his return. 

Let us notice these things more fully. 

1. The earthly Zio«-is a type of the heavenly. 
It has all along been so designed. While the 18th 
Psalm, for instance, applies to the literal Zion in the 
first instance, it has a 1arj;eDess of expression only 
realised in the heavenly. Beautiful for situation, Ike 
jof of the uihole earth, it Mount Zion ; on the aide* of 
Ike north Ike eity of the great Kiitg, God is known in 
her palates for a refuge. Walk about Zion, and go 
round about her : and tell the towers thereof , Mark ye 
well her bulwark*, consider her palaces ; that ye may teU 
it to the generations following. For tkii God u our God 
for ever and ever ; lie will be our guide unto death. The 
earthly Zioa rejeeted ils Lord and King when be 
appeared, and we have then opened more fully to 
ns the heavenly. Thus all Christians here are de- 
scribed as come to the foot of this eternal and hea- 
venly Zion. Ye are not eome to the Mount that might 
he touched ; hut ye are eome to Mount Zion, and unta 
the city of the lieing God, the heavenly Jerutnlem ; to 
the general assembly and ckurch uf the first bom, whote 
names are written in heaven. Hence St. Paul tells the 
Galatians, that the Jerutalem which is abime, is free, 
tokieh is the mother of us all. And the promise made to 
theovercomer in the Phlladelphian church is, 7u;i7^ 
write upan him the name of the dig of my God, tckich is 
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New Jerusalemf which eometh down out of heaven from 
my God, It is clear, therefore, that the earthly Zion 
was designed also to represent and shadow forth the 
heavenly Zion. 

We may farther notice that our Lord is now in the 
HEAVENLY ZiON. Hc'was Seen ascending into hea- 
ven by his apostles ; they were assured by the angels 
that he was gone there, and there the Lion of the tribe 
ofJudah, the root of David, was beheld by the inspired 
John. He is represented to as there also as having 
with him in the heavenly Mount, his sealed and de- 
parted saints and servants : I looked, and lo a Lamb 
stood on the Mount Zion, and with him an hundred and 
forty-four thousand, having his JFather*s name written 
on their foreheads. These are they which follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from 
among men, being the first fruits unto God and the 
Lamb, It is, then, clear that our Lord is now in the 
heavenly Zion, gathering to the paradise above his 
saints ; all who have departed are now with Christ, 
in a far better state than daring their abode on earth. 
Phil. i. 23. 

We farther learn his future return. He shall 
come out of Zion, This is the great hope of his church, 
brought before us in very many forms in the New 
Testament. Plainly he foretold this while he was yet 
on earth. Thus, on the Mount of Olives he assured 
the disciples. Then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
Man in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth shall 
mourn ; and they shall see the Son of Man come in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory^ So 
he assured the high priest who condemned him. 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
This is what the disciples were assured of first of all, 
on his ascension. This same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven. This is ever represented 
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by the holy apostles, as tlie great hope of his ohorah. 
SI. PqqI says. Looking for that blened hope, and Iht 
gloriotu ajipearing of l&e great God and our Savioto' 
Jaui Christ. Again he say.i, Far our convrrsalion it 
in heaven, front ichenct alio jce look for the SavioVT, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And farlher he testifies, When 
Chrilt, who is our life, thall appear, then shall i/e also 
appear with him in glor^. Si. John says, We Anew that 
when he shall appear tee shall be lihe him, far ufe thall 
tee him as he it; and he that hath this hope in hint puri- 
fielh himself even as he it pure. St. Peirr bids us to 
hope to the end, far the grace that is to be brought to ut 
at the revelation of Jesvs Christ, No one can hafe 
aearched the New Testament without seeing that the 
fnlure return of our Saviour ont of iho heavenly Zion 
is ever presented as the animating mollve for all holy 
tempers, Chritilian graces, self-saorifice, devotedness 
to God, aad deadness to (he present world. 

Oh that the Lord may more and more revive this 
hope in his church, and preserve ns from that state 
of mind which he so explicitly condemns, and which 
leads any man to think or to say, Mg Lord delayeth hit 
coming! May you, like the Corinthians, came behitid 
in no gift, mailing for the coming of our Lord Jesut 
Christ. 

III. The itEsuBRr.cTioH of his saints as coh- 

KECTED WITH HIS RETUHN. 

The prophet Daniel has distinctly connected a re- 
surrection to glory with the last deliverance of the 
people of Israel. And at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be tcrilten in the hook. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, tome to everlasting life, and some la shame 
laut everlasting contempt. Dan. xii. 1, S. And the 
prophet Ezekicl may include a literal reHurrecliou of 
the believing saints,* a.i well as a national resurree- 
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tioD of Israel, in that remarkable vision of the valley 
of dry bones. Ezek. xxxvii. He descends from 
heaven, and it is the day of resurrection of the saints, 
and the first step in the judgment ^of the qaick and 
of the dead. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

How unspeakably important then to every human 
being this coming out of Zion will be I How astound- 
ing and dreadful to a careless world ! How animat- 
ing and enrapturing to his waiting people 1 Prepared 
for it by many running to and fro, and knowledge being 
increased: gathering fresh oil of divine truth in their 
lamps : from searching the scriptures instructed by 
the ensign of the returning Jews (Isaiah xi. 12), and 
awakened by it as by the sound of a trumpet (Isaiab 
xviii. 3), the children of light and the children of the 
day are no longer sleeping as do others. The brethren 
of Christ will not be in darkness, that that day should 
overtake them as a thief. 1 Thess. v. The times and 
the seasons will be so unfolded, that while none of the 
wicked shall understand, the wise shall understand, Dan. 
xii. 10. Roused by the cry, Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh (Matt, xxv.) ; and warned by his own words. 
Behold, I come as a thief, blessed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his 
shame, his people prayerfully and watchfully, believ- , 
ingly and joyfully prepare to meet him, and are ready 
when he comes. 

How magnificently glorious will be their instant 
translation to his joyful presence! The scriptures 
labour to call our attention to it. Thus the apostle 
speaks to the Corinthians, Behold I shew you a mys- 
tery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet s/iall sound, and the dead shall be raised 

inary meaning, to encoarage the desponding Jews; and to predict 
both their restoration after the captivity, and also the recovery of 
Jadahand Israel from their present continued dispersions. Bat it 
was also a dear intibnatioa of the resurrection of the dead." 



incorruptible, and Km ahall be changed. For thii eor- 
rupliile must put on incorraption, and thii mortal mutt 
put OH iotmortBiilj/, 1 Cor. xt. SI, S2. 

In similar tangoBRe he tells the Tfacssaloaiatis, For 
thii we iay unto ymi by the irord of the Lord, that we 
vhieh are alive and remain unto the comhiy of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the JLord 
himself shall descend from heaven with <t ihout, leilk ike 
voice of the archangel, and tiiilh the trump of God, and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first : Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be eauyht up together with them 
in Ike cloudi, to meet the Lard in the air, and fo shall uw 
ever be with the Lord; wherefore comfort one another 
with these words. 

All who are then prepared, a!l who are then look- 
ing for him, all who are waiting for his retarn, (1 Cor. 
i. 7. Phil. ii. 20. 1 Thesa. i. 10. Tilasii. 13. Heb. 
ix. 28) whether amon5 Jews or GeniilcB, will be de- 
livered from the comiDg- wralh, and partake of the 
great salvation. To them we may saj, God katk not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain, salvation by our 
Lord JesKs Christ. IThess. v.9. How earnestly, then, 
ought we to warn you to flee from the wrath to come ,' 
How fervently ought we to press yoa tojight the good 
fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. 

Oh, realize thia great day of the Lord ; hark to the 
last sound of the trampet, listen to the voiceof the 
Son of God calling the dead to come forth ; see the 
graves open, and each saint, casting off all Ibe in- 
tegaments of eorruptian and mortality, and clothed 
as the Son of God was clothed on the moont of trans- 
figuration, with a face shining as the sun, and raiment 
white as the light, rises with majestic splendoar 
from the earth 1 While wc are gazing with delight 
on the glorious scene, we find, quick as thought, the 
transfiguration wrought on ourselves, and we ascend 
with them, leaving earth far behind, and transported 
at once, with all his saints, before him, in whose 
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presence is falness of joy, a joy never to be lost, 
never to be left. O glorious day! O immortal 
company ! O happy believer ! O everlasting bless- 
edness, who does not long to share it ! who will not 
straggle to attain that which God himself has pro- 
mised to bestow ! 

O unhappy world, left in the darkness that may be 
felt ! Then darkness indeed covers the whole earth, 
and gross darkness the people. Bat in the midst of 
that darkness, and in the midst of the last tribalation 
connected with it, the voice comes forth to Zion, Arite^ 
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee ; for behold the darhness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darhness the people, but the LZrd 
shall arise upon tliee, and his glory shall be seen upon 
thee. 

Let as proceed to consider the work of grace to be 
then wrought for Israel. 

III. The mighty work which he will perform 
FOR Israel. 

We may observe here again a remarkable change 
in the quotation from the prophecy of Isaiah. Isaiah 
says, he shall come unto them that turn from transgreS' 
sion in Jacob, St. Paul says, Ae shall turn away tin- 
godliness from Jacob. This variation is not without a 
most important and instructive meaning. The con- 
ditional promises of the Old Covenant have become 
sealed by the death of the sacrifice, and changed 
into the unconditional glories of the new covenant. 
Righteousness is the characteristic of the law ; grace 
and truth of the gospel. 

This grace is enlarged upon by the apostle through 
this epistle, and in the verses following my text, he 
says. For this is my covenant with them, when I shall 
take away their sins — they are beloved for the father's 
sake ; for the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. 




vil 1o be removed, Id nliom it ii 
asciibed. and the sun 

1. The evil to be removed. It is ungodlini 
HaviDg; no just fear of the living and true God— 

e and honour of his great i 
idg off tiie llioii|;hts of God ; wUe in their o 
dom; righteous in iLeir own integrilj; godly in their 
own services; stroogin their own strength, and trust- 
ing in their 'own good works. Thus the apostle 
clearly explain.* tlie sin of Israal. Bai Israel, which 
foUoiced after the law afrighteousTuts, hath not attained 
to the lam of righttoiuness. Wherefore 7 beeaute thejf 
sought it not by faith, but at it niei-e by the v!orkt of the 
lait. For they ttumbled nt that itumbling-iKme, In 
pride of heart and sclf-righteousncss they rejected 
the true way of salvation, and so they lost knowledges 
of God and his love, and more and more rebelled 
against him. If Ihey had known the Son they would 
have known the Father also. Here is the righteous 
source of all ihcir misery. It led them to reject 
Christ ; to kill their own Messiah ; to persecute the 
apostles, and to hinder llie propagation of the gospel 
among the Gentiles, till their sins were Blled u 
teratk came upon ihem to the uttermoit. And in thia ] 
state it appear.'* from various prophecies that a 
siderable part of Ihe Jewish nation will return ta ] 
their own land ; remaining in self-righteouBnes 
still rejecting their Messiah, and left in the gros* 4 
darlcncss of sin till it shall please God elTcctually to J 
bring them to repentance, by the spirit of grace and. I 
supplication, and the personal appearance of c 
Lord, Igrning away Iheir ungodliness. 

The removal then of this ungodliness will be the- ^ 
efTcclual step for their' recovery, and opening the I 
spring of all blessings. We may see this in the gra- ' 
cioas purpose of God; he has said. Behold, I ir 
gather them out of all countriei whither J Imve driven -, 
them, in mine anger and in my fury and in great wrath. 
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and I will bring them again into this place, and I wiU 
cause them to dwell safely • Bat temporal promises 
would not insare their blessedness, and therefore 
God adds, They shall he my people, and I will be their 
God; and I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me for ever, I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me. They have 
been, they still are without the true fear of God, and 
in their hardness of heart and self-righteousness they 
have rejected that beloved Son whom they should 
have reverenced; and till ungodliness shall be re- 
moved their misery must continue. 

2. To WHOM THIS UNGODLINESS IS ASCRIBED. It 

is to Jacob. The Jewish nation, the people of Israel. 
That very people who have hitherto boasted of their 
righteousness. They ever sought their own justifi- 
cation. Our Lord had to say to the Pharisees, Ye 
are they which justify yourselves before men, but God 
hnoweth your hearts ; for what is highly esteemed among 
men is abomination in the sight of God. In this spirit, 
the boasting Pharisee went into the temple and 
thanked God that he was not as other men. And 
everywhere the apostles had to oppose and condemn 
this spirit so natural to our fallen hearts. The apos- 
tle Paul entreats the Galatians not to be entangled 
again in the yoke of bondage, and tells them Christ is 
become of no effect unto you. Whosoever of you are 
justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace. This sin 
is most grievous, as it is the rejection of God's love 
in its strongest expression and in its' highest evi- 
dence. After all other methods are tried in vain, the 
lord of the vineyard sent his son, saying, They 
will reverence my son; and the slaying this son calls 
for the destruction of the murderers. To this day this 
self-righteous unbelief remains the besetting sin of 
the Jewish nation. And it is not unlikely that their 
sins may increase to more ungodliness in the last 
days. The prophets shew a time of special wicked- 

N 
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ness bringing od the last trouble of the restored 
Jewish natioD. Tbga Isaiah says. Yea, thetj 
chonn their men wayt, and their soul delighteth in their 
ahominalioni. I alio will ckoose their delasioiu and 
will bring their fears upon l/iem. For 1800 years, aelf- 
TigbteDiisness and unbelief have prevailed over them. 
There mast be then amazing- streD^th and stubborn- 
ness in this evil. The extraordinarj pertinacity and 
hardness with which tbe Jews hnve now for so length- 
ened a. period persevered in their disobedience and 
in the rejection of their Messiah, has been the great 
disc Du rage me nt of Christians in attempting to do 
them good. Wonderful have been the methods which 
God has taken for their recover;. He has destroyed 
their city, dispersed them over tbe earth, made their 
lives bitter, and to hang in doubt in all lands, Thttj 
prophecies made concerning them above 3000 ;ea.rv> 
since have been exactly accomplished ; The fruit af^ 
thy land and all Ihy labours shall a nation wkiek thmi 
hnoKest not, eat up: aitd thou shall be only apprttsed 
and crushed alway ; so that thou shall be mad for the 
sight of thine eyes u>hich thou thalt see. And thou shalt 
become an astonishment, a proverb, and a bye-word among 
all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee. All these 
things have come upon them, because Ihey heark- 
ened not unto the Lord their God ; and especiallj 
because they benrkened not to the words of tbe pro- 
mised prophet raised up from among ihem, and 
speaking to them in the name of their God. Compare 
Dent, xiviii. 33—37, 45, and xviii. 19. Yet stil'' 
they remain as their fathers— a stubborn and rebeUit 

geneiation, a generation that set not their heart ariffi 

Psalm Ixxviii. 8. Wo see with our own eyes " 
tbreateaingg fultilled literally, plainly, openly, e 
tensively over the earth, and this may give ua t 
full assurance that the promises also shall all be 
due time literally and exactly accomplished. 



i 



THE REDEEMER COMING FROM ZION. 179 

Let as proceed then to consider their sure deli- 
verance. 

Oar text is express : The Deliverer shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob. This was the design of his 
first coming, and of the 'first preaching of the gospel 
among them, as Peter tells them, Vnto you first God, 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you^ in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities. Bat 
though remission of sins was preached first at Jerusa- 
lem, and the first and only Christian chc^rches for some 
time, were found among the Jews ; yet as a nation 
they put it from them, and at length were broken o£f, 
with the full hope however of being again taken into 
covenant with God. 

And THE MEANS which God has appointed for this 
end are folly opened to as. 

1. By THE SIGHT OF HIS CROSS. It is the wounded, 
bruised, and crucified Redeemer that is God's grand 
ordinance for the conversion of souls. I, if I be lifted^ 
up, will draw all men unto me. And we are explicitly 
told this respecting the conversion of Israel. They 
shall look upon me whom they liave pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him as one that moumethfor his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him as one that is in bitter^ 
nessfor his first-bom, O imagine the veil at length 
removed from their eyes, and they beholding in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom they crucified and have re- 
jected for 1800 years, their own long-expected, long 
desired, long waited for, and hitherto unknown De- 
liverer, Redeemer, and King. What compunction ! 
What relentings of heart ; what convictions of sin ! 
What godly sorrow working repentance unto salva- 
tion. The deed of the cross has yet to have its 
mightiest display of spiritual power in its saving effi- 
cacy on the people of Israel. 

A farther means is by the cleansing power of 
HIS BLOOD. How eagerly will they then fly to that 
blood, the guilt of which they once in their hardness 

N 2 



uf heart imprecated upon Ihemselvea, Hit blood bt I 
Ttpon u! and an our rhihtren. Now when tfaej see 1 
that this blood alone cicansclh from all sin, with | 
what intense eagerness will tliey apply to i 
wash their robes and make them white in the blood J 
of the Lamb. In that day, it is predicted, there tkuU J 
be afovMain opened to the huuse of David, and to til* I 
inhabitante of Jerutalem, for ain and for uncltanneu. 

How will they turn from all their former oonfi- 1 
denccs, feelin;; their insuDiciency, when contrasted y 
with this eternal redemption, saying with exultation. 
Bow muck more shall the blood of Christ, iiiho through 
the eternal Spirit offered himaelf without spot unto God, 
purge our cantcience from dead works la serve the limny 
God. The blood of the new covenant will be their 
confidence and hope for ever, and thoa Christ at 
length shall be the glory of his people Israel. 

A farther means by wliich lliis great change will 
he wrought is BY the might of the Holy Spirit. 
Let ns ever distinctly see and proclaim that n 
ritnal good can be attained without his assistanoa, 
Thii ii the word of the Lard unto Zerabbabel, Not &y 
might nor by pouxr, frnl by my Spirit, saith the Lord of;. 
hoiti. So we find the whole spiritual blessedness be- 
gins in the piotaise, I will pour upon the home of Davi^ 
and upon t/ie inhabitants if Jerusalem, the spirit q 
grace and if supplication. This is the great promial 
of tbe latter day. Be glad, then, ye children of Zion 
and rejoice in the Lord your God, for he hath given yM 
the former rain moderately, and he toill e, 
riown for you the rain, the farmer rain, and the latttlS 
rain, in the first month. This will elTectually n 
the heart of stone, this will effectually change a 
soften, renew and sanctify. 

Farther, and as a last means, by the fbesehcb 
HIS GLOBY. Many are the promises that Jesns their 
true Messiah will be personally manifested t 
Jews. It was bis own promise, in bis last public 
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discoarse to the maltitode. Ye shall not see me hence~ 
forth, till ye shall say. Blessed U he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. The predictions of his glorious 
presence are many. Zechariah says, His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east, Ezekiel, after describing 
the new temple, says, Behold, the glory of the God of 
Israel came from the way of the east, and his voice was 
lihe a noise of many waters, and the earth shined with 
his glory, Isaiah predicts, I will make the place of 
my feet glorious, Zephaniah foretells, The Lord hath 
taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy. 
The King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of 
thee. Thou shalt not see evil any more. The Lord thy 
God in the midst of thee is mighty ; he will save, he will 
rejoice over thee with joy ; he will rest in his love ; he 
will joy over thee with singing. 

The New Testament confirms all this, with the as- 
surance of the angel Gabriel to the Virgin. The 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David, and he shall reign over the house of Jacob, and 
of his kingdom tliere shall be no end. And when this 
mighty work is accomplished, with what rapturous 
hosannas will the Jewish nation sing those psalms 
already prepared for their nse, and call upon each 
other, O sing unto the Lord a new song, for he hath done 
marvellous things ; his right hand and his holy arm hath 
gotten him the victory. The Lord hath made known his 
salvation, his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the 
sight of the heathen. He hath remembered his mercy 
and truth towards the house of Israel, All the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God, 

Such are the full testimonies of the sure deliver- 
ance of Israel, and of the means by which it is ac- 
complished. It is our happiness as well as our duty 
to concur in this great design of God's love, and to 
aid now in saying to the daughter of Sion, Behold, 
thy Saviour cometh. What a privilege it is to be per- 
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mitted then to be fellow- workers in this largeness 
and fulness of God's love to them, and through them 
to the whole human race. All other schemes of 
bringing men to the knowledge of Christ, however 
largely blessed in particular instances, and clear as 
our duty may be to engage in them, will not be uni- 
versally successful, seeing God has reserved the 
fulness of the Jews to be the riches of the Gentiles ; 
and as their casting away was the reconciling of the 
world, so has he further purposed that the receiving 
of them shall be life from the dead to the world. In 
this conviction let us joyfully aid all truly scriptural 
efforts of love for their salvation. 



DISCOURSE X. 

THE JEWS BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE. 

[Prkachko at St. John's Efiscofal Crafbl, in Eoinburob, 

IdAT 19, 18S9.] 

ZeCH. XII. 10. 

And I will pour vpon the house of David^ and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem^ the spint of grace and of 
supplications t and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced^ and they shall mourn for him as one 
moumeth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for him as one that is in bitterness for his first-bom. 

The prophecies of scripture have a general and a 
special purpose. The general purpose is to teach 
some great doctrine, promise, or duty, applicable to 
believers in all places and at all times. The especial 
purpose is to reveal some distinct fact of God's pro- 
vidence, in which that doctrine, promise, or duty, is 
specially manifested. 

The verse from which my text is taken contains a 
rich promise of grace, with a general view of the 
cause and effects of true repentance. It also con- 
tains a special prophecy of Israel's cont^rsion in the 
time to come. 



OIBOOUBSB X. 

May tbe divine Spirit here promiaed be largely 
^ven to us, wbile we consider tbe blessed subject. 
I. Theiovrce of UraeVs mni.erjion. 
II. The object of Israel's contemplalion. 
III. TkeiT godly sorrow, 

I. The source of Israel's conversion. 
I will pour vpon the hoiue of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and ofsappli- 

Here notice : 

1, The gift of the spirit of God. Here only 
is tbe soorce of true couversioD to God. A grand 
mistake men in general make here, as if they coold 
convert themselves to God whenever they pleased. 
And DO doubt so far ibis is true, that the eulire blame 
of tbeir not being converted rests wholly upon them- 
selves. Tbis is clear, nben God commands them, 
Cast away your transgressions tnherehg ye have trant- 
gressed, and fiiahe you a new heart and a neu> spirit, for 
why mil ye die, O house of Israel? Ye will not, aa.ya oar 
Lord bimself, oome mito me that ye miiy have life. Thty 
haled knowledge, says Solomon, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord ; they would none of my counsel, Iheg 
despised all my reprooft, therefore shall they eat qf the 
fruit of their own way, and be Jilted with their own de- 

And, yet, still salvation is so wbolly of grace, Ibat 
itiinot of him that willeth, nor of him thai runneth, but 
of God that theweth mercy. Our Saviour tesli6es : iVti ' 
man can come to me except the Father dram him, and I 
will raise him up at the last day. As it it written in the 
prophets; and they shall be all taught of God; every 
man therefore that hath heard amj learned of the Father 
Cometh unto me. 
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thing of our God, does not rejoice that the power of 
conversion is wholly in his hand ? What Christian 
that has been converted does not delight to ascribe it 
all to sovereign grace and love ? 

Such is our aversion to the things of God, such oar 
weakness in them, — so mighty are the impediments 
raised by the world, the flesh, and the devil, that our 
only comfort is in divine power new creating us — in 
the workmanship of God within us. To be born of 
the Spirit, to be thus made new creatures in Christ, 
is that all-important, really spiritual, divine, and 
lasting change, without which we cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

Every promise, then, of the Spirit of God should 
be unspeakably precious to us. 

2. The offices which he sustains. — We have 
two ofSces here set before us. 

The Spirit of Grace, — A most blessed title of the 
Holy Spirit, shewing us how good and gracious he is 
in himself; how he delights to reveal the grace and 
loving kindness of God to man ; and that he is the 
source of all grace in man. We have too little rea- 
lized the eJEceeding love of the Holy Ghost to man. 
The love of the Father is clear, he spared not his Son; 
the love of the Son is clear, he died for us; and so let 
the love of the divine Spirit be equally clear to us. O 
how much he has done for us ; how ready he is to do 
all things in us ! Who was it raised up all the right- 
eous men of old to be our patterns ? Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, pro- 
phets, kings, apostles, martyrs, in every age : Who 
was it raised them up to maintain the truth for us? 
The Holy Ghost. Who inspired the whole Bible in 
every jot and tittle ? The Holy Ghost. By whom 
did the Virgin Mary conceive our divine Redeemer ? 
By the power of the Holy Ghost. Who raised him 
from the dead ? He was quickened by the Spirit. 
Who called forth witnesses in each age of the church 




of Christ; Christian fathers, Waldenses, Lnilardst 
Reformers, Puritans, and faithfnl men to this day! 
The Holy Ghost lias thus blessed the world, and con- 
veyed to us the troths of God. And is be not the 
spirit of grace? Who convinces of sin, enlightens 
the mind, quickens, regenerates, converts, sanctiftes, 
consoles, and produces in us all the fruits of right- 
eonsness? The Holy Gliost. Well then is he called 
the Spirit of grace. O mny you feel its truth in your 

Eqaally also is he the Spirit of Supplicatioh. 
All real prayer is entirely bis work in the heart. Wt 
know not tchal lo praif for ai vie ought ; but the Boig 
Spirit helpelh our infirmitiei, end maketh interceitiim 
for vt. This be does in a vast variety of ways, first 
shewing us our great sinfulness, need, and danger ; 
then shewing us what fulness of grace there is pro- 
vided for us. He it is who discovers to us the throne 
of grace set up for us, and with what freedom grace 
may be obtained on asking: be enlarges oor desires 
after he has thus prepared our hearts, — supplies us 
with cries and fervent desires, — puts words, and 
pleas, and arguments into our mouths, and strength 
into our souls, to continue seeking. O may yoH 
know, my dear brethren, each in your 
what *Ae fervent effectual prai/er of a righli 
—what it is to receive faith, and waiting, and long- 
ing, and striving in prayer fron) bim ; in short, what 
it is to pray in ihe Holy Gliail .' 

His ocTPOUHiNG on Ibbael. Many are the gra- 
cious promises thus made, particularly to the Jews. 
See especially Isaiah xliv. 1 — 6, Yet now hear, O 
Jacob nty servant, and Itraelwhom I hate choien. Tkiu 
lailh the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from Ikm 
womb, ichieh mill help thee ; fear not, O Jacob, my tir^i 
vant, and thoa Jetarmt whom I have chosen ; for /*'' 
uyitl pour water vpon him thai it thirity, andfloode upon 
the rfry ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy teed. 
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and my hlesnng on thine offspring. And theD there 
follows a description of the blessed effjpcts produced 
by it. So again, Joel ii. 23, Be glad then, ye children 
of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God, for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause 
to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month. Bat there is here a 
more special application of the promise to the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerasalem ; and no 
doabt this will also have a literal falfilment. In the 
time mentioned both in Ezra (ii. 23) and Nehemiah 
(vii. 65), when the priest shall stand up with Urim and 
Thummim, the genealogies of the families shall all be 
divinely revealed, and the house of David clearly 
distinguished from others as the royal line of princes. 
The inhabitants of Jerusalem, also, as dwelling in 
the chief city, and most exposed in the last trials of 
the Jews, seem to be the first blessed. What a type 
has the divine Spirit here furnished us with of those 
brought into the family of the Messiah. See the 
sons of David, Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah ; 
and see the first followers of David, every one that 
was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and 
every one that was discontented, gathered themselves 
unto him; (1 Samuel xxii* 2.) and learn, oh learn, 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to us sinners. 
Truly of our Lord Christ was it said, this man re- 
ceiveth sinners and eateth with them. And what were 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem when our Lord was 
crucified? Those who said, ^ira^ with him, crucify 
him, his blood be on us and on our children, O won- 
drous grace, that for such our Lord prayed on the 
cross, and on such the Lord should pour out of his 
Spirit, and bestow the riches of his grace ! Let us 
never think there is a Jew so prejudiced, so guilty, 
as to be beyond the reach of this infinite love. Let 
us never think our sins have placed us beyond the 
reach of his pardoning mercy, and the fullest out- 
pouring of his grace. 
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e pricked h 



Ikeir htarti, and laid. Men and brethren, ahat ihall ve 
dot and were baptized in the name or Christ. Bat 
the large mass of the nalioa rejected him. The fall 
ODtpoariog of the Spirit is jet to come. 

Our prophecy also is clearly connected with other 
times jet unarrivcd ; wheo alt nations, as we read in 
the former verses, shall come against Jerusalem ; when 
Jerusalem shall he a burdensome stone to all people, 
and all that burden themselves with it shall be cut to 
piaret. The Jews are jel to be restored — restored 
mainljin an uncoDverted stale.* The nations of the 
earth arc jet to join together in a war against the 
Jens, and in a future siege of Jerusalem, and tfaeir 
armies to perish there. These things are fullj de- 
scribed here, and in the 38th and 39th of Ezekiel, 
and in the 3rd Joel : aa also in their heavenly as- 
pect iu (he book of Revelation. This is the war of 
Armageddon, as described In the 19th of Revelation. 
And at this time, probably now very rapidly ap- 
proaching, shall be fulfilled the prcdiotion, Ezek. 
sxxix. 28, Then shall they know that lam the Lord 
their God, vrhich caused them to he led into eaptivilg 
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among the heathen, but I have gathered them into their 
own landf and have left none of them any more there^ 
(not one Jew ungathered from the heathen). Neither 
will I hide my face any more from them, for I have 
poured out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith 
the Lord God, Nothing can be more clear than that 
these predictions have yet to be accomplished. In 
every Jew sojourning in a Gentile land, we behold it 
unfulfilled. 

II. The object of Israel's contemplation. 

They shall look on me whom they have pierced. 

As soon as the Spirit is given to them, at once they 
look to Jesus. This corresponds to the office of the 
Divine Spirit, as described by our Lord, John xvi. 
If I depart, I will send the Comforter to you. And 
when he is come he will convince the world of sin, and of 
righteousness and of judgment. He shall glorify me, 
for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 
Notice, 

1. The PRESENT object of THE jews' EXPEC- 
TATION. — How long are they fallen ! On what gro- 
velling objects do they now fix their minds. They 
all look to their own way, every one for his gain from his 
quarter. They are a proverb and a bye-word for 
their covetousness, and degradation, and miserable 
employments. The precious sons of Zion, comparable 
to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, 
the work of the hands of the potter. They desire still 
a merely visible kingdom, and an earthly glory, and 
to have a worldly pre-eminence above all nations. 
Spiritual blessedness, righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost, is little in their thoughts. Their 
guilt in rejecting the IVfessiah is yet wholly unac- 
knowledged by them as a nation. They still count 
Jesus, their own Messiah, a deceiver. When they 
are again in part restored also, they will still be in a 
self-righteous state. They are regarded, in the 66th 
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of Isaiah, as building a temple, and glorying in it; as 
making tbcir sacrilices, and trusting in Ibem ; Yea 
they have chuien, aaya the Lord by Isaiah, iheir 
vjaya, and their saul delighted in their abominations ; X 
alio will choose their deliuions, and bring their fe 
vpoK them. Following tbeir false Christs, false teach- 
ers and leaders, and expecting mere carnal and 
eartbly glories, their last troubles come upon them, 
exceeding even their fonner troables, so that two- 
thirds are described as cut off, and the third part 
only, brought to a real repentance in this laslfornace 
of aftlictioD, al length call on the Lord, and are full; 
saved from tbcir enemies. 

2. The entire change which is 
— It begins in the spirit of prayer, 
greatness of their trouble. As Ji 
Alaiyfor that day ia great, so that none il like if ; 11 if 
the time of Jacob's ti'ouble, but he shall be saved out of 
it. Jer. XXX. 7, And be afterwards (xxxi. 9.) tells 
us bow, saying, 1'hey shall come with tieeping, and 
Kilh supplications will I lead them. As they first re- 
jected Moses, and then he became their deliverer 
and their glory, when they put themselves under his 
charge i so will il be as to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He who is now counted as a deceiver, is yet to he the 
glory of bis people Israel. His kingdom now is dis- 
regarded because it is an inward kingdom, veiled and 
hidden from the eyes of men, and which, without 
conversion, cannot be truly discerned: except a maii 
he bm-n again he cannot see the kingdom of God. It 
will then be seen in its real excellence, full of 
spiritual blessedness and heavenly glory; for the Jews 
will have the stony heart removed, a heart of flesh 
given ; a new heart and a new spirit put within them. 
O what a veil of darkness will be removed, what 
scales of darkness will fall from their eyes, when 
they behold the long-rejected and despised Jesus as 
their own, their true, their ever-glorious Messiah? 
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How it will open all the beauties and glories of the 
divine character to them! What a reality it will 
give to their types and sacrifices ! What a view of 
the abomination of self-exaltation, of self-righteoas- 
ness, and pride ! What a preparation for their being 
a peculiar treasure unto God above all people, a kingdom 
of priests, and a holy nation! And then how great 
the glories of their future state ! The scriptures la** 
hour for figures and expressions to describe it. Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come, and the ghny of the Lord is 
risen upon thee. Thou shalt be a eroum of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy 
God, I will make you a name and d praise among all 
the people of the earth, , 

Their view of Christ's atonement is, how- 
ever, specially pointed out as the great object of their 
contemplation. And no wonder. Jehovah himself 
says. They shall look upon me (O think of that won- 
derful Me) whom they have pierced. Where can a 
sight be beheld comparable to this. The Lord of vlH 
worlds in a human form ! What grace and conde- 
scension thus to humble himself! The Lord of all 
worlds, in this form, nailed to the tree by his own 
creatures, his own people, whom he came specially 
to save and to bless, to exalt and to honour! This 
object then attracts every eye; just as in the time of 
the deep trouble of the brethren of Joseph in Egypt, 
their conscience flashed in their faces, and they said 
one to another. We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul when he 
besought us, and we would not hear, therefore is this dis- 
tress come upon us. But O how much more will it 
affect them when, not a brother merely, but their own 
eagerly- expected and long waited-for Messiah, their 
Lord and their King, as well as their brother, whom 
they valued at thirty pieces of silver, the price of a 
slave (Exod. xxi. 32), and crowned with thorns, beat 
with stripes, spit upon, reviled, stripped naked, and 
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fixed with nails to Ibe tree, and tbus pierced, and I 
acorned, and cracified, they killed the Prince of Life 1 
—when (his despised one is seen lo be their God, | 
their own God and Saviour, and then behold him 
personally and visibly in his glorified hDmanity. i 
Matt. xxvi. 61. Rev. 1. 7. 

And tben Ihcy contemplate all this anffering o 
pait as a sacrifice to put away their sins. While i 
Ihey gaze on their once wounded Savioar, at length 1 
they will say, He waa vioundedfor our tranigresiiom, 
fie was hrmsedfor oar iniquities, the ckasliiement ofm 
peace Kai vpon him, and with his ttripa we are htalad. 
They will behold a full atonement made Tor (heir own 
sins, and for all am of ail men. They will say, what 
the beloved disciple who stood by the cross while he 
was pierced has said, He it the ■propitiation for o> 
lim, and not for our» only, but alto for the tins of tha 1 
vihole world. 

Their memory of national guilt will tben b 
abiding, humbling, and quickening. How often ia J 
the scriptures is this view of Israel brought before | 
us. Tbe goodness of God humbling them, and efi. ; 
fectnatly at last bringing them to true repentance^ J 
That thou taayelt rnnember and be confounded, i 
never open thy mouth any more, when I am padded (»• I 
tuard thee for all that lliau hast done, taith the LonI,.J 
Esek. xvi. 63. Ye shall loathe youTiehn. 
light, far all your evih that ye have committed. Ezekt , 
XX. 43. 

O brethren, what a lesson is this to us Gentiles, 
not to neglect Christ and his salvation, as the Jews 
hare done, lest our guilt be greater than theirs, aod 
our punishment and our misery parallel with theirs. 
Remember how, in allnsion to this very piercing of 
Christ, it is foretold, not only with reference to tbe 
Jews, but to all nations. Behold, he cometh with eloudt, 
and every eye shall see him, they also which pierced him, 
and all kindreds of the earth ihall wail beeauie of him. ^ 
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The world's redemption is not by its goodness, but in 
the conYiction of its vile ingratitude towards its only 
and Divine Saviour. 

III. Their godly sorrow. 

And they shall mourn far him as one mournethfor his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as one that 
t# tit bitterness for his first-born. 

The source of this Godly sorrow is a pierced 
Immanuel, a view of Christ crucified applied to the 
heart by the Spirit of gprace : and none other but a 
pierced Saviour can realise this promise to Jew or to 
Gentile. Jesus of Nazareth nailed to the tree and 
pierced, is therefore clearly the Messiah predicted 
here. He alone is God and man ; he alone is the 
Son of David who was pierced by the Jews. They 
shall see this, they shall feel this; and O what com- 
punctions of heart will the knowledge of it really 
felt give to them ! They shall mourn for him, as 
having suffered by their sin ; that they by wicked 
hands crucified and slew him. Their national guilt 
in crucifying Christ will be the great spring of their 
national sorrow at their conversion. It is the feeling 
of deepest grief in the sufferings of the most beloved 
object. When David had committed his fearful 
crimes of adultery and murder, all other sins were 
lost in the blaze of his ingratitude to God, and rebel- 
lion against him, so that he exclaims. Against thee, 
thee onli/t have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight ; 
so will the Jews in this day view their sin in crucify- 
ing their beloved Messiah. And say not the Jews 
now living had no hand in it. It is. a sin continued 
to the present day, and by the present generation, not 
only by the saying of their forefathers, his blood be 
on us, and on our children, but also by their own yet 
persevered-in rejection of Christ. O how will they 
apply David's words and say. Deliver me from blood- 
guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation, and my 

o 



tongue thall ting etoud of thy righieoumtu. The deed ] 
of (he cross baa yel to exert its liveliest power in 
dacing- godl; sorrow ia the Jewish natioD. 

The depths of this sorrow deserve also oni 
coasideration : as one moumeth for kU only tan. Christ 
is the ODly begotten Sod of God. Christ ia the first- 
born of many brethren, and they bring now all those 
tender relations into their own sympathies and feel- 
ings : and in the strength of such love, aggravate 
their own past sinfulness in their minds, and imbitter 
their sorrows, just as we see persons do in deep 
and real grief, dwelling on every thing that increases 
their sorrow. The way in which they now view Jesns 
is, he is dear to us as an only son : He is emphati- 
cally indeed and pre-eminently, as louchingtbo flesh, 
the son of the Jew ; then shall they acknowledge it 
ia of hira their prophet speaks — Unto tu a child ii bom, 
unto EM a Sun ii given. O yes, the glory of Israel is 
Jesns of Nazareth, and his very name among them 
shall be David, the beloved. And Ibcir eighteen hun.- 
dred years' rejection of him, and the deed which 
tbeJr forefathers did to him, and they have so long 
approved, shall at length till them with the intense 
sorrow of a parent weeping for anonly son. They 
have in past days thus mourned on account of their 
national judgments. Jer. vi. 26. Amos viii. 10. But 
this their last sorrow here predicted is not the sorrow 
of the world, that worketh death, but a ^(id^^ sorrow 
that tEorheth repentance unto lalvation not to be repented 
of: deep bitterness there is in it, aa for the flrsl-born ; 
but it is like the bitter weeping of Peter when he 
went out from denying his Lord, wbiob precede!. 
complete restoration. Most extensive it is; eaoh 
family weeps apart, and their wives, and it reaches 
families of families; but it is followed by a fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness, and the full recovery: 
of Israel. 

Its fruit ia most blessed. How the evangelical 
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prophet speaks, when, with such redoubled earnest- 
ness, he is taught to cry, Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
people ; speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 
her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, for she hath received of the Lords hands dou' 
hie for all her sins. Blessed is the fruit that flows 
from this mourning. Israel becomes, instead of a 
proud, self-righteous nation, humble, meek, and 
lowly. Israel becomes, instead of a self-justifying 
nation, a nation acknowledging its sinfulness, and 
justifying only God; instead of a bitter, persecuting 
enmity towards other nations, Israel becomes a nation 
full of zeal to spread the good tidings of the dying 
Saviour to all the world. Instead of hatred of Christ 
and his name, his truth and his people, Israel be- 
comes full of ardent attachment to Jesus, and of the 
largest love to every human being. Instead of har- 
dening their hearts in unbelief, they become the most 
confiding of all nations in the truth of God. Instead 
of being remarkable for a revolting heart, they alone 
of all the nations revolt and backslide no more, and 
remain the camp of the saints and the beloved city, in 
the midst of the last apostacy, before the final judg- 
ment of all the dead. Righteousness and love be- 
come their stamped character for ever. Such is the 
fruit of their godly sorrow in spiritual graces, and 
blessedness to themselves. 

And what its fruit is in their national honour and 
exaltation, and what its fruit is in l>lessedness to the 
whole earth, is the theme of many an inspired pro- 
phecy from Genesis to Revelation. The Redeemer 
has then a throne on which he can sit, — a nation over 
whom he can reign, — a city in which he can dwell,— 
and the name of the city shall be, the Lord is there ; for 
Jerusalem shall be the city of the great King, and the 
whole earth shall be filled with his glory. 

But I must hasten to bring before you the rich 
PRACTICAL LESSONS with which this subject abounds. 

02 
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1. The Spihitual use of tbb Doctrine of the 
Trinity. — This doctrine here is very apjiareDt. All 
ibe power of the proplieGf is in Jesas being- Jehovab, 
All the change in the Jewish nation is bj the Spirit 
poured out upon them. All apirilnal blessiogs have 
their soarce in the Father's love. The Trinity comes, 
not merely as a theory, bnt with a rich cluster of 
blessings; not merely in the New Testament — it b 
ioterwoTen with all the prophecies and promises of 
the sacred volume. It is fall of nnclion and com- 
fort, fnll of practical nse and daily benefit. 

2. Prayer fob the outpouhino of God's Spibit 
is a practical lesson clearly taught us liere. Why is 
Ibe promise given, but to lead to prayer? I will yet 
for this be enqaired of by the house of Israel to do it 
for them. 

And, truly blessed is the thought that God is now 
leading both Jews and Gentiles to prayer, for those 
blessiogs which God has promised to the Jews, and 
which, all Christians long that they should have. 

3. Faith in Christ crucified is a practical les- 
son taught with great distinctness in this passage. 
As when the Jews beheld the brazen serpent, lifted 
up on the pole in the wilderness, they were healed of 
the poison of the Serj serpent — so, looking to Jesna, 
huDgou the tree for their sins, shall they be healed 
of the more poisonous bile of Satan, by Dnbelief caus- 
ing to them more venomous and deadly ddtruction. 
As the; view God manifest in the flesh, wounded and 
pierced by their sins, they will be saved. Louk unto 
me and be ye sated, all the ends of the earlh. 

4. The furtherance of the preached gospbi, 
is a farther practical lesson. The sam of the gospel 
is Christ crnciGed — not to be reserved or hidden u 
the Jesnits did in China, and some, alas! even in 
England would advise ; bat to be preached first of 
ALL as St. Paul did, I deliver to you first of alt lliat 
icliich I alio received, how that Christ died far our ^ 
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according to the scriptures* As he is thus set before 
men lifted ap on the cross, he will draw all men to 
him. No other way is given to us for the con version 
of men than proclaiming far and wide the glorioas 
gospel of the grace of God. 

5. Tender compassion for the Jews. This is 
our proper feeling towards oar elder brother of Israel. 
Thy servants take pleasure in her stones. It pitieth 
them to see her in the dust. Think of their past suffer- 
ings ; think of their coming angaish and mourning. 
Think that we have been received through their re- 
jection ; by their fall salvation is come to us. And 
if one spark of ingenuous feeling be left in our bosom, 
it must fill ns with tender emotions of sympathy and 
commiseration for our long rejected brethren of the 
house of Israel. 

6. Confident hope of Israel's conversion is 
the last lesson which I would bring. Not a shadow 
of doubt should remain on our minds that all Israel 
shall yet be saved ; that they have not been so long 
spared, and preserved amidst such mighty evils as 
those through which they have passed, but with a 
design full of mercy and goodness to them in the end. 
They shall be grafted in again. They shall glory in 
Jesus their Lord, they shall be a full blessing to the 
whole earth. 

Let us then help forward this to the utmost of our 
means and power. Thanks be unto our God for all 
the contributions that have been offered up already. 
AH glory to his name for any interest which has been 
excited on this occasion in the minds of the inhabit- 
ants of this city on this subject* May it spread 
through every part of the nation. Let England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland be united in one combined effort to 
give to the Jews those blessings which they once con- 
veyed to as. 



DISCOURSE XI. 



Jeremiah sxxiii. 6—9. 
Behold I will bring it health and cure, and I tuill cure 
them, and tuill reveal unto them the abvndance of truth 
and peace, and I mil eatue the captivity of Judah and 
the eaplivity of Israel to return, and leill build them 
as at the firtt; and I will cleame them from all their 
iniquilg wherebtf they have nnned againit me, and I 
uiill pardon all their iniguiliei whereby they have 
tinned and whereby they have tramgretied againtt n» ; 
and it ihall be to me a name of joy, a praise, and an 
honour before all the nationa of the earth tohich shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them, and they thall 
fear and tremble far all the goodness and for all the 
prosperity that I procure unto il. 
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prophecies amidst the dark and stormy scenes of the 
last days. It is the citadel of its hope in the times of 
affliction. This subject ocoapies a very large propor- 
tion of the word of God. The restoration of Israel 
is the fountain-head also of innumerable blessings to 
the whole world. Well then does it become the 
Ministers of God's word prominently and distinctly 
to direct the attention of men to it, and to open out 
its reality and its glories^ 

We find this great and important event, which is 
yet to come, presented to qs in the most rich variety 
of forms, and with special beauty in seasons of trial 
and danger. It is so in the glowing prophecy of our 
text Jeremiah was shut up in the court of the pri- 
son ; the houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the 
kings of Judah were thrown down by the mounts and 
by the sword of the Chaldeans. When the Jews 
went forth to fight with them it was but to fill the 
places with the dead bodies of men. Jerusalem was 
sentenced of God to fall (chap, xxxii. 28, 29). In 
this dark and gloomy season the Lord gives one of 
the fullest and most glowing prophecies in the Old 
Testament. So it is ever. This is the way of our 
gracious God* To the upright there ariseth light in 
darkness. The hour of temptation to the world is the 
time of redemption to the Church. 

Our whole subject is eminently one of faith and 
not of mere argument. Its foundation is in the word 
of God, and not in the wisdom of man. It is one 
that has to encounter therefore the scorn of the un- 
believer, and we must look for this. We believe in 
God who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things 
which be not as though they were» G^d's word is to us 
the only and the all-sufficient warrant of our faith. 
Receive what I bring forward only so far as I bring 
clear Scripture testimony; but let us fully believe 
every jot and every tittle of God's word, knowing 
that the Scriptures cannot be broken. 



It taaf be well to slrengthen m; explanation of 
mj text by tlie remark of ilie late venerable Mr.^ 
Simeon. Introducing his discourse upon it, ~ 
" the more fully the subject of thi 
conversion at the Jews is considered, the 
portant it will appear. Tlie prophelic writings ara 
full of il, and the obscurity of those writings arises 
in a great measure from the gross perversions of 
them, of which even pious ministers have 
guilt]' thruu^h a lon^ succession of ages. Those 
whose olScc has been to interpret them have almost 
□niversall^ applied them spiritually to the Gentiles, 
overlooking the plain literal meaning of them as ad* 
dressed to the Jewish people; and by this means not 
only has the attention of the Christian world beefl 
drawn from the Jews; but it has been drawn also 
even from the prophecies themselves, becaose of the' 
impenetrable veil that has been cast over lhem>- 
That the passage before as relates to that subject na 
one can entertain a doubt; and thi 
been fulfilled is equally clear." Thus is the passagk 
of my text commended to us by our departed friend. 

O may the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God and Father of our Loid 
Jesus Christ, graciously pour out his 
Spirit upon us, and guide us into all truth ! As wi 
have no wisdom herein of our own, but only the wis- 
dom of God's holy word, so we have no eyes to dtB4i 
oern his truth, but as he himself opens the eyes ol 
our iindcrsiandittg. 

The words of our text suggest these things fo» 
your consideration — 

I. T/ie objects of the prophecy. 
II. The bleiiingi promised. 

III. The glorious resvlti which aillfoUmi. 

I. The objects of the prophecy. 

They are distinctly brought before us by three well< 



THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM, JUDAH, &C. 201 

defined titles, Jerwalem, Judak; and Israel. Each 
must be separately viewed, that we may discern the 
fulness of the prophecy. 

1. Jerusalem. Behold, I will kring it health. The 
immediate antecedent is this city, the city of Jerusa- 
lem, then besieged by the Chaldeans. Trace rapidly 
its peculiar history. 

1. God's past choice of Jerusalem. In the 
mysterious history of Melchizedek, king of Salem, 
nearly 2000 years before the birth of Christ, Jerusa- 
lem is first brought before us. It was then under the 
dominion of that Priest of the Most High God and 
King of Righteousness, the type and emblem of 
its yet future glorious King our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jerusalem soon lost this glory, and though Adonizedek 
the heathen king of Jerusalem was slain by Joshua, it 
became the stronghold of the Jebusltea, who still dwelt 
with the children of Benjamin in this city, (Judges 
i. 21), and afterwards took entire possession of it 
Judges xix. 10. Thus it was the last stronghold in 
the Holy Land possessed by the Canaanites ; and 
it was not completely subdued till the ten tribes had 
anointed David king over all Israel. The Jebosites 
then mocked David with the scornful insinuation 
that the lame and the blind could defend the strong- 
hold of Zion against its true king; this mockery 
brought on their overthrow, and the complete triumph 
of David. Yet afterwards Araunah the Jebusite 
freely gave a place for an altar where the temple was 
to be built, (1 Chron. xxi. xxii.), thus furnishing an 
earnest of that large bounty the Gentiles shall here- 
after shew to this city. Isaiah Ix. 9. 

Jerusalem was indeed in God's mind from the be- 
ginning. Before the Israelites took possession of the 
land he mentioned it to Moses thus: Unto the place 
which the Lord your God shall choose out of all your 
tribes to put his name there, etfen unto his habitation 
shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come. Their tithes 




for the poor were to-be eaten tliere, Before the Lord 
thy God, in the place which the Lord thy God iball 
chooie, ihoa and thy son andl&ff daughter, and thy man 
servant and thy maid lervant, and the Levite that ia 
within thy gata, and thou thalt rejoice before the Lord 
thy God, in all that thow pullett thine haniU unto. Deot, 
sii. 6, 11,18,213. 

Wlien Solomon therefore dedieatcd the temple, 
just 1000 years before Christ, he reminded Israel 
that God had said, / have ehoiea Jeraialem that my 
name might be there, and have chosen David to be over 
my people Israel. 2 ChroD. vt. 6. Hence even when, 
through SolomoFi's idolatry the kingdom was divided, 
God still referred to his choice of this city, David my 
servant shall have a light always before me in Jerusalem, 
the eitg which I have chosen me to put my name there. 
1 Kings xi. 36. It is ofien Doticed in the Psalms 
ibat the Lard iiath chosen Zion, he halh desired it fa 
his habitation. Psalm CKXKJi. 13 ; Ixxviii. tiS. 

After another 1000 years had passed away, ou 
Lord came himself to Jerusalem, and was rejected by 
the Jews ; but In his opening sermon on the moaut, 
he asserted and confirmed the dignity of this ehoaen 
place, styling it the city of the Great King, He made 
it forever memorable by dying, rising again, and 
sending to heaven at this place. Thna for 2< 
years Jerusalem was marked out as the city of God's 
choice ; and at length the stupendous sacrifice of 
camale deity was there offered np to Ood. 

Its long desolation must be farther noticed. 

When the true King of Zion came, notvrithstaoding 
all his mighty miracles, heavenly wisdom, and spot- 
less holioess, he was disowned and rejected, TAey 
denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a mur- 
derer to be granted unto them, and killed the Prince of 
Life. Then, according to the prediction of ouf Lord, 
their house teas left unto them desolate, and Jerusalem 
has been ever since trodden down of the Gentiles. 
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After another 1000 years Jerasalem again in the 
memorable crasades, became an object of intense 
interest to all the four quarters of the great scene of 
prophecy. We see Franks from the West, Normans 
from the North, Turks from the East, and Saracens 
from the South, waging war for the possession of the 
Holy City, in accordance with the predictions of the 
6th Trumpet. Rev. ix. 13. 

But still Jerusalem continued to be trodden down 
and is still trodden doumofthe Gentiles^ and will he 
till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. The prophet 
Micah foretold this, saying (iii. 12.) Therefore shall 
Zionfor your sake be ploughed as a fields and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the 
high place of the forest. 

The grand cause of this desolation is explicitly 
stated by our Lord. When the husbandmen slew the 
Son of the Lord of the vineyard, they brought destruc- 
tion upbn themselves. (Matt. xxi. 37 — 41.) When the 
servants sent to invite the guests to the marriage- 
feast were slain, the King sent forth his armies and 
destroyed those murderers and burned up their city, 
(Matt. xxii. 6, 7.) It was the persevering rejection 
of Christ joined to the opposition which they made 
to the gospel's being sent to the Gentiles, (1 Thess. 
ii. 16.) that brought these fearful judgments on the 
Jews. 

But our Lord expressly limits their continuance 
to a certain period, the close of which is marked by 
th6 completing of the times of the Gentiles and his 
welcomed return in glory. (Luke xxi. 24. Matt, xxiii. 
39 ; xxiv. 30.) Till that time their temple is desolate, 
and their city is trodden down : but then they are 
rebuilt and the glory returns to Zion. 

Its future recovery is as distinctly predicted 
and revealed in the Holy Scriptures as its present 
desolation. The testimonies of the Holy Ghost to 
this recovery are very numerous. 



SD4 DiECouxsB XI. 

Itis lobe restored locally. (Zecfa. xii. 13.) Jait- 4 
lalem shall he inhabited again in her ov>n plac 
JenuBlem. Jer. xxsi. 16. The city i/iall be iuilded I 
upon her own heap, cimd the palace ehall remain after 
the manner thereof. (So V. 38—40.) 

It is to be restored politically. laaiab i, 26, 27- 
I wiU retlore thy judges at at ikefirtt and thy eouH$elier» 
at at the beginning, aftenoards thou shall be called Iht 
city of righteOHinest, the faithful eity. Zion ihaU be 
redeemed viitk judgment and his convert! with right- 
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It is to be restored spikitually. Jer. xxgiii. 15, 1&. J 
/n thuie days and at that time will I eaaie the braneh of a 
righteotuness to grow up unto David and he shall ex^ 
ecute judgment and righteousjtesi in the land. In those 
days shall Judak be saved and Jerusalem shall dweU 
tafilg, and this is the name whereicith she shall bs called. 
The Lord our righteousness. 

It is to be restored gloriously. How full ths | 
60th of Isaiafa is of this glory ! Take one i 
presaions. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 1 
the fir tree, the pine tree and the box together to beaulifif 
the place of my sanctuary, and J will make the place ^ 
my feet glorious; they shall call t/iee. The cily of tk» 
Lord, the Zion af the Holy One of Israel. God fain- 
aeir thus Tarlher describes it in Ezekiel (xliii. 7.) 
The place of my throne and the place of the soles of my 
feel where I will dwell in the midst of the children of 
Iiraelfor ever. la its futare restored state, its bigfa- 
est and its nverlosting glor; is, that our Lord Jeans 
Cbrist there manifests his presence: the name of th« 
cily from that dag shall be. The Lord is there. It ii to 
be the city of Ihe great King of the whole earth, the ■ 
metropolis of the nations, and the centre of GodVl 
visible kingdom bere below, (Isa, Is.) for the gifts aiMlfl 
calling of God are without repentance. 

JuDAH ia another object of this prophecy. 

Judah comprebendg the two tribes of Beojatnia 
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andJadah. On the Bchism of Jeroboam and under tbe 
common sins of both Jadah and Tsrael, the ten tribes 
were severed from the two. Jadah maintained long- 
est the pare worship of God and was longest spared 
from those judgments which sin brought on the land. 
Judah was also partially restored after the seventy 
years captivity in Babylon as Jeremiah had predict- 
ed. By this reviving in the bondage under the Gen- 
tile kingdoms, God again tried and proved his people, 
marked the distinctness of that tribe from which our 
Lord was to spring, accomplished his prediction of 
the Sceptre not departing from Judah, nor a Lawgiver 
from between his feet till Shihh come, (Gen. xlix. 10,) 
and secured all the unspeakable mercies of our re- 
demption. 

The restoration from Babylon was but a partial 
and temporary return even of Judah, for a limited 
period of 600 years, and those years often full of dif- 
ficulties, oppressions, and arduous conflicts. Ezra's 
words are plain to this effect. Now for a little space 
grace hath been shewed to leave us a remnant to escape, 
and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our (rod may 
lighten our eyes and give us a little reviving in our &on- 
dage. (ix. 8.) Nebemiah's description is similar, (ix. 
34 — 36.) St. James considered and described the 
twelve tribes in his day as scattered abroad (cf tt} ^lau- 
vopa) or in the dispersion. James i. 1. He chiefly ad- 
dressed the Christian Jews not in Jerusalem, but 
probably also included their unconverted country- 
men, (James ii. 6, 7,) and he gives a clear proof that 
Ezek. xxxix. 28, 29, was then unfulfilled. 

Zechariah, who prophesied after the restoration, 
explicitly predicts the future salvation and glories of 
Judab. / will make the governors of Judah like an 
hearth of fire among the wood and like a torch of fire in 
a sheaf. The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first. 
We have a similar prophecy distinctly referring to a 
future salvation of Judah in Joel, (iii. 20, 21.) But 




Judah shall dwell far ecer, and Jervsehmfrom penera- 
tioK to gtneration : for I will eleange their blood that I 
hate not clcataed, for the Lord dicttleth in Zion, 

Besides the resalts of Judab's temporary and par- 
tial restoration which have already been noticed, 
God has so wonderfully in his Providence overruled 
all things, and grace has so abounded over sin, that 
all their conduct in rejecting Christ and ail their saf- 
fering for it, have become a deep and enduring means 
for the hereafter bringing forth all the full and afaun- 
dant spiritual frait in them which shall yet glorify 
God and beneQt the whole world, at their future and 
glorious final redemption. 

Dispersed then as Judah now is, East and West, 
North and South, through the whole earth, Judah in 
itj distinetness is yet an object of glorious hope and 
promise, and by lis preserved distinctness a larger 
foundation is laid for the more clear and exact fulfil- 
ment of the restoration of the whole nation. 

Israel is a third object here brought before us: 
that which is elsewhere emphatically called Joiepk, 
Ephraim, and all the house of Israel his companiotu, in 
contrast with Judah and the children of Israel his com- 
panions, (Ezek. xsxvi. 16, 19.) The combining of the 
return of the captivity of Israel with that of Judah, 
clearly excepts this prophecy from an accomplishment 
in either of them at the return from Babylon, for then 
only Judah and Benjamin were partially restored. 
(Ezra i. 5; iv. 1.) It is admitted that only partial 
fragments of the tribes came back with Judah from 
Babylon. 

In Hosea the Lord thus speaks concerning Israel: 
Thou shall abide for me MAHY DAYS, (observe tbe 
lengthened time,) thou ihall not play the harlot, and 
lho» shall not be for another man : so toill I alio be for 
thee. For the children of lavel ikall abide MANT DAYS 
vithnlt a king, and aithovt a prince, and icithout a Af 
crijiee, and without an image, and without an ephod, and 
teitAout teraphim : afterward shall the children of Israel 
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return and seek the Lord their God and David their 
king, and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the 
LATTER DAYS : obscrvo again the clear note of time 
as to the prolonged delay in falfilment. They are to 
abide separately and as oatc^ts, for a lengthened 
period, bat are not wholly, nor finally, cast off. 

It is true that Israel has been greatly hidden from 
oar eyes, anknown and in darkness; the prophecy 
has yet to be fulfilled when the Redeemer shall say 
to them that are in darkness shew yourselves, (Isaiah 
xlix. 9.) Bat already many genuine parts of the Ten 
Tribes are beginning to shew themselves through the 
East ; it is becoming more and more clear that rem- 
nants still exist in Persia, Koordistam, and on the 
Caspian. They will in due time all be brought forth, 
even as from their graves, as Ezekiel predicts, and at 
their restoration be united again with Judah and 
made one nation in the land upon the mountains of 
Israel. The envy between Judah and Ephraim is, 
as Isaiah predicts, for ever to cease (xi. 13). They 
are as Jeremiah foretells, to resort to Jerusalem for 
worship. The watchmen upon Mount Ephraim shall 
cry, arise ye and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our 

God, Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations He 

tliat scattered Israel will gather him and keep him as a 

shepherd doth his flock they shall come and sing to^ 

gether in the height of Zion and shall flow together to 
the goodness of the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 6 — 12, 

The lengthened dispersion, the very loss of them 
from all our knowledge, their being so long hidden 
in darkness and the degradation of their present 
state will heighten their future joy and glory. 

What triumphs of grace will this restoration and 
this re-union be in the face of the whole earth ! What 
a recovery, revival and unutterable increase of for- 
mer glories and blessings ! And O what a Monarch 
is yet to sit on the throne of David and to reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever^ Luke i. 82, 33. How em- 



s previooa 



II. The blessings faomised. 

They are ver; full and com prebe naive, and it 
vietvcd as the Tesults arrived at after God' 
dealiags with them. 

I do not here enter upon the preparatory steps and 
that commeoced renioratton aod rebuilding of the 
Temple in self-righteousnesig (Uaiah Ixvi), which are 
brought before as in other parts of the prophecies. 

The Scriptures have given plain intimations that 
their partial restoration to their own land precedes 
their conversioD and sanctiGcalion. Thus Ezekiel pre- 
dicts, X iciU take you from aiaong the heelhen aitd ga- 
thgr you out of all counlriet and toill bring you unfoyattr 
oum land, THEN will 1 iprinkU clean water upon you and 
ge ihatl be clean. Ezek. xxxvi. 23. So sxxvii. 8—10. 

Nor shall I dwell on the miracles attending th oil 
SDhseqnent glorious restoration. This meets all the 
apparent difficulties, with the full assurance that loAat 
Gad hat promised, he is able alto to perform, A mi- 
racolous dispensation has always been the character- 
istic of this nation. Every thing for 4000 years about 
Abraham and bis seed, ioclading their existence in 
distinctness for the last 1800 years, has been one 
g;rand miracle of divine interpoaiiion, assuring us of 
the final accomplisbment of all that is yet nnfullilled. 

Most rich are the blessings of that foil recovery, 
which God in our text has promised. 

1. The health and cure of Jerusalem. Behold 
I mil bring it health end cure and I will eure them. 

Many passages of God's word shew as the dis- 
eased, sick and degraded state of Jerusalem and the 
Jews in times past (Isaiab i.5— 7, 21—23, Jer. v. 31.) 
The prophecy of Malachi shews the same national 
sjnfalnesB on their restoration from Babylon, and the 
New Testament exhibits their continued fallen slats 
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after our Lord had come (Rom. xi. 9, 10. Acts xxviii. 
26, 27). The prophets describe also (in a prediction 
mf^nifestly yet unfulfilled. Isaiah Ixvi.) their rebuild- 
ing their temple at their yet future restoration in self- 
righteousness, and God giving them this solemn 
warning: Yea they have chosen their own ways and 
their soul delighteth in their abominations ; I also will 
choose their delusions and will bring their fears upon 
them* The way in which health and cure is brought 
to them is compared to the way in which the precious 
metals are refined. / will bring the third part through 
the fire and will refine them as silver is refined^ and will 
try them as gold is tried, Zech. xiii. 9. The healing 
and curing of such a lengthened and inveterate dis- 
ease is painful and progressive. / will cause you to 
pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of 
the covenant, and I will purge out from among you the 
rebels, £zek. xxx. 7, 8. This healing and cure will 
effectually restore the Jews to all the vigour and en- 
ergy and full blessedness of a healthy state. It will in- 
clude political welfare, social happiness and spiritual 
prosperity. There can be no full health and cure to 
Jerusalem which does not include these diflfused 
blessings. 

Peace and Truth in abundance are also promised. 
/ will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. 
Hitherto in every land the Jews have been emphati- 
cally disquieted and troubled. That prediction has 
been openly fulfilled : among these nations shalt thou 
find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest ; 
but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart and 
failing of eyes and sorrow of mind, Deut. xxviii. 65. 
And above all, true peace of conscience is unattain- 
able to a Jew rejecting Christ. There is no possible 
way of peace to an'aflSicted conscience but in the 
way of God's appointment, through faith in his Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ. No Rabbi of Israel can dis- 
cover the way of peace to a distressed and burthened 
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Jew. By Uieir banialiment from Judea Ihey are prerS 
claded from the appointed sacrifices of Gud'sowS^ 
holy Lavv which they still bold, and by unbelief ii 
Christtheyareshatoutfrotn the true substance of those 
sacrificES. Nn awaliened and devout Jew, while he 
keeps from Christ Jesu.i can have solid peace. In 
the place of this disquietude within and without, 
God here promises lo Ibem genuine peace, the peace 
of God which passes all understanding, nnder Jesus 
the Prince of Peace. He promises also, entire de- 
liverance from all Gentile oppression and violet^ce: 
Violence shall be no more heard in l/ij/ land, weiting nor 
deitmction wilhin thy borders. Isaiah Is. 13. 

And with peace, tbuth, O happy conj unction I 
How often are they separated in our thoughts and in 
our present condition ! God here brings tliera ti>- 
gelher in Jerusalem happiness. Now God's truth is 
wonderfully hidden from Jerusalem's. It seems a cen- 
tre in which all conflicting doctrines and errors meet 
together. The Apostle Paul declares respecting llie 
Jews, For i«i(i7 this day, remainelh the same veil m- 
lahen away in the reading of lie Old Testament, lohiek 
veil ii done away in Christ, But even unta thit dai/ 
Kihen Moses is read the veil is upon their hearts. Yet is 
the truth reappearing at Jerasalem. The word of 
God is again made known. The prayers of our bean- 
tifuT Liturgy, concentrating the confessed truth and 
devotion of eighteen centuries, are now oHering up 
on Mount Zion. Jerusalem shall yet be full of those 
Jews, who shall know that there is in Christ the sub- 
stance of all those types nnd shadows in which they 
are now resting. The whole truth shall at length bo 
revealed to them and our Lord's words to his disciples 
be realized to the nation. Ye shall knata the truth and 
the Irulh shall make you free. Tliey shall first receive 
the truth in their own heart and ibeo experieaoe 
the faithfalness of God in the fulfilment of a 
promises. 
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The blessings are to be given in abundance. God 
iivould exclude doabt by the strength of his Testi- 
mony. The Jews from their large acquaintance with 
the Law of God, will probably discover the fulness 
of its testimony to Christ and the import of all its 
heavenly patterns to an extent that we Gentiles have 
not yet attained. The literal exactness of the fulfil- 
ment will be such as to justify the term abundance of 
truth. How clear then is it that the restoration from 
Babylon did not, how clear is it no mere conversion 
of individuals can fulfil this prediction of Jerusalem's 
health ! Is it the abundance of truth on God's part 
to fulfil the promises of threatening and not of re- 
pentance? Is it the abundance of truth to fulfil the 
promises of repentance and not of restoration ? Is it 
the abundance of truth to fulfil the promises of re- 
storation and not of glory? All the prophecies re- 
specting the actual dispersion of the Jews and the 
evils they have endured and those relating to the 
birth, and the miracles, and the sufi'erings, and thei 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, have been literally 
fulfilled, we gather hence an irresistible conclusion 
that all those which remain to be fulfilled will also 
be literally fulfilled. As certainly as Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob were real persons ; and the promises made 
to them real promises : as certainly as according to 
the testimony of St. Paul Jesus Christ was a minister 
of the circumcision for the truth of God to confirm the 
promises made, tmto the fathers, (Rom. xv. 8.) so cer- 
tainly may we expect the real and exact fulfilment 
of these promises to the literal Jerusalem. 

When a mighty conqueror gains possession of the 
capital of a kingdom, it is an earnest of the speedy 
triumph over the whole kingdom. Jerusalem's bles- 
sedness comes first, under the deliverance of Him 
who goes forth conqueHng and to conquer, and then 
that of Judah and Israel. 

Restoration and establishment of the whole 
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e distinctly promised. / will cause the cap- 
iiKiVy nf Jvdah and llie captivity of Israel to return, 
and will build them a> at the Jiral. We haTC here a 
complete restorHtion of Israel as well as of Judah, 
aud we liave its fulneas and permanence in tbcir lirm 
and enduring establish tnenl. It is clear, in Ibe face 
of the whole wotld, that Israel, in captivity when 
this prophecy was delivered, has never since been 
restored and built as at the lirst. It seems as if thi 
Holy Spirit were careful by the explicitnesa and ful 
ncss of the promises to guard against any doubts re- 
specting the future restoration. 

The restoration of Judah and Benjamin froni Ba- 
bylon was no fulQIment of the many predictioni 
which relate to this completed restoration of tlw 
whole nation from ail lands. Of Israel but a few i 
companions came back; and even of Judah but a 
rcuinant was restored. The predictions like that of 
our lest are numerous (Isaiah xi. 11, 12. Jor. ill, 18 ; 
.\»i. 14,15; XXX. 3—10; xxxi. 31. Ezek. xxicvii.) 
All those perversions by which our minds might be 
led only to regard the partial restoration from Baby- 
lon, or only a conversion of the remnant acoardin|; 
to the election of grace, are guarded against by a 
repetition of statement almost to tautology, in order 
to preserve US from unbelief. Thus (Ezek. xx. 40), 
In mine My mountain, in the tnottnlain of the height of 
Israel, laitk the Laid God, there shall all the house of 
Israel, all of them, in the la7id, serve me. So Amos ix. 
1 Q, They shall no more be pulled vp out of their land 
tahich I have given them saith the Lord thy God. This 
is farther strengthened by the prediction of Malachi, 
the last of the prophets, and who lived and prophe- 
sied after the restoration of Judah, All nations shall 
call yon blessed, for ye sluill be a delightsome land, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Mai. iit. 12. And all this is con- 
firmed by the answer of our Lord to the last questioft. 
of his disciples, the Father hath reserved Ihi 
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seasons of the restoration of the kingdom to Israel in his 
own power. Acts i. 8. 

/ tvill build them as at the first. Never have Israel 
and Jadah thas been built together since Israel was 
carried captive into Babylon. Where have been the 
iniraculoas dealings since then, virhich have corre- 
sponded to the plagues of Egypt, the opening of a 
channel in the Red Sea, the feeding with manna, the 
fall of Jericho, the standing still of the sun and 
of the moon, connected with their first being built 
into a nation — where the united glories of the* whole 
land as in the reign of Solomon? Surely if any 
future event is plainly revealed, the literal restoration 
of the Jewish nation to their own land is clearly re- 
vealed. If the word of God be the warrant of all 
faith and hope in what is to come, then have we full 
warrant to expect this. For my part, my brethren, 
I. confess before you I believe with simplicity what 
God has, as it seems to me, plainly spoken on this 
matter, and I look forward to it as an event yet to 
come with perfect and entire assurance. I call you 
also as Jehoshaphat called the Jews of old. Believe in 
the Lord your God, so shall ye he established. Believe 
his prophets, so shall ye prosper, 2 Chron. xx. 20. 

Pardon and holiness to the whole nation are 
farther blessings here promised. And I will cleanse 
them from all their iniquity whereby they have sinned 
against me, and I will pardon all their iniquities whereby 
they have sinned and whereby they have transgressed 
against me* 

This is the source, and this is the crown of all the 
other blessings. This meets the- deepest and the 
most urgent of all a sinner's wants. This takes all 
the promises out of the form of a conditional cove- 
nant, dependent on man's faithfulness, and places 
them upon the immovable basis of God's grace and 
truth* 

We have here the two chief wants, the two great 
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and most irremediable wants of mea and of nationi^ 
their guilt and tlieir pollution through ainjeffectaally 
provided for bj tlie God of all grace. Tliis " 
manj aimiiar assnrances of hLi love to Israel. How 
EiroDg for iDSlBDce are the divine expreasiooa of 
grace to Ihem. In thore dai/i, and in that time saith 
Ike Lord, the iniquity of Iiiiiel ikall be toaght for, and 
there thallhe none, imdthetiniofJudaA andtkry ahaUnat 
he found. Isaiah I. 20. And again, Thoa tcifi eit»t all 
their lini into the depihe of the eea. Micah vii. 19. It 
isindeed true that the Jews in rejecting Christ and op- 
posing tile preaching of tbegospel lo the Gentiles, have 
most awfully sinned against God. But he 
divine assurance of forgiveness. The repetition of 
promises should be noticed. The full chorus of all 
those triumphant songs of prophecy, poured forth iH' 
the richest strains of melody by the glowing inspira- 
tion given to Isaiah, Grst brealcs forth upon oar ears 
in its heart-gladdening repetitions thus, Camfort ge, 
comfurt y my people, laith your Gad, speak ye comfort- 
abty unto Jenualem, and cry unto her that her vtarfare 
is aecompliiAed, that her inigKily it pardoned, for tie 
hath received of the LorSi hand double for all her tint. 
So in oar text there is a repetition, an accumulBtion 
of expressions, and a fnlness of slatement, as if the 
Lord would dispel every doubt and leave no room for 
mistalie. The <r// is twice repeated ; the againit me 
twice repeated ; the expressions shewing their siri- 
fulness arc live times repealed; and all are covered 
and removed with pardon and cleansing — thus every 
desponding feeling is met and full warrant given, 
notwithstanding all their aggravated and lengthened 
sins, for returning to God in entire coolidence. 
what a Father's yearning heart of full love God liai 
to his people, that above 2,000 years since he sbonl 
lay up this treasure of comfort for them ! 

But when will these things lake place? The spi*' 
Tilaal benefits of the promise are obtained by the be- 
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liever in Jesos already. Be it known unto you there- 
fore y men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sin, and by him all that 
believe are justified from all things from which ye 
could not be jtistified by the law of Moses, It is for 
yoa and for me, and for all who will now come to 
Christ. We lose no spiritual blessing of the Old 
Testament by believing the literal application to 
Israel. Come then now to Jesus, and we too shall 
find rest for our souls. 

If you yet farther ask when shall these things be 
realized in the literal Israel, through their also saying 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, I 
reply, a certainty as to the time is not, I apprehend, 
to be attaihed. Our Lord, before his ascension, thus 
met this most interesting question, it is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons which the Father hath put 
in his own power. He had, however, afterwards, 
as we see in the Revelation, the sealed book given to 
bim to unloose the seals. And we may have, I doubt 
not, such an approach to just anticipation as may very 
greatly strengthen faith and guard us against the 
infidelity of the world saying, where is the promise of 
his coming, and the procrastinating and deferring 
spirit of the formal church saying. My Lordddayetk 
his coming. This I believe to be the very object and 
design of those numerous prophecies which have 
been called chronological from the dates intermingled 
with them, and which we are assured, at the time of 
the end shall no longer be sealed up, but the wise sludl 
understand, 

I would guard however, here, both yon and myself 
most expressly against positively fixing dates, the 
exact knowledge of which God has purposely left in 
obscurity, lest we should rest in a mechanical fixing 
of dates, and be ensnared by a spirit of fatalism, 
and not attain that spirit of dependance, watchful- 
ness, and preparation of heart with which our safety 



aad spiriluiil iirosperily are so mach connected. Tet J 
while I do this, I am convinced, and I wish to ipread 
the coDvictioD, that prophetical dates are given for ] 
theaseof the Church of Christ, and are to be 
sealed in the latter days : and I add, that as far as . 
I can jndgc b; those dates which are given to us ID 
the Scriptures to shew the length of Israel's captivitj, 
the time of their scattering to me appears to be just 
closins. I venlare to proceed jet farther, and sug- 
gest for reflection and consideration some of these 
dates. Believing it to be calculated to strengthen 
yaai faith and awaken jour attention to the remark- 
able signs of the times in ivliich we are living, I will 
saggest three dates which /eem to have a termination 
^in 1943 ; for our ignorance and the obscurity of cIjto- 
nology itself call us to speak with hesitation and real | 
diffidence. I 

The whole period of Israel's aOliction is called in 
the Scriptures the times of the Gentiles, and more 
explicitly seien times, or 2620 jears. (Lev. xxvi. 18, 
21,34,28. Dan.iv.25. Lukexxi.24) Ifwereckon 
from the completion of Ibbael's captivity bj Esarfaad- 
don 677 before Christ, this period will expire in 1B43, 
Another period of S30U days or years, is nenlioned 
[Dan.Tiii. 14.)as commencing from the restoration of 
the sacriGce, continued in the desolation, and closing 
with the cleansed sanctuary. If this date be reckoned 
from Ezra's decree, 457 years before Christ, it termi- 
nates in 1S43. A third dale I will add. The half of the 
times of the Gentiles is 12G0 years,— adale frequently 
brought before us in Daniel and the houk of Revela- 
tion, as descriptive of the duration of Antichrist. 
The East has always been the scene of what is more 
visible here, and less spiritaal and mysticnl in 
God's revelation. And the Mahomedan Antichrist 
has fixed the Ecra himself, when his own rise is to be 
dated, by the Hegira in the 622nd year of our Lord. 
As the Turks and Arabs calculate not by solar, but 
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by lanar years, the 'present is the aniversally pro- 
claimed 1257th year of Mahomedanism, and its 1260 
years expires also in 1843.* At the close of this 
1260 years Daniel explicitly shews that the Anti- 
christ who weart out the taints of the Moit High, 
(Dan. vii. 25,) and the wilful King who exalts himself 
above every God, (Dan. xi. 96,) shall have accom- 
plished his time to scatter the power of the holy people. 
Dan. xii. 7. 

If these dates be correctly calculated, the predic- 
tions connected with them would shew us that what- 
ever previous turbulences may arise, the first steps 
towards the restoration of the Jews may commence, 
probably under the resumed dominion or protection 
of the leading powers of the Western Roman Empire 
over Palestine, within three years of this time. That 
restoration also leads on, at a comparatively brief in- 
terval, to those momentous events which characterize 
the last days of the Gentile apostacy and the return 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to our world. 

But I would farther endeavour still to guard what 
I have said. I give these expositions and dates, not 
as divinely-revealed truths, but as suggestions of ^ 
signs of the times, that are calculated to excite and 
increase our earnest attention, and to quicken our 
watchfulness. Ever let us carefully distinguish be- 
tween the events and the times when they shall take 
place. The events are certain ; there is a decreed 
hiddenness about the exact time. Our Lord's first 
coming was certain; but the time was so mysteriously 
revealed that only the pious were in a state of ex- 
pectancy waiting for the consolation of Israel, Our 
Lord's second coming is certain ; but no man knows 

* The commencement of the seven times or 2530 years, reckoned 
by lanar years, may be taken in the year 599 before Christ, as Nebu- 
chadnezzar then first besieged Jerosalem and took Judah captive to 
Babylon, and as Ezekiel dates his reckoning of the captivity from this 
period. (Ezek. i. s.) Thus there are 1260 years from the Captivity of 
Jadah to the Hegira, and 1200 years from the Hegira to 1843. 
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the day or the hour, jet to ll 

will appear the Mconii time t 

I &D() those who lliiok with me on this subject, may 

)ie quile mistaken in any GUg;;estiotis about the 

dates ; bat. ahonld it be so, let Dot oar failh be ia the 

least shaken, as to the events themselves, which shall 

assuredly lake plac 

We must now hasten to consider the last part of 
our flubjec 



HICH WILL FOLLOW, 

two respects — the glory I 
God and the elfecis c 



III. The clohi 

Thej may he viewed io 
which thereby redounds ti 
the world at large. 

1, The globy which redounds to God. And ] 
it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise end an honour 
before all nations of the earth, which shall hear all tke ' 
good that I do nnto thej, 

The public nature of the final restoration 
of Israel is here made clear. It shall be before all 
Ibe nations of the earth. It will not be confined to 
one kingdom, or interest only one nation. This 
publicity is often spoken oF ; All the inhabilanU of He 
world and duielleri on the earth see i/e, when he lifUth up 
an ensiffH on ike mountains, and when he bloteeth a (mm- 
pet, hear ye. ... In that time shall the present be brouyhl 
unto the Lord of hosts of a people scattered and peeled. 
(Isaiah xviii. 3, 7.) It is a sign and token to all na- 
tions of the near approach of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the fall triumph of his kingdom. Great as was 
tbeir deliverance from £gjpt, it alfectcd but one part 
of the earth. Every nation will bo affected by their 
future restoration. Every nation will have a sensible 
and manifest witness and proof of Jehovah's faithfal- 
ness and loving-kindness to Israel. Very decided is 
the testimony which Micah bears to this, (vii. IS — 17.) 
According to the days of thy coming out of Egypt will I i 
shew unto Aim marvellous things. The nations shaUti 
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and be confounded at all their might ; they shall lay their 
hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf, they shall 
lich the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their 
holes lihe worms of the earth, they shall be afraid because 
of the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee. 

The joy of the Lord in Israel's redemption 
is stated. It shall be to me a name of joy. God de^ 
lighteth in mercy. His joy is in receiving and saving 
returning sinners. It is his pleasure to accomplish 
all bis' purposes of grace. Oh that this love of God 
were more shed abroad in all our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost ! Toa see something of it in the Father's re- 
ceiving and joyfully embracing the Prodigal Son. 
Yoa see it in the conversion of St. Paul and his 
becoming a chosen vessel. But the richest exhibi- 
tion of it is yet to come, when the posterity of those 
who murdered his only begotten Son are to be re- 
ceived again. What a view Zephaniah presents of 
this. (iii. 17.) The Lord thy God in the midst of thee 
(Jerusalem) is mighty ; he will save; he will rejoice 
over thee with joy ; he will rest in his love, he will re* 
joice over thee with singing. Surely this overflowing 
goodness to returning sinners should draw and win 
our hearts also. In restored Jerusalem, being a name 
of joy, we have the very heart of God opened to os. 

God also accounts it A praise and honour to 
HIM. In their restoration all his glorious attributes 
and perfections will be illustrated and displayed. 
Recovered Israel will, in the sight of all nations, be 
such a full manifestation of the truth of God's cove- 
nant love, of the riches of his abounding mercy, of 
the deep wisdom of all his Providence, of the right- 
eousness of all his dealings even with his elect people, 
and of the comprehensive and widening reaches of 
all his goodness, as will through eternity, bring glory 
to his great name. It will be such an unveiling of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God 
and his completed righteoasness, that in t}ie strong 
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Innguage of Jeremiah, the Terj name wherewith 
Jerusalem ihall be called, ihall he the Lard our right- 



We see in this prophecy God has hiraself antici- 
pated these results. 2500 years sinee he looked foT- 
ward to them as a cause of divine joy. It shall be, 
he sajs, tii me a jog. That which gives Joy to a child 
will not )^ivB joy to a man, that which gives joy to a 
man will not give joy to an angel. O how great and 
good mast that he which gives joy to God ! After 
ages have passed in preparation he reveals himself as 
looking forward through ages to come, with personal 
joy in the accoraplishtncnt of these his own extended 
purposes of love. If any despise ihia subject, O let 
them learn bow far they are from the true greatnesa 
of his Divine Mind ! la the redouDding of such joy 
and glory to God, we nay leara how holy and how 
spiritual, how practical and how profitable this sab- 
ject really is. Geulile unbelief of the Jewish Resto- 
ration ia not a matter of inditference, bat pregnant 
with many spiritual evils. It Rlls us with liigb-miaded 
thoughts of ourselves ; it clouds from us the glory of 
God in all bis dealings with the children of men. It 
leads us to hard thoughts of our Jewish brethren, and 
is opposed to God's own Ihoughls of love to them. 
Thus we become unfitted to be full witnesses of the 
' name and character, of the grace and righteousness 
of God both to Jew and Gentile. 

On the other hand, faith in God's promises to his 
people Israel will increase all onr sympathies with 
his present thoughts of love to them ; will stir us np 
to earnest intercession for them according with the 
very mind and the direct command of Christ himself, 
(Isa. Isii. 1-g,) and will qualify us to be faithful 
wituesaes to all nations of the righteousness and 
goodness of God. 

I entreat yon then, my brethren, to stand lirm in 
the faitb, that all God's word will be exuclly accom- 



I 
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pHshed. If oar Savioar himself in bis last safferings, 
when be coald bave called legions of angels to his 
aid, forbore to do so on the ground, how then shall the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that thus it must be, learn in this 
distinctly that nothing can binder the exact literal 
and fall accomplishment of God's word. 

2. The effects on the world at large are 
lastly broaght before as. All the nations of the earth \ 
shall hear all the goodness that I do unto them, and they | y 
shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the i 
prosperity that I procure unto it. 

The way in which the restoration of the Jews will 
affect all nations is becoming increasingly evident 
from facts that are arising before oar eyes, and from 
the dispersion of the Jews among all nations. Where 
have they not been scattered, and into what part of 
the earth have they not been meted oat. They are 
spread over the East. They pervade each kingdom 
of the Western Roman empire. Russia, and Poland, 
and Prussia, have millions of Jews. The last Rus- 
sian census gives 1,080,224 Jews in Russia, apart 
from Poland. Africa and America are not without 
them. How can they be gathered from the Niger to 
the Volga ; from remotest China in the East, to Por- 
tugal in the West, and from each accessible country 
of North and South America, without moving every 
land, and making known through the earth the won- 
derful works of God. Various mighty effects of divine 
interposition, removing all that is hostile to Christ, and 
establishing his own holy and happy kingdom, seem 
to be wrought in successive steps on the Gentile king- 
doms during the progress of this wonderful work of 
grace. 

Returning mercies to Israel, are in the Scriptures, 
after their temporary peaceable possessions of their 
own land, in a partial restoration, followed by the 
opposition of the last form of Antichrist, who wages 
war against them when restored; and so brings down 




npoD biuself and his adherents. God's terrible jndg'J 
meots jet to come upon an iiagodly world, PeaK'^ 

t then, under God'a judjiments an 
first effect of the full viclorj' and triumph of Israels] 
It is firKi they shall fear. 

This is followed bj trembling and rbverbmck^ 
for llje iuBJesI; and mighty wurlis of God. As the 
overthrow of Hamnn and the exaltation of Mordeoai 
caased the fear of the Jews to fall on every province 
and cily of Persia, bo the overthrow of Antichrist vrill 
afl'ect all nations. The visible interference of God 
on Elijah's behalf in his contest with the prophets of 
Baal, made all the people fall on Ibeir faces, and cry- 
out, The Lord, he ii the God, the Lord, he is the God. Thff 
nations of the earth shall say, We will po with yon, 
for we have heard that God is with yon. Zech. vii~ 

Willi this will be joined, AUonmo wondeb at 
TRIUMPHS of rccteemiu); love. I'hus all nationi 
invited to praise hitn. O lirtg unto the Lord all tig 
earth. O ling unto the Lord a neir long, for he haljii 
done marvellous thingi ; hu right hand and his kolg a 
hath gotten him the victory. It is much an illDstration 
of redeeming love as must affect every living beiag,> 
If tbe conversion of Saul was a jiattemfor them whieA' 
should hereafter believe, and be became the great Apos^ 
tie of the Gentiles ; what will tbe conversion of lbs 
ivbole nation be, but life from the dead to the worlds 
God's boundless mercy lotheJews,and through them t» 
all nations, will produce the highest admiration of hi* 
froodness, and the profoundesi adoration of tiis per- 
fections. Tbe songof triumph is already given ti 
He httlh remembered hii merry and his truth toward tht 
hottse of Israel ; and all the ends of the earth havf si 
the salvation of our God. Make a joyful nailt unto I 
Lord, all the earth, make a loud noise, rejoice and si 

These words lastly include the sintMissioH of 
7 ibe soverei(;n dispensations of God. 
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Murmuriog and grudging against Israel, as well as 
war and contention against each other, will cease 
and be lost in the overwhelming view of 6od*s glory. 
All the sheep of every fold brought together, There 
shall he one fold and one Shepherd, The Saviour's 
prayer will be fully accomplished in that day : The 
glory which thou gavest me I have given ihem, that they 
may be one as we are one : I in them and theu in me, that 
they may he made perfect in one, and that the world may 
hnow that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them as thou 
hast loved me. 

From the largeness of the subject, I can only thus 
glance at some of these glorious results, and must now 
briefly apply the whole. I would do this by putting 
to you two questions. 

1. Do YOU DESIRE THE GLORY OF YOUR GOD? 

This ought to be, this is, the first desire of every 
Christian. Love to God, supreme love to him, is the 
sum of that first table of the law, aeal for which has 
remarkably distinguised the Jewish nation. £venin 
rejecting Christ, it was from a zeal to God, hut not ac- 
cording to knowledge. However this may be left out 
of the wisdom of this world in the days in which we 
live, it can never be left out of his' mind, who is 
taught of God to pray, hallowed be thy name. You 
may, perhaps, hitherto, have thought little of despis- 
ing the Jew, but you do not, you cannot, think little 
of disregarding God's glory. Restored Israel then 
shall most remarkably glorify God. Our Saviour 
himself thus addresses this people. Thou shall he a 
crown of glory in the harul of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of thy God, As you desire then 
the glory of God, consider and weigh well his pro- 
mises to Israel, gain an understanding of his pur- 
poses of love ; believe simply and entirely what he 
has revealed explicitly and plainly, whatever mira- 
cles of grace, and power, and goodness may be re- 
quired for their accomplishment. As you desire the 



glory of Go6, seek the welfare i)f Zion. Take a 
interest in Ibe realoralion of the Jews, pray much 
for them, and especially aid all efforts for their 
ritual welfare. 

My Second question is, Do YOU DESIRE the i 
HAPPINESS OF men! This ia (lie grand boast of thai 
present age ; a regard for the second tabic of the lav 
B zeal for the welfare of the Luuian race at large; 
and blessed be God for every real manifestation of 
it; for Biblo and Missionary Societies, and all lasti- 
totions aiming; at the real good of man, Bnt there 
are many who in much zeal for the fancied good of 
man, seem ready to lea»e God out of his own world ; 
eagerly pnrsning the plans of their own wisdom for the 
exaltalioo of man, and disregarding those of the inli- - 
nile wisdom, aod deeper and fuller love oF the Oad 
and Father of all. My dear brethren, we cannot 
have Qseful knowledge without God, universities for 
sound learning without Christianity, general temper- 
ance without the Gospel, righteoDs peace without the 
reign of the Prince of Peace, and Britain's national 
glory continned without her Protestant prineiplea 
Popery is the Scriptural Antichrist, and the man of 
sin ; the whore of Babylon, thegreat enemy of Christ 
and his Church. To make past sins in siipporlini; 
Popery, precedents For fresh sanctiun.s of this mystery 
of iniq,nity, is to prefer oar own honours to God's 
honour, and to justify, and continne Former national 
aels of apostacy, with aggravated rebellion against 
uur only Lord and King. To give sanction to the cor- 
ruptions of Popery, and to endeavour to lower the 
plain testimony of our Articles against those corrup- 
tions, is to be unfaithful to the Church to which we 
belong, and fearfully nnFaithful to Christ the Lord of 
glory. The Jew himself may lose every civil disa- 
bility, and have power entrosted to him by us over 
our Christian state, and in doing so we only lose our 
uatiooal Christianity, and the Jew renounce the pro- 
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mised glories of his future iDheritanoe. Men, in their 
indifference to national profession of trae religion, may 
easily part with it, and the Infidel with a mockery of 
kindness, may hail the measure of bestowini^ our 
national privileges on the Jews* Yet what is this but 
rejecting our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and justi- 
fying bis crucifixion. That very Infidel, when the 
Jew shall hereafter come forth as the remaining bul- 
wark of divine truth, will under the last Infidel Anti- 
christ, shew the real character of tliis assumed kind- 
ness, by concentrating all the bitterness of apostate 
Gentiles against restored Israel. When the Jews 
were, in times past, the covenant people of God, and 
his true Church was amongst them, it was a blessed 
thing to favour them, and give them power in a state. 
While they remain in rebellion, however, against our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to give them this power, Ls to rebe4 
ourselves against the Lord Jesus. 

How sure are all faithless efforts ultimately to 
fail and recoil. See, my brethren, here the true foun- 
dation which God has laid in Zion for man's be9t 
happiness. By the Jew, faithful to God, he has 
hitherto communicated, by the Jew faithful to God, 
he will yet communicate the highest blessings to the 

world. But, OBSERVE WELL IT IS NOT BY UNCONr 

VERTED Jews; or by giving the trust of power, in 
our Christian country, to unconverted Jews. This is 
a marked evidence of national apostacy, and a seek- 
ing to rob the Jew of his real inheritance, and make 
him a partaker of our unbelief. But it is by the Jews 
converted, repentant, humbled, and restored, that he 
will bless the human race. It is not by renouncing 
Christ and his authority ourselves as the true King 
of nations, but by leading the Jews to look on Him 
whom they have pierced, and to behold his glory as the 
King of Israel, that we shall be real blessings to 
mankind. Four thousand years since the promise 
was made to Abraham, Jn thiee shall all the families of 

Q 
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Ihf earth bt Meiied. Would you really bless thfrl 
earth, then tarn your altenlion to liio seed of Abra- 
ham, aud geek their spiritual welfare! It is not ■ 
formal baptismal regeneration, without faith, hope, 
and love; and an external apostolical 
which Antichrist can boast, but it is tlieii 
and restoration that shall be life front the de 
world. The plans which mere human wisdom fornu;' 
' or Ihe taking of a limited purl, even of the diviDS' 
plan, which we may over eslioiate, enter not into 
the extent and depth of Ihe evil which men think 
they can thus remedy. Not only a restored Jerusa- 
lem, but every thing else that God has ordained and 
God has predioted to come to pass, will he found to 
be required in accompMshini; the new heavens etui Ikt 
new earth, leierein dwelleih rightenitsness. If then yoB 
wodM most effectually promote the hest, and highest,, 
and most eudaring good of four fellow-men, yoil 
most enter into Ihe Apostle's feelings, Af^Aeurt'frfefir* 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that thei/ mai/ be aavei. 
You mast rise to something of your Saviour's mind,- 
For Zion's sake I leiU not hold mi/ peace, and for Jen^' 
talem'e sake I will not rest, until the righteousness theretf'. 
go forth as brightness, end the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth. 

O that we could briof^ our beloved conntry to 
cnler more into this scriptural plan for secnring na- 
tional prosperity ! We bless God for the interest with 
which this suhject is now every where more and 
more regarded among our fellow-Ch' 
have good hope that this may spread through thi 
Church of Christ, returning tenfold spiritual blew^j 
in);s lo ourselves, aod at length inHuence our natiotttilj 
proceedings, and obtain for us the protection 
blessing of the God of Israel, the only true God, tfa< 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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DISCOURSE XII. 

8I0N SHININO WITH THE GLORY OF THE LORD. 
[Prbachxd at Watton, Dkcbmbbb 6, 1840.] 

Isaiah lx. 1, 2. 

Arise f shine, for thy light is come^ and the glory of the 
Lord is risen vpon 4hee. For behold the darkness 
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people ; 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall 
be seen in thee. 

The whole of the chapter from which nay text is taken 
relates to the fatare glory of restored Israel. The 
previous chapter describes a state of abounding sin 
sach as is predicted by our Lord. Shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them* I tell you that he will 
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of Man 
Cometh shall he find faith on the earth. Lake xviii. 7, 8. 
In the crisis, when trath fails, the Spirit of God 
lifts up a mighty standard, and the Redeemer returns 
to Zion. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him, 
hnd tlie Redeemer shall come to Zion. Isaiah lix. 19, 
20. This is by St. Paul directly applied to a coming 

Q2 
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i. 36. All Israel thall be laved, c 



and ihall turn atcay ungodlinesi from Jacob. 

We have then the inspired assurance of St. Paul 
bimself, that the prophecy belongs lo the literal Is- 
rael, and has not been wholly fulHlled in the Christian 
church. The covenant is then renewed and sealed 
as everlaslinj; : My Spirit that it vpan thee, and my 
words !o/ric/i / have put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy aetd, 
out of the mouth of thy seed's teed, sailA the Lord, from 
henceforth and fa 

Then follows, in my text, this lively and earnest' 
appeal to Zion, to arise and enlcr into the possession 
or her long-delayed and now returning glory.* Ariie 
thine, for thy light is tome, and the glory of the Lord it 
riien upon thee, a call the more earnest from Ihe prevail- 
ing darkness of the world. For behold, darktmt thall 
rover the earth, and grast darhneli the people. Let tiS 
remember thai this being a sahject on which we can 
know nothing but by the word of God, it is altogether 
B matter of faiih ; and is beyond the mere CBlcnlatiuns 
of human reason ; but it is the highest exeroisa of 
reason to search the Divine word, and lo submit itself 
to the revealed will of Cod, Wo have aimply as b»- 
Jievers to learn what God has said, and then cordially 
lo receive il, however mnoh it be beyond our thouf^hlB, 
and however little it be in accordance with the pre- 
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sent sentimeDtfl or the preYailini^ tastes of the world, 
or even of the oborch of God. 

May that Divine Spirit, whose gnidance into all 
truth and shewing of thin^^s to come, is promised to 
the people of Christ, be graciously imparted to us in 
the consideration of this interesting subject. Let us 
notice, 

L The spiritual darkness of the Gentile world* 
II. The glory which dawns upon Zion. 
III. Zion*s recovered dignity and blessedness. 

I. The spiritual darkness of the Gentile 

WORLD. 

For behold darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. This j ndgment of the word of God 
is widely different from the views of worldly men, 
and even of many Christians, whom the boastful spirit 
of the age deceives into a neglect of the plain warn- 
ings of the Holy Scriptures. 

Let us then observe, 

1. This darkness is attended with much na- 
tural KNOWLEDGE. It is Very plainly described as 
one evidence of the last days : Many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased* Dan. xii. 4. As 
in the case of Babylon of old, so it is now. Thou 
hast trusted in thy wickedness^ thou hast said none 
seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge it hath per^ 
verted thee, and thou hast said in thine hearty I am, and 
none else beside me. Isaiah xlvii. 10. The scriptural 
accounts of the last times give us all the marks of 
unholy wisdom, widely prevailing, ewer learning, and 
never able to come to the' knowledge of the ttuth. 2 Thess. 
iii. 7. By the darkness here predicted it is not meant 
that art and science shall decline, but all will be 
perverted and abused. The heart being blinded by 
sin and ungodliness, men will be under that sentence, 
Woe to them that call evil good and good evil, that put 
darkness for light and light for darkness y that put bitter 
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fur iweet anit sweet for bitter I Woe (o them that are vi 
in Iheir own eyu, and prudent in their awn sight. Isa. t. 
21.22. TliusTjrre Binned before.and so Gnglnnil : 
KJDS. Behold thou art witer than Daniel: there i 
teeret that theg can hide from thee. With thg misdom-m 
and milh iky widerttanding thou hail gotten thee richet, 
and halt gotten gold and aiher into thy treaturet. By tty 
great wisdom and by thy traffic hast thou ineriattd (A^ 
ricket, and thine heart is lifted vp, became of thy richer. 
Ezek. sxiiii. 3 — 6. Here is all the skill and know- 
ledge, wilb all Ibe spiritual darkness of worldliness, 
covering a nation, previons tu ils rain. Entry m 
as Jeremiah describes, ii brutish by his knowledge, 1 
Jer. X. 14. 

2. This darkness is connected with grea^J 
BOASTING or LIGHT. Men expect great things fromf 
theit acq gisi lions and works of iniquity; and, as itJ 
Is described in the chapter belore my text, « 
for tight, bat behold obscurity ; for briglitnett, i 
walk in darkness. Thus the apostle Paul desorlbw J 
the darkness ; Thia know also, that in tlis last dayf'T 
perilous times shall come, for men shall be loneri oflheiri 
oum selves, covetous, boasters, proud.blasphemers. 2 Tim. ■ 
iii, 1, 2. Even in the church of Christ there is a pat^J 
taking at the least in the same spirit ; the Laodicean^ 
spirit of saying, 7 am rich and inereated with goods, 
and hace need of nothing. Rev. iii, 17, This liOBsting 
proud spirit is of itself a real cause of daikoess. In- 
variably is it found U')(A the lowly is wisdom: nhila 
the prood ever walk in darkness. Professing ihetif J 
selves wise Ihey become foals. O how possible is it tvf 
be surrounded with every kind of earthly nisdom-J 
and advantage, and to rejoice in it as great gain; 
and yet as to the true light of man, to be really dariE J 
and gloomy. Behold, all ye that hinille a fire, that f 
compass yourselves about with sparks, that walk t 
light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye base kindled, 1 
This shall ye kace of mine hand, ye skull lie down in. I 
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3. The grand source of this darkness is un- 
belief. How carefully has the apostle warned us 
Gentile Christians on this very head. When saying of 
the Jews, the branches were broken off, that I might be 
grafted tn, the apostle tells us, Well, because of unbe' 
lief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith ; be 
not high minded^ but fear. For if God spared not the na-- 
tural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. And 
then he afterwards leaves the solemn impression that 
we too shall fall away, Crod hath concluded all in uit- 
belief Rom. xi. 19—21, 32. Many things have tended 
to bring on this unbelief in the Gentile churches. 
The long season of grace continued to us for 1800 
years has been abused ; the long suspension oT God's 
miraculous working has made fools say in their hearts 
there is no God; the growing distractions and divi- 
sions in the churches have tended greatly to w-eaken 
men's faith in all divine truth : the changes of men's 
minds, from superstition to infidelity, and from infi- 
delity to superstition, have farther impeded all faith 
in God's word. The wide intercourse of all parts of 
the world with other parts has had a similar effect ; 
Protestants and Papists, Mahomedans and Heathens, 
all intermingle continually with each other in poli- 
tics, in treaties, in commerce, in travelling, in social 
intercourse, and mutually sink all religions pecu- 
liarities and all mention of God's truth ; and hence 
lose all sense of its supreme importance ; these things 
have combined together to bring on a habit of hard- 
ened indifference to divine truth. Thus the heart is 
bHnded, and the understanding is darkened, and the 
thick veil of unbelief is spread over the mind. Spi- 
ritual darkness thus covers the earth, and gross darkness 
the people. 

4. This darkness spread over the unconverted 
IN every land will thicken till our Saviour 
return. Discern, indeed, the clear distinction 
which the scriptures make between the children of 



light and the children of dxrknesK, the efaildren ( 
the day and the children of Hie Di);ht. Thnii the Bpol 
tie ia;s to God's failhrul people, Ye, bred 
in darknesi, that that datf should overtake yeu at a thitf. 
Ye are all the children of the light and of the day. We 
are not of the night nor of daikneii. As some of the 
most solemn and deli^hlfiil aeasnns of worship may 
have been in the darkest and dreuriest of winlrj 
nights ; and the lights, and the Psalms, and the rouiic, 
and the instruction, be the more prized as contrasted 
with the outer darkness : so we are assared it shall 
then be in the midsl or the last black tempest ol 
divine wrath against the mystical Assyrian ; it ia aaid 

to the people of God, Ye thall have a song, at in Iht 
night ahett a holy solemnity I'l kept ; and gladmttM q^J 
heart, al v/hm one goeth tuilh a pipe to come into tA«n 
tnetttUain of the Lord, the mighty One of Israel. laa^ 
XXX. 39. But the shining of this light aggravates ^ 
the sin of the wicked. Light resisted leaves men ia 
greater darkness, and under heavier condemnatioD. 
The Jews rejecting the light of the gospel broagfat by 
Christ and his apostles in such brifthtness before 
them, became more and more blinded and bardeB«d, 
BO that their own historian, Josephus, said of tbenit 
neither did any city ever suffer such miseries, nor did 
any age ever bring forth a generation mure fruitful in 
wickedness than this was from the begioning of tbe 
world.* Thus the gospel is a lavoxr of death uMa 
death, an well ai of life hiUo life. And in ptoportioii: 
as the troe light shines and men resist it, they h 

ided, benighted, and hardened i 
sin. It is Ihas that increasing light and piety in 
church may produce increasing darkness i 

s among those who oppose the truth. Incrensingr 
dispensations of blessedness to Ood's people, 
larged favour to them, do but the more harden tl 
wicked in their wickedness. Just as the specJall 
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favoar shewn to the Israelites in Egypt, all tbroagli 
the plagoes sent from God on the Egyptians, and at 
length the deliverance of God's people from Egypt, 
and their passage through the Red Sea, still farther 
hardened Pharaoh and his hosts to their rain ; so the 
increasing protection and love shewn by God to his 
people in the last tribulation, and even his translation 
of them to their glory, will, we have reason to expect, 
only the more harden the wicked, till there be no 
remedy. The severest judgments thus become indis- 
pensable as the only means left for dispelling their 
darkness. This is according to the prediction, / will 
make my judgment re$t for a light of the people. Isaiah 
li. 4. The darkness which springs from abused grace 
can only be dispelled by the light of judgments. 

O my brethren, how solemn, how awakening should 
these truths be to our minds. Far indeed, in the pre- 
sent generation, are we from the Christian world's 
having any reason for glorying in the holy, spiritual, 
and heavenly-minded character of the church at 
large. An apostacy has taken place throughout all 
Christendom, and the dark signs of the last days are 
every where spread over the visible churches of Christ 
through the world. Not boasting, but humiliation, 
not exultation, but weeping over those neglecting 
Christ, and sighing over all the abominations that are 
done by those who call themselves Christians, spe- 
cially becomes us. O may his goodness lead us to 
repentance. May we rend our hearts, and turn unto 
the Lord our God; for he is gracious and mereiful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
eviL Who knoweth if he wiU return and repent, and 
leave a blessing behind him, Joel ii. 13, 14. 

And God has prepared means for the true enlight- 
ening of men's minds ; but not after their thoughts 
and devices; not by their wisdom and contrivance, 
but in a way desregarded and despised by the wise 
in this world; for his way is by returning mercies to 
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that nalinn nhom the Gentiles ia their pride anifr'l 

bigh'Diindedness have so long trodden nnder foofefl 

and oounled a proverb and a bye word. 

We proceed to consider 

II. The glory whIch dawns upon Zion. 

This is twice repeated : Thy light it come, and the 
glory eftliB Lord U risen upon thee. And again. The 
Lord ihall ari$e vpon thre, and hit glory shall be leex in 
thee. As the Lord deiiKhta in mercj, so he repeats, 
again and again consoValor; promises. As Ibe mercy 
has been so lon^ delayed, he renews Hgain and again 
the assurance of its really finally coming, at the ap- 
pointed time. 

1. The Lobd in person is the source op this , 
CLORT. He will himself appear fur his people Israel | 
in their last trouble, when restored to their own Intid. , 
Their tronble, our Lord's a|)peatance to them in 
and their final deliverance from it, are continusiljr ^ 
joined together in the scriptares. Jer. xxx> 7- 
Joel ii. 10, 11. Daniel xii. 1. Matthew xxiT.29, 
The last words spoken b; ont Lord to the Jewish 4 
tngltilode at large were. Behold, your home u left I 
unfa yoM desolate; for I sai/ vnto you, ye shall not ■ 
me henceforth till ye shall say. Blessed is he that 
eometh in the name of the Lord. Matthew xxiii. 38. 
39. The desolation of the house of Judah continaes; 
the blessing waits for his return. It is their great 
trouble that makes them at length welcome hioi back. 
The last words spoken by our Lord to the high 
priest of Israel were, I lay unto you, hereafter shall ye 
let the Son of man silling on tie right hand of jmiotr 
and coming in the clouds of hearen. Matt. xxvi. 61., 
He will then thus render himself visible to the Jews. 
Most solemnly did he testify to his disciples, wheih 1 
speaking to them of the end of this dispensation, | 
Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the \ 
tun he darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, aittt 
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the Stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the hea- 
ven shall he shaken. A nd then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
Matt. xxiv. 29, 90. This is the time of which he has 
of old predicted, Then shall the Lord go forth and 
fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day 
of battle. And his feet shall stand, in that day, upon 
the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem. Zech. 
xiv. 3, 4. Nothing less than a personal visible appear^ 
ance of oarImmanael,Christ,in'his glorified humanity, 
appears to me to be here plainly predicted. How often 
is this repeated ! How earnestly St. Peter calls the 
Jews to repentance in the assurance of this salvation 
— Repent, ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord ; and he shall send 
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you : whom 
the heavens must receive until the times of restitution of 
all things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all hi$ 
holy prophets since the world began. Acts iii. 19 — 21. 

2. This light in its fulness is the peculiar 
PRIVILEGE OF ZiON. Christ is the light of which the 
prophet speaks ; the light which eminently belongs to 
Zion. So the aged Simeon speaks. Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace ; for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation^ a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glairy of thy people Israel. Luke ii. 29—32. The 
Mount of Olives is the appointed scene of oor Sa- 
viour's return. Ascending from thence, he will re- 
turn thither : This same Jesus which is taken up from 
you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven. Acts i. 11. And the prophet 
Zechariab, speaking of his return, as we have noticed, 
when his feet shall stand in* that day upon the Mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
gives us the farther assurance. — The Lord my God 



DISOOUBSB XII. 

ahall come and all the saitiU with thee. Zeoh. xit. 4, S. 
Jerusalem xs Ihe appcijnled place of his manifeited 
glory. Xi Ezeklel foretela, (xliii. 7.) Sok of nuMf 
tke plaee of my throne, and the place of the toiet of my 
feet, uikere I will dwelt in the midit of the ehildren ^ 
Iiraei for ever, and mg holy name thall the kouM of 
Iireel no more dejile, neither they, nor their kinga, bg 
their whoredom. Hence we gattier that the verj placa 
tfaas dislioDoured by idolatry shall be redeemed Hod 
boaoured by the residence of our Lord. Israel is hia 
people by a peculiar covenant, and he belongs to 
Israel in a peculiar relation, Of whom, at concemittf 
thefluh, Christ eame, who ii God over all, bleated for 
ever. Rom. ix. 5. His first mission in the days of 
his first appearing JD our tlesh was to the lait thetp of 
the hojue of Itrael ; and lo in his second appearing, 
in his coming glory, he will first be their light and 
their glory. Others are his, but not with the special- 
ties of the covenant wjlh Israel, not hy thy ceeenant. 
Ezek. xvi. 61. So in the words folloniDS our text — 
the Geniilet thall come lo thy light and king* to tba 
brightneit of thy rising. There is then to be a pean- 
)iar manifestation of the presence aud glory of Christ 
in the midst of the restored Jewish nation. He will 
dwell there, io such displays of himself that TUB 
KAUE OF THE CITY SHALL BE, Tub Lord is thekb. 
Eeek. xlviii. 35. 

3. This light shall be subpbi singly glorious. 
Of the Gospel in its first dawn on the world, it is said, 
EetH that which wat made glorioas had no glory in thitre- 
tpect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that 
which aiai dene away was glorious, much more that whieti 
remaineth is glorious. But as God's coaosel of Iota 
Dnfolds, the glory becomes more and mure full. TIte 
gospel is now the light of tie Geiitites i but i' 
bereafter the glory of his people Israel. This glory 
will far surpass all preiious revelations of God ia 
manr impoitant respects. 
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It will excel all previous dispensations, — 
1. In the full display of God's attributes. 
The glory of the Lord is manifested to us as all his 
perfections are displayed in Christ Jesas. Thus 
Moses, when he asked to see the glory of the Lord, 
had revealed to him the name of the Lord — the Lord^ 
the Lord God^ merd/ul and gracious, long suffering and 
abundant in goodness and truths keeping mercy for thour- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and si^, 
and that will by no meaHs clear the guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 
7, 8. Thus Isaiah (vi. 1—4.) saw the glory of the 
Lord, when favoured with the Vision of the Lord sit- 
ting upon a throne high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple, and the seraphims veiling their faces, one 
cried unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of Hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory. Thus will 
it be when the King of glory returns from heaven and 
sits upon the throne of his glory ; the righteousness 
and mercy, the infinite patience and persevering 
goodness, the wisdom and truth, the holiness and 
loving-kindness of God, will be displayed to ail crea- 
tion as they have never been before. In thy light 
shall we see light. In the heavenly Jerusalem which 
the enraptured John saw descending out of heaven, 
from God, having the glory of God, he saw no temple, ' 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it* And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God did lighten, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof. This indeed is the 
glory of the heavenly Jerusalem, but in this glory the 
nations left upon the earth have a portion, for it is 
added, And the nations (of them which are saved*) 
shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth 

* The best manuscripts, see Griesbach and Mattheas, omit the words 
which ar^ rendered in our version qfthem that are taved, which seem 
to have been introduced from the Scholia of Andreas. The more accu- 
rate reading seems to be inpiiraTriffacri ra cOvq 5ta tow (ptaros avrris 
—the natione shall walk by the light qfit. 



do biitig their glory and honour into it. Here then ii' 
one surpassing escellence of thin glory, that God 
shall be seen to an extent lliat the apostle describes 
at the tabernacle of God being tcilh men, and he mill 
dwell mith them, and they shall be hit people. 
(2.) This will excel all preTious dispensiitiatis ttr 

THE MANIFESTED PRESENCE OF CHRIST. When OO 

earth, the three fnvQured disciples on Ihe mount of 
trans Bgurati on beheld the glory ofChriit a( of the only- 
begotten of the Father, fall of grace and truth. All his 
disciples notr do by faith truly behold his spiritual 
beauty, loveliness and glory. But this (clory will 
then not be a concealed glory, veiled and hidden 
from men, bat it will be Tisible to all creation. Be- 
hold, he Cometh with eloude, and every eye thall see Aim* 
Rev. i. 7. The dwelling of Christ in Jerusalem, and 
sitting on the throne of David, infinitely surpassing 
both in visible nnd spiritual glory any thing that the 
world has ever yet seen or imagined, is not merely 
an enlarged communication of the Holy Spirit, 
though this also accompanies it ; but it is a personal 
appearance, in visihieyiirm, as when he appeared on 
the mount. The transfiguration nas a sure pledge, 
earnest and foretaste of (he poicer and coming of our 
Lord Jem Chriit, as St. Peter assures ns. (2 Peter i. 
16— la) It is the seed of the woman, that is to 
braise the head of the serpent, (Gen. iii. 15.) potiett 
the gate of hit enemies, and bless all the nations of the 
earth. Gen. xxil. 17, 18. It is the virgin's Son that 
has given to him the throne of Dauid, and is to ret^ 
over Ike home of Jacob for ever. His birth was literal, 
bis hnmiliation was literal, his death was literal, and 
fais coming back and his reign mast be literal and 
visible. Mary might more justly have spiritualized 
ber conception and bts birth, than we can jnstly 
spiritaalize his return, his kingdom and his mani- 
fested glory. 
I agree on these grounds with my beloved brothi 
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Mr. McNeile, that *' the appearance of the Lord there- 
fore, Jesus, the King of the Jews, when he shall return 
to this earth, and execute judgment and justice in 
the earth, will not be any mysterious Schechinah or 
obscure Cherubim, as in typical days of old, but 
plainly a man, with risen flesh and bones, in figure 
as a man, and beaming with the glory of God/' As 
on the mount it was really our Lord Jesus Christ in 
his human nature, though he was transfigured before 
them, and the fashion of his countenance was altered, and 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment became 
shining and glistering, exceeding white as snow, or as tlie 
light ; so will he appear on earth, at Jerusalem, the 
city of the great King. Matt. xvii. Mark ix. Luke ix. 
That this is a representation of his glory at his re- 
turn we have a distinct notice by each evangelist, 
(Matt. xvii. 27, 28. Mark viii. 31 ; ix. 1. Luke ix. 
26, 27.) as well as by the apostle Peter. 2 Peter ii. 
16 — 18. O happy believers who are interested in 
that prayer of the Lord's, / tct'// that they whom thou 
hast given me be with me where I am, that they may 
behold my glory, which thou hast given me. John xvii. 24. 
O transporting prospect ! that when Christ who is our 
life shall appear, then shall ye also* appear with him in 
glory, O may you be there too, my joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, 1 Thess. ii. 19. 
(3.) This will excel all previous dispensations in 

THE LARGE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Here is the true power and strength for all creature 
holiness and blessedness. Never can we imagine 
human beings living on this earth in holy feelings 
and heavenly afi'ections, but as the Holy Ghost is 
given to them. Bright as is described to be the glory 
of Christ on'the mount of transfiguration, when /ii> 
face did shine as the sun and his raiment was white as 
the light, this is but the outward expression of that 
internal spiritual light and knowledge, holiness and 




gladness which tbe Lord Jesas c 
araand, enabliog tbetn lo exult with Simeon, Mine ^ 
eyet have leen tky tahalion, but ffllb DO feelias '■''O 
rleavini;; but with another 
t is good lo be here ; and 
ranee that we aball enjoy it 
i lead ns lo tbii important 
erconneclcd wUb 
D of the Saviour'] 



Simeon's of departing, c 
Simeon's feelinjc, Lord., 
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Uuth that tbe gift of the Spirit is ev 
raporlion to the revelatiu 



glorj. The fullest reveintion of that jilory in his hea- 
venly Tdi;n, is connected with the fullest ontpouring 
oftheSpidi. Thus when ihe prophet had foretold. 
tht people ikall dwell in Zian at Jerusalem ; t/niH ihalt 
Keep no mere, be tells us, there shall lie upon every high 
mounlain and vpon every high kill, riven and alreamt of 
mater, in Ihe day of the great slaughter, jehen the towen 
fall. Moreover, the light of the moon ihall he ai the 
light of the run, and lAe light of the lun shall be seven- 
fold, at Ihe light of men days, in Ihe day that the Lord 
bindeth up the lireaeh of hit people and healelh the itrokt 
of their viound. IsB. xxx. 19, 25, 26. In Ihe glowing 
prediction of Ihe rei);n of Christ, in the S^nd chapter 
of Isaiab, after describing Ihe preceding desolation 
removed by the reign of the lightenus King, then the 
prophet shews how that change is connected also 
with the large gift of tbe Spirit. The desolation is to 
continne until the Spirit be poured vpon ui from on 
Mgh,and the Kildemets be afruitfvl field, and the fruit- 
ful field be eovxied for a forest ; then, judgment titail 
dxell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the 
fruitful field. So, in the words preceding the very 
call of our text to arise and shine, is the promise — 
My Spirit it upon thee. Isaiab lis. 21. Similar pro- 
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xliv. 3. The pledge of their constantly beholding 
the face of the Lord is connected with this promise. 
Neither toill I hide my face any more from them, for I 
have poured out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith 
the Lord God. Ezek. xxxix.<29. We may then be 
fully assured that the personal reign of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on earth, will especially honour, illus- 
trate and magnify the work of the Spirit, producing 
in Judea and among all flesh, lovely fruits of right- 
eousness, similar to what the world saw on the day 
of Pentecost, but diffused and spread through the 
habitable globe. 

(4.) This will excel all previous dispensa- 
tions IN THE FULNESS OF THE IMPARTED BLESSINGS. 

Thus the most opposite graces will shine in the same 
people. When the Jews are restored to the land of 
Israel, it is said, Then shall ye remember your ways and 
all your doings, wherein ye liave been defiled, and ye 
shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils 
that ye have committed. Ezek. xx. 43. How striking 
the self-abasement, contrition and humility ! And 
yet how wonderful the holiness! all sanctified as 
priests unto the Lord, Isaiah Ixi. 6. Ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests and an holy nation, Exod. 
xix. 6. In that day there shall be upon the bells of the 
horses. Holiness unto the Lord! and the pots in the 
Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the altar ; yea, 
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judea. shall be holiness 
unto the Lord of Hosts, Zech. xiv. 20, 21. The same 
graces of knowledge, zeal, love, patience, humility, 
devotedness, warm and tender interest in all others, 
whether Jew or Gentile, which so beautified the 
apostle Paul, who was a pattern to them tliat came 
after, will probably be largely given to this favoured 
people ; the devotion of John, the warmth of Peter, 
the glow of Isaiah, the tenderness of Jeremiah, and 
the faith of Abraham, are but first fruits of the har- 
vest of Jewish believers, and the glory which will 
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redound in the fruita of righteousness which are 1 
Jesus Clirist, io restored. larael. O what blessiofp 
will ilow from the perfect combination of z 
patience, righteous □ ess and grace, firmness and mcKsy, 
fervour and tenderness, oversowing bounty, compas- 
sion, sympathy, goodness and liberal love, joined to 
holiness and devoledness, nisdom and judgment i 
one universally righteons nation. The fulnes 
parted blessings in restored Israel has yet to be ex-* 
liibiled to the world. 

III. Zion's recovered DiGNirr and blessb 

NESS. 

The dignity of Zion recovered is marked in 
direction, Arise, and her blessedness in that to ehin* 
1. The recovered dignity of Zion. 

Zion is supposed to be sitting in the dust, degrade! 
and oppressed, Babylon says, J sit a queen, and n 
no vridotB, and thall see no sorrow ; (Rev. Jtviii. 7.) aq^ 
therefore God's message to Babylon is, Come dowi 
and lit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon 
on the ground, there is no throne, O daughter of the 
Chaldeans. Isaiah xlvii> 1, 2. The very opposite is 
the situation of Zion. She now sits in the dust, 
nod then to her it is said, as in ch. lii. 42, — Awake, 
avrake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beaU' 
tifnl garment, O Jerusalem, the holy eily ; for hence- 
forth there shall no more rame vnta thee the uncireum- 
ciied and the unclean. Shake thyself from the du<( J 
arise, and lit down, O Jerusalem, loose thyself frovt tM| 
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. ^| 

The direction to arise supposes the long aad dftTfcl 
niglit which has passed over SJon, so that the people 
are ready to give up hope of the returning Sun. The 
prophet sees the lirst beams of day, stands as it were 
in the very age we are living, with all the cheering.— 
.symptoms of the approaching morning, and calls oikj 
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Sion to arise from all her darkness, and gloom, and 
misery, and take that standing of dignity and bless- 
edness which th^ Lord has designed for her. 

The peculiar dignity of Zion is composed of many 
parts and elements. 

NAtiONAL ANTIQUITY. What nation can shew 
so clear, so marked, and unequivocal a descent for 
4000 years, from so illustrious an ancestor as Abra- 
ham, the father of the faithful. How short and limited 
is any other ancestry of princedom and nobility com- 
pared with theirs I What nation has such illustrious 
names as the Jewish has? The glorious company of 
the apostles, and the goodly fellowship of the pro- 
phets are theirs: Patriarchs and righteous kings are 
theirs : God himself has taken as his name and me- 
morial unto alJ generations that he is the God of Abra- 
ham^ the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, And to 
complete their national glory, not only are the fathers 
theirs, but of them, as concerning the flesh, Christ camey 
who is over all, God blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 4. 

Long and dear-bought experience is theirs. 
We venerate those who have gone through pecaliar 
sufferings, issuing in their fuller glory. Thus Joseph's 
sufferings prepared the way for his glory. Thus Job 
was exalted to double honour. Thus Paul was shewn 
how great things he was to suffer for the name of Christ. 
And so it is promised that it shall be with Jerusalem. 
For your shame ye shall have double, and for confusion they 
shall rejoice in their portion : therefore in their land they 
shaM possess the double ; everlasting joy shall be unto them. 
Isai. Ixi. 7. Now what E\^tion on the face of the earth 
can compare with the sufferings of Israel : Behold and 
see, she appeals to all, if there be any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. Lam. i. 
12. Under the seventy years' captivity in Babylon 
by dear-bought experience she has learnt for above 
2000 years to keep clear of idolatry, and shames the 
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Roman Catbolic Had the casteTO churches. Uadi 
the 1800 years captJTily ortheRonians, she wiil lei 
to prize Christ ttnd to glory in him for ev 

HOLV LAWS AND OHDINANCEB ARE THF.IRS. Whl 

the law was given from Mount Sinai, Moses woul 
appeal to them, What nation it lliere so gTeat,viko A< 
God so nigh unto them, ai the Lord our God it in att 
thingi that we call upon him far ! What nation fi lAtre 
so great; that hath atatatet and judgment) so righteout, 
at all thit lavi which I set before you this day. Dent, iv. 
7, 8. And if it were so under the lirst covenant, 
tvhicli through the weakness of the Hesh was defec- 
tive and found fault with, (Heh. viii. 7, S,) what will 
it be under the second covenant so rich in grace and 
goodness, and so foil of blessing? For ihit it tht 
eavenant that I will make tvilh the ttovte of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord : I tinll put my laws into their 
minds, and write them in Iheir hearts, and I will be to 
ihinn a Gad, and they shall be to tne a people, Heb. viii. 
10, In a far higher and fnlJer sense than has jret 
been aecomplished we tnay be sure it shall earns to 
pais in the last dayi, that perfect laws and ordinances, 
under the direct sovereignty of Christ, will be made, 
and out of Sion, shall go forth the lata, and the Km-d of 
the law from Jerusalem. Isa. ii,S,3. Inthelastcfaap' 
ters of Ezelciel these ordinances are distinctly referred 
to. Much has been done in onr own country for in- 
stance, by the nnited wisdom and experience of 
legislature, to establish just liberty and righteousness 
amongst us ; but if we look at the divine falnesa 
judgment and truth in the King of Sion, and the 
linite depth of the riches of his wisdom and km 
ledge, we may be sure that something far beyond 
the wisdom of earthly legislatnres, and infinitely more 
adapted to glorify God and benefit man will distin- 
;;uish the heavenly laws that go forth from Sion. 

Assured quiet and safety is theirs. How glow- 
ing are the promises. They shall beat their swords 
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ploughshares^ and their spears into pruning hooks ; na- 
tion shall not lift up stoord against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his Jig tree, and none shall 
make them afraid ; for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts 
hath spoken it, Micah iv. 3, 4. The wolf also shall 
dwell with the iMmh, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and thefatling 
together; and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the hear shall feed: their young ones sliall lie 
down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp^ 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice 
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, Isai. xi • 6 — 9. In his days shall the righteous 
flourish ; and abundance of peace as long as the moon en." 
durelh. Psalm Ixxii. 7. Look upon Zion, the city of 
our solemnities : thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet 
habitation^ a tabernacle that shall not be taken down, 
Isa. xxxiii . 20. Behold I will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream. 
Isa. Ixvi. 12. Such are a few of the plain promises 
of assured quiet and safety. The rich reserve is all 
to come to Israel. They need no exposition. Their 
glory is plain. Their future fulfilment is manifest. 

Peculiar tokens of God*s eternal favour 
are theirs. The whole of this 60th chapter is filled 
with such tokens. They shall call thee the city of the 
Lord: the Zion of the Holy One of Israel, v. 14. Thou 
shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise, Tfie 
sun shall be no more thy light by day ; neither for bright- 
ness shall the moon give light unto thee ; but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
ghry. Thy sun shall no more go down ; neither shall 
thy moon withdraw itself; for the Lord sliall be thine 
everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Isa. Ix. 18—20. No other city but Jerusalem 
is the city of the great King, Matt, v 35. No other 



bears this name, the Lord ii there. No other baa anch I 
peculiar promises or his favour. It is only, remember ] 
too, as its coacludinf^ glory is revealed in th 
ture, the camp of the taints and the beloved dig that re-^ J 
main faithful after the milleaniuin, when Satan i 
loosed once more, and goes oot once Qgaio to deceived 
tbe nations in the last apostacy. Rev. xx. B. 

Finally consider the blessed light si 
FBNSEs. It is Dot only arise, bat shine, for thy light I 
Ueome; and it is 9.AAtA, the Gentiles ihall iwne to thy % 
light, and kinga to the brjghtnest of ttig rising- 

The original promise to Abraham was, I wiU bletiM 
thee, and make ih)/ name great, and thou shall be a blett'^ 
ing. Tbis promise will, in this day of Zion's glorf, ' 
be roily realized and received. Their nalional dfg~ 
nily will no more be abused for pride and self-righte- 
oiisness. Zeph. iii. 11. In that dag ihall thuu not be 
ashamed far all thy doings wherein thou hatt tratii- 
greiied against me ; far then I will take out of the midtt 
of thee Iheia that rejoice in thg pride, end thou shall no 
more be haughty iecaaie of tag holy mountain. Their 
peculiar favour and exaltation will all be employed 
for grateful praise and the spreading of Jehovah's 
glory. laa. xii. /» that day shall ye say. Praise the 
Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the 
people, tueke mention that his name is exalted. Sing 
mito the Lord; for he hath done excellent things ; tkit 
is knonm in ad She earth. Cry out and shout, thou inha- 
bitant ofZiiimfor great is the holy one of Israel in the , 
midst of thee. 

If in the casting away of Zion, so much was done 1 
by her sons for the diffasion of the gospel throngh tba J 
world, what will be accomplished when all 7' 
children are righteous? — when they inherit lie Ian 
for ever, the branch of Jehovah's planting, the ic 
his hands. Their recovery shall indeed be as Hfefrm 
the dead — the righteousness thereof shall every where jn 
forth 01 brightness, and the salvation tliertofata hmpM 
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that hurneth. All kings shall fall down before the King 
of Kings, who reigns in Zion, and all nations shall 
set^e him. 

The sabject is as practical as it is cheering and 
comforting. It is as holy, edifjfing, and usefal as it 
is glowing and glorious: it is as strengthening to 
faith, as quickening to zeal, as deadening to worldli- 
ness, as it is helpful to spirituality. All the various 
practical lessons and uses of these scriptural doc- 
trines are too numerous to be unfolded.* But we will 
notice a few that directly flow from the subject. 

1. The presence of Christ is the source of 
ALL TRUE LIGHT AND GLORY. It is when the light 
of Jerusalem is come, when the Redeemer returns to 
Sion, that she is enlightened and shines. All the 
change from her degraded and afflicted, distressed 
and humbled situation, is occasioned by the return 
of Christ to her. Where Christ is, there is light, and 
love, and glory, and heaven. Just as the sun drives 
away darkness, and mists, and coldness, and calls 
forth plants and flowers, and its full shining brings 
the summer with all its beauty, and fruitfulness, and 
joyful melodies ; so let Christ come to any land, any 
church, any heart, and he gives to that heart, that 
church, and that land, blessedness, and fruitfulness, 
and glory. Without Christ we can do nothing. If 
we abide in him we bear much fruit. The bulwark 
and glory of England is, that Christ is honoured in 
our constitution and in our church. The degrada- 
tion of Israel is that Christ has been rejected, and has 
withdrawn from him. O learn from the past history 
of Israel to prize Christ more I O learn from its fu* 
ture glory, to glory now only in Christ Jesus ! God 
forbid that we should glory in any thing but Christ. 
For the day of Christ is hastening on : And the lof- 
tiness of man sftall be bowed down, and the haughtiness 

* See chapter zix. of the '* Practical Gaide to the Prophecies," 6th 
edition. 



DISOOnBEE XII. 

n/ men ihall be made lou,;andthe Lord alone shall be fl- 
ailed i« thai day. Isaiah ii. 17. 

2. If the eabthly Jerusalem is in the ages to 
come to be thus glorious, what will be the 

SURFASaING GLORIES OF THE HEAVENLY JERUBALBH 

The scriptures clearly reveal two Jerasalenis ; one 
cEtrtlily, the other heatcnlj. The earthly Jerusa- 
lem is DOW Iroddeji ander foot of llie Gentiles. Luke 
xxi. 24. It is iD bondage with her children. Gal. iii. 
35. But this earthly Jerusalem is only so trodd,en 
down till the timet of tlie GentHei be fulfilled. In the 
times and seasons which the Father liatli pat in bis 
own power, the kingdom will be restored again to 
Israel (Acls i. 6, 7) ; and ander the new covenant, lAe 
cits ihall be built to the Lord. Jer. xxxl. 31— 40. Thb 
HEAVENLY JEBUSALEU, on the other hand, wkieh t» 
abave,U fret, whiek it the mother of us all. This is the 
glorious ioheritance of the saints, the first frntts onto 
God and the Lamb. It is the scripture term for the 
description of the fullest blessedness of the glorified 
church. Ye are come to the Mount Zioii, tlie eilg of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to aa innii- 
merable company ofangett, to llie general aiiemblg aiwI 
church of the firtt-born which are written in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, and to the gpiriis ofjuit mm 
made perfect, and to Jems ihe Mediator of the neu' tove- 
nant. The minute description of tlie restored earthly 
Jeraaalam we have in the latter chapters of Ezelciel ; 
and the rich descriptions of the glories of the hea- 
venly Jernsalem we have in the 21st chapter of Re- 
velation ; and these descriptions have many corres- 
ponding agreements and diflerences which shew that 
the one is but ihe type of the other, and designed to 
shadow forth its superior glory. The earthly has & 
fixed place on earth in the land of Judea ; the hea- 
venly descends from heaven. The earthly is the 
residence of men in the Gesh; the heavenly is the 
perfected communion of (he saints in glory. In the 
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earthly, present haman cflrcamstances and relations 
still subsist. There shall yet old men and old women 
dwell in the streets of Jerusalem^ and every man with 
his staff in his hand for every age. And the streets of 
the city shall he full of hoys and girls playing in the 
streets thereof, Zech. viii. 4, 5. Isaiah Ixvi. 20. In 
the heavenly, among the glorified saints, in the resur- 
rection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
hut are as'^he angels of God in heaven. Matt. xxii. 30. 
The earthly is the joy of the whole earth. Psalm 
xlviii. 2 ; and Jacob is called to walk in the light of 
the Lord. Isa. ii. 5. But the heavenly reigns over 
the whole earth (Dan. iv. 26 ; vii. 18, 27. Luke xxii. 
29, 30) ; and the nations of them that are saved walk in 
the light of it. Rev. xxiu 24. The earthly has its 
gates open continually : they shall not be shut day nor 
night* Isaiah Ix. 11. Of the heavenly it is said. The 
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day, for there shall 
he no night there. The earthly is built of earthly ma- 
terials; the heavenly is of unearthly materials, of 
pure gold like glass. The earthly is of human size 
and admeasurement ; the heavenly is of breadth, and 
length, and height all equal, shewing that our bon- 
dage relation to earth and space has all ceased. It 
far surpasses all cities of this world. Glorious as is 
the earthly Jerusalem, the heavenly infinitely exceeds 
it: as the perfect blessedness of the saints in their 
state of glory will infinitely surpass the most pros- 
perous condition of men living in the flesh. The Sa- 
viour will indeed manifest his presence on earth, for 
it is his wonderful and peculiar attribute to be able 
to describe himself as in heaven and on earth at the 
same time. No man liath ascended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which 
is in heaven, John iii. 13, He has his temple there- 
fore in the earthly Jerusalem, and it will be enlight- 
ened with his glory. £xek. xliii. But the heavenly 
Jerusalem possesses a far fuller blaze of his glory. 



St. John (xxi. 22, 23, snys, / saw no temple iherein, 
for the Lard God Almighty and the Lamb are lie temple 
•if it. And the ctly had no need of run neither of the 
moon to shine in it, for the glort/ of God did lighten it 
and the Lamb it ih light thereof. Id the Old Teata- 
luent we have the full descriptions of the earthly 
Jerusalem ; and in the book of Revelation tbose di 
scriplions are used as tlie basis, the tj'pe and fif^rB 
of the heavenly, with such additions as shew ils sa. 
peiior g-lory, Nor can the description in the Slsti 
chapter of Revelation be taken merely in the literall 
sense. The apostle says he vas carried awag in the 
spirit, and there is an evident incon^aity in the lite- 
ral sense of the symbols. A eit; and a bride as being- 
trulf one, taken literally, is unmeaning ; Rguratitely 
it alludes to the whole body of the church, animated 
with one soul. A city 1500 miles Ions', broad, 
high, is qoite opposed to our present ideas of material 
laws or possibilities, yet ligarativcly resembling the 
holy of holies of old, which was rour-sqoare, it may 
leach lis that in onr spiritual bodies we shall not be 
so limited by the laws of matter and space as we now 
are. Spirits are not conlined to localities, and can 
have a perfected union and communion far bejond 
oor present conceptions. 

Learn the defth of the biches doth of the 
WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF GoD. This is the 
great lesson which the apostle teaches as the issue of 
the dealings of Cod wilh Jews and Gentiles. Dark. 
as in ages past his dispensations may have seemed 
to man, there is a largeness and oomprehensiveneas, 
and an cqaily and a loving-kindness, beyond — far 
beyond our thoughts. There is a folness of wisdom, 
goodness, and gtorj in them, designed to bring on, in 
the result, higher and fuller, and still higher and 
fuller degrees of blessedness, in a growing progress, 
through eternity, to the praise of the giory of bis 
grace. This blessedness also is not a selfish and in- 
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dividual happiness merely, bat it is an enlarged, a 
corporate and universal blessedness of sanctified 
men on earth, with angels and glorified saints in 
heaven, and uniting ail creation ; it being the good 
pleasure which God hath purposed in himself, that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth, even in him. £ph. i. 11. 
All things being by the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
brought into subjection to him, that at length God 
may he all in all, — Then his servants shall serve him, 
and they shall see his face, and his name shall he in their 
foreheads ; aud there shall be no night there, and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun, for the Lord 
God giveth them light, and they shall reign for' ever and 
ever* 

In conclusion, let one and all, in this our day of 
grace, come to €hrist the sure light of life. 
Much as the merely spiritualizing of the Old Testa- 
ment has led men's minds from its true literal appli- 
cation to Israel, there is a just spiritual applica- 
tion of our text, that points out the way to the highest 
glories of the church. St. Paul apparently alluding 
to this passage of Isaiah, after shewing that Chris- 
tians wei^e sometimes darkness, but now are light in the 
Lord, bids us walk as the children of the light, and 
exhorts us (£ph. v. 14), Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light, O 
let us not sleep as do others ; but seeing what a glorious 
prize is set before us, let us willingly make present 
sacrifices to attain the full reward. Christ calls us 
as well as the Jews, Arise and shine. He tells us he 
is our light : our light then is come ; O believe in 
Jesus ! O come to him ! and the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God shall shine in your hearts 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 



DISCOURSE XIII. 

THE EFFECT OF ZION*S BLESSEDNESS ON THE WORLD, 
[Prbachbd at York, Sbbt. 23, 1838.] 

Isaiah xxvii. 6. 

He shall cause them that came of Jacob to take root : 
Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of the 
world with fruit. 

This is one of many blessed promises to Israel com- 
ing in a series of predictions, contained in this and 
the three former chapters, which have never yet been 
falfiiled. 

The opening verse of this chapter is, In that day 
the Lordy witii his sore and great and strong sword shall 
punish Leviathan^ the piercing serpent ^ even Leviathan 
that crooked serpent j and he shall slay the dragon that is 
in the sea» 

Comparing this verse with Rev. xix. 19, and xx. we 
may see they refer to the same period. And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies^ ga- 
thered together to make war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army, that is, against our Lord 
Christ. And the beast was taken, and with him the 
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false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both 
were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that 
sat upon the horse, which sword proceedeth out of his 
mouth, and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. As 
we have therefore in the 20th chapter of the Revelation 
the account of the fall and final punishment of that 
Old Serpent which is the Devil and Satan ; so we 
may conclude this prophecy relates to the time yet to 
come, when the kingdom of Christ shall fully triumph. 
It shews the language of God's love to Israel then to 
be restored ; his watchful care over them, his judg- 
ments on their enemies, and his counsel of repent- 
ance and offer of mercy amidst those judgments. 

It issues in this full and gracious promise to Israel, 
and through Israel to the world. In days to come, as 
our text might be rendered, Jacob shall take root, Israel 
shall blossom and bud and fill the earth with fruit* The 
text exhibits the Jewish nations under the figure of a 
tree long withered, but at length reviving and flou- 
rishing, and yielding fruit to the whole world. 

How important this great subject is may be most 
clearly seen in the fulness of the Old Testament upon 
it. It is the chief matter of all the prophets. It is 
most profitable to us also, as discovering to us the 
righteous, holy, gracious character of the great God, 
and unfolding his purposes and plan of mercy. 

There are three main truths in our text. 
I. The past state of Israel, 
II. The future state of Israel, 

III. The effects on the world, 

I. The past state of Israel. It is necessary to 
discern this distinctly, that we may distinctly realise 
the actual fact of their restoration. The past state of 
Israel is that of decay and desolation ; it is like a 
withered tree, stripped, torn, and bare. It is repre- 




sented by Tsaiah ai a tell tree, and tii en oak 
substance it in Ihem vhtiB tliey cast their leaves { and ] 
again by St. Paul as a branch broken off, for a seasocu J 
We may here consider, 

1. Thejh WITHERED STATE. There are manj marks I 
of Ihis. Tfaeir presuit unbelief ocaaslans 
fesls this. Their jadicial onhelief is often meDlioned J 
in the scriptures. John sii. 87. Though he had done ao I 
tnamf miracles before them, t/et they belieted not on him, \ 
that the laying of Eiaiat the prophet might be fvlJUled, 
which he spahe. Lord, mho hath believed ow report, and 
to whom liath the arm of the Lord been revealed. There- 
fore they could not belieee, because that Esaiai laid Offain, 
he hath blinded their eyei and hardened their heart, that 
they could not tee with their eyes, nor understand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them- 
There was a wilful blindness of heart because tliey 
lOved their sins; the; were full of pride and high- 
mladedaess, despising others, and so, notwithstand- 
ing all bis mighty miracles, Ihey rejected their own 
Messiah, the Son of the Most High God, when he 
appeared as a lowly and suQ'ering man on earth. Tbe 
samejudicial unbelief still continuea on a large part 
of this nation. They have been hence greatly chas- 
tened of the Lord. They have been cxik-d from tbeir 
onn land, dispersed among all nations, and beeome 
a proverb and a byword through the earth; a people 
scattered and peeled; a nation nuted out and trodden 
down. Every land through the earth has a constant 
living -risible witness in its own borderof the withered 
state of Israel- 

2, Tub causes. The chief cause is their rejection 
of the Messiah. This was the stone of stumbling and the 
rock of offence so clearly predicted by IaBiah(viii. 14.) 
They refused to hear that prophet whom Moses fore- 
told that God would raise up, and he has, according 
to his threatening, fearfully required it of I hem. Dent, 
xviii. 19. They have persecuted the followers of 
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Christ in every place, and have rejected his gospel in 
all the varied forms of love in which God presented 
it to them. How St. Paul, attached as he was to 
them, speaks to the Thessalonians of their conduct, 
They hoik killed the Lord Jesus and their own prophets^ 
and have persecuted uf, and they please not God and are 
contrary to all men, forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles, 
that they might he saved, to fill up their sins alway : for 
the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. There 
were most righteous reasons for their present rejec- 
tion. They denied the Holy One and the just, and desired 
a murderer to be granted unto them, and killed the Prince 
ofLife,Sind such an enormous crime called for marked 
and distinguished wrath. But with this righteousness, 
grace was abundantly also manifested, not only to 
the emnant according to the election of grace, but 
also to us Gentiles; they were broken off that we 
might be grafted in ; as concei'ning the Grospel they are 
enemies for our sakes ; and if in their fall we seethe 
severity of God, how glorious bis goodness shines in 
our partaking of the root and fatness of the olive tree! 
What a lesson also has God given to the whole earth 
of the awful danger of neglecting Christ and his great 
salvation. 

3. The continuance of this withered state was 
also clearly predicted. Hosea says, the children of 
Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without 
a prince, and without a sacrifice, and witlwut an image, 
and without an epiiod, and without teraphim, Hosea iii. 
4. When Isaiah asks fiow long, that is, how long their 
judicial unbelief and hardness of heart shall con- 
tinue, he is answered, Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitants, and the houses without men, and the land be 
utterly desolate, and the Lord have removed men far away, 
and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land, 
A similar view of lengthened desolation is intimated 
in the words of our Lord ; Behold your house is left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see me hence- 
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forth till ye ikallsay, Blcsardis he that eomelhin 

nf the I^rd. So tlie apostle Paul testilies, BUndnest in-fl 

part is happened to Israel, lentil the fulness of the Gen-M 

tiles be eome in. These things you all now behold^ 

Jadea is still desolate, the temple still overthrown; J 

the people still scattered among the nations ; and the-l 

elect fatness from the Gentiles is gathering in from ] 

every land, 

4. Tbe close of this withered state is however J 
certain. Onr test is but one in a vast cloud of v 
nesses. Seldom indeed is there any prediction otM 
their desolation wilhoat a connected or adjoining pre- f 
diotion of their resioralion, as if God's heart of love J 
coold not rest without anch an opening of his grace. ] 
The falfilment of the threatening of their withered 
state is a pledge and an interpretation of the promise 
of their restored state. A3 the threatening has been 
real and literal, and amply fulfilled, so tbe promise 
of their restoration is real and literal, and must be J 
amply fulhlled. How inGoitely desirable is this I 
event! O how desirable it mast be when it so fillt J 
tbe mind of Christ that be himself says. For Zion,'t F 
sake I will not hold my peace, and for Jerulalem'a lah 
laill not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth a, 
brightaeia, and the talvatiaii thereof at a lamp that ttimJ 
elh, — when he requires us constantly to pray for ivl 
Keep flat silence, and gite him no rest until he establish^ 
and till he mahe Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

And that this close is rapidly approaching inanj I 
signs of the times indicate. The very Ihooghls of ■ 
Christians now turned towards tbe Jews shew that.f 
the time to favour Zion is come. All the prophetical 1 
dates of scripture which are given for our instruction I 
concur in the same view. One plain date I will lay 1 
before jou for your meditation and fuller considera- 

In Dan. viii. 13, a question is asked. How long shall I 
be the vision, concerning the daily sacijjice, and the trans- \ 
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gression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the 
host to he trodden underfoot ! And the reply given is 
unto 2,300 daySf* then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 
If a day be taken for a year, and this be dated from 
Ezra's decree in 457 before Christ, it brings us to 
1843; and if from Nehemiah's decree, 433 before 
Christ, it brings us to 1868 ; and we may hence per- 
haps gather that the Jewish restoration will probably 
take a period of 25 years between 1843 and 1868 ; so 
that we have some reason to expect that within the 
next 30 years the Jews will be restored to their own 
land. 

How remarkable also is the present state of things 
in Jadea ! The Mahomedan population is all drain- 
ing off and wasting in wars, and under tyrannous op- 
pression ; the present Governor of that land, though 
pursuing a hard and oppressive system of govern- 
ment, has favoured the return of the Jews, and has 
removed several of their burdens, and their syna- 
gogues are rebuilding. Our own country has just 
appointed a Vice-Consul. Access from every quarter 
to those lands is facilitating, and steam navigation 
brings England and Judea within three weeks dis- 
tance from each other.f 



* Some have supposed that the true reading was 2,400 instead of 
2,300. Mr. Faber, however, well sums up the question in these words, 
" Instead of the Hebrew reading 2,300, the Vatican edition of the 
LXX. reads 2,400, and the Greek of Symmachus agrees with it, but 
the Alexandrine MSS. of the LXX. and all the other editions agree 
with the Hebrew. Jerome likewise mentions some copies existing in 
his time which read 2,200, but they do not appear to have had any 
authority. I once inclined to favour the reading 2,400, but after ma- 
turely considering the matter, I am fully satisfied that the Hebrew 
reading 2,300 is the genuine reading." Dr. Wolff mentions, I think 
MSS. at Bokharra, as having 2,400 ; but it would require much greate 
evidence to shake the present text than any that has yet been pro- 
duced. 

t This was preached in Sept. 1838. How very remarkably the eyes 
of all Europe have since been fixed on Judea and the Jews, by their 
persecutions and sufferings, and by the' four chief powers engaging in 
a conflict for the deliverance of Syria, is obvious to all men ! 

S 
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II, The future state of Israel. 

There are stepn in tbeir recoverj, three degrees c 
progress, each of which advanees their prosperity. 

1. Jacob shall take root. This implies 
gatliering and restoration. There is scriptural n 
in Diy jndgmeot, to think that the following will t 
the course of this taking root. They will in part b 
restored before they are converted (Isaiah Ixvi. Zectij 
xii— xiv. Ezek. xx. 32—38), and be brought by W 
ried natnral canses, Iq the first instance to Zion. 1 
iii. 14. / will lake jou one of a city and two of a family, 
andlviill bring you to Zion. When thus restored 
and returned in part, and in a Sadducean and self- 
righteous state, there will probably be false Chiists 
rising Dp amongst them. Matt. siiv. 15—25. They 
will be exposed to great trouble and distress from 
the hostility of Gentile nations gathering against 
them ; of this we have frequent descriptions in the^ 
Old Testament.* J 

In this trouble they wilt at length be oonvinoed qfl 
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their deep sinfulness, and cry unto tlie Lord, and lie 
will appear in their behalf. With deep penitence 
and humility they will acknowledge Jesus as their 
Saviour; and upon this, abounding mercies return to 
them, mighty miracles are wrought for them, the rest 
of the nation is restored, the whole nation will be 
converted, grafted into Christ, and their full and final 
national establishment in their own land will take 
place, under Jesus their acknowledged Messiah. The 
scriptures are full of descriptions of this their na- 
tional establishment. Thus Isaiah i. 26. / will re- 
store thy judges as at the firsts and thy counsellors as at 
the beginning : afterward thou shalt he called the city of 
righteousness, the faithful city. Thus Jer. xxx. 21. 
Their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governors 
s/iall proceed from the midst of them, and I will cause 
him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me. Thus 
Ezek. xxxvii. 24, 25. And David my servant shall be 
king over them, and they all shall have one shepherd ; 
t/iey also shall walk in my judgments, and observe my 
statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the land 
that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wlierein your 
fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even 
they and their children and their children s children for 
ever, and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 
In accomplishing their glorious restoration, the scrip- 
tures reveal to us, that so much mightier miracles 
will be wrought than were wrought in their deliver- 
ance from Egypt ; that that which is now their chief 
triumph will be forgotten. Jer. xvi. 14, 15. Rivers 
will be dried up. Isaiah xi« 15, 16. Zech. x. 11. 
Rivers opened in high places, and springs in the wil- 
derness. Isaiah xli. 17—19 ; xliii. 19, 20. The desert 
places shall become fruitful (Isaiah xxx v. 11), and 
prophets will be raised up. Mai. iv. 5, Matt. xvii. 11. 
Joel ii. 28y 29. The Lord's personal appearance 
among the Jews, and his judgments upon their ene- 
mies, change their minds, so that then the Gentiles 
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completed restoralioa. They shall bring all yotu-'l 
brethren for an offering \aito the Lord out of all tiationt, 
i^Hin horsei, and in eharioti, and in lilteri , and vpon 
mulel, and upon ttnijl beatti, to my holy moUTitain Jem- 
talent, saith the Lord, ai tie children of Israel bring an 
offering in a clean vessel unto the house of Iht Lord, 
Isaiali tsvj.20. The extent of country possessed 
bf restored Israel will, as it appears from Ezek. xlvii. 
13—21, be TCr; aoDsidcrabl; enlarged beyond bdj 
former period. See also Isaiah liv. 1,2. The chil- 
dren which thou shall have, after thou hast lost the ofAer, 
shall say again in thine ears. The place ji toe strait for 
me, give place to me that I may dwell. Isaiah ills. 19, 
20. Thus the popalatioo will be prodigionsly in- 
creased ; SO that Instead of, as in the times of Nehe- 
minh, there being a need of lots being cast lo bring 
men to dwell in Jernsalem, toSlI up the empty spaces 
in the city, Neh. xi. 1. 2. Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
at a city uiithaut aelU, for the multitude of men and 
cattle therein. Zech. ii. 4; x. 10. The predictions 
themselves, and the connection in which these occnr, 
distinctly shew that they are yet unrnlfilled, and are 
to be accomplished on a fulnre restoration of Israel. 
Brethren, not a word of scripture can be broken or 
pass away, till all be faldtled. Israel shall tfans be 
rooted in the land of Judea. This rooting describes 
also that firmness in the faith, and that rooting and 
groanding in lore, which their pecoliar history, ever 
siocc the fall of Abraham, nearly 4000 years since, 
has all tended to give them, and more especially tlieii 
last 1800 years' afflictions. In this dreary winter of 

the nation, God has been preparing the way for tbeir 
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a frait-tree all covered over with innamerable lovely 
jQowers — full of blossoms and buds. The varied hues 
of the blossoms, and their own natural loveliness and 
beauty, attract and delight the eye, while they fill the 
mind too with hopes of the abundant good fruits 
which will ripen from them. 

Thus is represented to us the growth of the Jewish 
nation. Two words are used, one signifying growth, 
the other signifying the completed growth of branches, 
leaves, flowers and fruit.* The prophet shews by 
these words both the growth and the flourishing of 
the nation. The future beauty of the Christian is 
often thus compared to the beauties of natural pro- 
ductions. Thus our Lord (Matt, vi. 28^30), shews 
that there is not only a present blessing, but a future 
glory, veiled in the beauties of creation. Consider the 
lilies of the field how they grow, they toil not, neither do 
they spin ; and yet I say unto you that Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore 
if God so clothe the grass of the field which to-day is, 
and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you? O ye of little faith. Thus shall it 
be with Israel when restored to Judea, and converted 
to Christ. Their spiritual life, their rapid growth, 
their soul prosperity, will be beautiful and lovely in 
the eyes of all nations. How lovely were even the 
first fruits in the day of Pentecost, when all that be- 
lieved were together, and had all things common, and they 
continued daily with one accord in the temple, and break- 
ing bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
singleness of heart! But how still more lovely, when 
the whole nation will be of this one mind. Then 
will the 48th Psalm be fully realized ; Great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, 

V ^ saepios est propuUulare. Schroederas inqoit. " Comparatio 
sit com arbore quee postquam radices egit, in altam stirpem emicat, 
atque profert ramos, firondes, flores, fructos que ; quae postrema omnia 
uno verbo il^HQ comprehendontur." Rosenmoller in loco. 




n of hit Minna. Beevtifvlfar nlvaiioH, 
the joy of the tchole earth, ii Mount Zion, on the side) of. 
the nerth, the city of the great king. Godii knotan in 
her palaces far a refuge. Let Mount Zion rejoice, let 
the daughteri ofJudah be glad. Aodaa blosaoma jield 
a rich fragrance, so will there be a heavenly fra- 
grance from restored Jerosalem. Thus Hosea. xiv. 
Hia branchei shall spread, and his beauli/ be ai the olive- 
tree, and his smell at Lebanon ; Ihey that dwell under hit 
shadow sliall return, they shall revive as 
grow as the viae, the scent thereof shall be 
Lebanon. How beautiful is even the laoguage, hov, 
rioh the very figures! what will the glowing 
alit}' bo? 

Notice also, in the text, the cbnDge of name from 
Jaeob to Israel. Jacob means a sapplanter; Israel, 
a prince niLh God. The blessing rises as tbe promise 
unfolds. What began in sin and weakness, through 
(he mighty love of God changes into grace and bless- 
ing. The promise unfolds more and more. 

Israel shall bear teuit. None of these blos- 
soms, none of these buds shall disappoint their hopes ; 
in doe season the; shall ripen into rich fruit: the 
common name in the scripture for tbe graces, holi- 
ness, and good works of the believer. If we look at 
them with respect to their secret spring, they ere (Ae 
fruit of the Spirit : if we look at them with respect to 
their troe character and substance, they are thefruitt 
of holiness and righteousness ; if we look at them with 
reference to the persons who bear them, Ihey are 
those made righteous by Christ; mahe the tree goad, 
and the fruit shall be good. You may mark their gra- 
dual progress in good thoughts, good affectious, good 
resolutions, good words, and good works, living so- 
berly, righteously and godly. Thus Israel, after all 
ils deep humiliation and affliction, shall bear the 
f repentance, failb, love, joy, peace. 
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brought to perfection in this rigbteons nation. The 
fruit of personal righteousness ; Isaiah Ix. 21. Thy 
people shall he all righteous ; they shall inherit the land 
for ever ; the branch of my planting^ the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified. The fruit of family re- 
ligion ; Jer. xxxi. 1. At the same time^saith the Lord, 
will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they 
shall be my people. The fruit of national union ; Ps. 
cxxii. 3. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact 
together, that is at unity in itself The fruit of national 
truth ; Isaiah xxvi. 1, 2. We have a strong city ; salva^ 
tion will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truth may enter in* The fruit of national glory ; Isa. 
Hi. 1. Awake, awake, put on thy strength^ O Zion ; put 
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city ; 
for henceforth there shall no more come unto thee the 
uncircumsised and the unclean. Isaiah Ix. 1. Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon tfiee. For behold the darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. The 
whole of the 60th chapter of Isaiah is indeed full of the 
rich spiritual fruit, full of the grace and glory, which 
the Lord will in that day give to Israel. All kinds 
of images and figures are used to represent their 
glory. All nations contribute to it. All creation 
adorns the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One 
of Israel, Neither is there any decay of its glory, nor 
any wasting nor destruction within its border's. There 
will at length be a happy spot in .the world, where 
peace and righteousness shall for e?er prevail and 
have a secure abode on earth, never to be disturbed. 

The illustration of divine grace and love in this is 
such as to call forth the most rapturous expressions. 
The restoration from Babylon did this ; (Ps. cxxvi.) 
and much more, will the restoration from all lands, 
of which that first restoration wiis but the pledge. 



S64 siscouBSB XIII. 

Bnw benutiru] arc the very words of the Divine 
SpiritT when oan we be weary at sacli tralhs ? ~ 
member thtie, O Jacob and liraet; for ihou art mi 
vant : I bine formed thee ; thoa art my servanl : O 
Iiruel, thou ilialt nat he forgotten of me. I have blotted 
out as a Ihieh cloud thy traHsffreitions, and as a cluad thy 
line ; r«(iirn unto me, for I lime redeemed thee. Sing, O 
y> heaveru ; for the Lard hath done il. Shout, ye lower 
parli of the earth: break forth into einginff, ye muun- 
laini, Oforeet and every tree therein ; for the Lard hath 
redeemed Jacob, e«d glorified himtelf in Iiraet. Iiaiah 
xliv. 2I--S3. Nor are the-ae lessened, bnt heightened, 
bj the assurance that thej are figurative of the yet 
liighor spifitual and eternal blegsiags belonging to 
the general assembly and church nf the Rrst born. 

O what rruitfnlneBS and glory will fill Judea, wht 
tlie kiou- of S^oty slialt dwell in Jernsalem, and Ibe 1 
Dame of the eity, in the closing triumphant expies- | 
sion of all Eeekiel's prophecies, the name of the ] 

CITY ntOH THAT DAY SHALL BE, ThE LORD IS THERE. 

III. The EFFECTS ON the world. And fill the ' 
faee of the viorld with fruit. 

So wonderful a work of God cannot bat bai 
surprising inllBenoe. Let us notice the cause of that ^ 
inflaence, and the extent of it. 

1. The cause of that influence. 

We may view the eflects produced on the world, as J 
they will spring from the following causes. 

(1.) The seal put on divine revelation. 

The Bible will be God's own book opened and c< 
firmed in its fullest glory. Every pert will be seen 
have a living reality. Heaven and earth, says omLordt 
ihall pais away, but my words shall not pass away. The 
scriptures cannot be broken. Till heaven and earth 
pais, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till nil be fulfilled. Those gracious promises am 
prediotions which arc now strained and perverted ti 
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be confined to a figurative application, will be seen 
to have been real, and pregnant with literal as well 
as spiritual blessedness and glory. Restored Israel 
will be to all nations the constant living evidence 
of the full inspiration of God's word, and according 
to that continually repeated prediction of this result 
— titey shall know that I am the Lord, 

(2.) The rich exhibition of divine grace. 

How fearfully guilty, as a nation, has Israel been f 
What wonders of love God wrought for them ? What 
patriarchs, prophets, kings, evangelists, apostles, he 
raised up among them! Our Lord himself was a- 
Jew, born of this nation ; and yet how have they de- 
spised and rejected all their distinguished privileges, 
and crucified the Lord of glory himself. But all these 
sins have not broken for ever God's covenant of love. 
They are to be freely, and fully, and for ever for- 
given. After that striking enumeration of their sins 
in Ezekiel xvi. it is said, at the close. Nevertheless, 
I will remember my covenant with thee, in the days of thy 
youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting cove- 
nant. Then shalt thou remember thy covenant and be 
ashamedf when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder 
and thy younger, and I will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but not by thy covenant. And I will establish 
my covenant with thee, and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord: that thou may est remember, and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when 
I am pacified toward thee, sailh the Lord^for aU that thou 
hast done, O when all the rich comfort of the gospel is at 
length poured into the very bosom of the once blinded, 
prejudiced and perverse, but then restored Jews, what 
a humble, contrite, zealous, loving, holy nation will 
they be ! What a testimony and pattern will they be 
to all nations of the riches of God's goodness ! If 
the conversion of one Jew like St. Paul was this 
(1 Tim. i. 16.) what in the conversion of the Jewisli 
nation will millions of such patterns be ! 




(3.) The unveiling of God's wisdom. Now God's 
ptaDS are greatly hidden from the eyes of men ; the 
vailing away of his people, the taliiag in of an elec- 
tion among the Gentiles, the varied afflictions of his 
church: all is hitherto in darkness and obscurity. 
What I do thou knomest not now, but thou »haU know 
hereafter. The blindness in part that has happened 
to Israel is indeed a mystery of which we are not to be 
isnorani, lest ne ihould be wise in aar own conceit! ; fur 
if we continue not in God's goodoeas we too shall be 
cut olT. But even then the final issue '\&—6odhatk 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might liave Toercy 
vpaaoll. And when events have unfolded all hia 
gracious purposes by their glorious fnlfilraent, every 
human being throogh the earth will join in fhe pro- 
phetic acclamation of the apostle — O the depth of the 
riehet both of the eiiadom and knoxnledge of God! Hok 
unseaithahhi are hia judgmentt and hii teai/e patt finding 
out ! for who hath known the minil of the Lord, or who 
hath been his amnsellor, or who halh first given to hint, 
and it shall be recompensed to him again. For of him, 
and through him, and to hint are all things, to whom be 
glory far ever. Amen. 

(4.) The assurance of God's FAiTHruLNEss will 
be another cause of the influence of Jewish conver- 
sion on the world. The scriptures often notice this. 
Psalm xoviii. 3, He hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth towards the house of Israel ; and then. All the 
ends of llie earth have seen the salvation of God. The 
same truth is broaght before us in the close of Mioah ; 
the nations of the earth are described as seeing and 
being confoDnded at the mighty miracles wrought 
for Israel, and learning to fearbim ; so that the whole 
world may join in the closing expressions. Who it a 
God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity and patselh 
bg the transgression of the remnant of his hej'itage? he 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth m 
mercy. He will turn again, he v:iU have compassvm 



I 



ZION BLESSED TO THE WORLD. 267 

upon US ; he will subdue our iniquities ; and thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea* Thou witt 
perform the truth to Jacob ^ and the mercy to Abraham^ 
which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of 
old, O bow will this overflowing faithfulness and 
mercy attract and win all nations to Christ ! Thus 
the earth will befall of the knowledge of the ylory of the 
Lordf as the waters cover the sea, 

(5.) The Pattern of national holiness will also 
affect the whole world. Israel will be the first spe- 
cimen that oar earth will witness of a nation univer- 
sally righteous, which, from the least to the greatest, 
will know the Lord. The prayer of the 67th Psalm, 
God be merciful to us^ and bless us ; and cause his face to 
shine upon us ; that thy way may be known on earth, thy 
saving health among all nations, will all be realised. 
They shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the 
Lord! And the effect is set before us in Jer. xii. 15, 
16, It shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them 
out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will 
bring again every man to his heritage, and every man to 
his land. And it shall come to pass, if they will dili* 
gently learn the ways of my people, then shall they be 
built vp in the midst of my people. 

2. Let us now notice the extent of this effect : 
To Jill the face of the world with fruit. This it is that 
gives a special interest to ourselves in all that has 
been hitherto said. It is not a mere partial blessing- 
to Israel* It is the method which infinite wisdom 
and love has seen fit to adopt for ultimately blessing 
our whole earth. St. Paul is very distinct here. If 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 
dead. The prophecies are full of descriptions of this. 
Thus Isaiah, speaking to Judah and Jerusalem, says. 
It shall come, to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and ALL 
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naliom ikall fioiv inlo it, and many people tliall go a\ 
tag. Come ye, aiid let ut go up to the mounta in of the 
Lord, to the liotae of the God afJaeah, and he will tetteh 
tu of hit vayt, and tee mill aalk in kit palAl ; for out of 
ZioK thai} go forth the law, and the word of the Lord ' 
from Jeruialem ; and he thai! judge among the natioru. 

The face of the world is lo be titled with froit, 
according to the promise (Pstilm vi. 7.), Then thaU 
the earth yield her increase, and God, even our own God, 
thall bleu tu, and all the ends of the earth shtll fear 
him. O glorioas issue of divine love ! God designa 
notfaing less for oar world than to form a nfio heaneit 
and a new earth, wherein duielkth righteoutnett. The 
blossOTning-, budding, and bearing fruit of Israel \a 
the great means for accomplishing tlits blessed re- 
null. Thus, at length, the Lord's Prater will be 
no longer viewed as a request to he attained; bat 
it will shew us a blessing bestowed ; il will no longer 
aid a struggle and coullict, but mark a victor; and a 
triamph; no longer shew as a hope, bat an eujoy- 
mcnt. No longer shall we saj. Our Father jchichart 
in/iraeen, but Thy tabernacle, O God, is with men, and 
thou dwellest with tbem ; thy name is hallowed ; thj 
kingdom is come ; thj will is done on earth as it in 
in heaven. Tb'e coumanicalion with heaveo shall 
be re -opened : the new heavens and the new earth 
for ever glorify his great name; the kingdoms of the 
world be for ever bis own, aud eartli for ever a beau- 
teous reflection of heavenly harmony and obedienoe. 

Those great promises of Bcripture which shew the 
general conversion of the whole world to Christ, 
and his universal kingdom, are marked as to be fut' i 
filled subsequent to his coming, and conoected with 
the restoration of bis people Israel, The 67th Psalm 
is the blessing nf Sion made a blessing to the eartb. 
The 72nd Psalm is the reign of ^ur Saviour over the 
world. The prediction in Daniel vii. 13, 14 is of a J 
universal kiDgdom at our Lord's retura. The n 
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morable and most delightful assurance that the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea, is connected directly with the restora- 
tion of the Jews in one place (Isaiah xi. 9 — 11.); 
and with the coming of Christ in another. (Hab. ii. 
3, 14. Heb. X. 87.) The equally memorable and 
equally delightful assurance at the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet, that the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign for ever and ever (Rev. xi« 15.), is con- 
nected with the time of the dead being judged, v. 18. 
The solemn appeal to Timothy joins together the re- 
turn and the kingdom of Christ; / charge thee before ^ 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge the quick 
and dead at hi^ appearing and kingdom, preach the word,^ 
be instant in season and out of season, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 
The promises of the Old Testament are very numer- 
ous, which join together the blessedness of Israel and 
the blessedness of the whole earth. No wonder then 
that the children of God are beginning to take a 
livelier interest in the welfare of the Jewish nation, 
now that the dawn of its restoration begins dimly to 
appear before us. O what an auxiliary, Christian 
brethren, to all our desires, efforts and labours will 
this zealous and righteous nation be!. We are faint- 
ing under the heat and burden of the day ; The har- 
vest is plenteous, the labourers are few ; the earth with 
its untold millions, notwithstanding all the efforts of 
the little flock of God's people,is passing onto eternity, 
in darkness, idolatry, enmity and alienation from 
God, full of strife and full of misery. And the scrip- 
tures shew us that at length there will be a right- 
eous nation, under the sway of the Prince of Peace, 
subduing all iniquity, attracting every eye, winning 
every heart, gaining the best affections of all king- 
doms, and finally bending all monarchs and all na- 
tions in willing tribute to its divine Head, the King 
eternaly immortal and invisible, the only wise God, our 



iS'aDtotir. We loo, uDder him, shall takt the kingdom, 
andpo/ieai the kingdom Jar ever, eeenfor ever and ever ; 
the happ; and glorioas rulers b; whom its hlessinss 
are dispensed. O how mightily that liingdom real- 
izes all our feeble plans of mercy, accomplishes ail 
our designs of love, glorifies tbe God of the whole 
eartb, fuilils all our prayers, and inspires our praises 
with rapturous Hallelujahs through eternity! 

The practical lessons such a subject teaches are 
Tery many ; but I can ooly just notice a very few. 

1. Take a lively intbrest itr the state op 
Israel. How many reasons have we for this ! We 
received from them our blessings. Our Saviour was 
a Jew; our Bible came through them ; our Lord's 
day through them; our conversion through them; 
our future glory througli llieoi. Most inexcusable, 
and base, and ungrateful is all despising and ne- 
glecting of the Jews. While, on the other hand, 
attention to them and interest in them is the very 
spirit of Christ and his apostles. 

2. Pour out fervent prayers fob Israel. This, 
God has again and again commanded; Pragforthe 
peace of Jenualem. Ye that make mention of ike Lord, 
keep not lilenee, and give kim no rest till he ettahUth, 
and till he make Jerntaiem a praise in llie earth. Sorely 
this ought to be then a distinct, prominent and lead- 
ing object in your prayers. Is it really so? Who is 
not guilty I Let us amend bere especially. 

3. Let Christ be preached for their convbr- 
sioK. This also God has distinctly commanded ; 
Go tkrouffh, go through the gates; prepare ye Ike Kuy 
of the people. Lift up a standard for the people, tay ye 
to Ihe daughter of Zion, Behold, thy Saviour cometh .' 
Repentance and remission of sins must be preached 
among all nations, beginning at JeTusatem—lo the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. Christ in his atoning 
death and his returning glory are the grand means 
by wliich Israel will be won. 
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4. Freely give of your substance. It is a 
talent entrusted to yon. The ministry of the word is 
a talent. Strength to labour is a talent. If a minis- 
ter is base who neg^Iects his ministry ; if a labourer 
is worthless who neglects his work, equally base and 
worthless is he who, having money entrusted to him 
of God, uses it not for those ends which God has 
required ; and he has required this use of our money 
for Israel. If the Gentiles have been made partakers 
of their spiritual thingsy their duty is also to minister 
to them even in carnal thingsy much more for spiritual 
objects. Oh brethren ! let none of yon be lovers of 
money ! The man who is habitually more concerned 
to accumulate or retain the gains of this world, than 
he is to see that his soul, or the souls of others may 
be saved, is no Christian. He has only a name to 
live. If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him* 



DISCOURSE XIV. 

THE PRESENT DUTIES OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS. 

[Preachbd to the Jews in the Episcopal Jews' Chapel, Lon- 
don, March 12, and at St. Augustine's in Liverpool, Sep- 
tember 27 j 18370 

Isaiah lvii. 14. 

Cast ye up^ cast ye up ; prepare the way ; take up the 
stumbling-block out of the way of my people* 

Christians have very plain, high, and holy duties to 
fulfil towards the people of Israel. Everything in 
the New Testament respecting Israel is calculated to 
excite the tender, compassionate, and kind feelings 
of Christians towards the Jews. Even with regard 
to worldly good,* our duty to them is made clear, we 
are called their debtors : For if the Gentiles have been 
made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is 
also to minister unto them in carnal things. And, with 
regard to spiritual things, we are charged to be fol- 
lowers of him who said, Brethren, ^ny heart's desire 
and prayer to God for Isi'ael is, that they might be 
saved* 

It is with these feelings that I desire now to ad- 
dress a congregation of Jews and Christians, and to 
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brinj; before them the solemn charge of the one Lord 
of all, addressed to all who pat their trust in him, and 
have one common hope to inherit his holy mountain. 

The people of Israel are here named as the people 
of God, in whose way stumbling-blocks, or occasions 
of falling into sin are now lying. Hence they are in 
the following verses described as being contended with 
and under wrath ; as smitten of God and afflicted ; as 
froward ; wandering in error and mourning. But God 
has in reserve health and comfort, peace and holiness; 
he purposes, when they are brought to contrition, to 
dwell with them and revive them, and restore to them 
full blessedness. 

In order to this, the stumbling-blocks must be re- 
moved, and there must be a preparation of the way 
for their return to God. It is to this duty I now call 
both Christians and Jews, in the name of the one 
God who is rich over all to all that call upon him. 

Let us consider, 

I. The stumbling-blocks which we Christians have 
thrown in the way of the Jews, 

II. The stumbling-blocks which the Jews have put in 
their own way. 

III. The blessed fruits of their removal. 

I. The stumbling-blocks which we Christians 

HAVE THROWN IN THE WAY OF THE JeWS. 

There are many such, and it is our first work who 
are Christians, it is fully admitted, to seek to remove 
these; while our own sins are unconfessed and unre- 
proved, what success can we hope for in seeking to 
free the Jews from theirs. Our Lord's direction is, 
firsty cast out the beam out of thine own eye, and then 
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy bro- 
ther's eye. 

This step is painful indeed, but absolutely neces- 
sary. I will not dwell on the more open sins of Papal 
apostacy, Mahomedan imposture, or the infidelity of 



nomina) P rotes tan lisni, and the genenil wickedneit 
ami immorality of those bearing the Chri»iian name} 
but rather speak of other stumbling-blocks which 
have been very general among Ibose professing Chris- 
tianity. 

1. Pehsecittion is the first stumbling-block which 
we bn*e placed in their way. 

Tbe Lord has not left us without warnings of thin-; 
sin. He says, Zech. i. 15, I am very sore diipieated 
with the healhen that are at ense ; far / Kna but a littU 
displeaied, and they helped forward the affHctiott. 
bylon, both literal and myslical, has been especially 
Kuilty here. God says to her, (Isaiah xlvii. <>), I vat 
wroth viilh my people, I have polluted mine inheritaTieti 
and given them into thine hand: thiiu didtt ihmu them 
no mercy ; upon the ancienl hail thoH very heavily h 
thy yoke — therefore ihall eeil tome upon thee, Dtta 
tion and deitmction — God's indignalion and wrathfitf 
anger are especially pronounced (Paalm liix. 2C' 
those who perieeute hitu whom God hai imitten, and talk 
to the griff of those tchom Gad has taimtded. Who Cl 
read the i37th PHsIm without seeing how deeply God 
resents any injury done to his people? 

Many are the awful threatenings against the per- 
secutors of God's people, (Isa. \. V2), It shall co 
pan when the Lord lialh performed his whole work (that 
is, of judgment), upon Motait Zion and upon Jertua- 
lem, I will punish lliefntitoftlie stout heart of the King 
nf Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. And again, 
( Jer. li. 24), I will render unto Babylon and to all lAc J 
inhabitants of Chaldea aU their evil that they ha'eedima\ 
in Zion. in your sight, laith the Lord. So, In the 2&tk'l 
of EBekiel.jnd^menLs are threatened against the Am* 1 
monites, tbe Moabites, the Edomiles, and the Philis- f 
tines, and the Tyrians, for insulting and injuring Iha 
Jews in their afflictions. Judgments were inllioled I 
upon the Egyptians for their treachery to the Jews.f 
(Gzek. siix. G, 7), For the same reason Mount Seir | 
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was panished. (Ezek. xxxv.) See also Ezek. xxxti. 
5,7. 

Now, DOtwithstandiDg these warnings, and neglect- 
ing them all, nominal Christians haye from age to 
age persecuted the Jews, and have thns necessarily 
raised mighty prejudices in their mind against the 
Gospel. The history of the Jews since the rise of 
Popery, and especially daring its power, has been 
little else but a history of persecutions. They have, 
in their Chronicles, registered against us, their banish- 
ment from England, in 1289; their banishment from 
France, in 1394; their banishment from Spain, in 
1491 ; and their banishment from Portugal, in 1499. 
Our own country unhappily has taken the lead here. 
What must be the natural conclusion drawn from this 
by the Jews : ' The religion of Jesus of Nazareth is 
hostile to us ; it is full of pride, selfishness, and ma- 
lignity.* O how the meek, humble, and loving Sa- 
viour has been dishonoured by this ! O what a libel 
have we put on Christ and his truth ! Now, thid 
stumbling-block must be removed by our firm protes- 
tation against this persecuting spirit as wholly con- 
trary to the gospel of Christ. When Jacob speaks of 
Simeon and Levi*s cruelty and unfaithfulness to the 
Shechemites, he takes care to separate himself wholly 
from their spirit: Simeon and Levi are brethren; instru- 
ments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, 
come not thou into their secret ; unto their assembly, 
mine honour^ be not thou united ; cursed be their anger, 
for it fotis fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel. W e 
must humbly here confess the guilt of our forefathers ; 
and show the true spirit of the New Testament in our 
Lord's weeping over Jerusalem, and St. Paul's ear- 
nest prayer for their salvation. 

Contempt of the Jews is another stumbling-block 
which we have placed in their way. Very contrary 
has our Spirit been to the spirit of the gospel. 

True, indeed, God had predicted, (Deut. xxviii. 

T 2 



37), of the Jewish nation ; thoa ikall become an atlo^- 
Ttii/iment, a proverb, and a by-word, among all nations 
whither the Lard ihall lead thee. This was to coma 
upon tbem, aocordins to the Divine purpose, for their 
not hearkening to the voice of God. But as the pro- 
phecies respecting the Messiah's heing cutolT, and 
his being dtUnered bg the determinale couruet and/ore^ 
knowledge of God, did not at all lessen the guilt oT 
those who took him, and b; wicked hands craoiGed 
and slew him ; .^o does not this prophecy of out 
making the Jews a proverb, or our Lord's prophen^ 
of Jerusalem's being trodden -under foot by theGeatilt*, 
«t all lessen the guilt of those inflicting these jndgv 
ments apon tbem. SennachBrlb was not the leas 
guilt]' because, on account of the sins of others, God 
brought it to pass that he ihould be la lay viaite i 
feaeedcities into ruinoui heap!. The Divine judgments 
at length overtook the Assyrian himself. 

See how God speaks on this matter to asGentilea; 
Therefore thua laith the Lord God; Surely in the firm 
of my jealouiy have I spoken agaiiist the residue of tht 
heathen, and affainst all Idumea, vihich have appointed m_ 
land into their postestioa with the joy of all their heart, 
with deipitefvl mindi ; to eatt it oat for a prey, Bzek. 
xsxvi. 5. O how opposite is alt this to the spirit of 
Christ, loving his enemies and dying for them I 

If under all the base and anworthy oondoct whiiA. 
Christians have shewn to ihem, and the contnmel]'. 
which they have in snch varied forms, for snch length* 
ened ages, and in so many countries heaped npoa 
them, the Jews have become alienated from truths 
which Christians hold, what wonder need it occa- 
sion! The reason is palpable: we have laid this 
stumbling-block in our brother's path, by shewing 
contempt instead of patient, persevering, weeping, 
and interceding love. 

How then can we remove it, but by a frank, open, 
and ingenuous oondcmnation of ourselves for oni 
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conduct in this matter ; justifying God's righteous- 
ness in the prejudices with which the minds of our 
Jewish brethren have been filled against us; readily 
acknowledging that to the Israelites pertaineth the 
adoptioHyand the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the laWy and the service of God, and the promises, and 
the fathers f and, tis concerning the flesh, the coming of 
Christ himself; and in the view of their being broken 
off for a season, feeling that deep and godly heavi- 
ness and continual sorrow which Paul expressed ? 

Idolatry is a third stumbling-block to be noticed. 

Though Christians were and are much warned 
against this in the New Testament ; though they are 
told again and again, idolaters shall not inherit the 
kingdom of heaven ; though the apostle Paul warns 
the Corinthians, Neither be ye idolaters as were some of 
them ; my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry ; though he 
says, Come out and be separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; though the apostle John gives as a last charge 
in his general Epistle the solemn and tender admo- 
nition, Little children^ keep yourselves from idols ; yet 
have Christians most fearfully apostatized in Popish, 
and in the eastern churches, to the most open idola- 
try, and left the Jews to be the witnesses both of the 
unity and spirituality of the true God. Perhaps there 
are one hundred and thirty millions of nominal 
Christians who have their representatives in Jerusa- 
lem, whose most apparent worship is idolatry. Hence 
the Jews there, judging of Christianity by Christian 
worship, have learned to view Christ, our and their 
Lord and Messiah, as *' the man who teaches Chris- 
tians to worship idols/' Oh, awful stumbling*block ! 
When shall it be removed? And though we may 
not, as Protestants, have thus awfully and openly 
apostatized, yet if a man may make his belly his god, 
if covetousness be idolatry, we are not without blame 
here also. Blessed be God, such labours as those of 
the Jews' Society, and our Hebrew Liturgy, and its 




speedj DSe in Jernsalem, will, we trust, soon help to 
remove these most serious hindrances in the way of 
their return to the Lord. 

Neglect of the law of Moses is a fourth 
stambliDg-bloclc placed by Christians in their way. 

In our views of our gospel privileges and the fall 
blessedness there provided for the guillj, we have far 
too much slighted and neglected Ihe law. I need not 
what great things are said of the Law. The 
119tb Psalm is full of its excellence. The law of tA» 
Lord ii perfect, conterting the sokI — more lo be deiired 
than gold, yea, than mucA fine gold, sweeter alto than 
honty, and the honeycomb. The New Testament sets 
it not aside, but establishes it as kolj/, juit, and 
good, and gives a motive and strength before un- 
known for obedience to it. Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God's own Son, was made under ii ; the very end of 
his work was that the Law might be written bj his 
I Spirit in the hearts of his people. The Old 
Testament closes with the admonition, Rememhm- ye 
the lata of Moses my servant, which I commanded unio 
him in Horeh for all Itrael, with the sialulet and 
judgment!. The New Testament almost closes with 
Ihe promise. Blessed are they that do hit eommandmrnu, 
that they may have right lo the tree of life. But Chris- 
tians have thought of the law as a severe master. 
While free from its ceremonial observances, they 
have spoken in far too unguarded a manner, as if the 
whole were abrogated ; lerms of contempt have been 
applied lo itj it has been confounded with ils self- 
righteous abuse; it has been viewed merely as a sys- 
tem of terror, rather than regarded as given in love, 
and altogether good and gracious; the whole of ft 
has been treated as if it were beggarly elements. 
Though inea have perverted its institutions, and put 
them io the place of Christ, and so rested in Ihe out- 
side forms instead of Christ, and by such gross abuse, 
made them really beggarly elemenls, yet the wbolo'' 
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law is indeed the eternal word of God ; his every 
word is pure and perfect : nor are we at all in a right 
state, but as we can say, Oh how I love thy law. 

Imagine, then, the effect of this despising of the 
law on a Jewish mind ! What an argument it be- 
comes against the gospel! How it justifies them in 
their rejection of Christianity, and hardens them 
in their unbelief, when they see in us the incon- 
sistency of despising what wc profess to receive as 
divine ! 

This stumbling-block has to be removed by our 
setting forth the example of Christ, our Lord, who 
magnified the law, and made it honourable ; by showing, 
— as indeed it were well for us did we fully under- 
stand, — the national wisdom of its statutes, the rich- 
ness of its promises, the typical fulness of all its 
ordinances, the reasonableness of its services, the 
depth of its meaning, and the purity of its holiness ; 
and, with all this, its full and entire harmony with 
the gospel in foreshadowing its truth, and in sweet 
earnest of its grace. Ob, that this stumbling-block 
were, indeed, fully taken out of the way by us Chris- 
tians ! 

Unbelief of the Prophets is the last stumbling- 
block to be removed by Christians which I would 
notice. 

One of the latest reproofs of our Redeemer to his 
church was on this ground, O fools, and slow of heart, 
to believe all that the prophets have spohen ; ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 
glory? We, too, have been very slow of heart on the 
same ground. The promises are full of special pri- 
vileges hereafter to Israel, and hence has risen a 
deep-seated and lengthened jealousy of us Gentiles, 
leading us to unbelief in the plain declarations of the 
Old Testament scripture. The restoration of Israel 
to their own land, though clearly predicted in words 
inapplicable to any former return, is disbelieved. 
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The return of Christ to reign over Israel as their J 
King, though acajn and again asserted both in the ^ 
Old (Zeph. iii. 14— IS. Zech. li. 10—12. Ezek. xxxvii. 
21—26; xliii.6— 9) and in the New Testaraeat (Lake 
i. 32. Heb. i. B. Rev. iii. 7), is disbelieved. The 
glory of their nation in the latter day, though the 
Old Testament be full of it (Isaiah Ix. Jer. X3 
xxsiil. Ezek. x\; Kxxiv; xkiti:}, and the New 
aanetionslhehope(Rom. Ki.25— 31. Matt.xxiii.""' 
is disbelieved. The subordinatiou of the Gentile I 
states to the Jewish nation, Ihoagh plainly predicted j 
(Isaiah xiv. 1 ; Ix. 3, 14 ; Ixi. 5—9. Ezek. xti. 61), i 
disbelieved- Their perpetual continuance as a na 
tion on earth, though expressly slated (Jer.xxxi. 35 
XKxii.37— 41;xxxiii. 17-26. Ezek. xxxTii.25-28) 
ia disbelieved. The resurrection-inheritance of their { 
fathers upon earth, though foretold by onr Lord 
(MatL xxii. 33— 33; vjii. 11) and hia apostles (Acta 
vii. 5. Heb. xi, 8, 9. 2 Peter iii. 13), as well as the 
Old Testamentprophcts (Dan.xli.2. Eaek.xxxvii.), 
is disbelieved. At least I aekoowledge iny own guilt 
in my past unbelief of these things. 

The evil effecis of this atorabling-block are very- 
great. Our mouths are shut when we would enter 
into argument. How can we convict them of unbe- 
lief iu plain prophecies, when we ouraelvca arc aa~ i 
believing in still plainer prophecies? We must seem 
to them like aliens wresting uway from them their 
mercies ; not like friends seeking their highest good. 
It shows, too, such un acquaintance with the scrip- 
turea, such want of common principles on which to 
argue, such lax modea of interpretation, and such a- 
doiog of violence to the aacrednesa of God's word, as 
must needs be real hindrances in tho way of their 
listening to us. 

Tbe removal of this stambiiog-block mast be ef- 
fected by the simple belief, diligent study, and clear 
anoonnoement of Jewish prophecies i by delicht in 
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the prospect of their faI61ment, and poaring oat oar 
ferTent prayers, and giving oor patient labours of 
love, for this end. Ephraim mast not envy Judah. 
We are the children of* the Jews, the very seed of 
Abraham, by the past reception of the gospel from 
them ; they become oars by the qaickly approaching 
reception of the gospel from us. Thus shall we, in 
spirit, falfil Elijah's office, and turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, 

II. The stumbling-blocks which the Jews 

HAVE PUT IN their OWN WAY. 

The confession by us Christians, of our own sins, is 
needful to lead you, our Jewish brethren, to» similar 
confession on your own ground. And having thas 
freely testified and acknowledged our own sinfulness, 
I would now, with equal plainness, and in the same 
spirit of love, address you, my Jewish brethren. 
Think of your rejection by the banishment of the 
ten tribes by Shalmanezer, as you yourselves ac- 
knowledge, 2393 years back ; think of the destruc- 
tion of the second temple by the Romans, and the 
banishment of the two tribes, as you acknowledge, 
1769 years since. God must have strong grounds of 
controversy in so long a rejection. Let us search for 
these in those scriptures of which yoa acknowledge 
the divine authority. 

In going through your stumbling-blocks, I would 
by no means imply that we Christians have not been 
guilty in the very same things, if not in the same 
mode. Far from it ; we too have sinned with you ; 
let us confess our faults one to another, and pray for one 
another, that we may be liealed. Chiefly, and in the 
foreground, I place self-righteousness. Moses, 
in whom yon trust, has solemnly warned you of this 
sin, Dent. ix. 6 : Understand therefore that the Lord 
thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for 
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I Stiff-necked peoplt. Sc 
41, speaking of yon in 
this time of your affliction, tkat if your uncireumcute 
hearti he humbled, and you then accept of the punitk- 
ntait of your iniquity, then the Lord will remember hit 
covenant with Jacob, and also his covenant uiitk Itaae, 
and alto his covenant with Abraham, will he remember, 
and Kill remember the land. Nay, God even promises 
(Dent. XXX. 6) tbat be himself will drcunicite ^our 
heart*, that you may live, O, how God pleads with 
you on tbia ground in Jeremiah ! Hou> camt tkou 
my, I am not polluted? And lliea, after cDutnerating- 
your sins, he adds. Yet thou saycit. Because 1 am in- 
nocent, surety hit anger shall turn from me. Behold, I 
wilt plead with thee, because tkou sayest, I have not 
tinned. Remember, 1 eotreat you, how yoa Bltaioed 
yoar resloration from the first captivity, by the deep 
hnmilialion and penitent confession of Daniel ; yet 
for seventy years they remained unhumbled, so tbat 
Daniel said. Under the whole heaven hath not been done 
at hath been done unto Jerusalem. As it mas uiritteH 
in the lav of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: ytt 
made toe not our prayer be/ore the Lord our God, tkat 
we might turn from aur iniquity, and underttatut lAy 
truth. O stumble no longer at this stumbling-stone, 
— your own righteousness. See how all the prophets 
have borne witness tbat the just live by faith, and ktM-] 
soul that is lifted up, is not uprigkt v>itkin him. 

Next, we place traditions of men. True, we 
Christians have also here sinned ; in Papal snpersti- 
tioos most grievously : and everywhere by trusting 
too much in man. Bot your own scriptures warn 
you, my Jewish brethren, of tbla sin. How plainly 
Moses speaks on this point, Deut. iv, 2 : Ye shall not 
add itnlo the word which I command you, neither shall 
ye diminish ought from it ; tkat ye may keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God which I command yoi 
How plainly is it testified, (Prov. xxs. 6, 6.) Ever, 
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word of God it pure ; he u a shield to them that put 
their trust in him. Add thou tMt unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. In the same 
manner Isaiah predicts of yoa: Forasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from 
me, and their fear towards me is taught by the precept 
of men; therefore behold, I will proceed to do a marvel- 
lous work among this people, even a marvellous work and 
a wonder ; for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. 

According to your own reckoning your Misbna was 
completed 1626 years since ; yoar Jerusalem Talmud 
1367 years since, and your Babylonian Talmud 1333 
years since. And what a stumbling-block these pre- 
sent in the path of simple faith in God's word has 
been sufficiently shown in tracts, published by the 
Society for promoting Christianity among you.* O 
return, return to the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this, it is because there is no 
light in them. What is the chaff to the wheat, saith the 
Lord? 

COVETOUSMESS is another stumbling-block in the 
way of some. I allow the noble liberality of many 
among you, but Iotc of money is, I fear, a real stum- 
bling-stone to some Jews. Nor do I go here on the 
general report of your fellow-creatures ; nor on the 
amazing wealth some of your nation have accumu- 
lated; let your own scriptures be the judge. The 
words following my text speak very plainly, v. 17 : 
For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and 
smote him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on 
frowardly in the way of his heart. So Jeremiah testi- 
fies thus : I will stretch out my hand upon the inhabit- 
ants of the land, saith t/ie Lord ; for from the least of 
them even unto the greatest of them, every one is given to 

* See M'Caal'8 " Old Paths/* a work fnU of information. 



eaveteutneu, attd from the prophet even unto the priett 1 
everg one dealelh fahetg. So Gzekiel testiflea, WUk 7 
their moath they thew tnucft love, but their harrt gottA m 
after their eovetausnea. Ezck. xxKiii. 3). 

O m; Jewish brethren, pat away, put away Ibiv.l 
stambling-bloclc. How can yoa possibly, 
words of Job, make yold your hope, and sity to the fint 
gold. Thou art my confidence, and really be the chil- 
dreo of the livlog Ood, and walking in the light of 
his countenance t Listen to tlie words of your o 
Solomon; Happy i» the man that findetk uritdom, ait^J 
the man that getteth understanding. For the mereh 
dixe of it ii better than the merchandize of silver, i 
the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more predont * 
than rubies, and all the things that thou canst desire art 
not to be compared to Aer. How can yon be a kingdom 
ofprieata to the Lard, the leaders in a heavenly king- 
dom, while your minds are thus grovelling i 
mire oF this world ! 

A FALSE ViEwJoF God is another slumbling-blook 1 
in your way, ray Jewish brethron. While yon haro ] 
kept at the remotest distance from literal and open 
idolatry, you have made to yonrselves a strange god 
uakoown to your fathers. This Moses foretold of 
you (Deut. sxxii, 21), Thei/ have moved me to jealmuy 
with thai which is not God; they have provoked me to 
anger unth their vanities, and I tvill move them to 
jealoutg u)ith those which are jiol a people. I mil pro- 
voke them to anger icitk a foolish nation. This day is 
this scripture fulfilled before you. We were not a 
people of God, we were a foolish iialion, and yet bow 
has the Lord honoured us since we believed in the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, To this depar- 
tare from the true God you were always prone. 
Thos, even of your coming out of Egypt, Amos asks, 
Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in th» 
wildemeig forty years, O house of Israel ? But ye Amw J 
home the tabernatle of your Moloch and Chiun your 1 
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imagesy the star of your god^ which ye made to yourselves. 
God takes as no worship of bim that which is not in 
spirit and in truth, and that which has no true views 
of his real character. And yet what peryerted views 
your Talmud gives of God ! How often has God de- 
clared by Moses (Deut. x, 17), Samuel (2 Sam. xiv« 
14), and through the Old Testament (2 Chron. xix. 
7), thatA« regardeth not persons; God does not respect 
any person. He chose you to be a blessing to the 
world, and you have perverted it to self-righteousness 
and high-mindedness, and, despising us Gentiles, and 
we now, alas ! have also fallen into the same sin. 
Surely the 67th Psalm may teach us both, that, if 
God is merciful to us and blesses us, and lifts up the 
light of his countenance upon us, it is that his way 
may be known on earth, his saving health among all na- 
tions. Surely your scriptures contain evidence enough 
that God is not the God of the Jews only, but also of us 
Gentiles, You have had partial views of God. How 
strongly Malachi reproves you for this, and thus an- 
nounces the solemn determination of Jehovah: / 
have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of Hosts, neither 
will I accept an offering at your hand. For from the 
rising of the sun unto the going down of the same my 
name shall be great among the Gentiles ; and in every 
place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure 
offering ; for my name shall be great among the heathen, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

Lay aside, then, all these false views of God's par- 
tiality. See that his special grace to any is for the 
good of all. See that his name is love. See, as 
Moses so beautifully reveals. The Lord your God is 
God of gods, and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty 
and a terrible, which regardeth not persons nor taketh 
reward. He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless 
and the widow, and loveth the stranger in giving him 
food and raiment. Love ye, therefore, the stranger, for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 



OISCODBSB XIV. 

I add one more stumbling-bloclt. The c 
and most fearfol of all your Hlumbliog-blocks, tbo ^ 
Hum of the whole is, yoar UNBELIEF IK the Son c 
God. This is your great sia, this is the capital guilt 
of youT nation, this is tbe nhale cause of your other 
sins, of your disperMon. and degradation, and un- 
parelleted affilction, lengthened, as you jourselveR 
acknowledge, nearly 1800 years. Too have walLed 
contrary to God in this, and have lironght on yon 
that gevefifold panishmeot so clearly and so often 
predicted in tho 25th of Leviticus. Though Maaes 
has so expressly forewarned you that God woald 
require it of yoa, if jou should not hearken to the pro- 
phet lilie himself raised from the midit ofyaa, you have 
not hearkened to that Prophet. Though Isaiah had 
predicted (viii. 14) that he should he far a ttone of 
ttumblijiff and/or a rork of tiffenre to both the homei of 
Itrael, you have not taken the solemn narniDg. 
When God said, as Isaiah declares (Kxvili. 16), S^ J 
hold, I lay in Zion for a foKudelion, a ttane, a trtej ■ 
ttone, a preeiout eomer-stone, a tare fovndalioa ; it still | 
came to pass, as David had predicted, the builder* 
refused this stone: that stone which became lAe Aead 
of the corner. Thus were Isaiah's words of your nn- 
liclief realized. Who hath believed our report, and to 
vihom is the arm of the Lord resealed? 

Thioknotio .say, the Lord Jesus Christ has not ] 
fulfilled the promises of g;lory. I have already ac 
knowledged the great sinfulness of us Chiistiani i 
oor nnbelief of these promises. A right faith in 
God's word would have led us, as well as you, to sec, 
the glory yet to bo revealed, as clearly a» we see the 
anfferings ready accomplished; and though now we 
see not yet all things put under him. it is only, accord- 
ing to his own words, delayed till he returo and \ 
establish everywhere his own happy kingdom. 

Christians are beginning to believe that the king- 
dom will be restored to Israel. O do you Israelites I 



I 
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begin to believe that your fathers have pierced God's 
only Son, have dented the Holy One and the Just, and 
desired a murderer to be granted in his place, and killed 
the Prince of Life, whom God raised from the dead. 
Let US in joint hamiliation put away every stum- 
bling-block, and come to the one God through the 
one Redeemer, for there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich in 
mercy to all that call upon him. 

in. The blessed fruits of their removal. 

These fruits are set before us in the verses which 
follow our text. 

1st. Humiliation and contrition.— i^or thus 
saith the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy plaee^ 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit. 
When we have removed these stumbling-blocks, all 
our high-minded thoughts of ourselves perish : the 
ground on which they rested is taken away, and we 
see what is our real character, as vile and miserable 
sinners before the Holy God. We get to Isaiah's 
state of mind, when he saw the glory of the Lord : 
Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a man of un- 
clean lips. We gain Job's deep views : I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes. Very clear and very 
gracious are the promises to you, my Jewish brethren, 
on this very point, in the prophecies of Zechariah : 
/ will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication, 
and they shall look upon him whom they have pierced, 
and they sliall mourn for Kim as one moumeth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as one, that is 
in bitterness for his first-born. Here is that sowing in 
tears which must precede your reaping in joy. Bitter 
it is, but blessed, most blessed ; it is the beginning of 
all your true glory. 

Revival and healing. — The promise goes on 




tlias 1 To revive the spirit of the humhU, and it 
the heart of the contrite ones- I have leen hii mtyi m 
uiHL Leal him. God, even oar own God, I apeak to < 
Jew and Gentile, is full of compassion, and will not 
ciontend for ever : when he sees llie end of affiiction 
answereii, and that men are brought to a. state of 
mind in which be can wisely and justly, as well ■« 
lovingly and gracionaly appear for thetn, then his 
mercy delifrbts 1o have free course in doing s*'*'^ to 
them. As the Lord, in his tender mercy, appeared 
for Israel again and again, in days thai are pasBed; 
in Egypt, in the wildernesE, under their judges and 
their kings, in Babylon, under the Maccabees, and in 
the birth of his Son Jesus, and ilie raising up of the 
apostles from among them, so lie will appear again, 
far more gloriously, and the former deliverances shall 
be no more related for the greater deliverances yet to 
come. Then shall it be said, as Jeremiah twice pre- 
dicts : The Lord linelh, that brought up the ekildren o^ 
Iiraeifi-em the land of the north, and from all the lamU 
ivhilher he had driven them ; and I will bring thtm 
again into their land that J gate unto their fatheri, Jer. 
xvi. 15—24 ; Till. It is not a new work we want for 
Israel, but a revival of former dealings with them; 
let ns then all plead for Israul, for whose revival both 
Jew and Gentile are deeply concerned, in the beau- 
tiful words of our Prayer-book, "O Lord, arise, help 
us, and deliver us for thy name's sake. O God, we 
have beard with our ears, and our fathers have de- 
clared unto us, the noble works that thon didst in 
their days, and in the old time before them." O when 
the great Physician comos how assuredly and how 
joyfully will be fulfil hisgracions 
Ir baekslidintj 
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CoMFOBT AND PEACE, too, are promised : I will 
lead him als9y and restore comforts unto him and to his 
mourners. I create tlie fruit of the lips; Peace, peace, 
to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saiih the 
Lord ; and I will heal him. No one can have read the 
Old Testament promises to Israel, without seeing how 
roach the Holy Ghost dwells on their being com- 
forted. Thbice is the command given in one place, 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people ; speak ye comfortably 
to Jerusalem. Twice is the promise repeated in an- 
other. As one whom his mother comforteth so will I 
comfort ye, and ye shall be comforted. This shews in- 
deed, first, the great depth of their previoas mourning 
and humiliation ; but it shews also the fulness and 
permanence of the comfort that shall be given them. 
How amazing will be the contrast to their present 
sorrow, when all the rich and great consolations 
which are in Christ Jesus are imparted. With this, 
perfect peace will be given. How often do the scrip- 
tares dwell on this peace as the resnlt of our Re- 
deemer's return and reign over Israel. His title is 
the Prince of Peace. They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning^hoohs ; na- 
tion shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. In his days shall the righteous 
flourish, and abundance of peace so long as the moon en* 
dureth. All these blessings, my Jewish and Christian 
brethren, are in reserve for us on putting away our 
stnmbling-blocks. Through Jesus we are one. He 
is our peace who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us. O let us 
together exalt and glorify His name alone. 

I cannot forbear another twofold fruit of the re- 
moval of these stumbling-blocks : Gladness and 
Glory. To these the prophet calls our attention in 
the latter chapter (Isaiah Ixv. 18, 19): Behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy ; and 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my peovle, and 

u 



e of Kteping iha/i be no mare heard in her; end's 



he bids all Ihat love her, and all that m 



D for her, 1 



eLoidtoo 

promises, / u)iU extend peace to her iihe a river, and 
tAe glory of the Genlilei like a flowing ttream. Isaiah 
Ixvi. 12. Indeed, when we remember Jerusalem is 
called by our Lord Jesus in the New Testament, the 
eitu of the great King ; and in the Old Testament, tke 
throne of GoiTi glory; and it is said of limes yet to 
come. Me name of the city from thai day ihail be. The 
Lord it there; when we remember lliat both Old and 
New Testaments declare, the Son of the Highest 
shall have given unlo him tie throne of hie father David 
and he ihall reign aver the home of Jacob for ever, and 
of hit kingdom there thall be no end; with such a 
Monarch, with sacb a throne, aed city, and kingdom, 
what words can at all describe, what imagination caa 
even reach the exceeding, the full, and the eternal 
glory yet to be given to Israel ! 

O when that quickly coming day arrives, white 
darkness eovem the whole earth, and the shades of the 
great tribulation thicken on every side \ and the first 
streaks of the Returning Snn of Righteousness paint 
the distant horizon, as his glory rises more and more 
upon us, with what shouts of joy will God himself 
say to Zion, while his gloriSed hosts re-echo the glad 
sound, Arise, shine ; for thy light is eome, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen vpon thee. Fur behold, darkness 
shall eoter the earth, and gross darkness the people ; but 
the Lord shall rise upon Ihee, and his glory shall be 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall came to thy light, 
kinys to the brightness of thy rising. 

O brethren, Jews and Christians, let us qnicktjrj 
lutual stumbling-blocks, that thi 
day of full blessedness and glory may at length, ii 
all its healing, shine forth over all the earth, 
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REV. c. Simeon's address to the .jjndergra- 

DUATES OF CAMBRIDGE^ AT THEIR MEETING^ 

OCTOBER 31, 1836, [page 53.] 

Thb following address firom the Rev. Charles Simeon to the stu- 
dents composing the Undergraduates* Missionary Association (of 
which the Rev. W. Cams, Fellow and Senior Dean of Trinity 
College, is President), was, at his express desire, taken down by 
me, from his dictation, on Monday morning, the 31st of October, 
1836, (while lying on his bed without hope of recovery,*) with a 
view to its being read at the meeting of the association in the 
evening of the same day. So calm and collected, so vigorous, I 
may say, was his mind throughout, that on reading over to him 
the draft of which this is a transcript, fto correction whatever was 
found necessary, and it was read by me to the meeting word for 
word as it was dictated to me, in a low whisper, from his own lips. 
It was written with the knowledge that the subject of the conver- 
sion of the Jews would be brought before the Society in the course 
of the evening. 

G. Spencb. 
Mt dbar TotTNO Friends, 
I have long wished to address you on this occasion, and since I 
had no hope of doing it by word of mouth, I have wished to do it 
through the medium of Mr. Spence,f but the weakness that has 

* He died on Sunday, the 13th of November, at a quarter before two 
o'clock. 

t One of Mr. Simeon's curates. 

U 2 



AppicKniz. 

come upon me, incapacitates □ 
You will, iowoTcr eicujo my ii 

The thing which I wish to bring before jon is thi« : — Ought mg 
Drought we not, to resemblB Abnigltr God in tie tbinp 
near and dear to Qod bimsetf ? 

It baa been (he one objectof myHfe to dow.and itiimy djinft' 
prayer foe jon that yon may do 

Now, I He's, what 13 at this very moment, God's view of his al»> 
Cleat people, and bin feeling towards tbem? " I have delivered 
the dtarlg Moved o/tn^ sou/ into tho hand of her em 
iiL7. 

Are Bnch God's feelings lowarda ticm even now ? And ongh* 
not onn to resMuble them P Have wo no enuso far slmme, am' 
lonow, and contrition, that we have resembled him so little ii 
past times ? And has not every one of oi caosa for sbaroct am 
sorrow, and contrition, for hie sad want of resemblance to God tX 
this very hour? Yea, for his very aiatrariety to God in Ibis i*- 
spectP Yes. have we not reason to blush and be confounded 
fore God, when not even a desire for this resembhmee has eiii 

Respecting them at this moment also, God says, (Rom. iL 28,). 
" They are beloved for the Others' saltea;" and have we no w 
of shame that there is no comip<mderux of mind between God 
OS in that respect P 

Bat God says concerning thero, " I do not this for your n 
house of Israel, but for tnina Aol^ name's soAe, wbicb ye havK 
pm&ned among the heathen, whither ye went. And 1 will 
tify my great name, which was proved among the heathen, which', 
ye have pco&ned in the midst of them ; and th« 
know that I am the Lord, saich the Lord God, v 
Bonctiiied in you before their eyes. For I will take yon &ai|L_ 
among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and wilt 
bring yon into your own land." Ezek, mvi. 22, 24. 

Now, I ask, let the Jews be ever so insignificant, that we-da 
nothing for tMr takes, ought not tbe glory of God's iolg nooK to 
be as dear to us as it is to him ? Are there no obligotiont lyii^ 
upon ns on this ground? Have we no cause for shame, and sor- 
row, and contrition, that these considerations have weighed to 
little in our minds? Surely, if we fell as we ought, the g 
God, as connected with this subject, Aould be deai to ns. 
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than life itself. But who in this view does not stand self-con- 
demned before God? 

But let us enter upon another part of the subject God*s design 
and purpose towards them (Jer. zzxii. 41), *' Yea, I will r^oioe 
oyer them io do ihem good, and I will plant them in this land as- 
suredly with my whole heart and teOh my whole soulJ*^ 

Now, I ask, is this God's state of mind towards them? What, 
then, should have been ours? But, alas! what are our own? 
what have they been in times past? What are they at the pre- 
sent moment? Tell me, are we not sadly unlike to God? and 
should it not be a matter of daily humiliation that we are so ? 
Yea, should we not all rise at this moment as one man with self- 
indignation against ourselves, that we are so utterly walike to God ? 
and so little ardent to resemble him, and to accomplish his will? 

Read what is said at Zeph. iii. 17—20, '« The Lord thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty ; he will save, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with sing- 
ing. I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assem- 
bly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. 
Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee : and I will 
save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out ; and I 
will get them praise and fiune in every land where ihey have been 
put to shame. At that time will I bring you again, even in the 
time that I gather you : for I will make you a name and a praise 
among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity be- 
fore your eyes, saith the Lord.** 

And having read it, ask whether we should not rise to this 
mind ? Can we hope for God*s blessing on our own souls, when 
we have so little regard for the souls of his most dear people, and 
80 (ittle resemblance in ourselves to him respecting them ? 

I say BO more. May God speak to all of you with thunder and 
with love. And may my dying hour be a source of life to God's 
interest among you all, both in this place and throughout the 
world! 

[The address was listened to throughout with the most intense 
interest and attention-— as a voice from the grave.] 
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SCRIPTURAL STUDIES^ AS TO THE CONVERSION 
AND RESTORATION OF THE JEWS^ 

POINTED OUT AND RECOMMENDED IN A LETTER TO A 

CLERICAL FRIEND. 

The fdlowing pap&r^ now somewhat enlarged^ was drawnupatthe 

request of a private Friend, 

Mt dbar Friend, 

I have great pleasure in redeeming the promise which I made 

to you at , to give you such hints in a letter as might assist 

any of our dear brethren to a course of study that would be useful 
in furnishing their minds for instructing their people in the Tery 
important duties of caring, praying, and labouring for, the salya- 
tion of IsraeL The only drawback is the conviction of my own 
ignorance in comparison of so many more able to render this work 
of love efficiently. 

I will bring the subject before you under Scriptural Reading, 
General Reading, and Personal Intercourse with Jews. 

I.—SCRIPTURAL READING. 

The largeness of the subject here is the chief difficulty, as from 
Gen. xii. to Rev. xxi. there is a continual reference to Jewish re- 
lations. I will therefore rather here give heads of subjects than 
any argumentative statement.* 

* The author has griven, in his Practical Guide to the Prophecies, a 
collection of the prophecies concemingr the Jews, taken from Powel's 
CoDCordaoce, which was approved by Dr. John Owen. The same 
table was also adopted by the Rev. John Brown of Haddingtoo, and 
inserted at the end of his Bible. The views respectlog the Jews ad- 
vocated in this publication are common to those who have diligently 
searched the scriptures. 
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I.— GSNXIIAL VIBW8. 

1. The danger of ignorance on this subject, and its connexion with 

the &11 of the Gentiles. Rom. zi. 25, and 20, 21. 

2. The mind of Christ about the salvation of Israel. Isaiah Ixii. ; 

Matt X. 6 ; XY. 24; xxiii. 37—39. Luke xiiL 34; xix. 41— 
44 ; xxiu. 27—31, 34. 

3. His last direction as to preaching the gospel. Luke xxiv. 47. 

Acts i. 8. Rom. i. 16. 

4. His exaltation to give them repentance, Acts v. 31. 

5. The mind of the apostles. Rom. ix. I — 5 ; x. 1. 

6. Their last recorded question to Christ and his answer. Acts i. 

6—8. 

7. The connexion between the history of the Jews and the pro- 

gress of the gospeL The rejection of IsraeL Rom. ix. The 
call of the Gentiles. Rom. x. The restoration of Israel, that 
God may have mercy on all. Rom. xi. 

8. The connexion of the Jewish economy with spiritual things. 

Heb. viiL 9, 10. 

IL — COURSE OF 8CRIPTC7RB TESTIMONY IN ORDBR OF BOOKS. 

Gen. xrii. 1 — 8. The original promise made to Abraham ; its ever- 
lasting nature ; its extent and perpetuity. See Acts vii. 
1—5. 
Exod. iii. 1 — 15 ; vi. 1 — 8. The connexion of Israel with the 

name of God and with everlasting promises. 
Exod. xix. 1 — 6. Original covenant with Israel compared with 
the Christian, 1 Peter ii. 5 — 9 ; renewed to Israel on a 
ground of grace, Jer. xxxi. 31 — 37; and the future 
application confirmed, Jer. xxxi. 38—40. 
Lev. xxvi. 32—45. Deut iv. 27 — 31. The promise of special grace 

to Israel after all their sins. 
Deut. XXX. 1 — 10. The promise of final restoration after the Ba-| 

bylonian and Roman captivities. 
Deut. xxxii. The song of Moses. 

ver. 21. The calling of the Gentiles occasioned by the 
sin of the Jews. 
29—35. Their victory at their latter end. 
43. The rejoicing of the Gentiles in Israel's de- 
liverance. 
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Psalms of Israers recoyery or deliverance. 

xlviii. Compare ver. 2, with Matt y. 35; and yer. 8, 11 — 

14, ita eyerlasting establishment. 

liil The comfort, the hope of the salvation of Inael, 

ver. 6. 

Ixyii. The blessing of Israel leads to the OentUes* lalyation. 

Ixviii. 22—34. Blessings yet to be foUy realised through 

Israel, as also Ixix. 34-^-36. 
bcxvi. Victory of God connected with Jadah and ItraeL 
bczx. Prayer for the restoration and blessing of IsraeL 
bczzyii. Privileges of Zion, notwithstanding its preieiit re- 
jection, ver. 7 — 16. 
xcviii. A new song for mercy shown to Israel, in which 
two great effects, joy of creation and salvation of 
God, are seen by all. 
cii. 13—28, relate to the redemption of Israel, 
cv. 5—12. The covenant of the inheritance of Canaan 
made to a thonsand generations ; even an ever- 
lasting covenant. 
cxv. Special blessings of Israel and house of Aaron* 
leading to general blessings. 
czviiL The same connexion, and also the blessing of Mea- 
siah, when Israel is restored. Compare ver. 26, 
quoted by Christ, Matt, xxiii. 39. 
cxxii. Prosperity to those who love Jerusalem, 
cxxv. The abiding of Mount Zion an image of eternal 

protection, 
cxxn. The restoration of Israel full of amazing mercies, 
ver. 1. 
cxxviii The crowning mercy to see the good of Jerusalem, 
cxxxii 13—18. Zion chosen as Gk>d*s rest for ever, 
cxxxv. Blessing on the house of Israel, Aaron, and Levi, 
and Jerusalem, prepare for a general blessing. 
Isaiah il The local hill of Zion : Compare Micah iv. 1 — 13. 
Connected with the worship of all nations. From 
ver. 10—21 : the great day of the Lord, the time 
tff its fulfilment, 
iv. Visible glory to rest upon the aasMnblies of Jndah, 
V. 3--6. 
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Isaiah viii. Judea dignified with the title of Emanners land. 

iz. The great promise of Christ is connected with the 

deliverance of Israel, ver. 3 — 7. 
X. The ceasing of God^s indignation (ret, 25) is con- 
nected with IsraeFs redemption, 
zi In this chapter we have — 

^ 1. Literal and Local restoration, yer. 11 — 14. 

2. Outward miracles to effect it, ver. 15, 16. 

3. The judgment of Christ attending it, ver. 4, 5. 

4. The blessed natural and moral change of the 

earth, ver. 6 — 8. 

5. The revealing of God*s glory. 

zii. Israers song of praise, and its diffusion through all 
nations, ver. 4, 5. 

xviii. Local presentation before Ood in Zion, ver. 7. An 
invitation to all the world to behold and adore, 
* ver. 3—7. 

ziz. Israel a source of blessing to other nations, ver. 
23 — ^25 ; and a special title of honour given to 
Israel, ver. 25. 

zxiv. The visible reign of the Lord in Zion, ver. 23. The 
season of this reign, the binding of Satan. Com- 
pare ver. 22, and Rev. zx. 

xzvi. The rejoicing of Judah in the restoration of the 
Jews, ver. 1 — 6. Its effects on the world, ver. 9. 
zzvii. The sure protection of Israel, ver. 2 — 5. The bless- 
ing of the world through Israel. The time of this 
the opening of the Millennium. Compare ver. 1, 
and Roy. zz. 

zziz. Knowledge, life, and joy, the ihdt of l8iad*s con- 
version, ver. 17^-23. 

zzz* 19. Two connected promises, the people dwelling in 
Zion and weeping no more. 
zzziiL The perpetuity of Zion as a habitation of the Jews, 
ver. 20—24 

zliv. The outpouring of the Spirit at Israel's redemption, 
ver. 1—6 ; 21—23. w 

zliz. Christ^s first coming ; call of the Gentiles during Is- 
rael's dispersion, ver. 5—7. Restoration of Israel, 
and their glory, ver. 8—26. 



298 APPENDIX. 

Isaiah liL Glories of IsnterB redemption, 1 — 12. 

lix. Their convenion — ^return of Christ, ver. 20, 21. Rom. 

xi. 26, 27. 
Ix. The foil view of Israel's restored glory. 
IxL The same, yer. 5, 6, 9. 
Ixii The mind of Christ on this sahject, ver. 1, and that 

imparted to his watohman, ver. 6, 7., 
IxT. The joy of Jerusalem connected with the new heaven 

and the new earth, ver. 16 — ^25. 
Izvi Travail and joyfiil birth of Zion — and her joy at the 

coming of the Lord. 

On account of the largeness of the subject the remaining portion 

of the Old Testament may be more briefly noticed. 

Jeremiah i. Promises of Israel's restoration, iii. 16 — 18 ; xii^ 

14—17; xvi 14, 15; xxiiL 5-8; xxi. 18— 2li 

xxxi. 10—14 ; 25-25, 38-40 ; xxxii. 37—41 ; 

xxxiii. 10—13 ; xlvi. 27, 28 ; 1, 19. 

ii Promises of Conversion, iii. 15 — 18 ; iv. 1,2; xziii. 

3, 4, 6; XXX. 17—22; xxxi 3, 4, 18—20, 31, 34 ; 

xxxii. 37, 40 ; xxxiii. 6—9, 14—16 ; L 20. 

Ezekiel. Promises of Restoration, xi. 17, 18 ; xvi. 53 ; xx. 

52—38,43-40; xxviu.25,26; xxxiv. 13, 14,25 

—29; xxxvL 1—15,22-24,28-36; xxxviL 12, 

21, 23, 25; xxxviiL a-14; xxxix. 25—28; xliiL 

7—9 ; xlvii. 13-21 ; xlviiL 29—35. 

Promises of Conversion, xl. 19, 20 ; xvi. 60 — 63 ; xx. 

37,43,44; xxxiv. 23— 26, 30, 31 ; xxxvi.25— 27; 

29,-32 ; xxxvii. 14, 23, 26—28 ; xxxix. 22, 25, 29. 

Daniel vii. 27, 44. The people of the saints of the Most High 

are specially the Jews. xii. 1, 2, Promise of Is- 

raeFs return, and attendant resurrection of the dead, 

Hosea iii. 4, 5. Separate restoration and conversion of the ten tribes. 

Joel iii 19, 16. Signal judgment on the Gentiles. 17, 21. Perpe< 

tual safety of IsraeL 
Amos ix. 11 — 13. The tabernacle of David re-established, Acts 

XI. 16, 17. 
Obadiah 17 — 21. Possession of the lands. 
Micah ii. 12. All of Jacob gathered. 

iv. 7. Her that was cast off made a jstrong nation. 
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Micah y. 7. The remnant of Jacob a blessing to tbe eartb. 
Ti. 18 — ^20. The pardon of all their sins. 

Zephaniah xii. 19, 20. The gathering again of Israel. 

Haggai ii. 6—9, 21—23. Compared with Heb. xii. 27—29. 

Zechariah ii. 4 — 12. Yet unfalfiUed. 

viii. 7 — ^23. The nations to seek the Lord in Jerasalem. See 
also ix. 12-16; x. 6—10 ; xiL 2—10 ; xiv. 10—19. 

Malachi iy. 5, 6. A second coming of Elijah, yet future. Accord- 
ing to our Lord^s words, Elijah truly shall come and 
restore all things; the full restoration of Israel 
here predicted. 

The New Testament eyidence of the Jewish Restoration. This 
is ably shown hy Dr, M^'Cavl in his tract. See Rom. iii. 1 ; ix. 4; 
xi. 1, 29. Luke i. 68—75, 32, 33. Matt xix. 28. Luke xxii. 29, 
30. Acts i. 6—8 ; ii. 30; iii. 21. Evidence of the New Testa- 
ment that the Jews are not now cast away, Acts i — ^ix. Rom. xi. 
1—5 ; i. 16. 1 Cor. L 21-23. Gal. vi. 15, 16. Ephes. ii. 12—19, 
Col. iii. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 4—6. Hebrews generally. James i. 1. 1 Pet* 
i. 1. Rev. iii. 9 ; xxi. 10 — 12. 

II. GENERAL READING. 

The Books published from age to age in the Christian church 
respecting the Jews are very numerous. I have recently repub- 
lished the whole of Justin Martyr's dialogue with the Jew Trypho, 
in my '^ Fathers of the Christian Church,** and from Justin to the 
present time the subject has never wholly slept. In my *' Chris- 
tian Student,** pages 540, 541, 579, and 580, 1 have given lists of 
these books. But it is only for those engaged in labours among 
the Jews that it is necessary to enter at large into these studies. 

For general use I would recommend 

Adam*s History of the Jews. 
Basnage's History of the Jews. 
Allen*s Modem Judaism. 



M^Neile's Lectures on the Jews. 
M^Caul*s Sketches of Judaism. 
Anniversary Sermons of Jews* 

Society. 
M*Caul's Old Paths. 
All M^CauPs books on the Jews 

in generaL 



Herschell on their present state* 
Hir8chfeld*s Strictures on the 

Jews. 
Glasgow Course of Lectures on 

the Jews. 
Finn's Sephardine. 
SamueVs Ten Tribes. 
Liverpool Lectures. 
West Street Chapel Lectures. 



Jewisli Sdcietj'"* Reporta, Eipoaitor, I: 

and TracU is geaeraL 
Mayer's History of the Jews. 
WoHr» Jouniala. 
Mr>. Simon's Ten Tribea Identified. 



Scott'i Answer to Rabbi Crool. 
Mosaiim, Rabblnism, and Cbria- 
tiaaity. 



Eyre's Obscrvatiana 



Leslie's Easy Method. 
Pru'v's Josepli uid Benjamin. 
Talib on Dayid Levi. 
Prey's Jewish lutelligencer. 
Questions and Answers, bj Lon 
don Society. 



Rcslfl 






Googe's Calling of the Jawt 
Miss Hancock's Feast of Tabar- 



indenon on Iiaiab. 



Bicheno on their RsstoiaCion. 
Faher on ConveiBion of Judah 

and Israel. 
Tyso's Enquiry- 
Brook's Elements of Prophecy. 
Meade's Sermons on the Jews. 

III. PERSONAL INTERCOURSE WITH THE JEWa 

This is the most effective means of getting a real knooledga 
of their slate, and a deep interest in thmn. They are, trtien we 
coma to them in the spirit of real kindness, eipreasing our good 
wishes for their spiritual wel&ie, in general very accessible, espe- 
cially when a common friend introduces ua to them. They hara 
received hitherto but little kindness from Christiana, and, thero- 
fo», ais the mare sensible of it when reaUy shown to them. And 
all intercourse with them on Christianity abundantly recompaUHv 
iuelf, in giving us increaiud and growing knowledge of the Old 
Teatament scriptures. 

There are various classes at characters, from the worst Infidel 
Jews, through the money-getting and self-ri)(fateoas, to the reaUy 
devout, the awakened, and the inquiring Jews. 

The Ml Hcquainlancs with Old Testament prophecy exceedingly 
facilitates access to the minds of the Jews, and removes stumbling 
hlocks. See my Sermon on " The present Duties of ChnBtiaiia 

Thus, my dear &iend, I have cndeavoored to meet yoni wisbea 
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by giving you such hints as have occurred to me. May the Lord 
give them his blessing I Sure I am that we gain a blessing in 
seeking the blessedness of Israel, in every way, in knowledge of the 
scriptures, and of the purposes of God, in a fuller view of his glo- 
rious character, and the riches of his grace, in deeper sense of our 
own privileges, and sins, and greater gratitude, and in an enlarged 
heart, for the good of all men. And as we are thus gainers, so are 
our dear flocks, whose spiritual welfare is what lies bearest to our 
hearts. May you and our other friends richly experience this in 
your enlarged efforts to bring this subject before your people. 

Ever affectionately yours, 
Waiton Rectory, June 5, 1838. E. B. 



IIL 

PREPARATION FOR SUFFERING FOR THE TRUTH.* 

Thb circumstances of the times are more and more bringing faith- 
ful Protestants again into fuU conflict with all the adversaries of 
ih€ faUh once delivered to the saints. In this conflict we are ex- 
horted to contend eamesdy. We contend indeed for the truth of 
God, the common salvation, the rich inheritance which God has 
freely given to the sons of men, and by the grace of God we know 
that we shall be more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
Though the war be sharp and prolonged, may we only the more 
uxue valiant in ^ fight, till we turn ^ armies of^ aliens to flight. 
The stirring events of these days call upon Christians to take the 
whole armour of God ; and his truth shall he our shield and buckler 
in ^ evU day. Psalm xci. 4 

There is one part of the duty of the church which has hitherto 
been little regarded. From the extraordinary peace which God 
has given to the world, a period of quiet clearly predicted before 
the last troubles, (1 Thess. y. 2, 3. Rev. vii, 1 ; viii. 1,) Chris^ 
tians have not had their attention directed, as the earlier church 
ha^ to the duty and privilege of suffering for Christ 



* This Paper was written for " The Protestant Annual," and is here 
slightly enlarged and inserted in tiiis work as further illnstiating it. 
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But as the predicted trials are manifestly drawing nearer, my 
object will be in this paper to lead Christians to prepare and be 
ready for them, that they may be enabled to withstand every 
temptation, and become the largest blessings in those trials to their 
country, their fellow-Christians, and their fellow-men. 

That TRIALS ARE BEFORE US must be obvious to every reflecting 
mind, acquainted with the actual state of the Christian world, and 
with the word of God. 

What is the state of the Christian world ? It is probable 
that a number considerably exceeding two hundred millions are 
now living on the earth, who have been baptized into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. What is the 
spiritual condition of these millions. Let us classify them and 
glance at their state. 

1 Eastern Churches 6 millions. 

2 The Greek Church 42 milUons. 

3 The Romanists 100 millions. 

4 The Protestants 60 millions. 

There are, we may well hope, in the worst of these classes, 
thousands who worship the Father in spirit and in truth : the 
number is known only to him who seeth in secret^ and is probably 
&r larger than many a desponding heart would imagine, and that 
even in those we are ready to view as the darkest parts of the earth* 
But still the actual state of the Christian toorid, as proved by the 
£acts that are open and evident, is manifest. By (heir fruits we 
know the fidse teachers, and there are sins open beforehand^ going 
hefore to judgment. 

The Eastern Churches have longest had the truth, and what 
is their spiritual condition ? While we have to thank God that 
amidst enormous oppressions and injuries from the Mahomedan 
scourge, they have retained the name of Christ, and the early 
creeds of the church, and have also suffered contumely of all kinds 
and degrees for that name which they bear ; yet, alas I whether 
we view Jacobites, Armenians, or Nestorians, they have, as a 
body, sunk into outside worship, the adoration of pictures, and 
confidence in saints ; and are to a large extent adhering to lying 
vanities, trusting in the wooden cross, and the merest shreds and 
forms of religion. They are also living in the grossest ignorance 
of Divine truth, and by all kinds of wickedness are constantly 
dishonouring the name of Christ The Saracen woe chiefly af 
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fected them, but ihey repented not, and they are now fearfully like 
that rejected earth which beareth ihoms and briers, and is nigh unto 
CursMffy whose end is to be burned. 

The Gbbbk Church, including the Established Church in the 
Russian empire, is a large proportion of the Christian world. 
There is much of Ood^s truth in different branches of the Greek 
Church. They hold the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian 
Creed, and they have separated from the Man of Sin ; though 
they retain, alas I many of the evils of that apostacy, using paint- 
ings and varied superstitions in their worship, and having, as is 
too evident, to a prodigious extent the name only of Christians. 
Christianity in the Greek Church, which had before lost its purity 
and power in those professing it, became, from the time of the 
Turkish woe, as it were, slain, through the countries that formed 
the third empire. Rey. ix. 18. 

The Romanists number the largest proportion in any single 
class of Christians in connection with the profession of the Chris- 
tian fidth, and there are many of the true people of God among 
them. Rev. xviii. 4. The European kingdoms still chiefly belong 
to them. In Austria, France, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Sardinia, 
Naples, Bavaria, Tuscany, and the Papal States, Popery is the 
dominant religion ; though more or less wasted and crippled by 
the revolutions of the last fifty years in every state. But have 
Romanists been taught by the judgments on the Eastern Churches 
to repent? No. The rest of the men which were not killed by these 
plagues, yet repented notofihe toork ofiheir hands, that ihey should 
not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, 
and of wood. There have since descended upon them five of the 
vials of God's wrath, but they have blasphemed the God ofheaven^ 
because of their pains and their sores, and rented not (^their deeds. 
Rev. xvi. 11. 

Protestants have now in their churches the chief vigour and 
purity of the Christian faith ; and in the British Isles and the 
United States, and in Holland, Germany, and Switzerland, as 
well as in other countries, great numbers of devoted servants of 
Christ have not defiled their garments, and are glorifying the name 
of Christ by their &ith, hope, and love. But the great mass of 
Protestants, even in the most £Eivoured countries, with an awful 
accumulation of guilt, sinning against the revived light of Divine 
truth, which had visited them, and all the solemn warnings of 
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judgmenta on the Eaitem Churchea by (he Saracen woe. Do the 
Oraek Chuirbae bj the Turkieh woe, on the Roman Chnrehes by 
the live Tiala of wrath poured on them, and on MabmneilBn land* 
by the 6th Tial piiured oa the river Euphrates, teem to have tinned 
before God with eminent nnd peculiar guEt Oh, let ua remember 
our real guilt i«, ca we Bland in the light of him who judges meo 
according lo the means which they have of knowing and lening 
him. The unclesD spirits that ate now abroad through all ths 
kingdoms of the Ronum Empiro, with their unparalleled spresd 
and actirity; Jesnila, Revolutiooista, and Infidels, sh 
nifesCly the eomipt state both of the Roman and the Protestant 
ChurchrB. And indeed we may expect Che greatc 
daring wickedness lo be manifested where the fiiUeat light and | 
late have beea persereringly rejecl 

And what says the word of God to this ? 1 apeak to those who 
admit the Protestant applicallan of the Reialulion ; who do not, 
because of difficulties in interpretations, in the spirit of the En^h 
InMel Giblwin, and the French Infidel Volney, reject prophetic^ 
tlQth OS they rejected Christian truth ; who 

ProtCiBtanl fonfathGn, that Babylon and the Man of Sin, and ths j 
■nj^tery of iniquity describe the Pope and Pop 

To Bach it must be evident, events have already largely fiilfiiled. ' 
ths Book of ReielaUon, and that all these corruptiooi of Chti» 
tianity were ibreseen. To such it in generaJly evident that ths 6lh 
vial ia DOW poaring out on the Turkish empire, and that the 7tb 
vial brings that revolution which ia described ass (rnafsariifiuii 
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gwoAs and u ffrvti^ This ban 



re upTfj tAe earih, so mighty an earU^ 



timoniea of the prophets and onr Lord, (la 
nz. 7. Dan. xii. 3. Joel ii. Z MatI 



e of Irottble before his re 



ts with those oft repealed te*- i 



. Luke xii. 35,) ctf ] 



; Ba,aoreeertiailie. 
And the righteousness aa well as the necessity of theae judg- \ 
menlB will be clear when we remember that peculiar light afforded | 
(Matt. X. 15,) and previous warning rejected, very greatly increase 
the guilt of men. The laraeliteg, neglecting the warnings i 
the judgmenta on Egypt had afforded them, were overthrow 
Ihe wildemesB. Pialm cvi, 21 — 27. When Judnh continued ids- J 
latry, unwarned bi; the captivity of Israel, the Lord accounted j 
Jodoh more guilty tlion laraol, Jor. iii, S — 11. For the same reft- I 



SUFFERING FOR THE TRUTH. 805 

son Belsliazzar was punished more severely thanNebuchadnezzar, 
because he knew Qod's dealings with his father, and did not hum- 
ble himself. Dan. v. 22. In the same way, as just noticed, the 
judgments on the Eastern Churches by the Mahomedan woes were 
a warning to us of the western, and the vials poured out on Papal 
and Mahomedan empires to us Protestants. All which warnings 
and the instruction then given, slighted, and disregarded, increase 
the sins of our impenitence, unbelief and high-mindedness, (Rom. 
zL 20, 21. Rev. zvi. 9, 11,) accumulate the guilt of past ages on 
the churches on which the judgment finally comes, (Matt, zziii. 
36. Rev. zviii. 24,) and leave their situation without remedy, 
(2 Chron. xzxvi. 16.) 

We may take it then for an assured truth, that trials of a spe- 
cially severe character are before the Christian world, continuing 
impenitent, and that they are near to us. It is clear that there are 
affreat nuUtUttde, teJiiek no man eon number, o/aU nations, and Awt* 
dreds, and people, and tongues, which stood before Ike throne, and 
before the Lamb, of whom it shall be said, these are they who came 
out of the great tribulation, (rt}s 9A(t|rco?s rt}s luyaXris.) Our Lord 
does not return till this tribulation has come. Matt. xziv. 29, 30. 
Luke xxi. 25. If we look for reigning, we must also look for pre- 
vious suffering. Matt. zz. 20—23. 2 Tim. ii. 21. 

But do the scriptures give any particulars of thb natitrb of 
THESE TRIALS ? This may be seen in the various predictions of 
them. 

Qknerally we may observe, in the words of Dean Woodhouse, 
^* Throughout the whole of the prophetical Scripture, a time of re- 
tribution and vengeance on Qod^s enemies is announced. It is 
called ihe day of the Lord — the day of wrath and slaughter — <f the 
Lord's anger, visitation, and judgment — (he great dag — the last day. 

At the same time it is to be observed, that this kind of 

description and the same ezpressions which are used to represent 
this great day, are also employed by the prophets to describe the 
fidl and punishment of particular states and empires ; of Babylon 
by Isaiah, (chap, ziii.) of Egypt by Ezekiel, (zxz. 2 — 4, zzzii. 
7, 8,) of Jerusalem by Jeremiah and Joel, and by our Lord, (Matt, 
zziv.) In many of these prophecies the description of the cala- 
mity, which is to BeJI on a particular state or nation, is so blended 
and intcrmized with that general destruction which in the final 
days of vengeance will invade all the inhabitants of the earth, that 

X 



the induitry and ikill of our ablest inWrprelere hato been «CBrca^| 
eqnal to Kpontla and aiBort them. Hence it hu been cos 
eluded b; judicious divines, tbat 'iheae patlial prophecies aid 
particulu instances of the Divine vengeance, whose BOCompliA 
ment we know to haTe taken place, are presented to us as typai, 
certain tokena, and forerunners of some greater eTOnt whi^ 
are not disclosed in them. To the dreadiii] time 
sal vengeance they all appear to look forward bejond their BiM 
and most immBdiate object. Little indeed can we doubt that st 
is to be considered the use and application of these propheeiea, 
sini» we see them tbus applied b; our Lord and his apostU*. 
(Matt. i. 22, S3; xrvil P. Johnxr. 25; i;[x, 36,37- AetsiLaO^ 
37; iii 19,22,24. Heb. >v.T,S; i.27, 37. Rom. iL 5. OaLi«^ 
21. Ephes. T. 14. 2 The«i. ii. 3, &c 2 Peter iii. 3~14. ) One ri 
the most remarkable of these propheeiea is that splendid, or rstbn 
most awfiil one of Isaiah ixiiT., the importance and nmtwuiU^' 
of which is b] he collected from the manner in which it is :' 

duced It repressnts the daj of the Lord's Tongeenct 

the year of the recompenses of Sion; it descends on all nation* and 

their armies The hosts of heaven are djsaolred, the he** 

tens are rolled together as a scroll of parchment ; the stars &I1 likK 
a leaf &om a vino, or a Bg &om its tree. And ;et Idaaea a naB- 
tioned by the prophet as the particular object of vengeance. Sildl 
seems to be the typical completion and primary application oftU* 
prophecy, bat it has evidentiy a more sublime and fatmo proapadl^ 

and in this sense tAe aMe jeorld is its object Such p 

phecies have evidently received their partis] Bccompliahment, yqfc 
as evidently look forward to a more full and glorious coi 
tion. They are not become a dead letter, they nniCe in 

the universal and final overtbrow of the enemies of Chris 
they encourage db to look with ee 
of the predictions in their final sense, since we have already se^ 
ihem fulfilled typically."* 

Some of the most striking PABTicULAna connected with ti 
last trials, and taking place in that day of the Lord which isaaai 
thouBond years, sbkm— for except aa the word of God is cleat bi 
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expreas, fiir be it from the writer to speak positively on unfulfilled 
events, and especially on the order of them — I say they seem to 
be these — 

Thb pboplb of Israel shall in thbss troublbs bb rb- 
8T0RBD to thbir OWN LAND. On this the prophet Daniel zii. 1, 
is explicit. In the midst of the trials, when the enemy is coming 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord i^aU Uftwp a dandardagcunU 
Urn, Isa. lix. 19. The Jews shall be remarkably restored : and 
this itself will be 00 an ensign U/Ud up on the mountains, and as 
the blowing of a trumpet to all the inhabitants of the world and 
diioellers upon the earth, Isa. xviii. There are two stages in their 
restoration ; the first, a gradual and prbparatory rbstora- 
TioN in a self-righteous and persecuting state, (Isa. xxvii. 12 ; Ixvi 
I* — 10,) liberalizing and infidel, (Ezek. xx. 32, 33,) and antici- 
pating their peace and health as come, ( Jer. viii. 15. Isa. Ixvi. 3.) 
This is the signal to the nations that the mystery of Qod is about 
to finish. Dan. xii. 7. Rev. x. 7. On this restoration the last 
dregs of their bitter Jbwish tribulation are drunk up by the 
nation, through the unprovoked jealousy, hatred, and confederacy 
of the Gentile nations waging war against them. Ezek. xxxviii. 
and xxxix. Zech. xiii. 8, 9 ; xiv. I, 2. At length, in the pro- 
gress of the day of Christ, and after the resurrection of his 
saints, thbir Mbssiah and deliverer appbars for thbm. Then 
the cup of trembling is taken out of their hand and put into the 
Jiands of those that afflict them, (Isa. li. 17 — ^23,) and passes 
over to the Gentiles, Rev. xix.) Thb full and glorious re- 
storation of Israel is after their preparatory restoration ; when 
the Jews join in the hallelujahs of the last triumph of the whole 
church of Christ, (Rev. xix.) on the return of our Lord. 

Thb tribulation op thb Gbntilbs commences with the 7th 
vial, and is the beginning of the third woe trumpet, or the last 
judgment, which is a lengthened period, including thb gbnbral 
PIRB described by St Peter, (Rev. xi. 14—18; xvi. 17—21. 
2 Peter iii.) and thb crbation of thb nbw hbavbns and the 
NEW EARTH. Isa. li. 16 ; Iv. 15 — ^28. The remarkable union of 
these two is put before us by Isaiah Ixvi. 22 — ^24, and by our 
Lord, Mark ix. 47 — 49. After the unclean spirits, like frogs which 
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of (he mouth of the 
beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, have done their 
polluting work, and gone forth to the kings of the earth and of the 

X 2 
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whole worlds and the wicked haye followed this evil voice — ^the 
result is to gaiher them to the battle of the great day of God Al- 
mighty. When the seventh vial is poured out, it is said, there 
was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the 
earth, so mighiy cm earthquake and so great. And the great city was 
divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and great 
Bai>ylon came in rementbrance be/ore God to give unto her the cup of 
the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. This subdues not however 
the wickedness of men ; it is still declared they blasphemed God, 
and then in the 19th chapter of Revelation we have their full 
overthrow. The images and figures and descriptions of this 
Gentile tribulation are some of the most awfiil passages in the 
prophetical writings. Isa. xziv. xxxiv. Ixiii. Mai iv. 2 Peter iii. 
Rev. xiv. 19, 20 ; xix. Some of the particulars noticed in the 
sacred writings are these : — 

Thb restraints now upon thb wickbd will bb rbmovbo. 
Popery, that man of sin, could not manifest itself because, as the 
Thessalonians knew, the Pagan Roman government hindered it; ye 
know what withholdeth, that he might he revealed in his time. In due 
time that Roman government was removed and the man of sin ( whose 
type was Judas, the Son of Simon, the son of perdition) opposed and 
exalted himself above all that is called God. But there is a farther 
withholding of evil ; he who now letteth wiU let, until he be taken out 
of the way, and then shall that wicked, or lawless one, the full growii 
Antichrist, like Judas in his last stage, shew himself, and be re^ 
vealed before his destruction. By the overthrow of governments, 
as in the reign of terror in France, the restraints on the wicked 
will be removed, and if other restraining influences be also with- 
drawn, we may easily suppose the enormous evils on every side 
that must then abound. 

POPBRY AS A STSTBM OF RELIGION WILL BB STRIPPBD BARB. 

TVie ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast^ these shaU hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shcdl eat her 
fledi, and shaU bum her toithfire. Rev. xvii. 6. Thus Popery, as 
a system of iniquity, shall be manifested, and the powers of the 
earth shall really hate her. Much of this has had its begin- 
ning in the plundering of church property in many papal coun- 
tries. 

There will be a visible, suddbn, and entire overthrow 
OP THE seat of this apostacy. Out Lord's prediction in Reve- 
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lation is yery plain. Herjploujue shall come in one dap, decUK, and 
mourning^ and famine, and she shall be burned with fire ; for strong 
is the Lord that judgeth her. In one hour is thy judgment eome. 
WUh violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and ^all 
be found no more at all. Rev. xviii. Infidelity may scoff at these 
statements. He who believes God^s words will stand in awe of 
them ; and such passages clearly show a violent and sadden visit- 
ation from heaven, on the head and seat of the apostacy. And no 
wonder infidels scoff beforehand, when even these judgments will 
not bring the kingdoms of this world to true repentance. 

The kingdoms op this world shall after this makb opbn 
WAR AGAINST OUR LoRD Christ. The gatherings fiat the war 
seem already beginning to take place. The kings are gathered 
together by the ikree undean spirits which go forth unto the kings of 
the earth and of the whole world, to gaiher them to the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty. Rev. xvi. 14. These shall make war 
with the Lamb. Rev. xvii..l4. The war itself is described in the 
19th chapter. 

All thb bnbmibs of Christ unitb togbther against 
him in this last war. One passage may shew this. / saw the 
beast, and the kings of thr earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war againd hiufhat sat on the horse, and against his army : 
and the beast was taken^and with him the false prophet. 

Without entering into explanations of these predictions, the 
general aspect is suiBciently clear. They all shew a violent con- 
flict and struggle yet to come, carried on by the enemies of our 
Lord against him and his people. The general tendency of all 
these predictions is clear, and their near approach to our times, 
must, to those who hold the Protestant interpretation of the Re- 
velation, be manifest. Thb fbarful issub of thbse conflicts 
is an unparalleled vintage, the great wine-press of ^ wraihofGod, 
Rev. ziv. 18, and an unparalleled supper, the supper of the great 
God, filling all the fowls ^at fiy in the midst of heaven, with the 
flesh of kings — captains— mighty men — and all men bo^ free and 
bond, boffi small and great. Rev. ziz. 7, 8. After this comes thb 

IfTLLENNIUM. ReV. XX. 

Such are the plain predictions of the word of God, as to the day 
of tribulation yet to come, and they are here stated that the reader 
may see the special reason in these days for seeking to bring men 
to a prepared state for trials ; and that Protestants who hold the 
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pnre feitJi of Cliriit, may he ready for the peculinr difflraltio of I 
ihii time, and be fully blessed in them. Lei UB next amiiiec, T 

Thb srrtiATioN op Goo's childb 
There may piobably be A sealed class (compare Euk. ix. and 
R«T, viL ), remarkably and altogether preserved from these jndg- 
ments, posaibly byan early death, Isaiah Ivii. 1,S. aeJnsiah, 
3 Chron. Miiv. 28. 

It ia clear that many of Oon's servants will si sRAttKES 
IN THK TMALR. As Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and Daniel shared 
the liials of the first captivity ; as the first Christians, though pre- 
Berred from the horrorB of the siege of Jemsalom, had suffered 
mnch previously (1 Thess. iL 14), bo we have reason lo think the 
chnrch, represented by that of Philadelphia, while preserved, will 
jet pass threugh lie ionro/lemplaiioH vihiiA skull ame uponallUe 
KOrld, tn try them Ihat dadl upon lie eord. It will be seen, by 
tiieir btuning lamps and readiness to go ont to meet him, who aie 
wise rirginfi and who are foolish. &iery nucn'i work siall be nmJg 
matii/ist,/ar tie dag shall dtdan it, beaivae ii siaS be nnwtU tgi 
fire, aad the fire ahail by evtiy nian'i ta>ri, o/ieliai lortitu. 

It is on awakening question put by Dm Lord, wbenheis ipeal 
ing of the soiteriugs of bis people under their last enemiei, ai 
that God will avenge them, nevertkeiess when the Sou of M9A fl 
ODinetA sW2 ie find failh o» lie earth : as if the triumph of thiB J 
adTersary, and the delay of Ood's judgment and their oi 
ings were suck as lo stagger the iaith of Tiod's own elect. It is 
nol however asserted that their faith shall (ail, but it is prrt si k I 
BDlenm caution and warning of the peculiarly aggravated natnr 
the temptation, and a quickening call to iaitb, whatever the t 
may be, that we may hope against hope to the end. A sim 
question occnrs Matt. II. 92. See also Matt. iv. 21— 27. Mailt'.| 
ii. 23. 

But io these trials then will be such a 

BBALLV SHKlTEa THK PBBPAIlKn SKHVANTO OT CbRMT FtlOM'l 

EVIL. Tins is often hrougkt befiire us. In the midst of the hut| 
troubles, the disciples of Chiist are directed io liflvp thnir he 
far their rsdenipfim dravxlh nigh. They can say, Go^ it mtr n 
fugc and sfrewrfi, a wr^ prtieat help in time of InuUe. They u 
charged, Come ay people, enter (Ion into thy chambers, and slKt fi()hV 
doora aliovt thee ; hide thym^ oi if mere for a imie monwiil, mitU ttefl 
indtgaaUm be overpa^- Ibb. ixvi 20. They are ssaored, PfcmiMM 
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thou hast kept ^ toord of my patienoe^ J also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation. And again : The Lord knotoeth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptation^ and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
Judgment to be punished. 

But it is not merely a refuge and deliverance that will be pro- 
vided ; the tribulation itself will be a timb op unspxakablb and 
8PBCIAL ADVANTAGB TO THBM. In this great tribulation they 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. They who now watch, and pray, will then be accounted 
worthy to escape all thosethings that shaU come to pass, and to stand 
b^ore the Son of man. We are solemnly assured, not only that that 
day shall not overtake them as a thief, and that they are not ap- 
pointed to wrath ; but also that they are appointed to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. In the darkest part of the tribulation 
they are assured thus : Ye shall have a song cuinthe n^fht, ti^en a 
holy solemnity is kept, and gladness of heart as when one goeth with a 
p^ to come into the mountain of the Lord. Such promises intimate, 
not merely a preservation, but a season of peculiar holiness and 
solemn joy to Qod^s children at this time ; a season which rapidly 
ripens and prepares the saints for their rapture to glory, without 
that separation of the spirit from the body which has hitherto 
taken place in the death of believers in general. 

The day of tribulation will be thb day of largb convbrsion 
TO Christ. It will give striking advantages to the saints, for 
manifesting the blessedness of true religion. We have many ex- 
plicit statements that the time of these judgments will be the time 
of extended conversion of souls. The great multitude which no 
man can number, came out of it Rev. viL The last gatherings to 
the great supper are that the house may be filled. Luke xiv. 23. 
We are assured, when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabi- 
tants of the world shaU learn righteousness. Isaiah xxvL 9. The 
great harvest of the church, possibly in itself a time of trial, pre- 
cedes the full vintage of wrath. Rev. xiv. Just after Daniel men- 
tions this great tribulation (Dan. xii. 1), and the resurrection fol- 
lowing it, he gives the most glowing of all the promises to those 
successful in labours for the spiritual good of others ; they that be 
tnse shall shine as the brightness qfthejirmament, and they that turn 
many to rigkteoutnets as the stars for ever. This accords with that 
which he fiurther predicts : they that understand among the people 
sftott tPMfriM^mawjr, yet they shall fall by the sword, and by/lame, by 
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cc^vUp, and by spoil fnany days. Thus, as in the beguming,, the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. 

By the great difference of the effects of these troubles, thb dis- 
tinction BETWEEN THB RIGHTEOUS AND THB WICKBD SHALL 

BE MANIFEST. Now it is often difficult to ascertain the real 
character of men, and in distinguishing we often make mistakes ; 
then it will be manifest as the sun at noon-day. Now we oaU tile 
proud happy ; then the day comes tiiat shall butTt cu an oven, and 
aU the proud, yea, and all thai do wickedly, shall be as stubbie. Now 
men Ba,j,Wha^ proJU is U if toe keep God's ordinances 7 Then those 
who have feared the Lord will be spared as his dear children ; 
and be as hisjeuxlsy while the folly of the wicked shall be manifest 
unto all men. And men shall return, and discern between the riffh- 
teous and tiie unoked, and him that serveth God and him tiiat serveth 
Mm not. 

The CHARACTBR AND SITUATION OP THB WICKBD UNDB& THBSB 

TRIALS, is also brought before us. There are those who will re- 
main unconverted under these unequalled exhibitions of grace on 
the one hand, and judgment on the other. As Luther once said, 
" I believe it will come to pass, that the greater and clearer the 
light of the gospel is, the more wicked the world will be.** Their 
character will become more and more desperately wicked (2 Tim. 
iii. 13), and this wickedness more manifest to alL Rev. xix. 19. 
Even now c^ier iheir hardness and impenitent hearts, tiiey treasure 
up to themselves wrath affainai the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of "God, It appears clear that the tribulation 
of the seventh vial serves to separate men into their respective 
classes, and not finally to destroy the wicked. When the great 
hail out of heaven fisdls upon the wicked, they do but blaspheme 
God because of the plague qftiie hail. Rev. zvi. 21. It is the very 
mark of Antichrist, with his many followers, to deny that Jesus is 
coming {fpxofiefov) in tite flesh. 2 John 7. Thus Pharaoh in Egypt 
grew more hardened with each successive judgment, till his last 
overthrow. They will go on to make war with the Lamb and his 
followers ; and probably will reduce the people of Christ to such 
extremities, as to make, as we have noticed, their £Eiith ready to 
£eu1 and their hope to fiunt Their continued impunity, and the 
prolonged absence of the Lord, produces entire unbelief of his re- 
turn at all in the world (2 Peter iii. 4) ; and the excess of sufieiv 
ing, and the delay of divine vengeance on the wicked, causes de- 
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spondency in God^s people. Hence our Lord says, Shall not God 
avenge his own electa which cry day cmd night unto hint^ though he 
bear long with them ? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh shall he Jind faith on the 
earth ? Luke xviii. 7, 8. 

It is in tltis extremity of the church, I apprehend, and previous 
to the national conversion of Israel, that thb Lord descends 
FROM HEAVEN (1 Thess. iv. 16) and that the resurrection, ga- 
thering, AND TRANSLATION OF THB SAINTS TAKES PLACE. The 
saints, whether brought to Christ from among Jews or Gentiles, the 
first fruits unto God and the Lamb, the faithfrd remnant according 
to the election of grace, are greatly blessed, prepared, and sanctified 
in the last tribulation, are changed and translated, and, with 
THOSE raised FROM THEIR GRAVES, ASCEND to the immediate 
presence of the Redeemer, and all are received to the heavenly 
state. The saints then are judged according to their works, 
and have their lots assigned to them by their righteous Judge, 
in their blessed and heavenly kingdom. Dan. xii. 2, 3, 13. 
Matt. XXV. 33—40. 

The earth for a season seems left wholly to the unconverted ; 
the Jewish nation, not yet truly converted, but self-righteous 
(Isa. Ixvi) and infidel, and the nominal church in its Laodicean 
state of wretched ignorance. After the first recovery of the wicked 
from their surprise at the translation of the saints, they, like the 
Egyptians, pursue their enmity ; and especially manifest it to- 
wards the Jewish nation, in part restored to their own land. 
There are many predictions of this ; see especially the last chap- 
ters of Isaiah and Zechariah, the 38th and 3dth of Ezekiel, and 
the 19th chapter of Revelation. 

These attempts issue in the return op our Lord with all 
HIS SAINTS (Zech. xiv. 5. Jude 14, 15. Rev. xix. 14.) to our earth. 
While the earth is covered with darkness, and gross darkness over- 
spreads the nations, the true Light returns to Sion; the conversion 
of the Jewish nation, and the awfiil, and immediate, and everlast- 
ing punishment by fire of the living obstinately wicked, and their 
being oast alive into a lake burning toith fire and brimstone, to be 
tormented day and night, for ever and ever, follows upon this re- 
turn. Rom. xi 26. The conversion of the Jewish nation, and 
these direct judgments from God our Saviour on the wicked, end 
in that nation becpmiag a fuller blessing to the rest of the worid. 
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even than they have yet been. While some of the Gentile* 
eaci^iiDg, Ihiongh the tbrbearance of God, oot of these laat judg- 
I One jatioia ajar off, Oiat law tnt Aeard Oiefomi 
<r toM «■ hii fflory. Iiuah UtI 19. Thus d« 
iid an aaad Aall wali in OeliglUo/ At heavady 
a, and Bit kiigt <^ He earth Mag Iheir iosoar and gloril 
The glorified saints reign In the millennial einodc 
witbCbriat; thelaatrebellionlBkeeplace-, TOt lumntxtn of Ti 
[)BAii,(ReT. XX. 12. Matl. XIV. 41— 4G,)nDt parUtkersofthefii 
resnicection succeeds ; and then the glorified boat reign Jor et 
and ever oFer a ranoyated and righteona world. Rev. iiL 1 — , 

Thai finally, God^s righteouanesB and grace* and oil his good 
and holy dealings with the sons of men will he made no clear that 
be Till be folly justified, and glarificd for eyer hy all cnatioQ, i 
a recovered world and perfected new heavens and a new earth. 

Let us yet farther fur a moment glance at tub ulorv or th 
RISEN CHURCH OF CHRI9T. Who COD describe this. Iffsn haA 
not Ken, nor ear laard, neither have entered into the heart cf I 
lie things urkidi Ood iaOi prepared for fien thai lace Aim (1 Con 
ii. 9), or them that tooit/or *™ (Isa. liiy. 4); and ihej are only 
revealed to us by his Spirit ; what mast be the hleesednesa si 
glory of n reBurrection body, and a perfectly purified soul ! What 
the blessedness of associating for ever only with those thus gloriooa, 
of sharing all their joys, and with them living always in that pre- 
sence of our one Lord, where isfiilneas of joy 1 Who can tell what 
royalties we partake of in the heavenly kingdom, what priestly 
offices we are there honaured with, vrhal the beauteons splendonT 
of the heavenly Jerusalem is? What the Lord God giving light to 
his servants there shall be? Who can reach the height, or fathom 
the depth, or measure the length and breadtli of the love of our 
Iranianuel, and the glories of the mansions he is preparing fiir hi* 
failbfu! followers. See the promises made (o the Dyercomers in 
seveii chorches, how they are added one to another, till the a\ 
comers are raised to the highest throne of Immanuol's glory. To 
AtjTt (hot oeeroometi mil I grant to sit inth me tn my throne^ et 
Ofl / algo overeamej and am at down with my Father in his fl rpMfc. 

I da not wonder at the almost extravagant desire of nuutyidant 
in the eoily chnrch, having full faith in these promises. The nf- 
ferings befijie lu will reauire this &iih. To assist the readBi*« 
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£Euth, let UB consider somb of the great benefits of suf^ 
FBRiNO FOR THE TRUTH'S SAKE. Had we indeed only thoBe 
words, Slewed are they which are persecuted for righteousness^ sahe^ 
we might be sure that our Lord would not mislead us. But he 
has strengthened our £uth by more distinctly and fiilly shewing 
how they are blessed. 

The PURIFYING EFFECTS of tribulation are often set before U8« 
Thus the apostle Peter says, If need 60, ye are in heaviness trough 
mamfold temptations^ that the trial of your faiih being muck more 
precious than of gold that perisheth^ though U he tried wUhJire, m^^ 
be found unto praise^ and honour, and glory, at ^ appearing of 
Jesus Christ. And the apostle Paul tells the Hebrews, No e&dw- 
iemng for the present seemieth to he joyous; nevertheless^ afterwards it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruits ofr^hteousness to them whuA, are exer- 
cised hereby. Similar statements occur frequently in the Holy 
Scriptures. Thus our Sayiour was perfected, and we are to be 
perfected in a similar manner. Luke vi. 40. The fellowship of his 
sufferings is neeedful, before we can be fully like him. Intense 
hatred of sim, and ardent love to God, and inward purity, are ad- 
vanced most by sanctified afflictions. And how clearly are these 
things predicted by D^el in the last days : Many shall he puri- 
fied, and made white, and tried, but the wiehed shall do wickedly^ 
and none of the wicked ihaU understand, but the wise shall under- 
stand. Dan. xii. 10. 

The VAST USEFULNESS TO OTHERS of futhful sufferings, is eri- 
dent in the past history of the Church. All its successes and tri- 
umphs have been thus attained. Our Sayiour's sufferings pre- 
ceded the numerous con versions to the early church ; the apostolic 
sufferings and those of the first martyrs, preceded the establish- 
ment of religion in the Roman empire ; the martyrdom of the 
witnesses before the Reformation, preceded their resurrection at 
the Reformation ; the sufferings of the Reforpiers went before the 
establishment and enlargement of the Protestant churches. Men 
are generally blessed in the result as they have suffered for the 
truth, and few have been largely blessed without going through 
much suffering. Doubtless, then, the exceeding grace given ta 
£uthfnl Christians, keeping them &om the hour of temptation 
(Rev. iii. 10), and delivering them out of it (2 Peter ii 9), will 
be a large blessing to multitudes in that tribulation. Rev* vii 14. 
And as we have some intimations that there were those who re- 
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pented during the progress of the deluge (1 Peter iii. 19), so may 
a countless multitude yet be brought to Christ through the fidelity 
given to suffering Christians in the last days. 

The national bbnbfits connected with the sufferings of 
Christians are very great. See what a candle Latimer and his 
brother Ridley kindled in Britain by their sufferings ! Which of 
the prophets, apostles and martyrs have not, by their sufferings, 
helped ultimately to preserve and spread vital godliness among 
some at least in their own country ? Jerusalem would have been 
preserved firam the Chaldean invasion if the Lord had found a num 
to stand in the gap before Um. Ten righteous men would have 
preserved Sodom. We know not how &r it may please God 
Britain may yet be spared in the last judgments, or raised out 
of them, greatly humbled and purified, through the fidthfiilnesB of 
British Christians, to the Lord Jesus Christ. How glorious an 
object is it for a Christian's aim, to be a national blessing in the 
highest sense to our beloved land ! may we covet this happi- 
ness, and attain it by fidelity to Christ ! 

Thb glorifying of 6od*s grbat name is a yet higher aim 
which is set before us as a duty in the tribulation to come^ This 
was the first and ardent desire of the Redeemer in commencing 
his last prayer with his disciples. Faster ^ the hour is come^ scorify 
iky Son, that thy Son alw may glorify thee. This desire consoled 
and strengthened him in all that was before him — Father, glor^y 
thy name. We also are taught that in the last judgments, when 
the city of confusion is broken up, there shall be a remnant of 
whom it is predicted, ^ley shall lift tq> their voioe^ they shaU sing 
for OiA mc^esty of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea. Where- 
fore glor^ ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the God of 
ike Israd in the ides of the sea. How greatly was God glorified in 
Shadrach, Meshec and Abednego, and their unflinching boldness 
before Nebuchadnezzar, and then in their wonderful preservation ; 
in DaniePs £uthfulness to his God and his deliverance in the lion's 
den ; in Peter's boldness before the council, and sufferings for the 
truth, and God's protection and deliverance ; in Luther's firmness 
at Worms, and in the martyrdoms of the Reformation I Let GK)d*B 
glory be dearer to us than life itsel£ And in nothing is Gt>d*B 
glory more exhibited than in the &ith, patience, peace, love, and 
holy triumph of his people over the sharpest sufferings. It shews 
so the truth of his gospel and the excellence of his grace in sup- 
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porting a feeble creature like man, as to compel the attention of 
the world and win many a precious soul to Christ It is such an 
honouring of the truth of his word against all the terrors of the 
world, the flesh and the devil, such a seeing of him that is inyisi- 
ble as utterly confounds all the devices of Satan and the short- 
sighted wisdom of men of this world. The tide of triumphant 
wickedness is resisted and turned entirely hack by the stability 
of the &ith of suffering Christians. 

Our final blessedness and olory are augmented through 
SUFFERINGS FOR THE TRUTH. What is the grand theme of the 
rapturous Hallelujahs above ? The sufferings of the Lamb — Wor- 
^y is the Lamh that vxis tkan. What is it that obtains the great 
reward in heaven ? Suffering most for his sake below — Blessed art 
ye that weep now^/oryeshaU laugh. Blessed are ye when men shall 
hate you and when they shall separate you/rom their compaaiy^ and 
shdll reproadi you and cad out your name as m/, for the Son of 
man's sake ; rejoice ye in that day and leap forjoy^ for behold your 
reward is great in heaven- What works out for us the more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory 7 Is it not our light affliction^ which 
is hut for a moment ? The prosperity of the wicked over the 
righteous, which now so pains us, is short and only just precedes 
their fall. The woman is last seen drunken with the blood of the 
saints, before it is divinely determined how much she hath glorified 
herself and lived ddiciously^ so much torment and sorrow give her. 
The saints crying under the altar are quieted by this remarkable 
direction, 7%it they should rest yet for a little season^ until their 
fi^ouyservants also and their brethren that should be TaUed as ihey 
were should be fulfUed ; and then are they glorified together. See 
Heb. xi. 40. If we suffer, we dicJl also reign with him. Look at 
all the promises ; they are made to the victors in the battle, and 
th^ overcome the accuser of the brethren, by the blood of the Lamh 
and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives 
unto death. See how all the worthies enumerated in the 1 1th of 
Hebrews attained their glory, and then observe Jesus the Author 
and Finisher of our fiiith crowning the whole, and enduring the 
cross, that he might enter his joy. 

Thus the cross is the way to the crown ; affliction is the path 
to glory. This made Paul, looking forward to his future rejoic- 
ing, triumphantly testify, Yea, and if I be offered (or poured out) 
upon the service and sacrifice of your faith, I joy and rtjoiee wi^ 
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yotf all. Let me then stir up my own heart and yours. Christian 
reader, every where now to prepare for the cross, not as something 
that we cannot escape, but as a gracious appointment of privilege 
and eternal gain. What shall we look back upon hereafter with 
most joy? Upon this, that by the grace of God we were enabled 
to make sacrifices of things seen for the sake of things unseen, 
that we walked not by sight but. by fiuth, that we endured hard- 
ness and sufferings for Christ, and so were made blessings to our 
fellow-men, brought many sons to glory, and were fiilly ripened 
for that glory. 

The full blessedness of all creation follows the glory of the 
church ; the new heavens and the new earth wherein dioeUeth ri^itr 
eoumess is the result of God^s loving-kindness to men, and the ear' 
nest eapectation of the creation waiteth for the mam/edaUon of the 
sons of God. 

Such are the happy effects of sufferings for the truth. We wfll 
conclude with some Practical Lessons to be drawn &om this 
subject. 

Arm yourselves with the mind of Christ about suffering. 
To be like him is the glory of a Christian. He foresaw with 
perfect distinctness and foreknowledge all the bitter cup which he 
had to taste. He knew his sorrows beforehand, &r more distinctly 
than we can possibly know any sufferings through which we have 
to go, and yet he withheld not himself from his overwhelming 
baptism, and was only straitened till it was accomplished. Amidst 
all temptations, from friends and from foes, from the world and 
the devil, and from those infirmities of our nature, with the feeling 
of which he was touched, — look at the invincible firmness, par 
tience, meekness, gentleness, love and faithfulness of our divine 
Lord. Truly we must look much to JeSus, if we would be armed 
with his mind. He will give us his Spirit ; he will strengthen us 
with his grace. He will impart to us his mind. 

Be farther strengthened by the past exfbriencb of 
ALL God's children. Suffering for the truth, from the time of 
righteous Abel, has ever been the way by which God has led his 
people to final triumph and to full blessedness. Thus St. James 
(v. 1—11), speaking of the trials of God's servants in the last 
days says. Take, my brethren.^ the prophets who have spoken in ike 
name of the Lord for an example of suffering eviction and <f pa- 
tience. Behold we count them happy which endure* Their fiuth- 
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fulness in speaking in the name of the Lord brought to them all 
their affliction, but thence came all their glory. 2 Cor. iy. 17. It 
is the meek and holy spirit of a believer joined with his unflinch- 
ing confession of the truth that disquiets the conscience of sinners 
and proYokes their wrath ; for it interferes with the easy enjoy- 
ment of all the lusts of this world. Nor will the meekness of 
Moses, the tenderness of Jeremiah, the wisdom of Paul, and the 
combination of every grace and perfection in our Lord Jesus, 
screen the fiiithfid servant of the most High from this enmity. 
But the more the world hates us for fidelity to God's truth, the 
more the Lord himself loves us and will honour us, so that great 
shall be our reward in heaven. 

Now GATHER SCRIPTURAL TRUTH that may be as oil in our 
lamps FOR THE DAY OF NECESSITY. A man unacquainted with 
all that God has foretold in his word, of events yet to come, and 
expecting things only to go on as they have done, must be taken 
unawares by them (Luke zxi. 34), and so wholly unprepared. 
While he who has attended to God's warnings and treasured up 
all his gracious statements of what has to take place, will not be 
taken by surprize, but will be found ready and provided against 
the evil day. The prepared Christian, who remembers what 
Christ has beforehand told him, will be able, amidst all the un- 
usual shakings and convulsions of that day, and the terrors of his 
fellow-men, to lift up his head. He knows the end of the Lord, 
he sees his redemption and that of the whole earth approaching, 
and with this hope he can be full of confidence, peace and joy. 

Cheerfully endure the present cross to be taken up 
FOR THE truth. After St. Paul had expressed, in the last 
epistle which he wrote, his tender attachment to Timothy, he thus 
exhorts him : Be thou partaker of the afflictions of the ffotpd, ac- 
cording to the power of God^ shewing him his privilege and his 
strength for it. There is each day some sacrifice of ease and in- 
clination to be made, some restraint to be put upon appetite and 
the love of pleasure, some mortification of our high-mindedness, 
something disagreeable to flesh and blood to be endured, some- 
thing laborious and toilsome to be effected, by acting on Christian 
principles. By fiEuthfiilness in these things, we shall become 
inured and habituated to greater trials, and so meet with a larger 
blessing. / die daUy^ was the experience of one of the noblest 
sufferers in the school of Christ. That this is our only safe course 
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is clear from the plain direction of our Lord, If any man wiU come 
after me^ let Mm deny himadf and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. It is easy to think that we may be firm and valiant for the 
truth in a great trial, and yet neglect present self-sacrifice ; but 
the best means of being firm then, is by now beginning a course 
of firmness and self-denial and self-restraint. Obserye how the 
self-denial of Daniel and his companions in private preceded their 
public boldness and firmness in standing for the truth. Compiure 
Daniel i. with iii. and v. 

Ask for grace to bb bold in the confession of truth. 
This did the apostles, and they were heard. Acts iv. 29. True it 
is, this boldness will expose us to ridicule and bitter hatred of evil 
men ; true it is, even Christians may blame us, and they of our own 
household think we carry matters much too far ; true it is we may 
have thereby to suffer and be shamefully entreated, even though 
we had the wisdom, love and humility of Paul ; yet still let us be 
bold in our God, to speak theffospel ofCfod, with much contention. 
Oh how great a grace is given to a Christian, when he is enabled 
to look off the praise of man as a small thing, and one to be de- 
spised, when put in competitioii with the praise of God; and with 
large love to all, with humility, and patience, and simplicity of 
mind to seek only Ood*s approval. This will give us real bold- 
ness, as it did to Peter and John before all the rulers of the Jews, 
(Acts iv. 13, 19.) and so make us large blessings to his church. 
The hope of the Redeemer's return is peculiarly calculated to 
embolden and strengthen even the timid and weak believer &ith- 
fully to confess present and needful truth. 

Be watchful. How often is this direction given by our 
Lord, in the gospel, with reference to these days ! and it is 
repeated from heaven as specially applicable to this very period. 
Rev. iii. 2 ; xvi. 15. Let us take care then that our garments 
are not defiled. Errors and heresies abound on every side. 
The three unclean spirits are all abroad, seeking to gather men 
into the armies that war against the Lamb : Jesuits, Revolu- 
tionists and Infidels shew to enlightened Christians whose they 
are and to whom they belong. Many have been defiled, and 
when once the defilement is received how difficult is the re- 
moval? Blessed is he that vxUcheth and heepeth his garments, 
lest he walk naked and they see his ^me. This is the special 
charge and watchword of the Christian army for this season. But 



SUFFERING FOR THE TRUTH. 321 

not only have we to watch against errors, and temptations, and sins, 
bat to watch for every opportunity of glorifying God and benefit- 
ing men, seizing promply each occasion of doing good. And, 
aboye all, we have to watch and wait for the coming of the Re- 
deemer, — Watdk there/ore, for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. Happy those wise Christians to whom this is a blessed 
hope, for which they are looking, to whom he comes as the ex- 
pected Bridegroom, and then they enter with him to the marriage. 

Be diliobnt in seeking to save souls. The words of our 
Saviour should especially now be our purpose and guide day by 
day. I mutt work the works of him that sent me, while U is cUty; the 
n^ht Cometh when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, 
I qm the light of the world. Soon the {Hresent opportunities of 
spreading divine truth, freedom and liberty of action, and means 
of reaching all quarters of the earth, as &r as regards the exertions 
of the chUdren of God, may be greatly impeded or wholly taken 
from us. Soon we may be despoiled of the many advantages we 
now have for doing good to the bodies and souls of men ; but if we 
now scatter the seed, it may be harrowed in, even in those days, 
and ultimately bring a glorious harvest, in which we shall for ever 
rejoice. He that winneih souls is wise. Let this be the wisdom 
which we choose and prefer. 

However tried, be faithful, in the assured hope of 
VICTORY AT THE END. If in the last appearance of the harlot, 
she is drunken wUh (he blood of Ute saints ; if the great tear with 
the Lamb is yet to take place ; if the saints are to be made white, 
purified and tried : if the elect are to cry day and night before they 
are avenged, we may justly anticipate great temptations to un- 
futhfulness. Let us think of these things beforehand, that when 
they really come, being ready, we may stand, and homing done all, 
stand. Let the cheering promise. Be thou/aithful unto death and 
I will give thee a crown of life, animate us in the darkest hours. 
To have nothing but love in our hearts and our lives to our fellow- 
men, even to thode- who hate us most, and yet for this to endure 
unto a bloody death, striving against sin ; (Heb. xii.) here indeed 
we are conformed to Christ, and if it be the hardest, yet it is the 
shortest path to highest blessedness and glory, and that for ever. 

And that you may choose and delight in this way, we say in 
the close of all — Be animated by the bright hope of a glo- 
rious AND everlasting REDEMPTION. This is what the whole 

Y 
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creation is waiting for. All the exliibitions of evil in our world 
will, through the wonder working mercy of our God, be over- 
ruled to this end. In what a glowing strain, hoping for this, 
the apostle says, / redeem that the su^erings of this present time are 
not toorthif to be compared tnth the glory which shall be revealed in 
us ; for the earnest eapectaiion of the creature tioaiieih/or the mam- 
festaiions of the sons of God, The apostle proceeds to declare the 
groans and travail of all creation, and even of the sons of GK>d 
waiting for their redemption. Well may it be so, for how great 
are the glories of that redemption ! The recovery of all creation 
from its ruin through sin ; the earth, and the creatures on it de- 
livered from the curse; (Rom. viii. Id — 22.) the resurrection of 
the body from the grave, and the deliverance of the soul from all 
bondage and taint of sin, and its perfected likeness to God ; the 
will of God done on earth as it is in heaven, his kingdom come, 
his name every where hallowed, and his reigning in his glory ; 
these are some parts of this redemption. There shoUl be no more 
curse, but the throne of Cfod and the Lamb diall be in it, and his 
servants shall serve him, and they shall see Ms face, and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no nigiht there, and 
they need no candle neither light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth 
them light, and they shall reign for ever and ever. how well was 
it for Enoch that he walked with God, and for Noah that he was 
a preacher of righteousness ; for Abraham that he went into a 
strange land and withheld not his only son ; for David that he 
was bold, trusting only in the name of Jehovah to contend with 
Goliath, and became the man after God's own heart ; for Daniel, 
that he was cast into the lion's den ; for Peter, that he followed 
the Lord in his sufferings ; for Paul, that he, for the truth, went 
through unequalled alBictions, and for John, that he was the con- 
panion of the feithfrd in their tribulation ! happy confessors, 
martyrs, Others, reformers, and sufferers in every age, who, en- 
during all evils for Christ, through much tribulation have entered 
the kingdom of heaven ! How much better all their momentary 
sufferings issuing in such an everlasting glory, than this world's 
highest transitory gains, and pleasures, and honours, which do but 
end in shame and everlasting contempt. 

Is there any reader of these lines, who slights all such scrip- 
tural truths as have been now set before him, I would not leave 
him without one more solemn warning of God ; The time is come 
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that judgment must begin ai the house of God ; and ifiifirA heg/in 
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospd cf God ? 
And if the righteous scarcely be saved where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear ? 1 Peter iy. 17, 18. May the Lord himself 
apply these words to your conscience, and bring you into the 
number of his own believing and saved people ! Whatever be 
our present difficulties, sacrifices, dangers, weakness and tempta- 
tions — Cbmtf ihou with »s, and we wUl do thee good; for ike 
Lord hath spoJcen good concerning Israel. Numb. x. 29. 

Christian reader, place these things before your mind. Look 
not at the things seen, but at the things unseen. Come to some 
fixed determination in the strength of grace to be the Lord's only. 
Let us follow our Protestant fiithers, in the part of the war now 
left to us, and if need be, by suffering, let us achieve the victory 
both for our church, our country and our world ; the full blessed- 
ness of which will only be known and enjoyed in that new heaven 
and new earth wherein dtoelleth righteousness, 

Edwakd Bickerstbth. 

Watton Rectory, Herts, 
March 24, 1840. 



IV. 



TESTIMONY OF THE EABLY FATHERS OF THE 
CHURCH TO THE FUTURE KINGDOM OF CHRIST 
AT JERUSALEM. 

Though the author has abstained firam giving human authority in 
the body of this work, yet it may be interesting to some readers to 
have the following short account of the sentiments of the early 
Fathers, which was gathered by Dr. Whitby and published in 
his anon3rmous " Treatise on Traditions.** Part i. p. 73 — 79. 4to. 
1688. It is remarkable that Dr. Whitby, who was among the 
first, if not the first, to introduce into the Protestant churches the 
idea of a spiritual millennium yet unfvlfiiled, should have taken 
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occasion, in answering the Roman doctrine of Tradition, in order 
to show their inconsistency, to bring forward such a strong, accn- 
mulated, and decided testimony of the early Fathers to the personal 
reign of Christ, though against his own views of a merely spiritual 
millennium. It is not given here as the pro.of of the doctrine, for 
we want no traditions of men to prove scriptural doctrines ; they 
being ever clearer in the scriptures themselves ; but as an evidence 
of its not being the novelty which some think it, but the old path 
which they profess to follow. The superior light of scripture to 
all human traditions and expositions, Luther most folly manifest^ 
in his reply to the bull of Pope Leo X., a translation of which the 
author has given in the eighteenth edition of the Scripture Help, 
p. 260—266. 

Mr. Greswell has, in his Exposition of the Parables, voL i. 
p. 273 — 485, given some £Eirther early traditions in favour of this 
doctrine. The whole testimony is not an un&ir specimen of the 
nature of the light which tradition gives. It originates no truth ; 
its own light is feeble and uncertain, but it hands down and per- 
petuates to us God's own inspired truth in his written word. God 
himself, by his own Spirit indeed, from age to age, gives his ser- 
vants greater insight into his truth. Blessed be his name, the 
knowledge of his church has on the whole been a growing know- 
ledge, and the testimony to truth in its fdlness larger from age to 

age. » 

A merely spiritual millennium, supposed to have begun with 
Constantine, was for many ages a common opinion among Chris- 
tians. It was a convenient doctrine for Popery ; the papal doc- 
trine of the invocation of the saints being, by the Counsel of Trent, 
founded on the idea of the saints now reigning. Yet probably the 
theory of a merely spiritual millennium, either past or to come, was 
not without its use, in separating men^s minds from that carnal 
idea of the millennium, to which some of the expressions of the 
Fathers had led. how blessed is the truth that the great Head 
of the church now has, and from the beginning had all power ! 
And he shall not/ail nor be discoumged^UUhe have set judgtnmttm 
the earik, and the ides shall wait /or his law. 

Dr. Whitby's account of the testimony of the early Fathers is 
as follows : — 

*' The doctrine of the millennium, or the reign of saints on eardi 
a thousand years, is now rejected by all Boman Catholics, and by 
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the greatest part of Protestants, and yet it passed among the best 
of Christians, for two hundred and fifty years, for a tradition apos- 
foilioaly and as such is delivered by many Others of the second and 
third century, who speak of it as the tradition of our Lord and his 
apostles, and of all the ancient that lived before them, who tell ub 
the very words in which it was delivered, the scriptures which 
were then so interpreted, and say, that it was held by all Chris- 
tians that were exadly orthodox, 

*^ (1.) This is delivered by the Others of the second and third 
centuries as a tradition received from the mouth of Christ and his 
apostles. Eusebius confesses, that Papias declared it to be the 
doctrine of our Saviour, handed down to him by unwritttn tradition. 
Lib. iii. cap. 39. Now of this Papias (Lib. v. cap. 33), Irenseus 
says that he was an hearer of St. John, the author of the Revela- 
tion. He himself professes that he only followed those who taught 
the truth, abd who related *Hhe commands given by Christ him- 
sel£i and coming from the truth itself." That he received *^ the 
words of the apostles from.those who followed them," or conversed 
with them ; and only writ the things ^* he had well learned and 
well remembered." Eusebius (H. Ecc. lib. iii. cap. 29) moreover 
adds, that his relation touching the tradition of the millennium 
prevailed *' with most of the clergy that lived after him to enter- 
tain it'* Justyn Martyr (Dial, cum Tryph. p. 308), i^>eaking of 
the same doctrine, premises, that he chose not to follow the doctrine 
of men, but of God, and th^ doctrines delivered by him. And then 
he adds, that " there was a man among them named John, one of 
Christ's twelve apostles, who, in his Revelations, had foretold that 
the futhful should reign with Christ a thousand years in Jerusalem, 
and that our Lord Christ said the same thing." Irenaeus (lib. v. 
cap. 33), adds, that ^ the seniors who saw St. John the disciple of 
our Lord, remembered how they had heard him say, that he had 
heard our Lord Christ teach this doctrine ;'* and then he repeats 
the very words in which Christ taught this, and tells us that he 
had them also from Papias the friend of Polycarp, adding (cap. 
36), that ^^ this, according to the seniors, the disciples of the 
apostles, is the ordinance and the appointment concerning those' 
that shall be saved ; " and that our Lord taught this when he pro- 
mised to drink new wine with his disciples in the kingdom of God ; 
and St. Paul, when he said that the creation should be freed from 
the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the sons of Qod. As 
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for the kingdom promised to us after the resurrection for a thou- 
sand years, — Ezekiel knew it, says Tertullian ; the apostle John 
saw it ; and the new word of prophecy, which we believe, gives 
testimony of it. Adv. Marcion, lib. iii. cap. 24. And if Oelasius 
Cyzicenus may be credited, this was the doctrine deliyered by the 
Nicene Council in these words — *^ We expect new heayens and 
new earth, according to the scriptures, at the appearance of the 
kingdom of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and then, as 
Daniel saith, the saints of the Most High shall receive a kingdom, 
and the earth shall be pure and holy ; which David, by the eye of 
faith foreseeing, says, / bdieve to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the limng ; and the son of David, Blessed are the meek,/or ihey 
shall inherit the earth. These things we have established from the 
Ecclesiastical Constitutions, most diligently framed by the holy 
Others. ^^ Hist. Cone. Niclib. ii. cap. 30. 

''II. They speak of this, not as a probable opinion, but as a 
thing which they were certainly assured of. '* We know," says 
Justin Martyr, '* the resurrection of the flesh, and the thousand 
years in Jerusalem." Dial, cum Tryph. p. 307. " The benediction 
doth without contradiction belong to the times of the kingdom,*^ 
says Irenseus. Lib. v. cap. 33. And again, '' These promises do 
most manifestly signify the banquet of the creation, which God has 
promised to give them in the kingdom of the just ** (cap. 34) ; and 
a third time (cap. 35), ^ These and other things are without con- 
troversy spoken as things which are to. happen in the resurrection 
of the just." ^ 

^' III. They confidently cite, as plain assertors of this doctrine, 
the prophets of the Old Testament, and the sayings of our Lord 
and his apostles in the New. This thousand years, says Justin 
Martyr, the prophets, Esaias, and Ezekiel, and others, do confess. 
Esaias manifestly declares, says Irenseus (lib. v. c. 34), that there 
shall be such joy in the resurrection of the just. Ezekiel saith the 
same thing, and so doth Daniel. The testimonies of the prophets 
touching this matter are so many, says Lactantius (lib. vii. cap. 26), 
that it would be infinite to collect them. That our Lord referred 
to it when he promised that the meek should inherit the earth, is 
the assertion of Irenaeus (lib. v. cap. 32), and the fore-mentioned 
testimony of the Nicene Council ; and also when He said. Thou 
Shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the Justj says the same 
Irenaeus (cap. 33) ; and when he promised to them who left lands. 
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houses, parents, brethren, and children for his sake, that they 
should have an hundred fold now in this life. So Ifenaeus (lib. t. 
cap. 33), and St Cyprian, when He said to his disciples, IwiU not 
henee/brth drink (^tkefruU of {he VMe, tilll drink it new witkyou in 
my Fcdiher*8 hinffdom. When to that question of St. Peter^ We 
have left aU and followed ihee^ what shall we have ? he answers, In 
the new and second state, the resurrection of the just, when the Son 
of Man sitteth on the throne of his glory, you also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, Hieron. in Matt. xix. 27. 
And when, having corrected their mistakes about this matter, he 
adds. Ye are they that have continued wi^h me in my temptation, and 
I aqopoint to you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed to me; 
that you may eat and drink wiih me in my kingdom. This, saith 
Justin Martyr (p. 312), is the' mystery of our regeneration. 

" They cite to the same purpose that testimony of St. Paul (^m. 
viii. 21), saying, that the creature shall be delivered from the bon- 
dage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of God ; 
which liberty is in the next verse styled the redemption of the 
body, from that death to which it was subject, through the dis- 
obedience of Adam ; and with which will be also a redemption of 
the creature from that curse which the earth suffered for his sake. 
Iren. lib. v. cap. 32, 34. They cite to the same purpose that pas- 
sage of St. Peter, who saith. One day is with the Lord as a ^ousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. And this we know, says 
Justin Martyr (p. 308), that these words do relate to the millen- 
nium. Again, when Esaias says, we look for new heavens and 
new earth, he means, says Justin, in the promise of the millennium. 
These things, says Irenseus, are without controversy spoken of the 
resurrection, in which the just shall reign on earth. Lib. v. 
cap. 35. 

'* Lastly. As for the author of the Revelation, they all with one 
consent declare he speaks expressly of it ; and indeed he seems to 
do it so expressly, that when in the third century some Christians 
began to dislike this opinion, they begim also to question the au- 
thority of this book, which was neyer before doubted of by any 
Christian. 

'' Fourthly. These fathers expressly teach that this docrrine of 
the millennium was denied chiefly by heretics, and such as were 
deceived by them. (Lib. 5.'cap. 32.) Thus Irenseus, in the pre- 
fiice of his discourse on this subject, saith he found it necessary to 
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.Bpeak thereof, because some men*s opinions were perverted by the 
speeches of the heretics, and they understood not the appointment 
of GFod, and the mystery of the resurrection of the just, and of the 
kingdom. (Lib. 5. cap. 31.) And again he says, ^ that some of 
those who are thought to have belieyed aright, do go beyond the 
order of the promotion of the just, and know not the methods of 
their training up, — or being exercised to incorruptifm, having in 
themselves heretical senses (of this matter). For the heretics, 
despising the formation of God (i. e. the body framed by him) and 
not receiving the salvation of their flesh, (or not believing that it 
shall be saved,) say, that as soon as they are dead, they transcend 
the heavens, and the Maker of them, and go to that mother or 
fiither which they have feigned to themselves ; they therefore, who 
reject, as much as in them lies, all' resurrection of the flesh, what 
wonder is it that they know not the order of the resurrection ?*^ 
This order, with the method by which we are exercised to incor- 
ruption and the enjoyment of God, he afterwards declares to be 
this, (cap. 32,) *' that our first resurrection is the beginning of in- 
corruption, by living in which kingdom they who are worthy so to 
do, by little and little do aeccustom themselves to enjoy God. And 
that the just man thus raised (cap. 35,) shall truly exercise or fit 
lumself for incorruptibility, and increase and flourish in the times 
of that kingdom, that he may be made capable of the glory of the 
Father." And a third time (cap. 36,) that man being renewed 
and making such progress to incorruption that he cannot now wax 
old — then they who are worthy shall ascend to heaven." 

" Justin Martyr being asked by Trypho whether he believed 
that Jerusalem should be rebuilt, and the Christians should be 
gathered together there with Christ and the patriarchs and the 
prophets, answers thus : '* I have before confessed unto thee that I 
and many others are of this judgment ;" adding, that he therefore 
embraced this doctrine, because he chose not to follow men or their 
doctrines, but God *, and telling Trypho, that if the J.ews had met 
with any who did not confess this, but blasphemed the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he was not to esteem them Christians, 
though they were called Christians. For I and all Christians that 
are entirely orthodox, do know there will be a resurrection of the 
flosh, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, built, adorned, and en- 
larged, as the prophets Ezekiel, Esaias, and others have confessed.** 
Now, by comparing of these words with what before was spoken 
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by him of the Gnosticks, and the following branches of that heresy, 
the Marcionites, the Valentinians, Basilidians, and Satumilians, 
it will be evident that Justin Martyr speaks here especially of 
them. For, 

^ 1. There you will find him saying of those heretics, that 
they taught iaen to blaspheme the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. And here, that some of them who did not own the mil- 
lennium were men who dared to blaspheme the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

'^ 2. There you will find them expressly styled the Marcionites, 
Valentinians, Basilidians, and Satumilians : here you will find 
them generally described by this character, that they say there is 
no resurrection of the dead ; but that as soon as they die their 
souls were received into heaven, as Irenseus before noted of those 
deniers of the millennium, and as is certainly true of all the here- 
tics here mentioned ; for the Marcionites denied the resurrection 
of the flesh, and held, that the soul only should be saved. Basi- 
lides denied the resurrection of the flesh. (Danseus in Aug. de 
Heres. c. xxii. f. 100 b.) The Satumilians said, that there would 
be no resurrection of the flesh, because the body would not be 
saved. The Valentinians denied the resurrection of the flesh, 
saying, that our souls only, not our bodies, were redeemed by 
Christ. (Dan. ibid. c. 4, f. 60 b. Ibid. cap. 11, fl 79 a.) More- 
over, he promises to write a book against these deniers of the mil- 
lennium, which, what it should be, except his book against heresy 
in general, or against Marcion in particular, I do not know. 

'^ 3. There he declares, that true Christians did in nothing com- 
municate with these men, as knowing ^hey were Atheists, (i. e. 
wicked) ungodly and unjust ; and here he forbids Trypho to ac- 
count them Christians, saying they no more deserved that name, 
than the Sadducees, and other heretics among the Israelites, de- 
served the name of Jews. Now let it be considered, 

^' 1. That this doctrine was owned in the first ages of the church 
by the greatest number of the Christian clergy, as is confessed by 
Eusebius, that by the confession of St. Jerome, many ecclesiastical 
men and martyrs had asserted it before his time, (H. Eccle. 1. 3. 
c. 39 — in Jer. 19,) and that even in his days it was the doctrine, 
which a great multitude of Christians followed, (Proem, in lib. 18, 
Com. in Esa.) that it was received not only in the eastern parts of 
the church by Papias, Justin, Irenseus, Nepos, Apollinarius, Me- 



330 



APPENDIX. 



thodius, but also in the west and south by Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Victorinus, Lactantius, and Severus, and, if we may credit Gela- 
sius Cyzicenus, by the first Nicene Council. 

'' 2. That these men taught this doctrine, not as doctors only, 
but as witnesses of the tradition which they had received firom 
Christ and his apostles, and which was taught them by the elders, 
the disciples of Christ, which pass among the Romanists for au- 
thentic works of apostolical tradition. 

" 3. That they pretend to ground it upon numerous and mani- 
fest testimonies both of the Old and New Testament, and q>QsJc 
of them as texts which would admit no other meaning, and which 
they knew to have this meaning *, and then let any Romanists 
shew anything of a like nature for any article pretended by the 
church of Rome to be derived from tradition to them.*^ 



V. 



SUBJECTS FOB LECTURES ON. THE RESTORATION 
OF ISRAEL^ SUGGESTED BY A FRIEND. 



OLD TB8TAMENT LIST. 

1. Isa. Ix. 20, 21 -Israel's 

conversion. 

2. Jer. xxxi. 35— 37.— Un- 

changeableness of IsraePs 
nationality. 

3. Ezek. xxxvii. 21,22.— Re- 

storation of the kingdom 
of Israel. 

4. Dan. xii. 1. — Time of trou- 

ble, and interposition of 
Christ 

5. Mai. iv. 4 — 6. — Return of 

Elijah. 



6. Jer. iii. 14, 16. — A church 
gathered at Jerusalem, 
before the national con- 
version. 



NEW TESTAMENT LIST. 

1. Rom. xi. 26. — IsraePs na- 

tional conversion. 

2. Acts ii. 39. — IsraePs pre- 

sent right to gospel pro- 
mises. 

3. Acts i. 6, 7. — Restoration 

of the kingdom to Israel. 

4. Matt, xvii. 11. — Return of 

Elijah. 

5. Matt, xxiii. 39, or Acts iii 

19— 21.— The condition 
on which the Lord^s re- 
turn to Israel depends. 

6. Luke i. 31— 33.— Christ's 

possession of the throne 
of David. 



SUBJECTS FOR LECTURES. 
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7. Ezek. zz. 3a— Troubles 

which the unbelieving 
portion of the nation must 
undergo. 

8. Jer. rrxi. 31 — 34. — New 

covenant with Israel. 

9. Zech. xiv. 16. — Jerusalem 

the reliffious metropolis of 
the wond. 

10. Zech. xiv. 9. — The govern- 

ment of the world a theo- 
cracy. 

11. Isa. Ixii. 10— 12. — The 

means to hasten the com- 
ing of the day of Christ. 

12. Hafek. ii. 3.— The duty of 

j&dthful expectation ; 
or, 
Isa. XXV. 9 — The joy of 
Christ*s people at his ap- 
proach. 



7. Luke xxii. 29, 30.— The 

apostles rulers over the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

8. Luke xxi. 28. — ^The signs 

of Ghrist^s coming. 

9. Matt. xxiv. 16.— The ge- 

neral preaching of tne 
gospel. 

10. 2 Peter iii. 3, 4 -The char 

racter of the last days. 

11. Matt xxiv. 44.— The sud- 

denness of Christ*s ad- 
vent. 

12. Heb. ix. 2a- The blessed- 

ness of those who wait for 
him. 



ANOTHER COURSE OF LECTURES ON THE SCRIP- 
TURAL CLAIMS OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL. 
SUGGESTED BY A FRIEND. 



1. The importance of the subject in its bearing on the Divine 

glory, the present duty and future hopes of the church, and 
the spiritual wel&re of the Christian. Psalm cxxii. 6 — 9. 

2. The literal interpretation of prophecy ; its historical warrant, 

true limits, and spiritual character, with remarks on figurative 
language, symbolic prophecies, and analogical applications. 
Luke xxiv. 25, or Hab. ii. 2, or Isaiah ii. 5. Compare 1 — 4. 

3. The covenant with Abraham, its distinct parts, its past earnests, 

present continuance, and completed fulness in the glory of 
Israel. Gen. xviii. 7, 8, or xxii. 15 — 18, or Micah viL 20, 
Luke i. 54, 55. 

4. The covenant with David, its typical earnests, temporary sus- 

pension since the first captivity, and its accomplishment in 
Christ's visible kingdom. Jer. xxiii.5 — 8. Ps. cxxxii. 11 — 14. 

5. The first restoration firom BabyTon, partial, temporary, a re- 



332 APPENDIX. 

viving in bondage, its special design, and contrast with the 
promised glory. Neh. ix. 36 — 38. 

6. The new covenant in its bearing on the prospects of Israel, 

sealed by Messiah^s death ; the conditional promises assured 
by his sacrifice to his people Israel Bom. xy. 8, or Jer. xzxi. 
31—37. 

7. The present dispersion of Judah, a moral warning to the Gen- 

tiles, a fulfilment of literal prophecies, a sure pledge of their 
final return.' Rom. xi. 11, 12. 

8. The miraculous nature of God*s dealings with Israel, and its 

bearing upon their future prospects. Micah tU. 15, Psalm 
cxlyii. 20, 

9. The restoration and conyersion of Judah. Isaiah xi. 11 — 16. 

10. The restoration and conversion of Israel Hosea iii. 4, 5. 

11. Jerusalem, its past history and promised glory. Matt. v. 35 ; 

xxiii. 37 — 39. Psalm cxxxil 13, 14. 

12. The signs of Israelis approaching redemption. Ps. cii. 13 — 15. 

1 3. The coming of the Messiah and its connection with IsraePs 

glory. Acts iii. 19, 20, (compare original). Zech. ii. 10,11 ; 
xiv. 4 — 9. 

14. The practical lessons to the Gentile churches. 2 Peter iii. 

13, 14. Rom. xi. 19—25. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The Author has pleasure in referring to a work that has only 
just been published, and come under his notice ; " Isaiah un- 
fiilfilled ; being an exposition of the Prophet, with new version 
and critical notices : by the Rev. R. Govett, jun." He has not 
had time minutely to examine it, but he is thankful to see the 
attention of able students of Scripture directed to the yet unful- 
filled prophecies of Isaiah, and sees much in this work in accord- 
ance with his own views. Mr. Govett states hisL "endeavour 
to be to point out, where the prophecies resembled in the 
main the state of Jerusalem and Judea in the days they were 
delivered; next the points in which they obtained a partial 
completion at the first Advent of the Saviour ; and still more fully 
to explain those prophecies which yet expect their complete de- 
velopement in the times preying, attending, and succeeding his 
return.*' 

JviM 16, 1841. 
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PASCAL AND ADAMS.— The Thonghts on Religion 
of B. Pascal, and the Private Thoughts of the Rev. T. 
Adams. One vol. price 5s. in cloth. 

COWPER.— The Life of WilHam Cowper, £8q. By 
Thomas Taylor. With Portrait, price 6s. in cloth. 

PICTET.— The Christian Theology of Benedict Pictet. 
Translated by the Rev. F. Retrouz. One vol. pric^ 6s. 
in cloth. 

THE RICHMOND FAMILY.-Domestic Portrai. 

tare ; or, Memoirs of three of Mr. Richmond's Children. 
With Engravings, price 6s. in cloth. 

DR. BUCHANAN.— Memoirsof the life and Writings 
of Claudius Buchanan, D.D. By Hugh Pearson, D.D. 
Dean of Salisbnry. With Portrait, price 6s. in clotlu 

CH U RCH H ISTORV.— The History of the Chnrch of 
Christ, from the Apostolic Times to the rise of the Papal 
Apostacy ; from Milner. One vol., price 6s. in cloth. 

BR Al NERD. — ^The life of the Rev. David Brainerd, com- 
piled from the Memoir by President Edwards. By the 
Rev. JosiAH Pratt, B.D. One vol. price 5s. in cloth. 

THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES.-The Attributes of 

God, selected from Charnock, Goodwin, Bates, and Wis- 
heart. By the Rev. W. Wilson, D.D., Vicar of Holy 
Rhood, Southampton. Price 5s. in cloth. 

THE SCRIPTURES.— A Scripture Help ; designed to 
assist in reading the Bible profitably. By the Rev. £. 
BicKERSTETH. One volume with maps, price 5s. in cloth. 

|^£Y^0^^ — A Life of the Rev. John Newton, with 
Selections' from his Correspondence. Portrait, price 
5s, in cloth. 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER.— A Treatise on the Lord's 
Sapper ; by the Rev. £. Biokerbteth. One vol. price 5h. 
cloth. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE REFORMERS. 

Selected from Jewell, Cranmer, Bradford, Ridlejr, Becon, 
Philpot, <fec. With Preliminary Remarks on the Growth 
of Popery. By the Rev. E. Bickersteth. One vol. 
price 6s. in cloth. 

ON PRAYER.— A Treatise on Prayer. By the Rev. £. 
Bickersteth. One vol. price 5s. cloth. 

SCOTT.— The Life of the Rev. Thomas Scott, Rector of 
Aston Sandford, Bucks. By the Rev. John Scott, A.M., 
Vicar of North Ferriby, and Minister of St. Mary's, Hull, 
<&c. One vol., with Portrait, price 6s. in cloth. 

PROPHECY. — Elements of Prophetical Interpretation. 
By the Rev. J. W. Brooks, Vicar of Clarehro', Retford. 
One vol. price 6s. cloth. 

FRANKE. — ^TheLifeof Ang. Herman Franke, Professor 
of Divinity, and Founder of th^ Orphan House at Halle. 
Translated from the German of Guericke, hy Samuel 
Jackson. With a Preface, hy the Rev. E. Bickersteth. 
Portrait, price 5s. cloth. 

FOXE'S MARTYRS.-The English Martyrology: 
Ahridged from Foxe. By Charlotte Elizabeth. In 
two vols., price 12s. in cloth, with Engravings. 

LUTHER ON THE PSALMS.-A Manual of the 

^Book of Psalms: on the Subject Contents of all the 
Psalms. By Martin Luther. Now first translated into 
English by the Rev. Henrt Cole, late of Clare Hall, 
Cambridge. Price 5s, cloth. 
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THE FATHERS.— The Cliristian Fathers of the First 
and Second Centniies ; their principal Remains at large : 
with Selections from their other Writings, partly in ori- 
ginal and partly in approved Translations. By the Rev. 
£. BicKERSTETH. Piice 5s. cloth. 

HANNAH MORE,— Memoirs of the Life of Mrs. 
Hannah More. By William Roberts, Esq. In one 
▼ol. price 6a, cloth. With Fine Portrait. 

ESSAYS ON ROMANISM -By the Anthor of 

** £s8ays on the Church.' * In one vol. Price 5s. doth. 

CHRISTIAN TRUTH —A Family Gnide to the chief 
Truths of the Gospel ; with Forms of Prayer for each 
Day in the Week, and Private Devotions on varions Oc- 
casions. By the Rev. £. Bickersteth. In one vol. 
price 6s. in cloth. 

PRIVATE DEVOTIONS.— The Book of Private De. 
votions ; containing a collection of the most valuable 
Early Devotions of the Reformers and their Successors 
in the English Church. Being the Testimony of the 
Reformers in their Prayers. Edited by the Rev. E. Bic- 
kersteth. In one vol. price 5s. cloth. 

ON BAPTISM. — A. Treatise on Baptism, designed as a 
help to the due Improvement of that Holy Sacrament, 
as administered in the church of England. By the Rev. 
E. Bickersteth. One vol. price 5s. in cloth. 

MARY JANE CRAHAM.-A Memoir of Miss Mary 

Jane Graham, late of Stoke Fleming, Devon. By the 
Rev. Charles Bridges, M. A. Vicar of Old Newton, 
Suffolk. Sixth Edition, with portrait, price 6s. cloth. 

TH E CH U RCH .— ^says on the Church. MDCCCXL. 
By a Layman. Price 58. cloth. 
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